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    Preliminaries


    Author


    
Samir Amin is Africa's foremost political economist and an intellectual of international stature. His outstanding theoretical works are Accumulation on a World Scale : A Critique of the Theory of Underdevelopment and Unequal Development : Social Formations at the Periphery of the Capitalist System. These and others of his books have been translated into various languages. Until recently, he was Director of IDEP, the African Institute for Economic Development and Planning in Dakar, Senegal. He has also worked as an economic planner in his own country, Egypt; been a consultant to the Mali Government; and taught at the Universities of Poitiers, Dakar, and Vincennes.


    Abstract


    
The Arab Economy Today is a detailed account of the present economic situation of the Arab World. Samir Amin presents a wealth of statistical information to show how oil revenues are being spent, which economic sectors are developing, the allocation of skilled labour, the distribution of national income, and the region's patterns of external trade. He concludes that the oil-rich Gulf states are squandering their income to shore up the international monetary system; the more populous oil states are making little effective provision for the day when the oil runs out; and all of them are increasingly integrated into a dependent and subordinate position in the world capitalist system. In short, Samir Amin argues that, given the existing class distribution of power in the Arab World, no real effort is being made to employ the massive oil revenues to open up an independent path towards a mature industrial economy in the Middle East.


    A major introductory essay to the book focusses on the vast number of Samir Amin's more empirical writings. Written by British sociologist Aidan Foster-Carter, who has specialized in the field of theories of underdevelopment, this essay introduces the reader to the scope and multiplicity of themes with which Amin has concerned himself during nearly 30 years of scholarly work.


    
A Complete Bibliography of Samir Amin's publications is also included. This specially compiled Bibliography is the first compre­hensive listing of all Amin's writings: books; articles and papers; theses and reports - as well as debates, critiques etc of Amin, in English and French, 1955-80. It is an invaluable guide to the massive corpus of Samir Amin's theoretical and empirical work.
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    The empirical Samir Amin : A notice and appreciation


    Aidan Foster-Carter


    Preface


    The title of this introduction is deliberately chosen. It has two principal aims, both relatively modest. Positively, it provides a basic account of the many and varied works of Samir Amin; normatively, it hopes that this essentially descriptive account will encourage an awareness of the richness of Amin’s thought, and promote in the reader a desire to study it at first hand.


    A « notice » is less ambitious than a « review ». Its literal aim is to draw attention, rather than (or at any rate prior to) passing judgement. This implies no presumption that the name and work of Samir Amin are unknown in the English- speaking world. Although this was true a decade ago, the 1970s have seen most of his major recent books translated into English. Yet there are two reasons why a « notice » may, in the present context, still be appropriate. First, the sheer scope of Amin’s work precludes any full review of the depth which it undoubtedly deserves, in the limited space available. Second, as will be argued further below, there is a certain imbalance in the « consumption » of Amin in Anglophone quarters, due, especially, to his earlier detailed empirical work, as well as to the breadth of some of his more recent articles being overlooked. On one level, therefore, the purpose here is simply to put the record straight and provide a more accurate and well-rounded picture.


    Equally, an « appreciation » is not a « critique ». However, it should not be understood as opposing or pre-empting critical scrutiny of Amin’s work (nor, indeed, does it refrain from engaging in this). Once again, it is a question of balance.


    Much of the recent criticism of Amin’s work seems to me unsatisfactory in various ways. Not only (to recall the previous point) is there little apparent awareness of important aspects of Amin’s writings; but there is also, in some of the criticism Amin has attracted, an « all-or-nothing » approach often couched in a polemical tone whose total effect seems to me to generate more heat than light.1 Hence the intention of an « appreciation » is at least to ensure that criticism is more securely grounded in a less hasty and partial reading of Amin than hitherto.


    Beyond this, I would indeed claim that, taken as a whole, the work of Samir Amin constitutes — in its volume, range and depth — a unique contribution to the elucidation of problems of development and under-development on a world scale; both in themselves, and in their implications for our understanding of the broader issues of theory and strategy which the existence of the Third World poses for Marxism. Doubtless others will continue to disagree. But perhaps, in future, they will at least have a fuller knowledge of what they are disagreeing with.


    In some ways it is not surprising that a less than accurate view of Amin prevails. The circumstantial obstacles to gaining a full picture are considerable. For one thing, the sheer volume of Amin’s œuvre makes it difficult enough to keep up with his prodigious output. To date, Amin has written some 20 books or book-length studies; has co-authored, edited, or contributed to at least a dozen more; and is the author of articles and papers whose number must run into three figures. Even allowing for some mutual repetition and « auto-plagiarism », the bulk is forbiddingly large. Nor is there any particular reason to suppose that the flow will subside in future.


    A secondary problem is that neither Amin nor some of his various publishers have always been as helpful in providing the reader with maps and signposts as one would have hoped.2 In some ways this is trivial, but not wholly so; and in any case it would not be honest if this appreciation were to omit an outburst of the frustration that everyone must have felt who has tried to find their way around Amin’s work as a whole. The problem has several facets, most of which boil down to the fact that Amin repeats himself not a little. (Further details of the difficulties will be found in the Introduction to the Bibliography of Amin’s writings included in this volume, which it is hoped will ensure that future readers no longer have to recapitulate the false trails and tailbacks which have confused earlier explorers.)


    Thirdly, and most importantly, the translation of Amin’s work into English has been uneven in at least one major respect. Although he is now primarily (and properly) thought of as a theorist, what actually made Amin’s name in the first place was a whole series of half a dozen or more solid empirical monographs on the economic and social development of particular countries and regions in North, West and Central Africa. Written in French during the 1960s, only two of these (on the Maghreb, and West Africa as a whole) have been translated into English.3 Among the works untranslated, the important study of capitalist « growth without development » in the Ivory Coast is not entirely unknown.4 But there seems little awareness of Amin’s earlier critique of « African socialism » in Ghana, Guinea, and Mali5 (in the last of which he also worked as an economist for three years). And his book on the indigenous business community in Senegal — still, over a decade later, one of only a handful of empirical studies of a putative « national bourgeoisie » — seems to be entirely ignored.6



    Further description of these and other similar works by Amin will be offered below. For now, the point is not only the obvious one, that any consideration of Amin should look at all of his work; but also to stress that these specific case studies constitute in various ways the indispensable foundation of his subsequent and better known works of general theory. While the relationship between these two stages and levels of work is not wholly straightforward, it is nonetheless inadequate to judge either in isolation from the other.


    Although the foregoing constitutes the major imbalance in Amin’s « consumption » in English, two other similar aspects should be briefly mentioned before proceeding to a more systematic and detailed study. First, it is unfortunate that of Amin’s two volumes of collected articles, while that on general issues has been translated, the no less valuable compilation of materials on Africa which includes « middle range » papers on general aspects of African development, and must rank among Amin’s finest work, has not.7 (Although several have been published individually in English here and there, the cumulative effect is not the same.) Second, it is remarkable how little response there has been to Amin’s recent excursions into broader questions of social and political interest — socialism, technology, the environment, feminism, and « cultural » matters generally.8 While sometimes avowedly speculative, these articles are of considerable interest; they also illuminate aspects of Amin’s economic theories.


    The writings of Samir Amin


    Amin’s output already spans a quarter of a century. As mentioned previously, there is a certain relation between chronological order and subject-matter, and a rough division between the 1960s (empirical) and 1970s (theoretical) suggests itself. Even prior to this, however, brief mention must be made of Amin’s earliest and almost wholly unknown writings. These in turn are of two main kinds, each in a sense reflecting an aspect of the contingencies of Amin’s biography : his Egyptian nationality, and his French education.


    Although the present discussion is concerned with texts rather than with presenting a biography, it should be noted that Amin was born in Cairo in 1931, and underwent his university education in Paris where he took three degrees (Institute of Political Studies, 1954; Institute of Statistics, 1955; and his Ph.D. in Economics in 1957). This triptych already anticipates the three main facets of Amin’s later work, even if subsequently now one and now another aspect has guided particular texts.


    Amin’s actual writings from this « first period » (roughly, the late 1950s, i.e. in his mid to late 20s) are of two kinds. First, there are his two theses. The earlier of these (1956) is a statistical study of savings and their utilization in Egypt between 1938 and 1952.9 The latter, Amin’s prize-winning Ph.D. thesis in Economics, bears having its full title quoted : « The structural effects of the international integration of precapitalist economies : a theoretical study of the mechanism which has engendered the so-called « under-developed » economies ».10



    While this might not bat eyelids today, in 1957 — 25 years ago — such formulations were virtually unheard of. Evidently, and indeed by his own admission,11 Amin, as early as this, had already formulated a critique of existing orthodoxies, and the elements of an alternative type of theory. Although the present writer unfortunately lacks firsthand acquaintance with this or indeed any other of Amin’s work from this period, Amin’s own account can be noted. Only more than a decade later, in Accumulation on a World Scale, would Amin return to this level of work. In the interim, and deliberately, he set out to pit the theory against « a number of concrete analyses, with as much precision and data as possible ».12 These studies are the subject of the next section, but evidently, for Amin, they confirmed rather than undermined his original formulations : for despite what he would now regard as « theoretical mistakes and shortcomings » in his thesis, « my fundamental position remains the same ».13 Accumulation on a World Scale, in fact, incorporates 


    passages from the thesis, especially in detailed critique of conventional economic theory.14 Thus far we at least have Amin the economist : empirical, theoretical, and critical. But meanwhile the political dimension, already implicit in the thesis, was being explicitly vented in articles on various aspects of the current situation in Egypt and the Arab world. Samir Amin’s very first publication of any kind is apparently an article in Democratie Nouvelle (1955) entitled : « Where is Egypt going? ».15 At the time, this was credited to one « Said El Masry » : the first of a string of aliases of variously Franco-Arab ethnicity — « Pierre Dupont », « Yves Durelle », « Hassan Riad », « Pierre Amon », « Ahmad El Kodsy »16 — whose intention at the time was no doubt to avoid the attentions of the Egyptian security services, and which have remained to confuse the bibliographer.


    This was the first of a dozen and more articles surveying general or particular aspects of the Egyptian political economy.17 Again, space and ignorance preclude detailed discussion. But, in the present context, Samir Amin’s detailed concern with the actual and potential functioning of specific economic sectors and industries cannot be overlooked.18 This concern, after lying dormant for a quarter of a century, has burst forth again in the renewed study of the Egyptian and other Arab economies which constitutes the present volume. In this, as in other aspects, and for all its diversity and development, there are important threads of continuity running through Amin’s œuvre.


    But what of the political aspect? Evidently, it was a formative experience for Amin to cut his teeth on the inadequacies at many levels of what was then the model of an « alternative », purportedly anti-imperialist and socialist, development path : Nasser’s Egypt — Amin’s first employment after completing his studies was as a senior economist with the Economic Development Organization in Cairo, from 1957 to 1960. Undoubtedly, this experience and that which immediately succeeded it — namely, three years as technical adviser for planning in Mali, then newly independent and the only avowedly « Marxist » regime on the African Continent — prompted Amin to develop a critique of such « socialisms » which was both penetrating and prescient. This, it will be recalled, was the era of Nkrumah’s dictum « Seek ye first the political kingdom » and numerous other false dawns. Not many commentators kept a cool head in this period, but Amin was one who did. The charge levelled against him by come-lately critics, of being in some unspecified sense an ideologist and apologist for « national bourgeoisies » and « state capitalism », is, then, all the more ludicrous.19



    We turn now to Amin’s writings of the 1960s which, in the main, are the aforementioned empirical works. Strictly, his first published book was probably a study of monetary and financial flows in Egypt in 1957, published (in Arabic) by the Arab League in Cairo in 1959.20 In similar vein, his first full-length publication in French was on Mali’s national accounts for 1959, published in 1961.21



    After his first two posts as a government economist, Amin returned to University life in 1963, as professor of economics variously at the universities of Poitiers, Paris, and Dakar. It was during this period (1963-70) that he gradually came to the notice of a wider professional public (albeit still almost exclusively Francophone) with a series of solid case studies of particular countries and areas. To enumerate these, first of all « Hassan Riad’s » L’Egypte nasserienne (1964),22 pseudonymous at the time, can now be seen as a link with both Amin’s earlier and later concerns. In 1965, in his own name, came Amin’s survey of « three African development experiences : Mali, Guinea, and Ghana ».23 These, of course, were at the time West Africa’s three avowed beacons of socialism.


    Another year, and another book. The most substantial of all Amin’s empirical works is his 1966 2-volume study of the Maghreb economy :24 a detailed analysis of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia, both in regard to their colonial past and recent decolonization (Volume 1), and their future development potential (Volume 2). An abbreviated and updated summary volume on the same area, The Modem Maghreb, appeared in 1970; this was Samir Amin’s first book to be translated into English (as The Maghreb in the Modem World).25



    In French, meanwhile, Amin continued to maintain his prodigious rate of production of a book a year on average.


    1967 brought forth his classic study of the development of capitalism in the Ivory Coast26 (which also provided the material for his final thesis d’agregation).27 Interestingly, it was thus only in his fourth book that he first turned to study an instance of full-blown « peripheral capitalism ». In 1969 came a slight variation : a book focussing not on a country but on a class (another thing critics have accused him of not doing), namely the Senegalese business community.28



    The focus on a country returns in his next book (1970), although geographically Amin’s gaze has shifted east and south to the limits of former French Africa : the countries of Equatorial Africa (Congo-Brazzaville, Chad, Central African Republic, Gabon and Cameroon).29 Finally, and as if to summarize this phase of his research and its findings, in 1971 Amin produced a general survey of developments in 11 countries of West Africa : the nine which are Francophone, plus Ghana and the Gambia. This book did appear in English, in 1973; albeit under a title Neo-Colonialism in West Africa much inferior to the original French (which translates as West Africa Blocked : the Political Economy of Colonization 1880-1970).30



    It is an impressive record, by any count : eight books published in as many years, studying in depth the structures of up to 20 countries. No brief account can do justice or even convey the flavour and force of this essential part of Amin’s work. Nonetheless, there may be room for a few general observations as well as some specific comments.


    Several things can be said about these books in general. Their coverage has already been indicated. By region, they span ex-French Africa in its totality, from Senegal to Chad and from Morocco to the Congo; plus Egypt, and two of the four Anglophone states of West Africa. By regime, they consider a variety of self-styled « socialisms » as well as different modalities of colonial and post-colonial capitalism.


    There are also common aspects to Amin’s approach in these books. At one level, to reiterate, they are profoundly empirical. Not the least of their merits is that they are all highly informative accounts of the countries concerned. At times, in fact, the sheer volume of data, figures and detail make it hard to see the wood for the trees (at the opposite end of the spectrum from what might be called the « stratospheric » Amin of, for example, Class and Nation).31



    This dense volume of facts is mostly within an economic framework : these are primarily economic analyses in both their object and method, that is, Amin analyses economic trends and phenomena, using economic tools. Secondly and secondarily, adding depth to the former, historical analysis is more or less present in most of these works; the book on former French Equatorial Africa is subtitled as an « economic history ».


    
Politics, on the other hand, is for the most part relatively underplayed in these works, again in a dual sense. The polity is not their principal object of analysis; and the analysis itself is not explicitly couched in political categories. One should stress « relatively », here. Not only does the amount of political analysis (in either sense) vary from book to book; but one can see in all of them — more so with hindsight, perhaps — an implicit concern with, and relevance to the kinds of theoretical issues which would be overtly posed in Amin’s writings of the 1970s. It might be helpful to try to tease out at least some of these themes, by moving now from general remarks to the particular concerns of the specific works.


    As mentioned above, Amin’s first three published books are all more or less concerned with the critique of avowed « socialisms ». Admittedly, in these early writings the critique is muted in various ways : mostly implicit, couched in terms of economic appraisal, rarely strident. The exception on all counts is Nasser’s Egypt, where Amin was protected by anonymity. In other ways too, this earliest of his works studied an « untypical » case — that is, highly unlike the societies of Subsaharan West Africa which were to become Amin’s major field of work. It will not be further considered here, save to note the decisive importance of this text to a full evaluation of Amin’s overall political thought and its formation.


    The first impression of Three African Development Experiences is of drowning by statistics : from pages 21 to 58, for example, there is a figure or table on every page.


    More than half the book is devoted to Mali, doubtless reflecting Amin’s years of employment there : Guinea and Ghana receive briefer treatment. But the general picture which emerges is fairly uniform; and seeds are planted of themes that will sprout in Amin’s later work. He is profoundly critical of what he does not yet, at least here, call « petty-bourgeois socialism ». Essentially, if implicitly, the charge is of failing to break with existing economic patterns and frameworks, political rhetoric aside. Amin shows how these regimes all attempted, in the absence or inadequacy of investment revenues, to « advance » via deficit financing. The only tangible product of this was, not socialism, but inflation. There was little else to show by way of economic growth, let alone social welfare or redistribution. Agriculture remained largely untransformed; industry (if any) was of the traditional type.


    Amin can scarcely have been surprised when two out of these three regimes subsequently fell; nor does he regard their successors as much changed.32 Speculatively, one might suggest that his critique of these « Inflationist solutions » in Africa paralleled the simultaneously emerging critique of import-substitution economic strategies in Latin America.33 In both cases, beginning from avowed rejection of a colonially oriented past and its results, reforming governments mooted an ambitious alternative. In both cases, the « alternative » failed : failed, above all, to transcend the limitations imposed by its context, which ultimately it had not challenged — in theory or practice — sufficiently fundamentally. The result, in both cases, was that a more radical critique emerged out of the debris : the dependency school (epitomized, but not monopolized, by Andre Gunder Frank)34 in Latin America, and in Africa the further theoretical development of Samir Amin.


    If the three West « African development experiences » received rather uneven treatment, this cannot be said of the North African trio studied in The Economy of the Maghreb. Not only is the latter a much deeper study, but also Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia possess a profound regional unity of geographical and historical experience, quite non-comparable with the mere ties of « orientation » that brought together Mali, Guinea and Ghana (the last-named not even being contiguous with the other two). Hence, the first of Amin’s two volumes on the Maghreb is able to subsume the region as a whole in a total perspective, comprising natural resources, population, social structures, economic transformation, and political history. In fact « unity » is the keynote of this work in several ways. Despite the avowedly different strategies followed by each regime — « socialist » Algeria, monarchist Morocco, Tunisia somewhere in between — Amin stresses the similarities not only of pre-existing economic and social structures but also of results. Volume 2 compares development plans and potentials for each country, concluding that a much more far-reaching transformation is called for, of which a crucial aspect is the integration of the region as a whole. Here we have one of Amin’s signal themes : hostility to colonial balkanization, and stress on the need for « les grands espaces » in order to overcome fragmentation and promote genuine development.


    (This recurring emphasis, it may be said, would appear to separate Amin from the otherwise similar perspectives of Clive Thomas;35 the latter being an avowed proponent of the feasibility of « socialism-even-in-one-small-Third-World-country ».)


    Amin’s next work, as stated above, finally confronts a model of capitalism in one country. With The Development of Capitalism in the Ivory Coast, he is dealing with one of the « growth miracles » extolled in the West : an economy whose annual rate of growth averaged 9% and whose exports quadrupled in the period 1950-65. Amin does not deny these quantitative achievements, nor the corresponding changes in economic and social structures. It is rather the evaluation of the direction of development which concerns him. He points to such factors as : the continuing dominance of foreign capital, the absence of significant local savings, the regional imbalances, the paradoxical combination of high unemployment and a large influx of foreign labour, the pronounced rural stratification and the general slowing down of the economy from around 1965 onwards. And his conclusion is as follows :


    The Ivory Coast... provides an excellent case study of « growth without development » : that is to say, growth created and maintained from the outside, without the structures thus established permitting one to foresee any automatic evolution towards the further stage of self-centred national development, moved by its own internal dynamism.36



    Here we see posed — perhaps for the first time, and certainly much more explicitly than heretofore — the assumption of Amin’s fundamental problematic of « autocentric » versus « extraverted » development paths.


    Amin turned his attention to former French Equatorial Africa with his Economic History of the Congo 1880-1968 (1969). (The title is slightly misleading, since its actual scope is wider than Congo-Brazzaville alone.) After a short historical first part on the Congo written by the French historian Catherine Coquery-Vidrovich, Amin devotes five chapters to the Congo since 1960 and two chapters to the other four countries of the area (Cameroon, Gabon, Chad and the Central African Republic) during the same period. Again his method is totalizing, and the conclusions are becoming familiar in general : neither « socialist » (Congo) nor capitalist (the other countries) national strategies can even begin to tackle the real problems of development, which can only be solved on at least a regional basis. The general tone of the book is more militant than hitherto, perhaps because the author was beginning to feel no longer alone (for the first time he cites the work of Gunder Frank and other kindred souls). At the same time, his criticisms of « socialism » in the Congo are tempered by an awareness of the particularly rapacious and destructive impact of French colonialism there, which imposed a crippling inheritance from the point of view of any effort at transformation.


    The « statistical » side of Amin’s work reaches its climax, and its marriage with his theoretical work (which we have yet to consider in detail) is finally if surreptiously consummated, in his book Neo-Colonialism in West Africa. Here we both review old acquaintances (Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Ivory Coast) some years on, and also see the analysis applied to the remainder of the West African francophone states (plus Gambia) : Senegal, Mauritania, Upper Volta, Niger, Dahomey, and Togo.37 In fact, apart from Senegal, which occupies nearly a quarter of the text, the four countries which he has studied previously receive most attention, the newcomers being generally limited to a dozen pages each.


    The work is so constructed that each country is considered twice. The first part constructs a typology of the varieties of « externally oriented economic development », while, in the second part, the countries are regrouped on the basis of their attempted policy solutions. Both typologies might cause some surprise to those who go by appearances. Part One distinguishes four varieties of external orientation. First the « plantation economy », such as in Ghana up to 1950 and Ivory Coast since then (« the precocious miracle » and « the contemporary miracle »). This is marked by a period of more or less rapid export-based growth, which, however, fails to debouch into « self-centred growth » and sooner or later runs out of steam. Senegal would seem also to belong in this category, having set out along the same road much earlier (from 1830 onwards) and having, therefore, come up against its limits sooner — as now has Ghana, but not yet Ivory Coast.


    Second is the « enclave mining economy », whose prime exemplars in West Africa are Guinea and Mauritania. (These categories are not of course static in their application; thus a third country, Niger, will be moving into this group as its uranium begins to be exploited.) Here again, despite often rapid growth rates (Mauritania’s has recently been as high as 13% p.a.) based on exports whose value is generally at least sufficient to avoid balance of payments problems, there is never any prospect of transition to an inward-looking form of development. On the contrary, the mining sector remains an enclave, and in extreme cases the economy is « totally disarticulated ».


    A third category consists of countries whose development was actively blocked or destroyed by colonialism. Amin’s main example here is Dahomey (now Benin) which as an independent kingdom in the mid-19th Century was already exporting as many palm oil products as it would be in 1960. French colonialism destroyed the social structure and diverted the surplus from this trade to itself : the result has been economic stagnation, a permanent financial crisis, and political instability. Togo is also placed in this category; although here the « blocked » development was itself colonial in origin, namely Germany’s « model colonization » which had already reached 1960s income level by 1914.


    Lastly, in contrast to the foregoing varieties of underdevelopment (understood as an active process of perverse transformation), there is also the exception which proves the rule : namely, countries which by and large remained undeveloped by colonization. In West Africa these « reservations », as Amin calls them, were mainly inland : Mauritania (before the iron and copper discoveries), Niger (similarly in transition, as we saw), Mali, and Upper Volta. Here, colonialism either failed or never tried to institute any form of underdevelopment. Nonetheless, such countries have played an important role as labour reserves : Upper Volta has had nearly a million workers in the Ivory Coast, and Mali and Mauritania still send tens of thousands of workers to France itself.


    In Part Two of Neo-Colonialism in West Africa, Amin discusses the various policy measures that have been attempted to cope with these situations. He distinguishes two modes of « liberal » strategy (« liberal » in financial terms), although in the long run there is only one : some countries (Dahomey, Niger, Togo, Upper Volta), within the context of the present system, are permanently doomed to budgetary and balance of payments instability, while others (Ivory Coast, Mauritania) are for the time being less hard pressed on account of export revenues. But there is always the example of Senegal as a portent of what happens when the « boom » is over.


    The only attempted alternative to « liberal » policies is, as we saw labelled by Amin, not « socialist » but merely « inflationist ». Here he returns to the trio of Ghana, Guinea and Mali, showing how, in the absence of substantial investment revenues, they all attempted to advance through deficit financing, with inevitable inflationary consequences but little else to show at the end.


    Amin’s general conclusions are the same as before, although perhaps stated more forthrightly. More basic than the variety he describes is the essential uniformity these countries exhibit — external orientation and dependence, to which there are no purely national solutions. Planned inward-looking economic development is only possible on the basis of large spaces’ economically integrated. On that premise, but on that alone, West Africa’s prospects are good : Guinea’s bauxite and Mauritania’s iron could form a basis for industrialization in Senegal, for instance.


    There remains one further empirical book of Amin’s from this period to be discussed, somewhat different in character from the others. Senegalese Businessmen (1969) is a socio-historical account of an entire class (and I mean « entire », not a sample : Amin claims to have interviewed all of them!), the Senegalese commercial bourgeoisie. Fanon’s withering contempt for the « national bourgeoisie » as a whole38 has perhaps tended to pre-empt concrete investigation of this class in different countries. Amin restores the balance, but although his tone is far from Fanonist — many of those interviewed, he says, became his friends — the results of his investigations largely provide empirical reinforcement for Fanon’s a priori judgements. The Senegalese commercial classes have had their ups and downs, but in either case it has been as reagents rather than independent actors. In the 19th Century the French used them to penetrate inland and pave the way for formal political colonization. That same colonialism then turned on them in the 20th Century, when competition from « petits blancs » and Lebanese led to severely discriminatory measures against indigenous traders. Since 1958 their fortunes have revived somewhat, as foreign capital (large and small) has withdrawn from certain sectors as profitability declined. Yet they remain essentially weak : credit is still scarce, they depend on the market provided by the state, and very few have made the crucial leap from commerce to industry (except in the service sector). The conclusion is inevitable : there is no prospect of this class playing the role of a classical « national bourgeoisie » in terms of accumulation and industrialization.
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