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Author’s biography


 

Daniel Foe, best known as Daniel Defoe, was born around the year 1660 near London. He was both an English writer, a journalist, and a pamphleteer. His father James Foe, who was Flemish, was a member of the Butcher's guild and a Presbyterian dissenter. 

Daniel Defoe was still a young boy when London got hit by the Great Plague in 1665, and later by the Great Fire of London in 1666. This fire destroyed the city but fortunately spared his household and a few others in the neighbourhood. 

His mother died when Daniel Defoe was only ten years old. After this tragedy, the young boy got under the tutelage of Reverand Morton who run a private institution in Newington Green. At that time in England, religion was almost a political matter, and the presbyterians were oppressed by the Anglican Church. 

James Foe wanted his son to take the cloth, but Daniel had other plans and decided to run away from him at the age 18. Daniel Defoe got into business selling both hats and wine. Because of his high ambitions and the purchase of a boat, he was often burdened with debts. He got married with Mary Tuffley in 1684. Despite the dowry Daniel Defoe received, his mariage got difficult because of his never ending debts and of the political and religious context. Nevertheless, this mariage lasted for about 50 years.

Daniel Defoe was a member of the Whig Party (a moderate political party, close to liberalism, which no longer exists). By the means of writing pamphlets, Defoe showed his oposition to the government of James of England.

In 1685, he took part in the revolt of Monmouth and escaped from the capital punishment that the majority of traitors were sentenced to.

Nevertheless, Daniel Defoe encouraged the revolution that would finally lead William of Orange to the throne.

Daniel Defoe was close to the new Monarch and subsequently got a few profitable contracts. He suggested to the Common’s speaker, Robert Harley, to create a political police that would help getting information on what was happening among the people.

As he started working as a spy and negociator for this new organism, a conflict with France ruined his business. In 1692, having too many debts, he got arrested, and eventhough Daniel Defoe complained about the cruelty of his creditors, it was manifest that his affairs were not always honest. 

The following years were spent travelling through Europe and Scotland. In 1695, he changed his name to Daniel De Foe and got back to England. He would later become Daniel Defoe. He then worked as a tax collector for glass, and the following year, he started to run a brick factory in Tilbury, Essex. 

His first notable work, An Essay Upon Projects, got published in 1697. Later on, Daniel Defoe published a number of pamphlets in favour of the King and his ideas. Unfortunately, when the King died in 1702, Queen Anne came to power and started to crusade against the nonconformists. Because of his pamphlets against Anglicanism, Daniel Defoe was arrested and got pilloried on the 31st of July, 1703. This happened after the publication of a satire of the Anglicans and the ‘occasional’ nonconformists : The Shortest-Way with the Dissenters.  

He got accused of being a dissident, and the legend has it that while he was pilloried, he never got any harm from the people, only flowers, and the audience, drank his health and celebrated his poem Hymn to the Pillory. He finally got imprisoned in Newgate’s jail, but thanks to the financial help of Robert Harley, he was released and agreed to cooperate with the Government’s intelligence. In 1707, he worked on the annexation of Scotland to Great Britain : The Scotsmen trusted him as he was a dissident to the Anglican Church.

In 1704, Defoe started to run a periodical called The Review. The same year, he published The Tempest, a collection of testimonies about the tempest that devastated London and Bristol in 1703. This is now considered to be the first real journalistic endeavour. Until 1713, the review, which had other themes than political ones, was published three times a week.
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