
        
            
                
            
        

    
 

 

Pride and Prejudice

Jane Austen

(1813)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


Contents 

 

• Author’s biography 

 

• Work presentation 

 

• Summary 

 

• Reasons of success 

 

• Main themes 

 

• Study of the literary movement  

 

• Credits 

 

 



Author’s biography


 

Jane Austen was born on December 16th 1775, in Hampshire, Great Britain. Her father, William George Austen, was a clergyman and her mother, born Cassandra Leigh, was of aristocratic descent. The Austen family belonged to lower nobility. Jane had six brothers : James, George, Edward, Henry, Francis, Charles and an elder sister, Cassandra.

In 1782, both the sisters were sent to Oxford where a governess, Ann Cawle, took care of their education. They followed her to Southampton and then to Reading were a typhus fever epidemic spread. The sisters were promptly sent back to their family. In 1785, they went to boarding school where they were taught french, embroidery, dance, music and sewing. In December 1786, their parents became unable to pay for their school. They went back to the presbytery while their brothers kept studying in Oxford.

William George Austen owned a library of five hundred books and gave his children free access to it. He also provided them with writing material, very costly at the time. The Austen family were very fond of reading, they took pleasure in reading out loud, at night, after dinner. They also appreciated drama and the siblings enjoyed writing plays and acting.

Jane starts writing in 1787. Her first works are joined together under the title Juvenilia, they include an epistolary novel, Love and Friendship, and some historical writings, like The History of England. They are parodies of sentimental and historical novels. 

Jane reads and writes, among other artistic activities. As an accomplished young woman, she helps her mother with the housework. At night, she reads her own works aloud to her family. Those readings made her want to become a professional writer. Between 1793 and 1795, she writes a short epistolary novel : Lady Susan. 

In 1795, she produces a second novel of the same literary genre, Elinor and Mariann. During the same year she meets Thomas Langlois Lefroy, a law graduate, but not a wealthy man. Jane having no dowry, the Langlois family took their son away.  

In 1796, the young woman writes her first novel, First Impressions, that she will finish a year later. Her family really appreciates the novel and her father wants to have it published, but Thomas Cadell, publisher at the time, turned him down.

Jane Austen works on Elinor and Mariann again, she transforms it into a proper novel and changes the title : Sense and Sensibility. 

She then writes Susan which will later become Northanger Abbey, a parody of the Gothic Novel, very popular genre at the time. Henry, her elder of one year, manages to sell Susan to the publisher Benjamin Crosby. However, the latter lets the novel sink into oblivion.

In 1800, the Austen family settles in Bath, in Somerset. In 1802, Jane receives what seems to be her only marriage proposal, that she accepts first, before changing her mind.

In 1804, she begins writing a novel entitled The Watsons, but stops working on it at William George Austen’s death in 1805. Right then, mother and daughters find themselves in a precarious situation. The Austen sons help them financially. In 1806, Franck can accommodate his mother and sisters. In 1809, Edward provides them with a cottage on his estate called Chawton House.

Cassandra and Jane are considered old maids, the first has lost her fiancé to the yellow fevers of Santo Domingo, the second most likely never had any suitor. They devote themselves to the tasks coming with their social statuses, they take care of the poor and the ill, and manage the family house. Jane also starts writing again.

In 1809, Jane Austen can buy back Susan from Benjamin Crosby.

Her novel Sense and Sensibility is accepted by Thomas Egerton and the book is published in November 1811.

She then has First Impressions published under a new title : Pride and Prejudice by the same publisher in June 1813, and the book is better received than the previous one.

In 1812, she starts writing Mansfield Park, which will be published in 1814. However this novel is less successful than the others.

In 1815, she works with another book house and has her fifth novel, Emma, published. She may have been advised to dedicate it to George IV, which she did with no great enthusiasm. Nonetheless, the book is very welcome and the prince regent appreciates the gesture.

In 1816, Jane starts writing The Elliots which will later be named Persuasion. During that same year, Henry goes bankrupt and gets into debt. His brothers and him cannot help their mother and sisters any longer. Jane’s health starts deteriorating quickly. But she keeps on writing, she finishes The Elliots and starts writing The Brothers which she will not have time to achieve. Jane Austen dies on July 18th 1817 at the age of forty one.

Cassandra and Henry have a book compiling Persuasion and Northanger Abbey published in 1917 by John Murray. Jane Austen’s anonymity disappears with the Biographical Note written by her brother in the book. But the sales, good at first, finally stop. Twelve years later, Richard Bentley decides to publish all of Jane Austen’s novels for his collection "Standard Novels".
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