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Sydney at the Turn of the Millenium




    From her lowly beginnings as a convict settlement in the late eighteenth century, Sydney is soaring into the new millennium as one of the world’s most stylish and cosmopolitan cities. No longer bound by her geographical isolation, the premier state’s (as New South Wales is called) premier city is host to the Olympic Games in the year 2000, and is one of the hottest international travel destinations. Yet Sydneysiders, who modestly proclaim their home as “the best address on earth” have long appreciated the city’s infinite pleasures: the sun and surf; the café culture and fine cuisine; the cultural treasures – both colonial and contemporary; the multicultural mélange, and the decadent nightlife.




    From a visual perspective, with the breathtaking scenery of its harbour, cliffs and beaches, and ample parks and gardens, Sydney is the most picturesque (dare we say ‘operatic’) of urban environments. The city itself however is not an exemplary model of urban planning, with many streets simply tracing the colonial bullock paths upwards from the harbour. As a result, a haphazard group of neighbourhoods with distinct personalities – including Chinatown, Darlingurst, the Rocks, Kings Cross – are wedged together around the city centre albeit interspersed with large expanses of greenery, such as the Domain and vast concrete pedestrian malls like those at Darling Harbour. Fine examples of Georgian and Victorian architecture abound, from the great bastions of civic power in the central business district and Macquarie Street to the famed terrace houses of Paddington. Beyond the city centre lie chic residential neighbourhoods and the natural wonders of sea and sand – most notably Bondi and Manly beaches – which are as much a part of Sydney’s iconography as the Harbour Bridge and the Opera House.
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The Central Business District




    From a distance, the imposing skyline of Sydney’s central business district, known as CBD, would seem to confirm the city’s claim (hotly disputed by its historical rival, Melbourne!) of being the business capital of Australia. The claim to commercial precedence is not however reflected in the district’s girth, a relatively small area bounded by Circular Quay to the north, Chinatown to the south, Darling Harbour to the west, and on the eastern periphery by the green expanse extending from the Domain to Hyde Park.
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      1. Sydney CBD
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      2. Archibald Fountain (1932) in Hyde Park by French sculptor F. Sicard features motifs from Greek mythology.
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      3. Sydney’s famed sunlight creates gorgeous reflections in the glass façades of city buildings
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      4. A view of Sydney Cove
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      5. View of the city from Bennelong Point, site of the Sydney Opera House
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      6. Hyde Park


    




    Hyde Park, named after its London predecessor, originally marked the outskirts of the township. Today it forms a leisurely breach in the city’s commercial tide, with its handsome public art and luxurious lawns.




    Alongside is the city’ s central hub, a compact grid dissected horizontally by pedestrian malls and vertically overshadowed by modern towers such as the elegant Chifley Square. From close-by, the citadel of steel and glass is tempered by buildings which, while smaller in scale, emanate a poetic grandeur.




    On streets whose names reflect the early Australian obsession with its British forbears – Clarence, Kent, Pitt, George and Elizabeth – rise the architectural fantasies of the Victorian Age. Eclectically borrowing from earlier periods, Victorian architects fashioned a series of monumental buildings in sandstone quarried from nearby Pyrmont. Colonnaded edifices in the Classical Revival style soberly reside as backdrops to the bustle of lunchtime crowds of office-workers, while Romanesque façades beam capriciously at shoppers segueing from speciality shops to departments stores.




    George Street, whose kingly sway through the length of the CBD resembles a grand New York avenue, is home to many fine examples of Victoriana. At the southern end near Sydney Square glower the lion-heads on the ornate façade of the Town Hall, Sydney’s most elaborate building. At a few steps southwards on Sydney Square, in imitation of York Minster, hover the twin peaks of Sydney’s oldest Gothic Revival cathedral, St. Andrews. On the eastern edge of Hyde Park is the precious Great Synagogue, home to Sydney’s longest established Jewish congregation and perhaps the finest work of Sydney Hospital architect, Thomas Rowe. A short stroll away across the green lawns to the park’s western edge is St. Mary’s, the Gothic Revival style cathedral serving Sydney’s Catholic population.
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