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    The future of socialism




    Preliminary


    Abstract


    Samir Amin is an Egyptian national and one of the leading scholars in the world in this era. He has written many books particularly on the subject of political economy, twelve of these having been translated from the French into English. He is currently Director of the Third World Forum’s Strategies for the Future of Africa Project in Dakar, Senegal.


    Translator


    Translated from the French by Michael Wolfers




    Foreword


    On the occasion of its international seminar on Democracy, Socialism and Development, the Southern Africa Political Economy Series (SAPES) Trust is honoured to publish this essay by this outstanding scholar. Samir Amin remains one of the consistent and constant intellectuals in the decades that have seen others either compromised on the altar of careerism or destroyed by the combined forces of external and internal intrigue in the post-colonial situation. It is Samir Amin who has taught us that the only viable way of sustaining a progressive intellectual tradition is for Third World scholars — and Africans in particular — to organise themselves in such groupings as the Third World Forum (which Samir Amin leads) and this the Southern Africa Political Economy Series (SAPES) Trust. Such organisations should provide not only the framework for progressive intellectual discourse but also a more congenial home for the enhancement of collegiating among African scholars.


    But above all, organised African scholarship should seek, through such organisations as SAPES to interact with the wider society, creating space in the context of the struggle for democracy during this post-colonial era, and projecting the African identity in a world that has thrived over the centuries, if also because of Africa’s demise and denigration at the hands of foreigners from the northern hemisphere. Clearly, a major scholarship remains so dependent upon external aid; and it is too early to expect that the African scholarship fraternity could survive entirely on its own resources. However, the SAPES experiment might yet demonstrate otherwise. Through such publications as this one by Samir Amin, SAPES hopes to develop a financial base in addition to its administrative and managerial base, with which to support research, documentation and more and more publications for both the institutions of higher learning and the public in general.


    Samir Amin’s monograph speaks for itself. It will inspire the optimists in their search for an « alternative development » other than the one which has so far appeared to « surrender to global constraints ». For Samir Amin, socialism remains an essential project for society :


    The changes in the world economy and political and cultural situation are not expected to alter the polarising character inherent in... capitalism, but can only heighten the contradictions.


    The policies of surrender to world unification through the market — described as « adjustment »... — are not, therefore, an acceptable alternative to the national and popular rupture that is still necessary, and more than ever so.


    It is always difficult for the social analysts to answer those pessimists who demand to know the process — and the time frame — through which change and transformation is to be effected. But then historical processes are not a one-day affair; it is the test of a good analysis that it provides at least the main elements in that process, the protagonists and antagonists in that struggle for democracy and development. And what are these elements and how are they likely to act in that struggle?


    The national bourgeoisies of the Third World, who had co-opted the national liberation movement to their own advantage, have already been largely turned into compradors by the evolution of the world systems. They are therefore incapable of mediating the new world-wide phenomenon to the advantage of their own country. The popular classes... are still at a moment of confusion following he exhaustion of the former national liberation movement. Hence it is difficult to forecast the precise next step in an uninterrupted popular revolution that still threatens the globalisation of upheavals in the peripheries of the system that will for a time remain as flash points.


    No doubt and quite characteristic of his earlier essays, Samir Amin still views the centre-periphery contradiction — the contradiction between the developed world and the Third World — as the main fulcrum for change and transformation. But he includes two other « orders of evolution » : the West-East relations and intra-Western competition. Therefore, the only viable strategy for progressive forces on a world scale is to build a « poly centric » world based on the progressive internationalism of thee peoples of the West, East and South. But « polycentrism » means that the countries of the East and the South should pursue development policies that will delink them from the North; and the countries of the East must move away from any attempt at the « restoration of capitalism »; those of the South should refuse to become compradors; and those of the progressive West should encourage the proliferation of « non-market social spaces » through reforms based on « socialisation of economic management ».
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