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    “When I judge art, I take my painting and put it next to a God made object like a tree or flower. If it clashes, it is not art.”




    Paul Cézanne
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      Portrait of the Artist


      




      1873-1876. Oil on canvas, 53 x 64 cm, Musée d'Orsay, Paris.


    




    
Chronology





    1839:




    Paul Cézanne is born on January 19, in Aix-en-Provence.




    1849-1851:




    Studies as a half-boarder at the St. Joseph school together with Philippe Solari, the future sculptor, and Henri Gasquet.




    1852-1858:




    Studies at the Collège Bourbon in Aix, with Émile Zola and Baptistin Baille. Enrolls at the municipal school of drawing at the Aix Museum.




    1859:




    Studies law at Aix University and continues to attend the municipal school of drawing from November 1859 until August 1860. Sets up a studio at the Jas de Bouffan.




    1861:




    Leaves Aix for Paris. Works at the Académie Suisse, meets Armand Guillaumin and Camille Pissarro, and paints a portrait of Zola, destroying it unfinished. Returns to Aix in September and starts work in his father’s bank. Attends the municipal school of drawing in Aix.




    1862:




    Leaves the bank in January and devotes himself entirely to painting. In November he goes a second time to Paris and settles there.




    1863:




    Works at the Académie Suisse together with Antoine Guillemet, Guillaumin, and Francisco Oller. He and Zola visit the Salon and the Salon des Refusés.




    1864:




    Sends one of his works to the Salon, but the Jury rejects it. Copies a painting by Eugène Delacroix at the Louvre.




    1866:




    The Jury of the Salon rejects his portrait of Valabrègue (V. 126). Cézanne writes a letter of protest to Count Nieuwerkerke, chairman of the Beaux-Arts, with the demand that the Salon des Refusés be reopened. Zola’s articles published in the newspaper L’Événement in defence of avant-garde artists are issued in a separate pamphlet with a dedication to Cézanne.




    1867:




    His paintings Punch and Rum and Intoxication are rejected by the Salon. Zola defends him in the press (Figaro, April 12, 1867).




    1869:




    Meets Hortense Fiquet (b. 1850), who works at a bookbinder’s and also as a model. Once again rejected by the Salon.




    1870:




    After the declaration of the Franco-Prussian war, he works in Aix and later goes to L’Estaque, accompanied by Hortense Fiquet. Zola comes to stay with him for a short time. After the pronouncement of the Third Republic, his father is elected a member of the Municipal Council and Cézanne a member of the fine arts commission of the Aix school. However, he does not participate in the commission’s activities.




    1872:




    Birth of Paul, his son, by Hortense Fiquet. Cézanne moves with his family to Pontoise where he works with Pissarro.
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