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			“There are images and records of objects in the sky that we can’t explain” (Barack Obama, May 17, 2021)

			 

			Since 2017, UFOs are no longer considered fiction. Declared a “serious matter” by the Pentagon, they are now entering the public debate on American, German and Japanese news channels.

			Egon Kragel has been an avid ufologist since childhood and has unearthed over 150 UFO cases. Some of these cases have fascinated the international press; others, more frightening, still raise questions.

			An outstanding storyteller, the author recounts in this book a dozen of the most disturbing cases that the Pentagon cannot explain. 

			 

			Egon Kragel, a great specialist in ufology, has also published UFO. Enquête sur un secret d’État (Le Cherche-Midi).
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			Quotes

			“The light of the mysteries penetrates better to those who do not expect it.”

			Saint Ambrose of Milan

			 

			 

			“One is quick to say: it is childish. What is childish is to imagine that by blindfolding oneself in front of the Unknown, one suppresses the Unknown.”

			Victor Hugo, Supreme Contemplation.

			 

			 

			“Under the guise of secrecy, the United States Air Force has engaged in a dangerous game. They are discrediting the UFOs which, despite the denials of the general staff, are operating in our skies.

			From the 1970s onwards, these demonstrations have multiplied. 

			At the same time, interceptor aircraft, under orders from the Aerospace Defense Command (ADC), were attempting to shoot down these unknown objects.”

			Major Donald Keyhoe (formerly assigned to the Pentagon, Naval Aviation Training Division).

			 

			 

		

	
		
			Foreword

			UFO stories. True stories. For a long time, they were considered as burlesque, zany stories, without any head or tail. A romantic gesture with distracting virtues. Military, scientists and journalists often tried to make fun of them. But aren’t they rather a fortuitous immersion in the complexity of our world? Each one - with his right to think beyond - will choose what suits him.

			I have always liked to rummage through chronicles: old newspapers, magazines, used books, passed from hand to hand. What treasures. So many stories, read in haste, with equal greed and ardor. A long journey, rigged like a ship, where sea, sky and earth merge. Where the improbable, the frightening and the unknown act as a free stage, a capricious cosmos.

			It is the UFOs, these clandestine fieffes, which, since always, had my preference. At the borders of the absurd, they took, against my will, the form of a passion. I tried at first - with a young immodesty, I admit it - to look for a logic in them. Or better still, to extract from them a serial grouping, a flagrant motive, a manifest homogeneity. But very quickly, I learned to my cost that I was attacking much more than me. That the unclassifiable, the impossible and even the absurd are human illusions. That they are bankruptcy, narrowness, limits of our glance. That the universe, since always, deploys its laws by laughing at us. That it is not reasonable, even in the heart of summer, to put in equation the miracle of the contemplated stars. 

			From this disenchantment, I drew my first lesson. Be humble now. And keep your mouth shut. Who knows? And who knows? So, without wanting to give up, how do we approach this strange phenomenon from now on?

			Just the stories. Stick to them. Stories that contain what we are. Of an infinite richness, everything passes through them. Spirituality, theatricality, psychology. A pinch of science, morality, historical experience. Isn’t that enough? Let’s add to that the beauty - I use this term deliberately - of human fragility, of the living word, of the face-to-face encounter with mystery. And the humor, indispensable antidote to the credulity of the layman that I am. 

			A non-conformist radio station, concerned with freedom - BTLV not to name it1 - proposed me from its birth to tell stories. Stories about UFOs. True stories that raise questions. To disorientate the listener from his tiredness. To find the marvelous astonishment of the tales of the past. 

			I accepted. I liked it. The microphone often has the magic of resurrecting the facts. 

			Here are some of the stories I had the pleasure of telling on the air. If some of them may seem familiar to the most knowledgeable among you, I bet they will be - to a new generation - discoveries.   

			And UFOs in all this?

			The UFO phenomenon exists. To believe or not to believe does not change anything to the case.

			For decades, or even longer, our skies have been full of strange phenomena, invasive and fleeting lights, objects with unprecedented maneuverability. What are they? Where do they come from? What are their intentions?

			They have a strange name: unidentified flying objects. Their acronym, with its labio-dental articulation point, imitates perfectly the crumpled air of a racing car trajectory.

			Recently, scientists prefer to call them “PAN”, or unidentified aerospace phenomena. It doesn’t matter. From one name to another, it is always a question of unpredictable apparitions, of free figures, of lightning speeds.

			They appear indifferently in the four corners of our planet, in the form of saucers, cigars, triangles or sometimes of so heterogeneous forms that one can easily speak, following the example of the French writer and ufologist AimÈ Michel, of a “festival of absurdities”.

			This phenomenon defies our physical laws, ignores our constraints of propulsion and gravity. It is said that these UFOs can penetrate or emerge from the oceans with the same celerity, the same flexibility. 

			Their high index of strangeness relegates them for ages to the rank of mysteries, devilries, paranormal prodigies. For the most Cartesian, they are only concrete natural phenomena, atmospheric or astronomical (meteors, planets, ball lightning...). Others see them as post-war fables, a barely pubescent, contemporary myth. Or dreams a little crazy straight from speculative fictions. Everyone will pick and choose as they see fit. 

			It moves in the sky UFO

			Acting since always in a space of appearance, the UFOs gain however, recently, a more “official” status. It moves in the UFO sky!

			Let’s summarize the facts. 

			On December 16, 2017, the New York Times newspaper revealed that the Pentagon acknowledges the existence of a covert program to investigate UFOs. The U.S. Department of Defense confirms that this program, called the Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification Program or ATIP, began in 2007 and ended in 2012. Its purpose: to investigate in-flight encounters between combat aircraft and unknown flying objects moving at high speed without visible propulsion or in a stationary position without apparent means of lift.

			However, The New York Times drops a scud: it maintains that investigations into incidents involving these UFOs continue. It points out that between 2007 and 2012, the program, known only to a small number of officials, had a budget of $22 million, out of the $600 billion allocated annually to the military. It was set up by former Nevada Democratic Senator Harry Reid, then Senate Majority Leader, who is interested in these unexplained phenomena.

			According to The New York Times, most of the money for the program went to an aerospace research company run by Robert Bigelow, a billionaire entrepreneur and longtime friend of Harry Reid. “We don’t have the answers, but we have plenty of evidence to justify asking questions,” the senator explained on his Twitter account after the New York Times investigation was published. “This is a scientific and national security issue. If America doesn’t step up to the plate and answer these questions, others will.”

			The New York Times also published three videos from the US military. One of these documents, which quickly went viral, raises real questions. It shows, in November 2004, an American fighter plane (an F/A-18 Super Hornet) chasing an oval, Tic Tac candy-shaped object the size of an airliner, off the coast of San Diego, near the California coast. The pilot claimed to have first observed a large submerged object causing an eddy on the surface of the water. And above it, moving erratically and performing maneuvers that defied all logic, this 40-foot-long (12-meter) Tic Tac. 

			This news, made public, created a great stir in the corridors of power in Washington. Highly influential senators, members of the Pentagon and former CIA directors suddenly began to talk about UFOs in a calm and serious manner. No more jeers, no more threats, no more “move along, there’s nothing to see”. John Podesta, former chief of staff to President Clinton, said, “It used to be a career-ender. You didn’t want to be caught talking about it...” That all seems to be changing. Suddenly, these UFOs that have long embarrassed the Pentagon brass are being made official.  

			A report that changes everything! 

			Following a request from the Senate, on June 25, 2021, a preliminary report, issued by the ODNI, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, was made public. This 9-page document, called Preliminary Assessment: Unidentified Aerial Phenomena, concerns UAPs. It is mainly intended for US military officials (land, air and sea).

			The document is based on 144 cases recorded between 2004 and 2021. We learn that 80 of them were confirmed by several means of detection: radar, infrared and electro-optical equipment. Most of these incidents involve “probably” physical objects, as corroborated by the detectors in question. The majority of these phenomena, we are told, have interrupted military maneuvers or activities!

			Of these 144 cases, 18 incidents were the subject of 21 reports, because the observed phenomena behaved in an astonishing way, outside of known flight characteristics. Stationary in strong winds at altitude, they could move against these winds and reach considerable speeds, without any means of propulsion. Most of these data come from the United States. Only one of these cases was formally identified: it was a deflating balloon.

			“Are we dealing with hypersonic technologies tested by China or Russia?

			Following the submission of this report, influential figures finally dared to speak out. Like John Ratcliffe - Director of National Intelligence under Donald Trump who oversaw the 18 American intelligence agencies. He declared on Fox News: “Frankly, there are many more observations than have been made public. Some of them have been declassified. We’re talking about objects that have been seen by Navy or Air Force pilots, or that have been spotted by satellite imagery, that frankly engage in actions that are difficult to explain, that have movements that are difficult to replicate, that we don’t have the technology for, or that move at speeds beyond the sound barrier without a sonic boom.” 

			In a deafening din of communications, the xxie century never ceases to boast of its victories, its technical advances. But from the periphery of the universe to its center, what have we learned? And what do we know? Not much, obviously. We try to tame atoms and viruses, without really mastering them. While the real unfolds its wonders far beyond us, our perceptions and understandings. 

			And what about UFOs in all this, which defy our pilots, violate our airspace and dance, unmolested, under the noses of the superpowers? Since their advent in June 1947, the question remains the same for the military who do not know what to do with them and for the civilians that we are. In the end, what are they really? Manifestations of another world, extravagance at the very heart of matter, mirages or tangible realities? 

			Reading these stories, let’s bet that for the time being, their main virtue consists in asking us about the “who” of “who are we?”, because Epicureans and Stoics agree on one point: only “others”, from a very distinct exterior, seem able to provide us with the answer. 

			 

			 

			

			
				
					1. Founded in 2013, BTLV is a multimedia platform, whose address is btlv.fr; in 2018, the Ministry of Culture granted it its approval as an online press site (n° 0326 W 93621).

				

			

		

	
		
			I. The hairy cone of Vins-sur-Caramy

			We are all from a country. Mine runs along the garrigues, from forested areas to hills, under a beautiful sky devoid of rain. Rare showers, that’s for sure, but a capricious wind, the great master, this mistral with its thick neck, which raises waves and dust. And slaps pines and mimosas. 

			My country, spangled with ochre, is Provence. The trains that carry tourists on hot days do not warn them of the mysteries to be found there. For my land, unusual and secret, has “as many as a pope can bless”. As we say in our country.

			As a child, in this land of light, everything prepares you for the marvelous: the grotto of Mary Magdalene and its prodigies, the arm of Saint Peter in Cuers or the door of the Pardon in the church of Correns. But it is towards the sky - on the other side of a schoolboy’s life - that I raised my eyes very early. I was still playing marbles when I was told about lights, about extraordinary machines flying over Carcès, Vins-sur-Caramy and Toulon... At 13, I went camping in Valensole, pitching my tent in the middle of the lavender fields. No UFOs, but the idea was there. Scrutinize, as much as possible our skies of a fertile blue. And to track down singular lights which dance there. 

			Since then, the years have passed. I knew my Provence was rich in mysteries. I used to talk about it in a low voice. But today, it is no longer me who says so. The very serious daily newspaper Var-Matin displayed on its front page, on March 15, 2015 (this is not so old), the apparitions of UFOs in the four corners of the Midi. In the introduction to this paper, the journalist Eric Marmottans asked the following question: “Does the attractiveness of the first tourist department of France extend beyond the borders of our solar system?”

			Yes, this Provence of cicadas and devouring fire, much coveted by the summer people, even troubled the high authorities of America... with a UFO of singular form which disconcerted them. Here is its history. 

			 

			 

			Date: April 14, 1957.

			Location: Vins-sur-Caramy in the Var, a small village near Brignoles. 

			 

			It is 3 pm. It is a very pleasant day. Marie Garcin is walking with her friend, Julia Rami, near the Château de Vins, on the departmental road 24.

			Suddenly, at a hundred meters, they see a curious metallic object which loses altitude and practically lands on the road. The object is of conical shape, its point directed downwards. As its upper part is convex, it looks a bit like a big top. It is about 1.5 meters high. Strange... it is bristling with metal-looking tigers animated by rapid vibrations. These rods,” says Julia Rami, “looked like car antennas. They were multicolored.

			The two walkers observe the object for a good ten minutes. At the moment when this strange “top” maneuvers to land, our two witnesses perceive a deafening noise. In fact, this noise is produced by a road sign located at 5 meters, which starts to oscillate and vibrate brutally, as if someone shook it energetically. Mrs. Rami and Garcin then push cries of fright.

			Alerted by this tumult, Jules Boglio, city councilor of Vins - who was taking care of his beehives, 200 meters higher on the hill -, rushes over. He thinks that a car accident has just occurred. Interloqué, he discovers a completely different spectacle: a conical object takes off by making great jumps above the road, then goes to land on a small road very close.

			I rushed to the presumed site of the accident,” says Jules Boglio, “and there I saw a machine making a huge jump. It came down into a field where it stopped. It stayed there for a few seconds, then went to land on a small dirt road.It was gray and bristling with antennae.

			To perform this maneuver, the “hairy cone” flew over a second sign. This panel, in its turn, started to vibrate. And subjected to brutal oscillations, emitted a strong resonance. Our three witnesses did not believe their ears or their eyes.

			Finally, the machine moved away towards the south-east at a moderate speed, totally silent, strangely swaying. Before disappearing at the level of the hills.

			Our three witnesses return home somewhat shaken. At first, they prefer to keep silent, fearing the ridicule. It is only the next morning that Julia Rami - who did not sleep a wink during the night!- decides to tell everything to her husband, the gardener. Then in the stride, will confide in Mr. Ventre, mayor of the village.

			The mayor then alerted the Brignoles gendarmerie, who quickly went to the scene. At the precise location of the landing, the gendarmes noticed that, on the side of the road, the earth had been violently swept away, “as if under the effect of a powerful blast”. Same thing on the small road where the earth is scattered on a diameter of approximately 1,5 meter. And the grass is scorched.

			48 hours after the observation, the viscountess Marie-Laure de Noailles, passing through Vins, picked up a piece of metal “as big as an olive and of tormented shape, as if it had been brought to a very high temperature”.

			She presents it successively to the personnel of the nearby electrochemical mine, then to a friend, captain of the Palyvestre base in Hyères. She then entrusted him to Mr. Roteley, a dentist friend who tried in vain to saw him, and to Mr. Rouiller, a plumber in the town. None of these people is able to say what it is about.

			After analysis, Mr. Cartoux, head of the electrothermal laboratory of the Pechiney Company, believes that the metallic fragment in question is a by-product of corundum, an unusual alloy manufactured in Paris. What would such a fragment of corundum from a factory located some 600 kilometers away be doing in Provence? 

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Reconstruction of the observation of the “hairy cone” of Vins-sur-Caramy

			Jimmy Guieu2 leads the investigation

			On April 17, 1957, Jimmy Guieu went to the scene. He was accompanied by Pierre Ayraud, sound engineer of the Radio Monte Carlo studio.  

			The two men are received by a gendarmerie adjutant. The man of law, very courteously, summarizes the case to them, specifying that the witnesses are “people of good faith, above any suspicion of deception”.

			However, the investigation proved difficult. It was impossible to locate the witnesses who, fearing any media coverage, had “gone underground”. The villagers are hardly more cooperative. Doors and shutters are slammed in the face of our investigators.

			A Citroën pulls up in the village square, with a policeman and a gendarme on board. The brigadier declares, peremptorily, that the case is solved. The “remote-controlled” machine certainly came from the base on the Ile du Levant. A lively exchange began. Jimmy Guieu contested this hypothesis. “No nation has a silently moving aircraft! he retorted. Moreover, if the road signs began to vibrate with such a din, it is because they must have been caught in the magnetic field propelling the craft. The gendarmes, somewhat overwhelmed by these considerations, remain speechless. 

			“Let’s see if there are magnetic remanences on the spot!”, proposed Jimmy Guieu. Perplexed but still intrigued, the gendarmes complied. 

			There,” said Jimmy Guieu, “in the presence of the police who, at my request, carefully monitored my experiment, I brought my compass close to the body of my 4CV and had the amplitude of the needle’s deviation noted: 3 to 4 degrees maximum. Then I put my compass on the exact spot where I had landed: negative result, no magnetic remanence.

			“However, 5 meters away, the signpost made the compass needle jump (approached at 5 cm), marking a deviation of 15 degrees! A moment later, we followed on the road the “line of flight” of the machine which, at about 100 meters from there, passed above another signpost. This sign (indicating Brignoles) was also “magnetized” and made the compass needle deviate by 15 degrees.

			The gendarmes are bluffed. What technology - in the 1950s - could cause such magnetic disturbances, they ask themselves?

			Back in the village, Jimmy Guieu met Mr. Rami, the village guard. After discussion, he agrees to go and find his wife and Marie Garcin who are hiding in the hill! This was a godsend, because the two women finally agreed to talk. The interview is then recorded by Pierre Ayraud and broadcast the same evening - April 17 - at 7 pm on Radio Monte Carlo. The listeners are dumbfounded. The flying saucers have definitely a predilection for this beautiful region that is Provence! 

			The regional press seized on the story. It announces that all the intelligence services of the country are on the teeth. The prefecture of Toulon, the scientific services of Lyon and Paris have indeed dispatched investigators. And the air police went to the scene (Inspector Rochu, from this formation, confirmed that one of their men went to the scene on April 18).

			In the end, the Brignoles gendarmerie wrote a precise and detailed report that it gave to the air police, the Ministry of the Interior, the command of the IVe air region as well as to several official organizations. Conclusion: unknown object “not coming from any French or foreign power”!

			The US military is interested in it 

			This surprisingly solid case also had an international impact. It landed in the US Air Force archives, including those of Project Blue Book (the largest official UFO investigation ever launched)! It was recorded in a 60-page report written by the Foreign Technology Division of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 

			Dr. J. Allen Hynek, astronomer and father of scientific ufology, states that this French case interested the American military. But they officially concluded that it was a “hoax”. According to Hynek, the high degree of strangeness and the unprecedented appearance of the craft disconcerted the US Air Force personnel who, for this reason, gave up on conducting an on-site investigation.
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			US Air Force document concerning the case of Vins-sur-Caramy

			Steven Spielberg enters the scene

			By reopening, years later, the file of Vins-sur-Caramy, an investigator put forward the hypothesis that the UFO seen in April 1957 was in fact a small helicopter. To which the ufologist René Fouéré retorted: “We also note that, according to information taken from the best sources, at the moment when the “top” began to rise, the witnesses saw a whirlwind of dust also rise. Rene Hardy points out that a helicopter would have, on the contrary, thrown the dust in all directions.” 

			In spite of these debates, the Provençal “hairy cone” received a late and unprecedented recognition since it inspired one of the masterpieces of American cinema. In the 1970’s, when Jacques Vallée met the director Steven Spielberg, he told him in detail the story of Mrs. Rami and Garcin in 1957. Later, when the director made his iconic film Encounters of the Third Kind, he used a very precise detail. During a scene that has become cult, when a UFO appears, he made one of the signposts on the side of the road vibrate!  

			Sources

			Var-Matin, April 18, 1957 - Var-Matin, April 26, 1957 - Ouranos n° 21, 3e quarter 1957, pp. 50-52 - Ouranos n° 28, September 1961, pp. 17-18 - Three Unidentified Flying Objects Land in France, report of the Foreign Technology Division, Wright-Patterson US Air Force base, December 22, 1964 - TV report “ Actualités de Provence “, broadcasted on April 22, 1965 - Aimé Michel, À propos des soucoupes volantes, Planète, 1966, pp. 247-248 - Phénomènes spatiaux n∞ 17, 3e quarter 1968, pp. 6-7 - Lumières dans la nuit n∞ 104, February 1970, pp. 8-9 - Var-Matin La République, Draguignan, January 15, 1972 - J. Allen Hynek, Les Objets volants non identifiés, mythe ou réalité ? J’ai Lu, 1972, pp. 215-217 - Inforespace n° 12, 1973, p. 4 - Fenómenos Aéreos n∞ 3, July-September 1980, p. 13 - Awareness, vol. 14, n° 4, season 1985-6, pp. 20-22 - MUFON UFO Journal n∞ 288, April 1992, p. 17 - Henri Julien and Michel Figuet, Ovni en Provence, Éditions de Haute-Provence, 1993, pp. 186-188 - Les Mystères de l’Est n∞ 5, year 1999, pp. 21-23 - Var-Matin, March 15, 2015 - El Ojo Critico n∞ 85-86, December 2017, p. 67.

			 

			 

			

			
				
					2. Jimmy Guieu (1926-2000) : at the same time science fiction novelist, radio man and ufologist, he integrated the Ouranos Commission founded in 1951, one of the first French research groups on UFOs. He wrote many articles for the magazine Ouranos, of which he was the head of the investigation department. Then, in 1980, he co-founded the IMSA (World Institute of Advanced Sciences).

				

			

		

	
		
			II. The wave of foo fighters of the Second World War

			1er September 1939: the Second World War is declared, mobilizing for 6 years 61 nations and more than 100 million combatants. 

			Aviation has undergone enormous progress. The invention of radar, on-board weaponry, the power of fighter engines, and radio communications made aeronautics an essential component of this conflict. 

			In the summer of 1939, the German air force was unparalleled. They had 4,021 operational aircraft, including 1,191 bombers, all maintained and flown by 2 million men. In comparison, France and England had only half that number.

			During these war years, 850,000 aircraft were produced. It is not surprising that humans discovered uncharted spaces and colonized the sky! During offensive raids, these pioneers came across some strange phenomena. If we are to believe the pilots of the Second World War, strange things are happening in these skies of confrontation. As early as 1940, fluorescent spheres, “endowed with reason”, escorted fighter planes and bombers. With extraordinary speed, these unknown “machines” approached military aircraft without causing any damage. And no belligerent claims to have designed or used them.

			Portrait of the phenomenon

			The pilots describe luminous balls of rather modest size. Of red, orange, green or white color, their brightness is very intense. The military speak of “crystal balls”, “golden phosphorescent spheres” or “Christmas balls”. Their appearance varies: some appear metallic, silver, while others are described as translucent “like glass”. 

			They can be seen over Europe (France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Sicily), but also over Norway, Tunisia, the Pacific Ocean, Japan, Ceylon, the Indian Ocean, Burma... This is undoubtedly a global phenomenon.

			The origin of the name

			The Germans call them Kraut Bolids. The English pilots called them The Light or The Thing. The French called them ghost fighters. 

			But it was the Americans who were to make history with this phenomenon. The 415e night fighter squadron called these “fireballs” foo fighters. They were inspired by the comic strip Smokey Stover, which was very popular at the time and featured a rather crazy fireman. The term foo derives from the French word “feu” (the phenomenon is often described as “a ball of fire”). 

			Other pilots dispute this origin and claim that the name comes from the exclamation Phooey! which means: “Oh no! Gee!” While the military in Korea prefer to call them Gremlins. 
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			Copy of the North American comic strip Smokey Stover

			Behavior of the phenomenon

			With an extraordinary velocity, these luminous spheres sometimes rise from the ground to meet the planes. Or appear from nowhere. They then escort the bombers, changing color, from orange to red and then to white. 

			They are never offensive and pose no threat to aircraft in flight. Since they seem to “observe” and “play” with pilots, pilots attribute “intelligent behavior” to them. Most of them are not detected by radar. They can be observed day and night.

			What disconcerts and worries the military is that they are, by far, faster and more agile than British, German, Japanese or French aircraft. 

			A veteran ex-B-17 pilot sums up their modus operandi perfectly: “Suddenly, they would appear against the wing of your plane. There were six or eight of them. They would fly in perfect formation. You would turn, they would turn with you. You gained altitude, they gained altitude. You would dive, they would dive together. You couldn’t get rid of them. They were small aluminum objects, of a dirty gray. They measured between 2 and 3 meters in diameter... No cockpit, no window, no sign of life. When these things got tired of playing, they would fly off into space and disappear at a prodigious speed.”  

			A first demonstration

			June 25, 1942. Lieutenant Roman Sabinski, later commander of the 301e bomber squadron of the British Royal Air Force (RAF), reported the sighting of a spherical object over Holland.

			That evening, the weather was mild, the sky perfectly clear. Lieutenant Sabinski - a soldier of the Polish division attached to the RAF - was returning from a mission. He had participated in the bombing of strategic German sites in the Ruhr Valley. Suddenly, the tail gunner informed him that an enemy plane had just chased them. Sabinski left his seat to observe the intruder. He saw “a very bright light” on their tail. “If it gets any closer, open fire,” he tells the gunner on duty. Sabinski is worried. He thought it was a German fighter that had placed a light on his nose. This was unusual, as enemy aircraft were usually equipped with lights on their wings.

			 The “object” is getting closer and closer. And it is not a plane. It is a round “thing”, about the size of a full moon as seen from the ground. It is not white, and seems to be made of shiny copper, “rather dull like a setting sun”. Its contours are imprecise, vaporous. “Take it down!”, Sabinski orders. Four machine guns then fire in concert.

			The tracer bullets hit their target perfectly. But “they penetrate the object without coming out. And instead of falling back to the ground, they vanish! The crew is appalled. The strange phenomenon does not seem to be affected at all by the heavy fire it has just suffered. Still intact, the sphere then moves at a prodigious speed and comes to position itself at 180 meters of the wing of the bomber. The gunners of head and tail empty again their weapons on the intruder. Without any result. Sabinski recalls: “I went back to the cockpit, took over the controls and tried to avoid the intruder because I was really worried about it. I also had no idea what it was. I maneuvered quite violently, but the object remained stuck to the wing of my aircraft. That means it was moving extremely fast so it wouldn’t let go of us.” 

			Then suddenly, the object leaps and precedes the bomber. “It sped by at a prodigious speed, at an angle of 45 degrees, to merge among the stars.”

			Once he had landed, Roman Sabinski reported his observation to his unit’s intelligence office. He was greeted with loud laughter. “How many beers have you had?” he was asked. 

			Later, while talking with a captain of the Wellington bomber unit, Sabinski learned that other pilots had experienced the same phenomenon. But these men preferred to keep quiet to avoid the mocking and humiliating remarks of their superiors.

			Sources

			UFO NYT, September 1962, p. 186 - Henry Durrant, The Black Book of Flying Saucers, Robert Laffont, 1970, p. 76 - UFODATA Magazine, September-October 2007, p. 35 - Keith Chester, Strange Company, Anomalist Books, 2007 

			A fleet of 150

			August 12, 1942, 10 a.m.

			Not all sightings of mysterious celestial objects are made only by pilots. Thus a soldier of the 1re Marine Division, in bivouac with his squad on the island of Tulagi (south of the Solomon Islands), was able to observe metallic objects from the ground. On watch west of Guadalcanal, Sgt. Stephen J. Brickner reports:

			“It was a bright tropical morning, with high banks of white, woolly clouds. I was cleaning my rifle on the edge of my trench, when suddenly the siren announcing an air raid sounded.

			“I immediately ducked into my trench with my back to the ground and my face to the sky. I heard the formation before I saw it. And the sound I perceived intrigued me. It was a loud roar that seemed to echo in the sky. It did not sound at all like the “sewing machine” sound of Japanese air formations. A few seconds later, I saw a fleet of silver objects appear directly above my head.

			“I was very tense because it was my 5e day of combat in the Marines. So it was easy to mistake anything that crossed at altitude for Japanese aircraft. At first, I thought that was the case. But these objects were flying high above the clouds, too high to be a squadron coming to bomb our little island. Someone in a nearby trench shouted that they were Japanese planes looking for our fleet. I accepted this explanation with some reservations. First, the formation was huge. I would say there were over 150 objects there. Instead of the usual tight “V” of 25 aircraft, this formation was moving in straight lines of 10 to 12 objects, one behind the other. Their speed was a little faster than that of the Japanese planes. In fact, they were soon out of sight. 

			“I was puzzled by some of the details. I could not make out any wings or tails on these objects. They seemed to fly with a slight wobble. Every time they wobbled, they glinted in the sunlight. Their color was like polished silver. Of course, no bombs were dropped. It was the most impressive and frightening sight I have ever seen in my life.

			We will find, in future UFO observations, this “oscillatory” mode of displacement (cf. the observation of Kenneth Arnold in 1947 and many others).
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			Reconstruction by Stephen J. Brickner

			Sources

			Civilian Saucer Intelligence of New York No. 22, December 15, 1957, p. 28 - Timothy Good, Above Top Secret, Quill William Morrow 1988, p. 18 - MUFON UFO Journal No. 476, December 2007, p. 12 

			The Air Ministry is concerned

			A day in December 1942. 7 p.m.

			B.C. Lumsden took the controls of his Hurricane and took off from England. This British pilot of the RAF had to carry out a control mission over the French coast. 

			20 hours. Lumsden flew over the mouth of the Somme at an altitude of 2,000 meters. The flight is going smoothly. Suddenly, our pilot saw 2 orange lights coming up from the ground to meet him... and they started to follow him!

			At first, Lumsden thinks it’s a tracer shot from a flak gun. But he quickly changes his mind. These projectiles are moving too slowly. He then begins a tight turn. To port, the lights suddenly appear larger and more intense. They stop their ascent and stay level with the aircraft. Our pilot panics. He negotiated a second sharp turn. No use, the lights are right on his tail! Lumsden then starts a dive, diving to 1,200 meters. The lights are still there, sticking to his wake. When he straightened his aircraft, the two spheres were 300 meters below him, then in one go, they caught up with the aircraft, resuming their stalking. In desperation, Lumsden accelerates. And ends up losing this curious phenomenon. 

			“I had a hard time convincing my unit members,” Lumsden later said, “but the next night one of the squadron commanders had a similar experience in the same area with a green light.”

			Lumsden’s report was given to the Air Ministry. It was added to a number of similar statements. Witnesses were unaware that three months earlier, on September 23, 1942, concerned about the increasing number of sightings, the Department’s Operational Research Section had written an official, classified report entitled “Note on Recent Enemy Pyrotechnic Activity over Germany. A first investigation was launched.

			Source

			Dr. David Clarke and Andy Roberts, Out Of The Shadows, Piatkus, 2002, pp. 9-10.

			A shimmering golden ball

			The following astonishing testimony came to us many years later. Louis Kiss, now living in Connecticut, belatedly informed Citizens Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS) of his encounter with a foo fighter while fighting in Europe during World War II. Kiss, then a staff sergeant, was at the time a tail gunner on the Phyllis Marie, a B-17 bomber owned by the 390th Bombardment Group, 3rd Division of the 8th U.S. Air Force. 

			In late 1943, while on a daytime mission over Germany, he observed a strange sphere approaching his plane from behind. The thing, about the size of a basketball, was a shimmering golden color. It caught up with the bomber and hovered over his wing. Then, passing over the plane, it settled for a while on the other wing. Sergeant Kiss was tempted to open fire with his machine gun. But since the strange device was close to the B-17’s fuel tank, he changed his mind.

			As Kiss watched, the golden ball moved backwards. Then, caught in the wake and turbulence of the aircraft, it quickly disappeared. 

			Louis Kiss still does not know if another crew member observed this phenomenon as he did. But he reported the incident to his intelligence officer.

			Curiously, until then, Louis Kiss had never heard of foo fighters. So it was a ufologist who told him about them. While some question the credibility of the witness, CAUS published, along with the testimony of this former soldier, an excerpt from the 390e newsletter of the Veterans Association Foundation, Fall-Winter 1991 issue, attesting to his excellent record as a combat pilot.

			Source

			Australian UFO Bulletin, December 1992, pp. 8-9. 

			North of Strasbourg

			December 22, 1944.

			Lieutenants David L. McFalls and Edward Baker (radar operator) fly over Haguenau, a French town 28 kilometers north of Strasbourg. Both pilots are members of the 415e fighter squadron based in Dijon. At the controls of their aircraft, they witnessed a strange phenomenon. Here is their report: 

			“At 6 p.m., near Haguenau, while we were flying at an altitude of 3,000 meters, we saw two lights coming from the ground towards us. When they reached our level, they stabilized and stayed close to the tail of our plane. They were two big lights of an intense orange. They followed us for 2 minutes, without ever leaving the tail of the aircraft. They flew in a perfectly controlled way. Then they negotiated a turn, moved away and their glow seemed to fade.” 

			On December 24, 1944, Christmas Eve, McFalls and Baker made the same observation. They tell us: “A ball of red light came straight up at us. Suddenly it turned into an airplane which performed an acrobatic maneuver, climbing straight up into the sky, followed by a vertical flat turn. Then the phenomenon plunged toward the ground and disappeared.” 

			When Jo Chamberlin, a reporter for The American Legion magazine, went to Germany to interview the pilots of 415e squadron, he said, impressed, that he encountered pragmatic, “normal soldiers, primarily concerned with their combat mission, and interested, in descending order, in pretty girls, poker, doughnuts, and all liquid derivatives of grapes.”

			Sources

			The American Legion Magazine, vol. 39, No. 6, December 1945, p. 44 - Harold T. Wilkins, Flying Saucers on the Attack, Citadel Press 1954, p. 25 - Gordon I. R. Lore and Harold H. Deneault, Mysteries of the Skies: UFOs in Perspective, Prentice Hall, 1968, p. 116 - Michel Bougard, La Chronique des Ovni, Jean-Pierre Delarge, 1977, pp. 271-272.

			Testimony of George Barton

			In November 1998, George Barton, an ex-British pilot, now living in South Africa, sent a letter to the English magazine UFO concerning an incident dating from June 1944. Here is his account: 

			“Starting from Elsham Wolds, Lincolnshire, I was flying with 576 Squadron, 1er Tactical Air Command Group. I remember this incident vividly. This particular flight took place just after D-Day in June 1944. It was the second of three raids we made on Stuttgart, Ruhr, Germany. Our bombers never flew in a straight line to the target. They flew in hooks so the Germans could not guess where we were going. But that night was special. The enemy seemed to anticipate our every move. They sent up flares at regular intervals, which illuminated our planes despite our detours. And we suffered heavy losses.

			Back at the base, for the debriefing, I was exhausted. I wasn’t paying much attention to the guy who was supposed to take my report. My mind was wandering. That’s why I picked up on the conversation at the next table. One guy, in particular, was very excited and talking loudly. I realized that he was a tail gunner. And here’s what he was talking about: as they were approaching their target, they suddenly realized that their plane was being followed by glowing spheres. It was as if they were caught in the plane’s wake. Believing that this was a new German secret weapon, he asked the pilot to perform a rather violent stall, just to outrun them. And at the same time, he shot at these spheres. All this without any result. These objects remained stuck to the bomber. They were the size of a large football. At that time, I had no idea what they were. It was only after the war that I heard about these foo fighters. And it was only then that I made the connection.”

			Source

			UFO, November-December 1998, p. 12.  

			On the Indian Ocean

			August 1944.

			Flying a U.S. Army B-29 Superfortress bomber, Captain Alvah M. Reida has a strange encounter over the Indian Ocean. Based in Kharagpur, India, he is a member of the 486e bomber group, 792e squadron, 20e air tactical command. Here is his account:

			“I was from Sri Lanka, flying a bombing mission over Palembang in South Sumatra. It was August 10, 1944. It was after midnight. We were a formation of 50 planes and had to drop our bombs every 3 minutes. As my plane was the very last of the group, my mission was to drop a bomb and then circle the target and take some pictures to assess the damage caused by my predecessors. The weather was cloudy with an overcast sky above us. We were flying at an altitude of 4,200 meters and our speed was 330 km/h. As we flew over the target, we were exposed to flak. But as we moved away, the threat ceased. 

			“About 20 or 30 minutes into our mission, the gunner and my co-pilot suddenly reported that a strange object was following us. It was flying about 450 yards off our wing. From where we were, it looked like a spherical object 1 to 2 meters in diameter, a dense orange-red color and very bright. It was surrounded by a sort of halo. My gunner then told me that it was moving from a “5 o’clock” [right rear] position to keep up with us. It seemed to pulse or vibrate continuously. I thought it was a radio-controlled object that was launched to find us. I tried to lose it by changing direction, making 90-degree turns, descending to an altitude of 600 meters. For 8 minutes, he stuck to each of our maneuvers, always at a distance of 450 meters and at a position of “2 o’clock” [right front]. Then suddenly he initiated an abrupt 90-degree turn, accelerated rapidly and disappeared into the clouds.”

			Sources

			NICAP, The UFO Evidence, Richard H. Hall Editor, May 1964, p. 23 - Jerome Clark and Lucius Farish, “The Mysterious ‘Foo Fighters’ of World War II,” UFO Report, Spring 1975, p. 44 - Timothy Good, Above Top Secret, Quill William Morrow 1988, p. 19
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			Description and drawing of Captain Alvah M. Reida

			Major Augspurger’s testimony

			Commander of the 415e American night fighter squadron, this soldier saw a foo fighter during the winter of 1944-45. At the time, he thought it must be a secret Nazi weapon. But once the war was over, he realized that this phenomenon was neither a plane, nor a jet, nor a rocket. And even less a weapon! He looked for other explanations. But neither a flare, nor a weather balloon, nor the moon or any visible star that evening could explain this observation. 

			In 2003, investigator and author Keith Chester asked Augspurger for his theory on the nature of the sighting. He replied bluntly, “Well, I think it was an extraterrestrial object. At the time, I didn›t think anything of it. But time has passed, and I now think it was something from outer space. I believe in these things. What we saw... is to me extraterrestrial, from somewhere else. Today, I tend to think that they had come down to Earth to see what was going on.”

			Major Augspurger said he said he said little about his observation with his superior, Captain Ringwald, chief of intelligence. “We didn’t discuss much about what it might be, and the rest for that matter. We just stated what we saw. The other soldiers did the same. I really didn’t know what it was. There must be, somewhere, a report of my observation in the intelligence files.”

			Source

			Keith Chester, Strange Company, Anomalist Books, 2007, p. 207. 

			Testimony of Lieutenant Meiers

			In the Morning Avalanche (Lubbock, Texas) of January 2, 1945, an American officer testifies. Under the headline “Sinister German foo fighters stalk Yankees over Nazi country,” it reads: 

			“The Nazis have launched something new into the night sky over Germany. They are the strange and mysterious foo fighters, the fireballs that fly close to the wings of American Beaufighters then on intrusion missions over the Reich.”For more than a month, American pilots have been encountering the strange foo fighters during these night flights. And no one knows exactly what this heavenly weapon is.

			“These fireballs appear suddenly and follow the planes for miles. They appear to be radio-controlled from the ground and, according to official intelligence reports, are able to follow planes flying at 480 km/h.

			“Lt. Donald Meiers of Chicago, Illinois says, “There are three types of these lights that we call foo fighters. The first type is red fireballs that position themselves at the tips of our wings and escort us. The second type is a vertical row of three fireballs that fly in front of our aircraft. And the third type is a group of about 15 lights that appear in the distance - like a Christmas tree in the air - and flash.”

			“The pilots of this night fighter squadron - in operation since September 1943 - find these fireballs the strangest thing they have ever encountered. They are convinced that these foo fighters are designed to be a psychological as well as a military weapon. Although it is not in the nature of these devices to attack aircraft.

			“Meiers continued, “Foo fighters appeared 200 meters from my plane and chased me for more than 30 kilometers over the Rhine Valley. I turned to starboard and two fireballs turned with me. I then turned to port and they also turned with me. We were flying at 420 km/h and these balls were on our tail.

			“Another time, when a foo fighter popped up beside me, I did a 580 mph dive. Despite this, he held on to my wingtips for a while. Then he went up into the sky in a candle.

			“The first time I saw these things on my wingtips, I had this terrible thought that some German on the ground was ready to push a button and blow them up. But they never explode. Nor do they attack. They only escort us like will-o’-the-wisps.”

			A coincidence?

			March 1945.

			While flying over the Brenner Pass (which separates Austria from Italy), a pilot at the controls of his B-25 spotted a foo fighter. The object, which appeared from nowhere, like a shooting star, came to rest 1 meter from the right wing of the aircraft. It is a luminous white sphere, the size of a basketball. The foo fighter escorts the aircraft for 2 to 3 minutes, then suddenly stalls and disappears into the sky. 

			The next day, our pilot was again on mission (mission n° 38). But his plane was shot down over the Brenner. All the crew lost their lives... except for him who miraculously escaped. Coincidence?

			Source

			Michel Bougard, La Chronique des Ovni, Jean-Pierre Delarge, 1977, p. 273.

			Testimony of Major Paul A. Duich 

			July 1945.

			A B-29 bomber is followed, during a night flight over Japan, by a foo fighter. The entire crew witnesses the phenomenon. Major Paul A. Duich, then a flight engineer and now retired, testifies:

			“The foo fighter that my crew first saw was orange in color. It followed our plane for miles and miles.It was close to the tail of the aircraft, on the left. It was hard to tell how far away it was because it was a night flight. Around us, it was total darkness except for the lights that could be seen further down on the ground. Our mission was to bomb the city of Sasebo, Japan. The chief gunner who was in charge of the artillery of our B-29 bomber, and who was positioned in the tail, finally fired! We saw the tracer bullets heading straight for the object. But nothing happened. 

			“And then quickly, this thing stalled. It made a kind of dive, slid under our camera and came to our right. We, who were in front of it, could see it. That’s where I could see it. It was a big ball... like ionized gas, at least that›s the term we would use today. It gave us the creeps. At the time, we thought it was a secret Japanese device, probably designed by the Germans. I should point out that our colleagues in Europe also thought it was a German weapon, while the German pilots were convinced it was an Allied weapon. With each side accusing the other, no one ever really knew what it was.”

			Source

			Double vinyl album Factual Eyewitness Testimony of UFO Encounters, Investigative Research Associates 1978.
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			Description and drawing of Major Paul A. Duich

			Disruptions in flight 

			August 28, 1945.

			A C-46 aircraft flies over the Pacific Ocean, towards Tokyo. Three weeks earlier, the first two atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima (August 6, 1945) and Nagasaki (August 9, 1945). One of the occupants, Sergeant Leonard Stringfield, recounts: 

			“I was one of twelve specialists from the 5e air force aboard a C-46 going from Shima to Iwo Jima where we were to make a technical stop... [...] We were flying at 3,000 meters, in a bright sunny sky, when I saw through a starboard window, and to my amazement, 3 pear-shaped objects. They were bright white, like burning magnesium. They were approaching the C-46 while flying parallel. Suddenly the left engine failed. I was to learn later that the magnetic needles of the navigation devices had gone crazy. The C-46 was sinking. Oil was gushing out of the failing engine. The pilot raised the alarm. The crew and passengers were warned to be ready to dive. I don’t remember what I thought or did during the next few horrific minutes. The last fleeting vision I had of the 3 craft was that they were about 20 degrees above us. Then, still in tight formation, they disappeared into a cloud bank. Immediately our failing engine started to run again. The plane gained altitude again and flew us safely to Iwo Jima.” 

			Marked by this episode, Leonard Stringfield became a renowned ufologist. He collaborated in particular with the CRIFO, the CUFOS, the NICAP and the MUFON, four American study groups studying the phenomenon. And he wrote several books on the subject.

			Sources

			Leonard Stringfield, General Alert: UFOs, France Empire, 1978, pp. 27-28 - UFODATA Magazine, September-October 2007, pp. 34-35. 

			A crushed beer can

			In the October 30, 1966 issue of Nashville Tennessean Magazine, Joe Thompson Jr. recounts his experiences as a pilot during World War II and his encounter with the foo fighters. 

			A major in the 109e static reconnaissance squadron, Thompson commanded nearly 45 pilots, all of whom flew P-51 Mustangs. 

			“When the weather was too bad to take off, I would go around and talk to the men. I would ask them what they had seen on their mission. More than once, they admitted to running into foo fighters.”

			Everyone had their own description. Captain Frank Robinson of California said his looked like “a crushed beer can. Other pilots described them as “tennis balls” or “footballs,” but of a larger size. Captain Robinson saw them coming towards him from the ground. All these pilots were convinced that it was a German weapon. 

			“We thought the enemy was using them to detect the altitude of our aircraft, so they could accurately adjust their defensive fire.”  

			Then one day, Major Thompson spotted them over the Rhine Valley. They didn’t look like a crushed beer can,” he recalls. Our pilot’s job was to take reconnaissance photos. After taking a few shots, we were heading to a new strategic point to photograph when my teammate called out, “Bogeys at 9 o’clock!”3 At my wing level, a little below us, towards Cologne, I spotted 4 or 5 objects that looked like silver balloons. I had the impression that they were motionless. But they must have been moving forward because they were not letting go of us. For a moment I thought it was an enemy device. I watched them, wondering what they were going to do. But they just followed us. When we turned around, I figured they were of little use to the German army.”

			Back at the base, Thompson reported his observation to the intelligence officer. Then he stopped thinking about it. The war was raging, and with one raid after another, the urgency to survive was the main concern of the soldiers. The pilots of the 109e squadron never tried to pursue these foo fighters because, they said, they “never bothered” them.

			Source

			UFO monthly.com n° 37, June 2007, pp. 25-26.  

			The press takes hold of the phenomenon

			The British press has exercised a certain censorship concerning these foo fighters. It is therefore necessary to go across the Atlantic to find the first articles concerning the phenomenon. On January 2, 1945, The New York Times published an article entitled “Fireballs Stalk American Fighters in Night Assaults Over Germany. The Post Dispatch of January 2 reported the observation of Captain Fred E. Ringwald, who was on a flight after hearing numerous reports of these foo fighters. He said, “I saw lights on my right and told my pilot. He said, “That’s just the lights on the hill. I looked in that direction for several minutes and said, “Well, that hill is considerably closer to us now.

			January 15, 1945, the Times declared: “If this is not a hoax or an optical illusion, it is certainly the most mysterious and secret weapon the Allies could ever encounter. [No one seems to know what these glowing balls are for. The pilots think that it is a new psychological weapon...”

			Also on January 15, Newsweek reported the observation of one of the pilots of the 415e squadron and concluded: “Probably related to the sightings of silver balls seen by day by pilots (article in our December 25, 1944 issue), the foo fighters are confusing intelligence officers. They may be an anti-radar device developed by the Germans.” 
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