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    Les métiers de l’immobilier




    Real Estate Jobs




    administrateur de biens (l’)




    estate manager/estate administrator




    The responsibilities of an estate administrator are usually to collect all the decedent’s assets, pay creditors and distribute the remaining assets to heirs or other beneficiaries.




    agent immobilier (l’)




    real estate agent/realtor (US)




    I have been a real estate agent for twenty years. I know my job.




    In the United States very few people sell their homes without an agent (For Sale By Owner or FSBO). Of course, people can save on the Agency’s fees, but they also have to deal with all the aspects of the sales process which can be challenging. An agent is a real estate professional who knows all the legal and financial rules. He/she has a network that makes your property visible to many people.




    >agence immobilière (l’)




    real estate agency




    The agency is on Avenue du Général-de-Gaulle, next to the post office. It’s open from 9 am to 6 pm Monday to Friday, and from 10 am to 5 pm on Saturday.




    architecte (l’)




    architect




    An architect is a licensed professional whose job consists in organizing space. An architect can design houses, office buildings, or landscapes. Their job includes the design and planning of structures for aesthetics, safety, and also accessibility.




    She’s a famous architect. She designed the building of the local bank and also the shopping mall downtown. She is very talented.




    >architectural




    architectural




    The missions of the architectural committee include reviewing and approving plans for proposed constructions or improving the site for example. As a potential member of this committee, you have to be fully aware that they must be consistent in the application of the architectural guidelines.




    >architecture (l’)




    architecture




    Architecture can either refer to the art of designing and making buildings or the style in which buildings are made.




    bureau de vente (le)




    sales office




    We can meet at the sales office tomorrow at 2 pm if you like. Have you ever been there before? Do you know how to get there?




    cabinet d’architectes (le)




    architecture company/firm




    He started as an independent architect and he is now running one of the most successful architecture firm of the city.




    chasseur de biens immobiliers (le)




    property hunter




    A property hunter is a real estate professional whose job consists in finding properties for individuals who don’t have enough time to house hunt themselves.




    The clients gave him a list of specifications they are looking for and as far as I know, he has already started to search for them. He said he would contact me before the end of the week.




    commissaire-priseur (le)




    auctioneer




    designer d’intérieur




    interior designer




    An interior designer’s job may involve either residential or commercial interior settings. An interior designer is a multifaced professional, who must be able to work closely with other professionals and to coordinate the work. It’s better to choose someone who has already completed several projects so they can show a portfolio of their previous works.




    We can recommend two or three interior designers if you need. They can help you with the choice of materials and colours for example.




    directeur (le)/directrice d’agence (la)




    Director




    I am sorry but the Director is away today. May I leave her a message?




    électricien (l’) 




    electrician




    Have you heard from the electrician yet? He was supposed to come at 9 this morning but your renter has not seen him yet.




    >électricité (l’) 




    electricity




    Mrs Johnson, we have just received an electricity bill for you. You can come to the agency whenever you want to pick it up. I have left it on the main desk.




    entrepreneur en bâtiment (l’) 




    contractor




    A contractor is a construction professional in charge of a project from conception to completion. Their first job is to plan the different phases of a project and to estimate the overall cost of this project, in terms of financing, staffing and also time. For specific part of the project, they may need to work with sub-contractors such as demolition engineers or electricians.




    You can call him. He’s a very reliable contractor. He has worked for many of our clients and they have all been very happy with his job.




    gardien d’immeuble (le)




    caretaker (GB)/concierge (US)




    A caretaker or concierge is a person in charge of the maintenance of a building or an estate. He/she can work in a private building or a public facility such as a museum or a school. His/her missions vary depending on the type of building but they often include: maintaining the security of the place, checking who’s coming and going, replacing light bulbs, inspecting heating and A/C systems, general maintenance, cleaning common areas...




    géomètre (le)




    (land) surveyor




    A surveyor is a person who examines and measures a piece of land. The surveyor’s first job is field work, allowing him to collect data. Then, he/she needs to process data, often leading to charts, graphs or maps.




    We haven’t received the report from the surveyor. I left him another message and 
I told him it is urgent.




    gestionnaire de biens immobiliers (le)




    property manager




    They have a property manager who checks in their guests. He makes sure the property has been cleaned, he buys a welcome package and he also shows them around the property. He’s also available if they need any assistance during their stay.




    maçon (le)




    bricklayer




    A bricklayer is a person with specific skills and training, able to brick walls and to build places. Bricklayers often go on apprenticeship to acquire the required skills.




    maître d’œuvre (le)




    chief architect/engineer for the works/project manager




    The chief architect called when you were away, he said he had a question for you.




    marchand de biens (le)




    real estate dealer




    A real estate dealer is someone who purchases a property with the intention to resell it and to make a profit. For example, people who flip properties to make short-term income are considered real estate dealers.




    menuisier (le)




    carpenter




    A carpenter mainly builds and repairs wooden structures such as walls or roofs. This includes the designs, constructs, remodels, retrofits and repairs of interior and exterior structures made of plaster, concrete, wood, drywall or brick. In certain areas, he/she needs to secure construction for earthquake preparedness. A carpenter must show thorough knowledge of methods, materials, tools, and equipment used in both rough and finished carpentry in both residential and commercial/industrial settings; applicable building and safety code requirements; methods and practices followed in the maintenance of tools, machinery, and equipment.




    notaire (le)




    notary/escrow (US)




    The notary is the public official in France responsible for receiving, completing and signing all the documents when a property is sold or purchased. They work under the authority of the Minister of Justice. They are in charge of creating and signing the preliminary contract of sale and the final deed of sale, as well as all the necessary legal paperwork. They charge specific fees that the buyer usually has to pay for.




    The meeting with the notary is usually an hour long. He has to read a lot of pages and then you and the buyers need to sign all the documents. It’s very formal but everything has been checked before, don’t worry.




    peintre (le)




    painter




    Have we received the quote from the painter yet? I think his ideas are good but I’m afraid it might be a bit expensive. Anyways, have you decided if you wanted gloss or matte paint?




    plombier (le)




    plumber




    A plumber is responsible for installing, repairing and maintaining pipes, fixtures and other plumbing used for water distribution and waste water disposal in residential, commercial and industrial buildings.




    I am calling the plumber right away. They have another leak in the bathroom and the renter is really mad. It has to be fixed today.




    promoteur immobilier (le)




    developer/real estate development professional




    Real estate developers acquire property upon which they plan to develop their real estate projects, whether for commercial or residential purposes. These two broad categories encompass everything from retail, office and industrial development to single- and multi-family homes.




    >projet immobilier (le)




    real estate development




    There is a new real estate development that I would like to show you. It will be located in the city center, where the factories of the local newspaper used to be. It’s a high end development, we are talking €5,000.00 per square meter.




    technicien (le)




    technician




    I am sending a technician to your house. He knows he mustn’t bill you, we will take care of this.


  




  

    Le logement




    Housing




    à aménager




    to be converted




    This whole complex is to be converted into 67 units by the end of 2026. It’s quite hard to imagine but I am afraid it’s the truth.




    à louer




    for rent/for lease




    We have a beautiful apartment for rent that we have just listed. I think you may like it a lot because it has everything you are looking for and there’s actually a garage too.




    >location (la)




    rental




    à rénover




    requiring renovation




    It’s a big house. There is a pool. There is no traffic noise. But the current owners are older persons, they have lived there for decades and the place clearly needs a major renovation.




    à saisir




    real bargain




    He has to move for his job and I understand he would like to sell quite fast. We should make an offer and if you can sign it for this price, I am telling you it’s a real bargain because it only needs minor fixing.




    à vendre




    for sale




    The house is for sale but the owners are still abroad and we don’t have the keys yet. I believe they’re coming back in a few weeks so I will be able to show it to you at the end of the month.




    >vendu




    sold




    The studio was sold last month. I’m sorry.




    I am pretty confident it will be sold within a few weeks only.




    >vente (la)




    sale




    The sale was cancelled at the last minute because they learned that the woman was pregnant and they thought they may spend a few more years in their house.




    accès (l’) 




    access




    It’s a very easy access to the lake and it’s also a very nice walk.




    >accès facile (l’)




    easily accessible




    >accès goudronné (l’)




    tarred access




    >accès indépendant (l’)




    separate/own/independent access




    The casita has an independent access./The casita has its own access, which means your guests are free to come and go as they want without bothering you.




    >accès interdit (l’) 




    no trespassing




    You could add a “no trespassing” sign here to make sure no one comes this way.




    aile (d’un bâtiment) (l’) 




    wing




    They live in the West wing I think.




    alarme (l’) 




    alarm (system)




    Your home must be equipped with a fire alarm and a smoke detector by the end of the year.




    aménageable




    suitable for conversion




    The attic is not really spacious but I would say it is suitable for conversion. You can probably turn it into a study.




    ancien (l’) 




    old/older building




    Buying an older home in this neighborhood will be less expensive for sure. But it will eventually need a new roof, a new heating system and probably new windows too. These are expenses you need to take into account.




    >ancien (= précédent)




    former/previous




    annexe indépendante (l’) 




    granny annex




    What do you think of this one? It’s a 4-bedroom house with potential for a granny annex that could add approximately 50 square meters.




    appartement (l’) 




    flat (GB)/apartment (US)




    The apartment is located in the city center. It’s not as big as those we visited yesterday but the location and the view are amazing.




    >appartement au dernier étage, avec terrasse (l’)




    penthouse




    The penthouse is probably worth a million euros. It’s one of a kind. I think they have palm trees on the outside and there’s a small pool in the living room. You will not see this everyday.




    >appartement dans une copropriété (l’) 




    condominium (condo)




    It’s a very private condominium. I usually recommend condos when people are looking to invest in real estate because it’s stress-free.




    >appartement duplex/duplex (l’) 




    duplex apartment/two-floor apartment




    auberge (l’) 




    inn




    The inn is rather remote. I think it might be difficult to find if you don’t have a GPS in your car.




    bâtiment (le)




    building




    The building is one of the highest in the city and was built several years ago.




    bâtisse (la)




    country house




    This 6-bedroom country house is a truly unique detached home of approximately 6,200 sqft (square feet), discreetly tucked away on Palace Road, which is widely recognized as one of the most sought after roads.




    bicoque (la)




    shack




    You need to watch this show. They managed to turn a shabby shack into a very nice beach house. They spent a year and €100,000 on the remodeling but it was worth it.




    bien agencé




    well laid-out




    You know, it’s a well laid-out house, well-furnished, in a nice neighborhood. There is the private school that you want a few minutes away. There is no pool but you can built it.




    bonne exposition (la)




    good orientation




    It’s the perfect orientation. Southern exposure is essential if you want to take advantage of solar energy.




    bourgade (la)




    small town




    The house is located in a small town of only 3,400 (three thousand four hundred) people.




    cabane (la)




    cabin/shed




    The owners will miss what they used to call their “oasis in the clouds” but are moving abroad so it is time for someone new to enjoy this adorable cabin. Large kitchen, cozy wood stove, one bedroom upstairs with the open ceilings and a loft, two decks. This cabin is the right place for a delightful weekend getaway. 




    >cabane à outils (la)




    toolshed




    >cabane dans un arbre (la)




    tree house




    >cabanon (le)




    country cottage/cabin




    campagne1 (la)




    countryside




    The life in the countryside seems to attract more and more people. Not only are prices in the city center really high, but people are also looking for a more quiet and relaxed life when they come back from work.




    centre historique (le)




    historical center




    The historical center has just been classified World Heritage by UNESCO. It is going to drag even more tourists and visitors and prices will boom. This is a very smart investment.




    hôtel particulier (l’) 




    private mansion




    This original private mansion is located in the prestigious “Triangle d’or”, just a few steps away from all convenience with a sunny garden, a 3-car garage, 6 bedrooms and 4 bathrooms. It’s not officially on the market yet.




    chalet (le)




    chalet




    They are looking for a large chalet for sale to renovate, facing south, 30 minutes away maximum from Courchevel.




    château (le)




    château




    The chateau is sometimes open to the public with guided tours. They have their own vineyards and their wine is well-known in the region. Would you like me to arrange a visit?




    configuration des lieux (la)




    layout




    The two homes are very similar. You just have to see which layout works best for you.




    copropriété (la)




    homeowners (association)




    I would like you to read the homeowners rules and regulations. It’s a very quiet complex and residents want to make sure people who come here know what to expect. This is no party place, it’s forbidden to smoke in common areas, including the pool area and I understand it is not really family friendly.




    > règlement de copropriété (le)




    homeowners rules and regulations




    The homeowners rules and regulations are very strict about this: it’s clearly stated that vacation rental are allowed only for 30-day minimum reservations. If you don’t follow the rules you may be fined.




    >syndic de copropriété (le)




    management company




    domaine (le)




    estate




    The combined knowledge of national and local land values puts us in an unrivalled position to advise landowners. We can also give estate owners unparalleled exposure to international buyers throughout the world thanks to a wide network of agencies.




    entrepôt (l’) 




    warehouse




    The warehouse is really big. It has never been renovated inside and I am afraid you may have to consider a little bit of work. I don’t think you could have your business really ready in March.




    étable (l’) 




    stable




    The stable is located behind the manor.




    étage (l’) 




    floor




    You have an amazing view from the top floor. Also, on the second floor, there’s a fitness center that is open 24/7, for residents only.




    >rez-de-chaussée (le)




    groundfloor (GB)/first floor (US)




    The only problem with this house is that there is no bedroom on the groundfloor.




    >premier étage (le)




    first floor (GB)/second floor (US)




    There are two extra bedrooms on the first floor and two bathrooms.




    ferme (la)




    farm




    The farm is near the church. It’s really big.




    grange (la)




    barn




    Someone in the agency has just listed a spacious three-bedroom barn.




    gratte-ciel (le)




    skyscraper




    A skyscraper is a very high building such as the ones that flourish in New York or Hong Kong.




    It’s much smaller than the skyscrapers you have in New York for example.




    habitation (l’) 




    dwelling




    A dwelling is a place of residence or a place to live in.




    habitation à loyer modéré (l’) 




    council house




    A council house is a house owned by the local or city council, for which you pay a low rent. There’s a specific application for council houses and you need to contact the city hall. Many people have to wait sometimes over a year before they can move in a council house.




    hôtel particulier (l’) 




    (town) mansion




    I am afraid the mansion is no longer for sale. The owner has decided to keep it and to transform it into private apartments on each floor. The renovation has not started yet but he has already received inquiries due to the location and the view.




    immeuble (l’)  




    apartment building




    I have no idea what apartment building he was talking about. He could not give me a street nor a neighborhood.




    immobilier (l’)




    real estate




    jardin (le)




    garden




    You can’t see the garden from the street but it’s very large. And as you know, you are only a few minutes walk from the botanical garden that is really popular here.




    >jardin de devant (le)




    front garden, frontyard




    >jardin de derrière (le)




    back garden, backyard




    local commercial (le)




    office space




    So, you are looking for an office space with at least 4 rooms. Is this office space for your staff only or will you have many visitors coming and going? Because we need to ask for a number of parking spaces accordingly.




    loft (le)




    loft




    This brand new loft has an industrial feel, with exposed ductwork and concrete walls.




    logement social (le)




    social housing/council housing




    There are waiting lists to get a social house in this city. I know you are looking forward to it but you may have to wait a bit more.




    lopin de terre (le)




    plot of land




    magasin (le)




    shop (GB)/store (US)




    The store is located near the tram station and is really visible. I truly think it is the right opportunity for your business.




    manoir (le)




    manor




    The manor’s history extends back to the 13th century. The structure, as it stands today, was built around 1750.
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