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	          About Revel and This Course
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About This Course

    When we began planning for a new introductory sociology textbook, we asked ourselves what has changed in society to warrant a new product. Several issues easily came to mind.


First, specific social problems such as the growth of global terrorism, environmental sustainability, immigration and border security, violence between ethnic and racial groups, inequality and worldwide poverty, political populism, and gender oppression have become especially salient since we last wrote introductory course materials.


Second, on a broader scale, society has become polarized, with persons in the fringe media and political pundits on both the left and right routinely disrespecting those who disagree with them. Indeed, it has become increasingly difficult to detect where factually based news ends and politically inspired narratives begin.


Our solution to these issues has been to develop the themes of evidence and insight. By insight we mean the clarifications that come from applying classic and contemporary sociological thought to specific issues. By evidence we mean scientifically verified data, both quantitative and qualitative. In an era of “alternative facts” and “fake news,” we think our emphasis on evidence is especially important, and that distinguishing between sociological insights and concocted logic is required to arrive at valid conclusions.


We also examine the intersectionality of race/ethnicity, class, and gender by applying the themes of evidence and insight. These interactions are relevant because political controversies continue to swirl around economic inequality, immigration, race/ethnicity, and gender exploitation.


Furthermore, changes in the publication industry have moved forward into the digital age, and now students can receive course material online, in multiple platforms, as well as in a standard textbook. Because these new formats provide web-based enhancements to learning, the themes of evidence and insight can be effectively taught across several platforms, incorporating online graphics, videos, quizzes, and journal writing. In step with contemporary times, college students are already familiar with the e-culture of iPads, MP3s, and phone cameras and the significance of web-based mass media and social media. We therefore believe students will be enthusiastic about learning materials integrated with the web.


More fundamentally, we believe students must learn how to think about and across the great political and social divides of society today. Consequently, at many places in the narrative, we ask students to make arguments from different points of view and to describe the evidence that supports those views. Our many years of combined service in teaching lead us to believe that sociology is a good intellectual place to reinforce such practices.



            Content Highlights

    Here’s a quick summary of the material found throughout Sociology: Evidence and Insights.

  
	
Evidence. Chapter 1 introduces the importance of empirical research and using evidence to resolve issues. Evidence is integrated in the chapters that follow with examples of important classical and current research studies. Significant figures who fought for social change through evidenced-based arguments are highlighted in the narrative.

	
Insights. New theoretical issues and important sociological insights about the nature of modern society are woven into discussions throughout the text. Among the many new topics are such ideas as the “liquid” society, varieties of sexuality and gender, deep versus surface culture, types of social capital, White enclaves, and settler colonialism.

	
Learning Objectives. Learning Objectives are designed to meet busy students’ needs for clarity regarding the major insight or theme they are expected to learn in each module. Learning Objectives are also presented at the opening of each chapter and provide an overview of what is to come. 


	
Recent data. The narrative exploits the extensive research capabilities of electronic databases to locate and cite current research of sociological relevance throughout the world. New research supporting classic sociological concepts is identified, and popular new topics supported by current research are highlighted. 


	
Intersectionality and inequalities of race, class, and gender. An increasingly popular topic in sociology, intersectionality is introduced as part of the sociological mindset in Chapter 1 and incorporated throughout the text. Institutional oppression and disadvantage produced by various types of inequality are discussed in connection with major social institutions and as an aspect of environmental justice and social movements. 





What’s New in this Updated Edition?


New and Updated Text Material by Chapter


Chapter updates to Sociology: Evidence and Insights, remain true to our original belief that contemporary society is splintering into tightly bound, political “tribes,” such as Conservative and Liberal, Republican and Democrat, White and People of Color, and Native Born and Immigrant. Tribal ties have become so strong that each tribe’s facts have become the other tribe’s lies.


How is the student to make sense this world? We believe that knowing social theory will help the student distinguish between genuine logic and concocted half-truths, and that knowing scientific evidence will help the student distinguish between tribal claims and verifiable propositions.


Consistent with these beliefs, we have made careful updates to text and imagery across the chapters.


Updated! Graphs


When appropriate, several  Social Explorer graphs have been revised with the latest data and in some instances, entirely new graphs have replaced older graphs.


New! Pearson Originals


The Pearson Original videos highlight stories that exemplify and humanize the concepts covered in Sociology courses. These videos illustrate a variety of social issues and current events, bringing key topics to life for students while creating opportunities to further develop their understanding of sociology. Therefore, students not only connect with the people and stories on a personal level, but also view these stories and individuals with greater empathy all while contextualizing core course concepts.


New! Explainer Videos


The Sociology Explainer Video Series is a set of videos that creatively convey sociological concepts by narrators that will appeal to a college-age audience.


New and Updated! Current Events Bulletins 


In each chapter, the In the News: Evidence and Insights, the current events feature, has been either rewritten or updated with the latest studies and trends in Sociology applied to contemporary issues and events in the real world.


New and Updated Material by Chapter


Chapter 1: The Sociological Mindset

  
	New Current Events Bulletin “The Sociological Mindset”

	Updated 2017 data in Figure 1.1 “Evidence on Assertions”

	New Explainer Video “How Do You Avoid Bias in Your Research?”




Chapter 2: Culture, Society, and Social Change

  
	New Cultural Events Bulletin “Hoarding Hand Sanitizer”

	New photo of Zygmunt Bauman to accompany the discussion of liquid modernity

	Updated 2018 data in Figure 2.5 “Five Most Spoken Languages in the World”

	New Explainer Video “Does Calling It Culture Make It Right?”




Chapter 3: Socialization and Self

  
	Updated Current Events Bulletin “New Social Norms Around Masks”

	Added discussion of Blackface: An American Tradition




Chapter 4: Interaction, Groups, and Organizations

  	Updated Current Events Bulletin “How Zoom Became So Popular During Social Distancing and Why Zoom Is Terrible”



Chapter 5: Inequalities of Social Stratification

  
	Updated Current Events Bulletin “Can the Middle Class Be Saved from a New Depression?”

	Updated material on job trends and the decline of the middle class

	New Figure 5.4 on subjective middle class and updated discussion

	New Figure 5.10 on the “Characteristics of the Homeless”




Chapter 6: Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity

  
	New Current Events Bulletin “If New York City Is the Epicenter of the Coronavirus Outbreak in the Country, Minorities and People in the City’s Poorest Neighborhoods Reside at the Core”

	Added to the discussion of race and popular films with new image of Black Panther poster




Chapter 7: Inequalities of Gender

  
	New Current Events Bulletin “Being Male Is A Risk Factor”

	New chapter opening of the 2019 Women’s March featuring a poster of Ruth Bader Ginsberg

	Added material to Feminist Perspectives on Gender Inequality

	Updated data in Figure 7.8 “Working Women by Race and Presence of Children”

	Updated data in Figure 7.12 “Women Enrolled in Medical School”

	New Explainer Video “Can Meaningful Social Change Happen Without Everyone on Board?”




Chapter 8: The Economy

  
	Updated Current Events Bulletin “Covid-19 and the Economy”

	Updated data in Figure 8.2  “Index of Consumer Sentiment”

	Updated data in Figure 8.8 “Unemployment Rate: United States”

	New Pearson Original Video “When Jobs Disappear: A Coal Miner’s Story”




Chapter 9: The Political Order: Power, War, and Terrorism

  
	New Current Events Bulletin “Native American Populations and the Covid-19 Pandemic”

	New photograph and discussion of the 116th Congress as the most ethnically and gender-diverse Congress to date

	Updated data in Figure 9.1 “Public Sector Employment by Selected Countries”

	New Explainer Video “Which Comes First: Party or Country?”




Chapter 10: Family and Marriage

  
	Updated Current Events Bulletin “Single Moms and the Covid-19 Lockdown”

	Added to the discussion of cultural values and included new sources of data providing evidence on trends in marriage and the family

	Updated data Figure 10.2 “Crude Marriage Rates, Selected Countries”

	New Figure 10.15 “Contributions of Wife's Earnings”

	New Explainer Video “Is Marriage Over?”




Chapter 11: Education

  
	Updated Current Events Bulletin “Ethnic Studies and U.S. Public Education”

	Updated Figure 11.1  “Completed Four or More Years of High School”

	Updated Figure 11.1  “Completed Four or More Years of College”

	Updated data in Figure 11.15 “Annual Earnings by Highest Degree”

	New Explainer Video “Are Public Schools  in the United States Fixable?”




Chapter 12: Deviance, Crime, and the Administration of Justice

  
	Updated Current Events Bulletin “The Coronavirus and Crime”

	Updated Figure 12.1A “Violent Crime Rates in the United States”

	Updated Figure 12.1B “Property Crime Rates in the United States”

	Updated Figure 12.2A “Violent Crime Rates in the United States”

	Updated Figure 12.2B “Property Crime Rates in the United States”

	Updated Figure 12.2C  “Victimization Rates in the United States”

	Updated data in Figure 12.3A “Adults Favoring Legalization of Marijuana”

	Updated data in Figure 12.3B “Legalized Marijuana in the United States”

	Revised Figure 12.6 “Female Rape Rates”

	New Explainer Video “Why Is White Collar Crime Not Taken Seriously?”

	New Pearson Original Video “A Candid Conversation about Sexual Aggression and Violence”




Chapter 13: Religion

  
	New Current Events Bulletin “Religion and Institutional Racism”

	New photograph of George Washington with a caption explaining the meaning of the “oath of office”

	Updated the description of the characteristics of the “Nones”

	New Figure 13.6 “Religious Characteristics of Nones: United States”

	New Explainer Video “Is America a Christian Nation and Why Does It Matter?”




Chapter 14: Medicine and Health Care

  
	Updated Current Events Bulletin “Fear of the Covid-19 Vaccine”

	Updated data in Figure 14.9A “Adults Who Smoke”

	Updated data in Figure 14.17 “Adults Covered by Health Insurance”




Chapter 15: Population, Environmental Sustainability and Urbanization

  
	New Current Events Bulletin “Fleeing the Plague”

	New Figure 15.18 “Urbanization (%) and World’s Three Largest Cities (millions)”




Chapter 16: Collective Behavior

  
	New Current Events Bulletin “The Diversification of the Black Lives Matter Movement for Racial Justice”

	New opening photograph of the March for Our Lives crowd

	Added to discussion of the intersections of youth and collective behavior




Revel for Sociology: Evidence and Insights



The list that follows is a sampling of digital and interactive features we offer to increase student engagement with the content.


•  In the News: Evidence and Insights.


These current events bulletins feature author-written articles, updated or replaced twice each year, that put breaking news and current events into the context of sociology. Society changes quickly, and In the News: Evidence and Insights is one way to avoid a narrative that seems dated. With updated content, students can follow the trajectory of a social movement, learn the outcome of a controversial political issue, or discover the results of the latest research on sociological topics.


• Social Explorer maps.


These maps display census data on topics discussed in the chapter. The student is asked to make comparisons across communities on basic sociological variables such as poverty and crime rates, educational attainment, racial/ethnic composition, and household income.


Another key part of Revel content is our video program.


• Pearson Originals docuseries videos highlight stories that exemplify and humanize the concepts covered in sociology courses. These videos illustrate a variety of social issues and current events, bringing key topics to life for students while creating opportunities to further develop their understanding of sociology. Therefore, students not only connect with the people and stories on a personal level but also view these stories and individuals with greater empathy all while contextualizing core course concepts. 

     • Pearson Clips videos are an array of discipline-based videos that cover key sociology concepts to news-making headlines on sociological topics to spur in-class discussion.

    We also encourage students to write.

  
	
Journal Prompts, designed to aid students in their critical thinking, appear at the end of each module, where students may respond to a short-answer question based on the evidence (data) and insights (narrative) they have just read.

	
A Shared Writing prompt at the end of each chapter asks students to respond to a critical thinking question, a question that dovetails with some aspect of the journal prompt found in the chapter-opening vignette and the sociological insight of the chapter. These shared discussions offer students an opportunity to interact with their peers in the context of their reading.

	
Writing Space is the best way to develop and assess concept mastery and critical thinking through writing. Writing Space provides a single place within Revel to create, track, and grade writing assignments; access writing resources; and exchange meaningful, personalized feedback quickly and easily to improve results. For students, Writing Space provides everything they need to keep up with writing assignments, access assignment guides and checklists, write or upload completed assignments, and receive grades and feedback—all in one convenient place. For educators, Writing Space makes assigning, receiving, and evaluating writing assignments easier. It’s simple to create new assignments and upload relevant materials, see student progress, and receive alerts when students submit work. Writing Space makes students’ work more focused and effective, with customized grading rubrics they can see and personalized feedback. Writing Space can also check students’ work for improper citation or plagiarism by comparing it against the world’s most accurate text comparison database available from Turnitin.




Finally, we offer plenty of opportunities for students to test their knowledge.

  	
End-of-module and end-of-chapter quizzes. A fundamental concern of students is to know what material they are going to be tested on. By positioning brief quizzes at the end of each module, students will be able to see how well they have absorbed the content of the module, while the end of the chapter quiz provides feedback on the entire unit. Students appreciate the ability to earn course points by doing well in these quizzes, and perhaps equally important, the immediacy of the quizzes encourages the students to complete the reading and test themselves while the content is fresh in their mind.



Supplements


Supplements are available to adopters at the Instructor's Resource Center at www.pearsonhighered.com/irc and also within the instructor's Resources folder within the Revel product.


Instructor’s Resource Manual


For each chapter in the text, the Instructor’s Resource Manual provides three in-class activities, three dynamic lecture topics, and three homework assignments based on the chapter content. The Manual also provides many Revel-only components, including the Journal Prompts, Shared Writing Prompts, and a list of all Revel-specific interactive assets, such as the Pearson Originals docuseries videos.


Test Bank


The Test Bank contains 50 multiple-choice questions and five essay questions for each chapter. The questions are correlated to each chapter's learning objectives.


PowerPoint Lecture Slides


In order to support varied teaching styles while making it easy to incorporate dynamic Revel features in class, three sets of PowerPoint presentations are available: (1) A set of ADA-compliant lecture PowerPoint slides outline each chapter of the text. (2) A set of “art-only” PowerPoint slides feature all static images, figures, graphs, and maps from each chapter of the text. (3) An additional set of the lecture PowerPoint slides include LiveSlides, which link to each Social Explorer data visualization and interactive map within the Revel product. 
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            The Story of Revel—Why Revel?

        Revel is an interactive learning environment designed for the way today’s students read, think, and learn. Revel uses interactives and assessments integrated within the narrative that enhance content as well as students’ overall learning experiences.


The story of Revel is simple: When students are engaged in the course content, they learn more effectively and perform better.


When creating your course, you have many choices as to how to supplement your lectures and curriculum. So ask yourself these questions: How do I know if my students are reading their assigned materials? Do I want my students to have a better understanding of the concepts presented in this class through course materials and lectures? Do I want to see my students perform better throughout the course? If you answered “yes” to these questions, choose Revel.

     
[image: A photo shows a group of young men and women seated around tables put together. They are listening intently to the instructor speaking in front of them.]
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            Narrative Tells the Story

    With Revel, students are introduced to a new learning experience, one in which the most up-to-date content, reading, and interactive learning become one.


We’ve talked to hundreds of instructors about their biggest challenges in teaching their courses. We’ve heard some consistent answers: students are not engaged; students come to class unprepared; students are unable to think critically. However, the most common answer is that students do not read, which leads directly to, and in fact magnifies, the other challenges that instructors identified—lack of student engagement, lack of student preparedness, and an inability to think critically. Our goal in developing Revel was to research why students aren’t reading and to solve that problem first and foremost as a gateway to deeper learning.

     
[image: A photo shows an instructor pointing out something on a laptop screen to a young man seated near him. A bookshelf is visible in the background.]
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            Research and Data

    Research shows that for students, reducing the extraneous cognitive load – that is, the mental effort being used in the working memory – is key to learning and retention. When students read or study in order to process and retain information, the information must move from the working memory to the long-term memory. Put simply, reducing extraneous cognitive load increases long-term memory.


Our research also tells us that students do not see the benefits of reading their textbooks. Students perceive their instructor’s dynamic lectures and class notes as their main source for learning and view their assigned text as simply a repetition of that classroom experience. In a student’s mind, why would they read? What are the benefits?


We share the same goals: to give your students the motivation to read by adding value to their interaction with the course materials, and to make it easier for you to assign reading.


If that’s important to you, choose Revel.



            The Story of Revel—The Solution

        Revel is learning reimagined.


Revel benefits your students. Revel’s dynamic content matches the way students learn today. Narrative is supported and enhanced by interactive content and as a result, reading becomes a pleasure rather than a chore. Revel also enables students to read and interact with course material on the devices they use, anywhere and any time. Responsive design allows students to access Revel on their tablets, desktop computers, or mobile devices with content displayed clearly in both portrait and landscape view.


Revel benefits you. Revel allows you to check your students’ progress and understanding of core concepts through regular and consistent assessment. End-of-module and end-of-chapter quizzes in Revel allow students opportunities to check their understanding at regular intervals before moving on; their grades are reported to the instructor dashboard.


Revel also offers no-, low-, and high-stakes writing activities for students through the journal, shared writing, and essay activities.


Revel lets you monitor class assignment completion as well as individual student achievement. Do you want to see points earned on quizzes, time on task, and whether a particular student’s grade is improving? If so, choose Revel.

     
[image: The screenshot shows a screen titled “Performance,” with two tabs, Assignments and Students. The Students tab displays the scores of a particular student in a bar graph. The student’s name has been selected from among a list of students, each listed along with their trending, last sign in, and average points earned details.]
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            Reading

    Our extensive research with both students and instructors found that students who spend time completing their Revel reading assignments come to class better prepared to ask questions and participate in discussions. Revel’s assignability and tracking tools help educators make sure students are completing their reading and understanding core concepts. Instructors using Revel can see how frequently students access their reading assignments and how well they understand what they read before they come to class.


Assessments allow instructors to gauge student comprehension frequently, provide timely feedback, and address learning gaps along the way. Stakes associated with assessment instruments can positively impact motivation, which can improve student participation and performance.
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            Learning Design Theory

    Over the course of several years, we have worked with thousands of educators, students, and instructional design experts to develop Revel with our authors. All of Revel’s key aspects—from features to content to performance dashboard reporting—were guided by interactions with our customers. Each Revel prototype has been tested with educators and students to make sure it facilitates the achievement of their course and individual goals. The result is a new approach to digital learning that gives educators and students precisely what they need to enhance learning and engagement.


INTERACTIVES AND VIDEOS Integrated interactive elements and brief videos allow students to engage with content and take an active role in learning. Revel’s interactive learning tools have been designed to be completed quickly so students stay focused and on task.


INTERACTIVITY SPACED ACROSS CONTENT Instructional design research shows that active pauses—with interactive content interspersed within the text narrative—improves learning. Interactive content can often more clearly provide information that is difficult to convey in static text. Revel integrates active pauses to let learners stop and process information using encoding and retrieval processes in the brain (Cheon, Crooks, Chung, Song & Kim, 2014).


FAMILIAR LEARNING AND STUDY TOOLS Highlighting, note taking, and a glossary personalize the learning experience. Instructors can add notes for students, too, including reminders or study tips.



            Data and Product Development

    Instructional design research shows that taking a test on presented material promotes subsequent learning and retention of that material on a final test. When assessments are implemented appropriately and with specific, timely feedback, students are engaged in the retrieval process, and this act of retrieving solidifies the original learning. (McDaniel, Anderson, Derbish, & Morrisette, 2007; Wiliam 2007).



            The Story of Revel—Your Students

        Today’s students are busy. Many are not only taking a full class load, but are also working full-time, holding internships, raising families, and commuting to and from campus. As an instructor, you are competing for the limited time that students have outside of class. In addition, you are competing with other courses in which students juggle heavy workloads.


With Revel, students can be efficient with their time. Revel ensures that your course will become a priority, and it will motivate students to complete their reading prior to coming to class. You work hard to give your students a 21st century experience in class, one that incorporates multimedia and technology. With Revel, your students can have that same experience out of class on their own so that they can be better prepared, and ultimately, more successful, in your class.
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            What Students Need

    Students need to be motivated to read. Students also need the work they do outside of class to be a valuable use of their limited time. They need to believe that they are spending their time wisely. The interactive elements of Revel ensure that students are getting more than just a digital textbook experience; with Revel, they are “experiencing” the content in new and dynamic ways. Coupled with periodic assessment tools – as well as opportunities to write about what they have read and learned – Revel enhances student learning and retention.
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            Mobile App

    The new Revel mobile app lets students read, practice, and study—anywhere, anytime, on any device. Content is available both online and offline, and the app automatically syncs work across all registered devices, giving students greater flexibility to toggle between their phone, tablet, and laptop as they move through their day. The app also lets students customize assignment notifications to stay on top of all due dates. 


In spring 2016 and 2017, over 1,600 students at nearly 80 two and four-year colleges and universities responded to a demonstration of Revel. Here is a sample of some student responses: 


"Easy to access, no waiting for the textbook to arrive. I can review for tests and it will remind me of upcoming assignments." - Danielle, Normandale Community College


"Simple interface, easy to navigate and very convenient." - Degerio, Guilford Technical Community College 


"The future of learning." - Enrique, Des Moines Area Community College


Available for download from the Apple iTunes App Store or Google Play.
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            Accessibility

    Learning doesn’t stop when students walk out of class or step off campus; we designed the mobile app because learning happens where life happens — everywhere.


The Revel app lets students customize assignment notifications to stay on top of all due dates. With the Revel app, students can:

  
	access the assignment calendar;

	complete reading and quizzes;

	set customized due date reminders;

	check overall performance on their mobile device.
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 The left side of the screen shows the text “Audio: Listen and learn as you go with full audio of your text (available for most courses).” The image below shows a smartphone displaying course content, with a button labeled “Listen to the Audio,” and audio controls at the bottom of the screen indicating that the audio is playing.The right side of the screen shows the text “Notifications: Set your own notifications so you never miss a deadline again.” The image below shows a smartphone displaying a Revel notification for an assignment that is due in one day.Pearson Education




            Support and Implementation—Getting Started with Revel

    More than 5,000 Revel instructors are connecting and sharing ideas. They’re energizing their classrooms and brainstorming teaching challenges via Pearson’s growing network of faculty communities. The Revel community is an open, online space where members come together to collaborate and learn from each other. If you’re currently teaching with Revel or considering Revel for use in your class, we invite you to join the Revel community.


Getting started with Revel is easy:

  
	• Identify the Problems You Want to Solve

	Do you want students to come to class more prepared, having read their assigned reading? Are your goals focused on improving student success in your course? Are you looking to increase student engagement? Are you interested in flipping your classroom so that students learn basic course content outside of class, allowing for more active and applied in-class learning?

	• Keep It Simple

	The process of accessing and navigating these learning solutions needs to be simple and intuitive. Revel has built-in, frequent, low-stakes assessments for students to easily assess their understanding of the material, without getting sidetracked from their required reading assignment.

	• Track Learning Gains

	Educators who track and measure learning gains are able to make informed decisions about product implementations, course transformations, and redesigns. In addition, they can increase their ability to prove institutional effectiveness, meet accreditation standards, track quality-enhancement plans, and fulfill grant requirements.
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            Course Creation, Set-Up, and Assignments

    If you have used a Pearson digital product in the past like a MyLab, you can use your same Pearson account info to sign in to Revel.


If you do not have a Pearson account already, click Educator in the Get Started box, and click I would like to request access.


After sign in, you will arrive at Revel’s course homepage. Select Search for Materials in the upper right-hand corner and enter the title, author, ISBN or keyword of the text you’ll be using. When you find your text, click Create Course. Fill in your course information, and click Save.
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The first time you log in to Revel as an instructor you will be prompted to “start creating assignments.” Click Get Started.


You are now ready to:

  
	select content to choose textbook content, interactive media, and graded assignments;

	set due dates to make sure students know what Revel reading and assessments are due and when;

	publish assignments to push content and assignments to students.




BUILDING AN ASSESSMENT PLAN Revel includes various quiz types to use for both formative and summative assessments. To get started, simply assign each Revel module that you intend to cover in your course. Be sure to consider your assignment due dates. If your goal is for students to come to class more prepared, then be sure to make assignments due before those topics are covered in class.


Additionally, think about how you will measure success in this Revel course. What are the quantifiable goals you want to achieve? Pertinent metrics might include one or both of the following:

  
	an analysis of student engagement using Revel’s built-in reporting features or

	a comparison of in-class exam scores, final course grades, or retention rates with those of previous semesters.



     
[image: A photo shows a slightly older man, the instructor, in a suit pointing out something in a laptop screen to a young man seated next to him.]

Hero Images Inc./Alamy Stock Photo




            Dashboard and Analytics

    Because students tend to skip optional assignments, it is critical that Revel contributes to the overall course grade. The recommendation of experienced educators is that Revel should represent at least 10-20% of the total course grade.


Remember that when you assign a chapter or section in Revel, you are assigning reading, interactives, videos, and assessments. All you need to do is pick the chapters and topics you want to cover, and then assign them to your students on the Revel assignment calendar. The Performance Dashboard allows you to export the student grades and provides total points earned for easy manual adjustments to external gradebooks.


Instructional design research suggests that certain habits of mind and dispositions are associated with critical thinking skills. Writing can be used as a tool to foster critical thinking. To get students to move toward adopting these habits and dispositions, instruction and assessment should be appropriately complex, and focused on supporting, eliciting, and assessing skills such as evaluation, analysis, synthesis, collaboration, and critical reflection. (Cope, Kalantzis, McCarthey, Vojak & Kline, 2011; Liu, Frankel, & Roohr, 2014).


As a reminder, all Revel product information can be found on the Pearson Revel site.


www.pearson.com/revel
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            LMS Integration

    Pearson provides Blackboard Learn integration, giving institutions, instructors, and students easy access to Revel. Pearson’s Revel integration delivers streamlined access to everything your students need for the course in the Blackboard Learn environment.


SINGLE SIGN-ON With a single sign-on, students are ready on their first day. From your Blackboard course, students have easy access to Revel’s interactive blend of author’s narrative, media, and assessment.
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GRADE SYNC Flexible, on-demand grade synchronization capabilities allow you to control exactly which Revel grades should be transferred to the Blackboard Gradebook.


BEFORE YOU GET STARTED

  
	Ask your campus Blackboard Administrator to enable Revel integration via Blackboard Partner Cloud.

	Read our Getting Started Guide for Blackboard Administrators at https://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel/educators/lms-integration-services/.

	Check with your Pearson representative to learn if your specific Revel course is available and to get a Pearson account if you need one.





            Summary

    With Revel, Pearson authors have been able to reimagine the way students learn content, applying new and engaging learning and assessment strategies that were not possible in the past with a print textbook. If you want your students to read, retain what they have read, understand concepts more fully, and develop and apply critical thinking skills, you have one choice.


Choose Revel.
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Chapter 1 The Sociological Mindset
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  Learning Objectives
 
 1.1.1 Explain what is meant by sociological insight.


1.1.2 Explain why systematic observation, or evidence, is needed to evaluate assertions about society.


1.2.1 Define the term sociology.


1.2.2 Describe the global outlook of sociology.


1.3.1 Define social structure.


1.3.2 Explain what C. Wright Mills meant by the sociological imagination.


1.4.1 Recognize what is meant by a sociological perspective.


1.4.2 Describe the conflict perspective.


1.4.3 Describe the functional perspective.


1.4.4 Describe the symbolic interaction perspective.


1.5.1 Identify the initial stage of research.


1.5.2 Explain how researchers discover and review relevant literature.


1.5.3 State the relationship between a theory, a hypothesis, and independent and dependent variables.


1.5.4 Identify the major sources of sociological evidence—censuses, sample surveys, and observational studies.


1.5.5 Explain why raw data must be processed and analyzed before they can be assessed.


1.5.6 Describe the concern for ethics in research.


1.6.1 Describe sociology as a basic science.


1.6.2 Describe critical sociology.


1.6.3 Describe policy sociology.


1.6.4 Describe public sociology.


1.7.1 Define institutional oppression.


1.7.2 Define intersectionality.

 
 
  


Sociological Insight


The Sociological Mindset
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The Polish Peasant in Europe and America was written by William I. Thomas and Florian Znaniecki more than a century ago. Trying to better understand how immigrants adjusted to a new culture, Thomas and Znaniecki studied the life histories, letters, and other personal documents of Polish immigrants. In effect, Thomas and Znaniecki based their theoretical conclusions on accumulated evidence rather than hearsay and opinion. Their treatise helped to establish sociology as a discipline based on objective evidence, and it is now regarded as a classic.

 The other details of the title page shown in the first image read, The Polish peasant in Europe and America; monograph of an immigrant group by William Isaac Thomas and Florian Znaniecki. Volume 1, Primary group organization; Boston, Richard G. Badger, the Gorham press. A logo is also depicted with the text, Arti et veritati. Thomas, William I. and Florian Znaniecki. The Polish Peasant in Europe and America: Monograph of an Immigrant Group (Boston: The Gorham Press, 1918); Wheeler, Edward J. Index of Current Literature (New York: Current Literature Publishing Company, 1907); William Isaac Thomas, William and Florian Znaniecki. The Polish Peasant in Europe and America (Gorham Press, 1920).



You signed up to take your first course in sociology, and you might reasonably ask, “What will I learn in sociology?” More than 100 years ago, a classic study by two pioneering sociologists gave this answer:



Among the questions included in the as yet relatively unformulated field of [sociology] (without reference to logical order) are immigration; racial prejudice; cultural assimilation; the comparative mental and moral worth of race and nationalities; crime, alcoholism, vagabondage, and other forms of anti-social behavior; nationalism and internationalism; democracy and class-hierarchization;. . . and more generally, the determination of the most general and particular laws of social reality. . . (Thomas and Znaniecki 1918: VIII).
 

The list might strike you as a jumble of unrelated topics, but contemporary sociologists can easily add several more: sexism; rates of birth, death, migration, and disease; hate crimes, white collar crimes, cyber-crimes, drug crimes, gun crimes, and trafficking; globalization, modernity, web organizations, gender selection, family forms, hooking up, single motherhood, helicopter parenting; industrial pollution, genetic modification, climate change, the struggle for equal rights, and other social movements. . .and the list goes on.


So, how can one discipline study so many topics and remain a coherent, single field? The answer is that when sociologists are doing their job, they ask questions: Is the argument logical? Is there any evidence for it? Is it consistent with what we already know to be correct? These questions are part of what we call the “sociological mindset,” the topic of this chapter.


Sociological Insight: Arguments based on objective evidence are easier to resolve than arguments based on opinion.

  




            1.1 What Is the Sociological Mindset?

    In this section, we discuss how sociology involves a certain way of thinking. This way of thinking—the sociological mindset—involves insight and evidence. We begin with a discussion of insight and then turn to evidence.

     
[image: A photo displays demonstrators wearing white coats and holding banners that read Stand up for science, Scientists serving the common good, and Scientists pursuing truth, saving the world.]

Stand-up-for-science advocates protest efforts to discredit science and climate research in 2017. Social and physical scientists share the value of supporting arguments with evidence and the belief that evidence will lead to truths that can make a better world.

Jessica Rinaldi/The Boston Globe/Getty Images




            Sociological Insight


1.1.1 Explain what is meant by sociological insight.

    
The function of sociology, as of every science, is to reveal that which is hidden.
 Pierre Bourdieu (1998:17)




Pierre Bourdieu is a sociologist interested in broad explanations of social life. However, in this quotation, he speaks about the nature of the sociological enterprise. He points out that viewing the social world from a sociological perspective reveals aspects of life that would otherwise be hidden. He is echoing a point made years ago by sociologist Peter Berger: “It can be said that the first wisdom [insight] of sociology is this: things are not what they seem” (1963:24). This insight means that we cannot trust surface appearances. For instance, numerous television programs portray life in an emergency room as full of high drama, but this superficial impression does not stand up to deeper analysis. Systematic observations show that the ER consists of twelve-hour shifts of treating colds, fractures, ear aches, and other routine cases. Only occasionally does it require heroic action (Fine 1993). Similarly, many people have ambitions of becoming an athlete, police officer, doctor, professional gamer, or chef, as such professions are often glamorized. However, few consider the years of tedious training and study required or the dreary routine of a regular day of work in these fields. The reality is that an athlete spends hours practicing every day, a police officer who chases criminals down the street also spends a lot of time filing paperwork, a gamer spends hours continuously honing their reaction time and skills, and a chef spends their working day preparing dishes in a high-pressure environment. In short, when we dig beneath the surface, we almost always find that things are not what they seem.



            Sociological Evidence


1.1.2 Explain why systematic observation, or evidence, is needed to evaluate assertions about society.

    Before going further, consider the following assertions and decide whether you think they are true or false:

  
	People on welfare are too lazy to work.

	Love is blind; that is, you can’t control who you fall in love with.

	Race is no longer a significant factor in how much money people earn.

	Crime is out of control in the United States.




Regardless of your personal opinion, you would have to admit that these four assertions might be true or they might be false. How do we tell the difference?


Following the dictates of science, sociologists rely on objective evidence to tell the difference. As sociologists Zygmunt Bauman and Tim May write: “Sociologists are expected to take great care to distinguish… between statements corroborated by evidence and those propositions that can claim the status only of provisional, untested ideas” (Bauman and May 2001:8). Contrariwise, if evidence is lacking, then sociologists hold off coming to a conclusion. That does not mean that a proposition is without merit, but it does mean that we cannot make a judgment until the evidence comes in.


Returning now to the four propositions mentioned previously, consider the evidence in Figure 1.1.

      Figure 1.1

Evidence on Assertions

[image: A horizontal bar graph displays the percentage of evidence on various assertions]

Sometimes, evidence might not be available, but for the assertions just mentioned, you can consult this chart before coming to conclusions.

 The horizontal axis ranges from 0% to 80% in increments of 20% and the y axis displays different assertions. The data depicted in the graph is as follows: Part time college instructor, 25 percent. Day care worker, 50 percent, Fast food worker, 50 percent. White with white spouse, 90 percent. Black white gap earning, 70 percent.Crime rate 1991, 6 percent.Crime rate 2014, 3 percent.

(UC Berkeley 2015; Pew 2015, 2016; FBI 2017)


  	
People on welfare are too lazy to work. According to research conducted by the Labor Center at the University of California, Berkeley, 25 percent of part-time college faculty, 50 percent of fast-food workers and 50 percent of day care workers relied on some form of public assistance (U.C. Berkeley 2015). If this fact describes people who are too lazy to work, then the statement is true; otherwise, it is false.
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OEBPS/js/highlightjs-line-numbers.js
// jshint multistr:true

(function (w, d) {
    'use strict';

    var TABLE_NAME = 'hljs-ln',
        LINE_NAME = 'hljs-ln-line',
        CODE_BLOCK_NAME = 'hljs-ln-code',
        NUMBERS_BLOCK_NAME = 'hljs-ln-numbers',
        NUMBER_LINE_NAME = 'hljs-ln-n',
        DATA_ATTR_NAME = 'data-line-number',
        BREAK_LINE_REGEXP = /\r\n|\r|\n/g;

    if (w.hljs) {
        w.hljs.initLineNumbersOnLoad = initLineNumbersOnLoad;
        w.hljs.lineNumbersBlock = lineNumbersBlock;
        w.hljs.lineNumbersValue = lineNumbersValue;

        addStyles();
    } else {
        w.console.error('highlight.js not detected!');
    }

    function isHljsLnCodeDescendant(domElt) {
        var curElt = domElt;
        while (curElt) {
            if (curElt.className && curElt.className.indexOf('hljs-ln-code') !== -1) {
                return true;
            }
            curElt = curElt.parentNode;
        }
        return false;
    }

    function getHljsLnTable(hljsLnDomElt) {
        var curElt = hljsLnDomElt;
        while (curElt.nodeName !== 'TABLE') {
            curElt = curElt.parentNode;
        }
        return curElt;
    }

    // Function to workaround a copy issue with Microsoft Edge.
    // Due to hljs-ln wrapping the lines of code inside a <table> element,
    // itself wrapped inside a <pre> element, window.getSelection().toString()
    // does not contain any line breaks. So we need to get them back using the
    // rendered code in the DOM as reference.
    function edgeGetSelectedCodeLines(selection) {
        // current selected text without line breaks
        var selectionText = selection.toString();

        // get the <td> element wrapping the first line of selected code
        var tdAnchor = selection.anchorNode;
        while (tdAnchor.nodeName !== 'TD') {
            tdAnchor = tdAnchor.parentNode;
        }

        // get the <td> element wrapping the last line of selected code
        var tdFocus = selection.focusNode;
        while (tdFocus.nodeName !== 'TD') {
            tdFocus = tdFocus.parentNode;
        }

        // extract line numbers
        var firstLineNumber = parseInt(tdAnchor.dataset.lineNumber);
        var lastLineNumber = parseInt(tdFocus.dataset.lineNumber);

        // multi-lines copied case
        if (firstLineNumber != lastLineNumber) {

            var firstLineText = tdAnchor.textContent;
            var lastLineText = tdFocus.textContent;

            // if the selection was made backward, swap values
            if (firstLineNumber > lastLineNumber) {
                var tmp = firstLineNumber;
                firstLineNumber = lastLineNumber;
                lastLineNumber = tmp;
                tmp = firstLineText;
                firstLineText = lastLineText;
                lastLineText = tmp;
            }

            // discard not copied characters in first line
            while (selectionText.indexOf(firstLineText) !== 0) {
                firstLineText = firstLineText.slice(1);
            }

            // discard not copied characters in last line
            while (selectionText.lastIndexOf(lastLineText) === -1) {
                lastLineText = lastLineText.slice(0, -1);
            }

            // reconstruct and return the real copied text
            var selectedText = firstLineText;
            var hljsLnTable = getHljsLnTable(tdAnchor);
            for (var i = firstLineNumber + 1 ; i < lastLineNumber ; ++i) {
                var codeLineSel = format('.{0}[{1}="{2}"]', [CODE_BLOCK_NAME, DATA_ATTR_NAME, i]);
                var codeLineElt = hljsLnTable.querySelector(codeLineSel);
                selectedText += '\n' + codeLineElt.textContent;
            }
            selectedText += '\n' + lastLineText;
            return selectedText;
        // single copied line case
        } else {
            return selectionText;
        }
    }

    // ensure consistent code copy/paste behavior across all browsers
    // (see https://github.com/wcoder/highlightjs-line-numbers.js/issues/51)
    document.addEventListener('copy', function(e) {
        // get current selection
        var selection = window.getSelection();
        // override behavior when one wants to copy line of codes
        if (isHljsLnCodeDescendant(selection.anchorNode)) {
            var selectionText;
            // workaround an issue with Microsoft Edge as copied line breaks
            // are removed otherwise from the selection string
            if (window.navigator.userAgent.indexOf('Edge') !== -1) {
                selectionText = edgeGetSelectedCodeLines(selection);
            } else {
                // other browsers can directly use the selection string
                selectionText = selection.toString();
            }
            e.clipboardData.setData('text/plain', selectionText);
            e.preventDefault();
        }
    });

    function addStyles () {
        var css = d.createElement('style');
        css.type = 'text/css';
        css.innerHTML = format(
            '.{0}{border-collapse:collapse}' +
            '.{0} td{padding:0}' +
            '.{1}:before{content:attr({2})}',
        [
            TABLE_NAME,
            NUMBER_LINE_NAME,
            DATA_ATTR_NAME
        ]);
        d.getElementsByTagName('head')[0].appendChild(css);
    }

    function initLineNumbersOnLoad (options) {
        if (d.readyState === 'interactive' || d.readyState === 'complete') {
            documentReady(options);
        } else {
            w.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', function () {
                documentReady(options);
            });
        }
    }

    function documentReady (options) {
        try {
            var blocks = d.querySelectorAll('code.hljs,code.nohighlight');

            for (var i in blocks) {
                if (blocks.hasOwnProperty(i)) {
                    if (!isPluginDisabledForBlock(blocks[i])) {
                        lineNumbersBlock(blocks[i], options);
                    }
                }
            }
        } catch (e) {
            w.console.error('LineNumbers error: ', e);
        }
    }

    function isPluginDisabledForBlock(element) {
        return element.classList.contains('nohljsln');
    }

    function lineNumbersBlock (element, options) {
        if (typeof element !== 'object') return;

        async(function () {
            element.innerHTML = lineNumbersInternal(element, options);
        });
    }

    function lineNumbersValue (value, options) {
        if (typeof value !== 'string') return;

        var element = document.createElement('code')
        element.innerHTML = value

        return lineNumbersInternal(element, options);
    }

    function lineNumbersInternal (element, options) {

        var internalOptions = mapOptions(element, options);

        duplicateMultilineNodes(element);

        return addLineNumbersBlockFor(element.innerHTML, internalOptions);
    }

    function addLineNumbersBlockFor (inputHtml, options) {
        var lines = getLines(inputHtml);

        // if last line contains only carriage return remove it
        if (lines[lines.length-1].trim() === '') {
            lines.pop();
        }

        if (lines.length > 1 || options.singleLine) {
            var html = '';

            for (var i = 0, l = lines.length; i < l; i++) {
                html += format(
                    '<tr>' +
                        '<td class="{0} {1}" {3}="{5}">' +
                            '<div class="{2}" {3}="{5}"></div>' +
                        '</td>' +
                        '<td class="{0} {4}" {3}="{5}">' +
                            '{6}' +
                        '</td>' +
                    '</tr>',
                [
                    LINE_NAME,
                    NUMBERS_BLOCK_NAME,
                    NUMBER_LINE_NAME,
                    DATA_ATTR_NAME,
                    CODE_BLOCK_NAME,
                    i + options.startFrom,
                    lines[i].length > 0 ? lines[i] : ' '
                ]);
            }

            return format('<table class="{0}">{1}</table>', [ TABLE_NAME, html ]);
        }

        return inputHtml;
    }

    /**
     * @param {HTMLElement} element Code block.
     * @param {Object} options External API options.
     * @returns {Object} Internal API options.
     */
    function mapOptions (element, options) {
        options = options || {};
        return {
            singleLine: getSingleLineOption(options),
            startFrom: getStartFromOption(element, options)
        };
    }

    function getSingleLineOption (options) {
        var defaultValue = false;
        if (!!options.singleLine) {
            return options.singleLine;
        }
        return defaultValue;
    }

    function getStartFromOption (element, options) {
        var defaultValue = 1;
        var startFrom = defaultValue;

        if (isFinite(options.startFrom)) {
            startFrom = options.startFrom;
        }

        // can be overridden because local option is priority
        var value = getAttribute(element, 'data-ln-start-from');
        if (value !== null) {
            startFrom = toNumber(value, defaultValue);
        }

        return startFrom;
    }

    /**
     * Recursive method for fix multi-line elements implementation in highlight.js
     * Doing deep passage on child nodes.
     * @param {HTMLElement} element
     */
    function duplicateMultilineNodes (element) {
        var nodes = element.childNodes;
        for (var node in nodes) {
            if (nodes.hasOwnProperty(node)) {
                var child = nodes[node];
                if (getLinesCount(child.textContent) > 0) {
                    if (child.childNodes.length > 0) {
                        duplicateMultilineNodes(child);
                    } else {
                        duplicateMultilineNode(child.parentNode);
                    }
                }
            }
        }
    }

    /**
     * Method for fix multi-line elements implementation in highlight.js
     * @param {HTMLElement} element
     */
    function duplicateMultilineNode (element) {
        var className = element.className;

        if ( ! /hljs-/.test(className)) return;

        var lines = getLines(element.innerHTML);

        for (var i = 0, result = ''; i < lines.length; i++) {
            var lineText = lines[i].length > 0 ? lines[i] : ' ';
            result += format('<span class="{0}">{1}</span>\n', [ className,  lineText ]);
        }

        element.innerHTML = result.trim();
    }

    function getLines (text) {
        if (text.length === 0) return [];
        return text.split(BREAK_LINE_REGEXP);
    }

    function getLinesCount (text) {
        return (text.trim().match(BREAK_LINE_REGEXP) || []).length;
    }

    ///
    /// HELPERS
    ///

    function async (func) {
        w.setTimeout(func, 0);
    }

    /**
     * {@link https://wcoder.github.io/notes/string-format-for-string-formating-in-javascript}
     * @param {string} format
     * @param {array} args
     */
    function format (format, args) {
        return format.replace(/\{(\d+)\}/g, function(m, n){
            return args[n] !== undefined ? args[n] : m;
        });
    }

    /**
     * @param {HTMLElement} element Code block.
     * @param {String} attrName Attribute name.
     * @returns {String} Attribute value or empty.
     */
    function getAttribute (element, attrName) {
        return element.hasAttribute(attrName) ? element.getAttribute(attrName) : null;
    }

    /**
     * @param {String} str Source string.
     * @param {Number} fallback Fallback value.
     * @returns Parsed number or fallback value.
     */
    function toNumber (str, fallback) {
        if (!str) return fallback;
        var number = Number(str);
        return isFinite(number) ? number : fallback;
    }

}(window, document));
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