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Introduction Geography: Finding Your Way in the World
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               Geography is indispensable to survival. All animals, including American students who consistently fail their geography tests, must be competent applied geographers. How else do they get around, find food and mate, avoid dangerous places?




(Yi-Fu Tuan 2002: 123)

               





            

	    

               We believe that our everyday lives are simply teeming with the kinds of issues and questions that are often pigeon-holed as theory. Much of the excitement and value in Human Geography lies in addressing these issues and questions by thinking through aspects of our own lives and of the world(s) in which we live.




(Cloke et al. 2014: 2)

               










               

               This book is the fifth edition of An Introduction to Human Geography. The first edition was published in 2001. The task of compiling the first edition therefore dates back to 1997–98 so that it is now approaching 20 years since we wrote the first introduction. While the fifth edition incorporates further changes to the structure and contents and one new editor, we have retained the original goal, which was to provide an introduction to human geography that focuses upon contemporary issues and approaches. What introductory textbooks in human geography choose to include and foreground (and what is excluded or neglected) some years ago became the subject of heated debate in a leading disciplinary journal (Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers). According to one of the protagonists, textbooks (in part via their influence on a prospective new generation of geographers) become part of what shapes the dominant themes for research and scholarship in a discipline. Textbooks are thereby implicated ‘in strategies to mobilize support for a particular set of disciplinary practices’ (Johnston 2007: 437).


            Textbooks also reflect where they are written and where they are read. For example, most textbooks written in North America devote a significant number of words to explaining what geography is and what constitutes a geographical approach. Early on in one of the most widely used American human geography introductions, Marston et al. (2011: 2) noted that:






               

                  The power of geography comes from its integrative approach, which addresses global connections, historical trends, and systemic political-economic and socio-cultural relations by drawing on the intellectual tradition in both the natural and social sciences.

               


            




            The reason why introductory textbooks in the United States need to explicitly consider definitions of human geography and devote space to explaining what a geographical approach amounts to is that many of the students taking a module in introductory human geography are not geography majors; that is, they will not go on to specialize in geography, and they will usually have experienced limited or no exposure to it as a discipline at high school. Geography is seldom taught in the American ‘K–12’ (kindergarten to pre-university) school system. The institutional setting within which the present textbook has been put together is different. The editors and most of the contributors are currently attached to (or associated with) British or continental European universities, or in countries where the influence of a British style educational system is more evident. Many of their students have chosen to specialize in geography at a secondary school or college and have made a choice to read for a degree in geography. Consequently, students from these countries often have ideas about the subject matter of the discipline (although this may turn out to be rather different from much of what they will subsequently encounter at university: see Bonnett 2003 and Stannard 2003). Further, the departmental contexts within which geography is taught and learnt within universities varies a great deal between different institutions and national systems of higher education. The fact that the discipline is being reproduced across a variegated international institutional landscape may be having an impact on geography’s immediate futures (see Spotlight box I.1).


            Moreover, human geography and the world that it seeks to interpret and represent are dynamic. In the years since we embarked on the first edition of this book a great deal has changed in the world; ongoing processes of migration, urbanization and economic transformations (such as the fast pace of development in parts of China, the Persian Gulf and India) are producing new spaces, connections and flows that require new maps and geographical narratives. New divisions are also being created, old conflicts revived and, on first appearances, the world might appear to be more fragmented and contested than it was at the start of the twentieth century. For example, the aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis, which is still being felt in many economies across the world, seems to have accelerated the shift in the centre of geo-economic power further towards parts of Asia; although such shifts are uneven and there are some countervailing trends.

            


            
 Spotlight box I.1 Departments and the reproduction of geography: where do you fit?



               

               University geography departments are very diverse entities. As Noel Castree (2011, 5) has noted, ‘A century ago, a small number of university geographers in England and elsewhere worked hard to create a subject that is, today, far larger and more buoyant than they could possibly have imagined’. The scale and complexity of geography as an academic discipline is apparent in a number of ways, one of which is the complexity of its management arrangements, the ways in which it is organised into departments in universities. Some geography departments are single subject, autonomous units but increasingly, in the UK at least, and for much longer in other countries, geography is managed alongside other subjects such as archaeology, sociology, environmental science, geology and a host of others from across the sciences, social sciences, arts and humanities. One of the editors, along with a number of other colleagues mapped the changing management of geography within UK higher education, interpreting these trends within the wider political economies of UK and international higher education systems (Hall et al. 2015). And all five editors were once either postgraduate students or staff at what was in the 1990s (when the first edition of this textbook was planned) a single subject geography department (founded in 1924, although the subject was taught from the 1890s in Mason College, which became the University of Birmingham in 1900), but is now a larger School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences at the University of Birmingham.


               These different departmental configurations and management arrangements reflect a number of things including traditions of academic management, national systems of higher education, fluctuations in student numbers, financial and administrative pressures as well as disciplinary and intellectual fashions, trends and aspirations. For example, in most North American universities geography courses are required to meet the needs of non-geography students who are taking geography as an option or elective. Single subject, autonomous geography departments are therefore the exception rather than the rule, and in many continental European countries, physical and human geography are separate departments.


               Think about the university department at which you are studying geography. Understanding the administrative place of academic geography can tell you a lot about the institutional pressures that it has to confront, its security, the wider structures that the discipline is located within and the possibilities for its immediate futures. Reflect upon the place of geography within your university and what this reveals. For example, is geography the only subject in your department or is it managed alongside other subjects? If it is the latter, what are the other subjects in your department? Does it differ from the management of geography in other universities? Most importantly, though, does this management of geography in your university matter? Does it impact upon the geography you study? For example, are you able to take courses taught with students from other subjects, perhaps that are taught by non-geography staff? How does this affect your emerging geographical imagination (see page 6 )? Does your exposure to perspectives from beyond geography enrich or diminish your own geographies? If you are in a single subject autonomous geography department look at the publications produced by your lecturers (usually their homepages indicate some of these, but they can also be searched on Google Scholar and the like). Do they conduct research and publish with non-geographers? Who are these collaborators, why have these collaborations arisen and what sort of geographies are being produced through them? Very quickly you will discover that geography is not a hermetically sealed discipline but it overlaps with other fields in many ways and for many reasons.


               Think also about the history of geography in your university. Can you find out if the management of geography has changed over time? This information is not always readily available – but it may be worth looking into. Asking your lecturers may be a starting point or finding out if there is a published history of your department (such as the one for Birmingham by Giles, 1987). The issue of why has it changed and who got to decide geography's institutional position is often complex, however. Was this the result of decisions made by geography staff or university managers, most of whom were probably not geographers by background? You will find that geography is not just an intellectual pursuit that exists in a vacuum but is impacted by its immediate disciplinary, institutional and wider socio-economic contexts. The geography you will learn and the geographer you will become will also be a product of these and the many other contexts within which geography is reproduced here and around the world. You can start to understand and unpack the reproduction of geography by turning your critical eye on your own geography department and the geographies it is producing.


            








         





         













               

               Changing worlds: changing human geographies



                  

                  


                     

                        Geographical knowledge is not – and should not attempt to be – static and detached from what is going on in the world, but is rather dynamic and profoundly influenced by events, struggles and politics beyond university life.




                        (Blunt and Wills 2000: x–xi)






                  The root of the word ‘geography’ combines geo (earth) and graphy (writing). To engage in geography is to write about the earth (which includes its lands and seas, resources, places and peoples) or, more widely perhaps, to represent the earth in text (which includes maps: some of the most complexly crafted of all texts). Of course, many other branches of knowledge such as history, anthropology, sociology, oceanography, politics and geology (from which geography draws) and many other sciences are also in some way or other about the world. Traditionally, what has been distinctive about human geography is that it puts an emphasis on people in places and spaces, on landscapes modified by human interventions, human relationships with nature and environment and on complex spatial connections. The terms italicized in the last sentence have been enduring topics in human geography. However, approaches too them have shifted radically over the decades. Moreover, human geography is not just about ‘out there’, it is also about ‘in here’ (see Spotlight box I.2). Thus, you all create your own personal geographies derived, for example, from where you live, where you work or when you travel.

                  


                  
 Spotlight box I.2 Geography is everywhere



                     

                     

                        

                           By Clare Madge

                        




                     


                     Willow fell and swallow soar


                     In my back garden


                     there were two


                     beautiful


                     wispy


                     emerald


                     willow


                     trees.


                     where pigeons roosted


                     and swallows soared.


                     One day


                     Two men


                     Climbed


                     The trees


                     And


                     Felled


                     Them


                     Whole.


                     In life there are many things


                     that can bring us to our


                     knees,


                     fell us sure as any tree.


                     But, like the willow stump,


                     we can grow shoots


                     and again start sprouting


                     to journey with swallows.


                     Geography is everywhere. The poem might not immediately appear to be ‘geography as you know it’. I wrote the poem as I was sitting in my garden recovering from chemotherapy. In the poem I was meditating about my cancer diagnosis and my will to survive. At that moment I felt a resonance with the felled tree, its life being truncated and its future unknown, although I also drew strength from the tree, knowing it would grow back through its ‘irrepressible vitality’. So, if geography is everywhere, how is this poem geographical? What can it tell us about geographical worlds and how those worlds might be expressed?


                     Geography is everywhere, emerging out of our lived lives. As the poem shows, these lived lives are not simply about our human world but are infused with animals, plants and atmospheres. Moreover, these geographical worlds may at the same time be about death, dying and vulnerability as well as life, living and vitality: spaces of dissolution and fragility circulate beside spaces of regeneration, challenging simplistic oppositions of life/death. The poem also reveals that therapeutic landscapes exist far beyond medicalised places (hospital wards), and that these landscapes can be metaphorical and spiritual. Those experiencing life-threatening illnesses can create a vision of the world – an active place-making – that helps them sculpt out a way of being in the world that makes a life worth living. So although perhaps not instantly apparent, this poem touches upon those well-versed geographical themes of place, space, landscape and nature. But it is about more than that too.


                     Geography is everywhere and geographical worlds can be emotional, sentient and visceral. They can be about minded-bodies that feel. The poem is deliberately and unashamedly intimate and it paints a picture from ‘the inside’, from a one minded-body going through a particular experience of a cancer diagnosis. Such intimate expression can be used to counter disembodied accounts, disclosing detailed knowledge and candid feelings – a sort of finely tuned life-writing – thus being a means to insert the ill minded-body into geographical publishing space, populating geographical texts with the diverse bodies that are still sometimes forced to its margins. Poetic encounters can act as a portal into such inner lifeworlds, bringing alive a fleshy, fine-grained emotive analysis of everyday lived life, albeit from a specific framing or perspective.


                     So . . . geography is everywhere, and it can be expressed in a multitude of ways. While the vast majority of geographic texts are written in conventional academic style, there are also alternative ways of expressing geography. Examples include creative writing, theatre, photography, painting, films, music and poetry. Thus geography is a subject that can be expressed in multifaceted, multi-sensory creative formats (Madge 2014a, 2014b).


                     However, while geography is everywhere, it is everywhere differently. This poem is written from the frame of someone experiencing one specific illness, located in a precise place, with its particular system of health care, embedded in specific social and political networks and experienced through a distinct minded-body. Cancer is, however, a prevalent worldwide disease. As a health issue of (differential) global significance, it is therefore a topic of important consideration, but the experience of cancer varies enormously across the globe. Poetic expression can carve out space for ‘other’ stories about cancer from ‘other’ places, illustrating the intense social and spatial inequalities in health outcomes and experiences. As poetry is also emotive and embodied, it has the potential to ‘show’ another person how it is to feel or experience something beyond their specific world perspective, enabling appreciation that the world is made up of manifold, heterogeneous geographies, which are constantly changing.


                     Thus, geography is everywhere and is continually emerging: it is a living subject. The poem was a response to my changed life circumstances, but it was also a reflection on living on and shaping a world in which I was part. It is on this point that I wish to finish. Geography is a living subject and in its liveliness we all have potential to shape the world in which we live. Geography is not simply a static, flat canvas which we describe and interpret as scholars, but we can shape the contours and terrain of that geographical landscape too. It is exciting to think about all those diverse geographies not yet expressed, waiting to emerge out of your (multiple) experiences, voices and visions.


                  


                  

                     Through such myriad social–cultural, political and economic geographies, we inhabit a world, as John Pickles (2004: 5) pointed out:


                  

                     that has, in large part, been made as a geo-coded world; a world where boundary objects have been inscribed, literally written on the surface of the earth and coded by layer upon layer of lines drawn on paper.


                  



                  Those geo-codes have increasingly become digital. They are stored, transformed, transmitted and negotiated electronically; as in the signal that your mobile phone is transmitting regarding your current location (unless you have turned it off) or the data about you that is in archives, online or within that phone (be it on or off).


                  Such complexity, connections and challenges (as well as diverse ‘geo-codes’) are evident when we consider the idea of ‘globalization’. As many of the chapters spell out, a combination of technical, political, ideological, cultural and economic transformations throughout the twentieth century enhanced the sense of global interconnection. Take the case of this book. The copy that you are reading may well have been printed far from where you picked it up. Or you may be reading it as an e-book. Either way, it was published by a multinational company, whose ownership and ‘home’ location may not be immediately evident. The shares of the publisher (Pearson) are traded in London, part of the daily turnover on the world’s largest stock exchange. In addition to textbooks such as this, Pearson publishes  Penguin books and, until 2015, also published the daily Financial Times and the weekly Economist. The company found itself in the headlines in March 2011, when it was revealed that the holdings of the Libyan Investment Trust (LIT), who held 3.2 per cent of Pearson’s shares, had been suspended, along with the freezing of other assets belonging to the then government of Libya (and the Qaddafi family who formed its core). This followed the outbreak of a civil war – in which Britain and other outside powers had taken military sides with the anti-Qaddafi rebels, who soon after overthrew the regime leading to protracted civil war. In turn, Pearson’s stake in the LIT reflects the flows of money associated with geographies of resources (oil and gas) and the modern financial system that are considered in later chapters. But, in turn, Libyan economic and political geographies cannot be understood without reference to colonial histories (the then Ottoman Turkish lands that today comprise Libya were invaded by Italy in 1911, in a bloody war that cost thousands of Arab lives), nationalism, revolution and geopolitics. It can be argued that these led the post-colonial Libyan state (established in the early 1950s in the debris of Italian fascist imperialism and the Second World War) into violent conflict with the West, with some of its neighbours (whose boundaries themselves were drawn by competing European colonialists) as well as with more conservative Arab regimes. Such colonial histories continue to be contested elsewhere in the Middle East, with ongoing consequences for Libya and the wider world.


                  

                     To describe contemporary technological, economic, cultural or political tendencies as ‘globalization’ is to invoke a certain geographical imagination: a vision of the growing significance of a global scale of action, of the world as a single place. Yet, we know that many people and places remain relatively marginalized, sense dangers or face threats from these supposedly hypermobile ways of living and working. And some people and places benefit from them more than others. Of course, such power and inequality are not themselves new. Consider the profits and consequences of the transatlantic slave trade between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries, for example (see Chapter 2). Cheap sugar and cotton for northern hemisphere markets and manufacturers in Europe and America enabled new links, markets and economies. But the humans traded as unpaid workers (slaves) and objects of exploitation who did the work did not see it that way (if they lived long at all). Today, a low-paid worker (or self-employed prospector) in a diamond mine might experience the global trade in these minerals rather differently to the companies that dominate the jewellery business. Certainly the benefits of globalization are uneven. This is not new.


                  As an alternative to the term ‘globalization’, we might use other terms: ‘imperialism’, ‘power’ or ‘capitalism’, for example. Each carries particular connotations. In this way, ‘globalization’ serves as a particular concept that is used to make sense of the world whereby a certain geographical imagination, of an increasingly connected and ‘shrinking’ world for example, is emphasized. Yet just because something is imagined and interpreted in particular ways and by reference to particular geographies, it does not make it any less real to those caught up in it. Globalization is seen by some as a broadly positive force, breaking down barriers, making capitalism more efficient and spreading its benefits throughout the world. For others it is a more negative process enabling another round of exploitation, often with the further destruction of local cultures and identities and further commodifying life and nature. Everything is for sale, everything has a price. Obviously, globalization has been contested, in terms of both the meanings attributed to it and the evaluation of its consequences. Judge for yourself, but as you do so, do not make the mistake of assuming that everyone everywhere shares your vantage point and experiences of the world. And having boomed as a term and way of talking about the world in the 1990s, recent years have seen use of the term begin to decline. Although based on a selective sample of books published in English since 1900, data provided by Google’s scanning of books indicates that the number using the term ‘globalization’ peaked in the mid-2000s after a steep rise from almost zero in the 1980s (see Figure 1).

                     

                  


                  

                        

                           

                        

                        

                        

                     

                  
Figure 1 


Use of the term ‘globalization’, 1900–2009, based on a survey of digitized material in Google books.




                           Source: 

                           http://ngrams.googlelabs.com/graph?content=globalization&year_start=1900&year_end=2008&corpus=0&smoothing=1

                           

                        





                  Some events and moments have had global coverage as an iconic image likened by some to the moment when the American Apollo 8 spacecraft in 1968 captured the first image of the earth as a whole from space, or the reception of photographs of the earth from space by subsequent NASA missions (see Plate 1). These images have since circulated widely and are credited with reshaping human perceptions of the planet (see Cosgrove 2001). Yet the way that some events become ‘significant’ or ‘global’ reflects where they happen and who they affect. The spectacular losses of thousands of lives in Manhattan on ‘9/11’, for example, became a global media event and subject of debate in the way that the death of several million people through a decade of war from the mid-1990s in the Democratic Republic of Congo never did.

                  


                  

                        

                           

                        

                        

                        

                     

                  
Plate 1 


‘The Blue Marble’. Photograph taken by a crew member aboard Apollo 17 on 7 December 1972.


(NASA)





               


               

                     

                     The evolution of academic geography



                  

                  


                     A brief glance at the available disciplinary histories of geography gives an indication of a long association between geography and the militarized attempts to claim territory on behalf of a particular imperial project.




(Nayak and Jeffrey 2011: 5)






                  Consider how the contents and style of this text, like those others, is marked by where it was written. Geography, as a subject, has both history and its own geography; it has varied in space and time. As a student of the subject, you might want to venture online, or into the recess of a library, to discover past textbooks, such as Haggett (1972) which over 40 years ago was a ground-breaking text. It is important to appreciate this – and the longer-term – intellectual heritages of geography.


                  As a distinct subject (with students reading for a degree in it) geography has been present in European universities since the mid- to late-nineteenth century. Before then, however, geographical knowledge was studied and taught in many universities (not only those in Europe, but in the great centres of learning in the predominantly Islamic world, such as Baghdad and Cairo), as part of a variety of programmes of study – sometimes alongside mathematics and geometry for example, or as part of (or alongside) natural history, astronomy or cosmography (see Withers and Mayhew 2002). In the second half of the nineteenth century, universities were reorganized around modern disciplines, increasingly with discrete departments and separate degree schemes. This happened as the old curriculum – based on classical learning in philosophy and sciences – began to break down with the rise of science, commerce and new capitalist rationalities. The fact that the late nineteenth century was also a time when many European states (chief amongst them Britain, France and the Netherlands) were engaged in overseas colonization and empire-building, and all were keen to foster their sense of national identity and territorial coherence, gave geography a new practical relevance. Children needed to be taught, it was argued, about their nation and its place in the world and their teachers thus required a degree in geography. At the same time, geographical knowledge had direct strategic and military relevance (this was the moment too of the birth of geopolitics, as detailed in Chapter 20

                     ) as well as commercial and imperial relevance, such as in schemes to exploit the perceived agricultural potential of colonies in Africa and Asia, for example. Nineteenth-century ideas about the relations between climate, environment and ‘race’, and (to use the language of that time) ‘civilization’ and progress, were caught up with the emergence of the discipline, but so too were the impacts of Darwin’s ideas about evolution (which influenced physical geography too: in the conception of the way that landforms evolve).


                  The early years of the modern discipline were therefore inescapably tied up with nationalism and empires. This continued into the early twentieth century, with a growing number of geography departments being established at universities in the USA and Canada, in many Latin American countries, in the European colonies and dependencies and in Japan. In some instances, such as Russia, the earliest departments were organized in the 1880s and this was tied to nation-building rather than overseas expansion. Such was also the case in Germany and in Scandinavia. By the time of the Second World War, geography was relatively well established – and the practical knowledge (as part of military ‘intelligence’, for example) it yielded in wartime helped to consolidate the discipline’s place in universities in many countries. After 1945 new challenges arose as other disciplines expanded, but (with some exceptions such as the closure of a few departments in the United States), geography benefited from the first big post-war expansion in the number both of universities and of students in the 1960s. Human geography increasingly reoriented itself to the technological and scientific spirit of the times, fed by a new phase of military competition in the Cold War (on this, see Barnes and Farish 2006).


                  In an age of formal decolonization, where the old imperial disciplinary role was waning, human geography also found new fields of study and outlets for its graduates (such as conservation, development and planning: but also many others, by virtues of the broader skills they would acquire within a geography degree). There were, however, fierce debates about the appropriate focus (for example over the status of regional geography) and methods (such as the role of statistical analysis), which meant that what undergraduate students were exposed to (and thus had to learn) to pass a geography degree continued to change (though unevenly, depending on where they studied).


                  By the 1960s and 1970s, the world was changing and so was human geography. At first it led geographers to adopt statistical techniques, seeking to render the discipline more scientific. But other, more radical social and political changes (think of the hippies, the rise of feminism and gay liberation, or the movements against the American war in Vietnam and for civil rights in America and the wider spirit of revolution that came to the fore in the late 1960s) kindled interest in the underlying economic causes of inequality, turmoil and conflict in capitalist societies. An early 1990s textbook, introducing the ensuing theoretical debates in human geography, noted how, by the 1970s, ‘human geography as an academic discipline had just entered into a period of considerable turmoil’ (Cloke et al. 1991: viii). They go on to note how:


                  


                     One of the most obvious characteristics of contemporary human geography is its diversity of approach. Within human geography today there is an unprecedented liveliness to the engagement with issues of method and theory. Rarely, if ever before, has the subject seen such a plurality of research methodologies and encompassed such a broad sweep of topics of investigation.


                  


                  (Cloke et al. 1991: 1)





                  This liveliness has continued, reflecting both changes in the world (including political, economic and cultural shifts) and accompanying technical developments, theoretical exuberance and shifting funding arrangements for, and ways of, running universities. Cloke et al. (1991) looked back to what one particularly creative geographer had once termed a geographical imagination. They thus cited David Harvey (1973: 24):


                  

                     This imagination enables the individual to recognize the role of space and place in his own biography . . . to relate to the spaces he sees around him, and to recognize how transactions between individuals and between organizations are affected by the spaces that separate them. It allows him to recognize the relationship which exists between him and his neighbourhood, his territory, or, to use the language of the street gangs, his ‘turf’ . . . It allows him to fashion and use space creatively and to appreciate the meaning of the spatial forms created by others.


                  



                  Nearly 40 years later, another leading geographer claimed that:


                  


                     it is worth affirming the importance of the geographical imagination, as a matter of both practical wisdom and scholarly reflection, and not least for its pleasure and enchantment, for people’s love of learning about the world and their place within it.


                  


                  (Daniels 2011: 186)





                  Today though, the taken-for-granted ‘him’ of Harvey’s (1973) quote would be qualified with ‘him or her’: and with this perhaps a recognition of significant gender differences in experiences and assumptions. For example, where do men and women experience space differently and how does this relate to spaces of power, sexuality, work and reproduction? Such sensitivity has evolved out of the ways that by the 1970s geographers, David Harvey amongst them and later joined by others from many different backgrounds, started to ask more difficult questions about inequality, power, exploitation and difference. In turn, capitalism entered a phase of heightened restructuring (shaped by economic recessions, new technologies and new forms and places of production and regulation, as detailed in Section 4 

                     ). Reflecting the times, human geographers became more concerned with inequality, economic and political crises and contradictions. Feminist, humanistic, ecological and other critiques also started to impact on human geography and feed into re-evaluations both of its history (the way that early twentieth-century imperial geography was shaped by racism and sexism, for example) and contemporary contents. Moreover, the boundaries between many of human geography’s sub-disciplines, such as urban, political, historical or cultural geography, became more blurred. However, along the way, the modelling, data processing and visualizing capabilities of geographic information science continued to be refined (Fairbairn and Dorling 1997; Fotheringham et al. 2000; Schuurman 2004) and the Internet, digitisation and mobile technologies produced new capacities for communication and altered relations and perceptions of proximity and distance (see www.zooknic.com for work on the geographies of the Internet). For some, outside the discipline, the decline of the Cold War in the late 1980s brought the ‘end of history’. For others, the development of technology and the globalization of the economy were creating a ‘borderless world’; some even proclaimed the ‘end of geography’.


                  Yet the fact that social and economic processes take place across space matters. Indeed the way they do so is vital to how they operate. Human geography is not just about describing the spatial manifestations of economy and society: it is about explaining how space is configured and shapes economies, societies and social processes. Thus, geography is not a passive outcome; it is a critical component of dynamic social and economic processes. More than that, geography in its broader definition provides an interface between the human and the natural worlds. We would argue that geography is a key subject for the twenty-first century, in part because many of the challenges that face humanity are at the interface between human societies and natural environments. One of the oldest themes of human geography (and indeed of geography as a whole, including its physical side) – human–environment relations – has become an urgent agenda for the twenty-first century.


                  Human geographers have also become more aware of the ways that knowledge is socially constructed. This is complex, reflecting ideology. But in the simplest terms, the way you see the world is partly a function of who you think you are and, hence, where you see yourself as coming from. Human geographers have come to realize that much of the knowledge and understanding that they claimed to be universal is in various ways Eurocentric: it comes from somewhere and any idea that it is universally true (for all and everywhere) might be challenged. Similarly, Eurocentrism has been associated with a very ‘white’ view of a multi-ethnic world such as the fairly widespread self-perception that white folk are not really themselves members of a particular ‘ethnic’ group, except amongst racists and white supremacists. Yet in global terms they are arguably a distinctive ‘ethnic minority’ whose identity has been forged through comparisons and interactions with other people classified as non-white. In turn, however, such ideas about race and ethnicity are rooted in colonial histories (and hierarchies) that are evidently themselves particular (imperial) ways of knowing, ordering and interpreting the world. These resurface in contemporary racism, and have their own historical geography. Ideas about race, which today may seem self-evident and obvious, would not have been present in, for example, the Roman Empire, which had other ways of ordering and stratifying society and demarcating insiders, barbarians, citizens and slaves. All this means that geographers must now reconsider the ways in which assumptions and value judgments shape the way they view the world. They must accept that all descriptions of the world are culturally determined, often politically motivated, and can always be contested.


                  So, think about your position; realize that this book presents the views of human geographers working at particular places and times. We have set out to challenge readers to think about the ways that human geography interprets the major social, cultural, economic, environmental and related issues that face the world in the early years of the twenty-first century. It is for you to use this book to inform your own insights and opinions as geographers; and to read beyond it. In other words, reading this textbook is the beginning of your introduction to human geography, not the end.


                  Today, human geography is characterized by a wide variety of approaches; there are many ways of writing geography and approaches to doing so (see Spotlight box I.2). The idea of a single, all-encompassing geographical approach (which may have been evident in times past) is not convincing anymore. Since we have adopting an issue-based approach, there is not the scope here to say much more about the evolution of debates in human geography. You can further explore their trajectory using some of the other readings listed at the end of this chapter. Alternatively, track down and read Chris Philo’s (2008) fluent summary alongside his ‘map’ of changing approaches in human geography. But at this point please accept our word that this story (like Philo’s ‘map’) becomes immensely complex, intertwined and convoluted, reflecting the intellectual trends and social changes mentioned earlier.


                  However, it is important to appreciate some shared concepts. Most disciplines have their central concepts and ideas that define what it is they study and how they study it. Human geography is often accused of borrowing ideas from elsewhere, rather than generating its own; but it is possible to identify a set of concepts that make it distinct and different. We might disagree on what they might mean (and each is the subject of a vast literature), but ideas of place, space, and scale are certainly central to human geography and have been for a long time, as has an interest in landscape, difference, connectivity and unevenness. All of the core ideas of human geography can be deployed to interrogate and explain the places where we live and the places where we travel. As geographers, we seek explanations as to why something came to be where it is, how places are experienced, connected and represented, or how the physical environment and nature are transformed by society. Chapter 12 notes how the planetary scale of such transformations has been re-conceptualized as a human-influenced geological epoch (the Anthropocene). At a more personal scale, in Spotlight box I.3, one of the editors explains his engagements with a particular place – or set of places connected on a path. It is our hope that, as a practising human geographer, you will also find your own literal or metaphorical paths through this discipline and be inspired to think geographically. For us, then, human geography is a way of seeing, enquiring and understanding past, present and potential future worlds.

                  


                  
 Spotlight box I.3 James' wanderings



                     

                     One of us especially likes walking. It is a deeply geographical practice. For (even enabled by the geo-technologies of GPS and mobile Internet) it is easy to get lost, or find oneself in the ‘wrong’ place, or feel ‘out of place’, or discover new places. Walking requires an intimate encounter with place, whilst negotiating space and landscape. James has done this often in different cities and written scholarly geographies about it, linking it to the geopolitics and memories in/of a particular one: the English city of Plymouth (Sidaway 2009). He is far from alone in this of course and his paper draws on an enormous literature about walking in cities from many sites and a vast range of authors. But sometimes it is nice to get away from the city (even the one he currently lives in: Singapore) and walk in more remote places. So over the years since the third edition of this book, he has bit by bit been walking one of the routes there that is commonly referred to as the Camino de Santiago (Way of St James), mapped in Figure 2. As the account of another who walked this way has noted:


                     

                           

                              

                           

                           

                        

                     
Figure 2 


A map of the routes known as Camino de Santiago.







                     


                        

                           the Camino de Santiago is really a network of routes, many of Roman origin, extending throughout Europe that have been used by pilgrims since the eleventh century to reach Santiago de Compostela [whose Cathedral houses the shrine dedicated to the Apostle St James] . . . The early medieval pilgrimage played an important role . . . fostered by the reigning political forces.

                        


                     


                     


                        (Frey 1998: 5)


                     




                     

                        

                     


                     

                        

                     


                     

                           

                              

                           

                           

                           

                        

                     
Plate 2 


Signalling the Camino to Santiago de Compostela.
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                     Frey's book also describes how, with the lessening of Christian influence in the latter half of the twentieth century, the ancient pilgrimage routes declined, before undergoing a rapid renaissance in recent years. Today many thousands walk these routes daily


                     

                        (Plate 2). Not all are pilgrims. Some go mostly for the exercise, others for a change of scene, as a holiday, or as a personal or even spiritual journey that may not be grounded in a formal religion. But to walk it is to experience everyday geographies of slow movement – as on any other popular long-distance walking trail, such as those in Appalachia, the UK, Germany, New Zealand or on grander scales and higher altitudes in, say, Nepal or Peru.


                     Long-distance walkers must negotiate and become, sometimes painfully, aware of scale, topography and landscape. When you are walking, distances, pace, elevations and inclines matter fundamentally. Weather, food and water become things that may not be taken for granted, as must what you decide to carry or decide to leave behind (as in other travel of course: including those using sophisticated technologies like aircraft). Economic geographies and cultural geographies are evident: place names and language differences for starters; carrying enough money; where to eat and sleep; and who gains from all that expenditure? So are political geographies, if you know where to look. But glance up and see an aircraft far overhead – during a long day of remote walking perhaps – and encounter other walkers from across the world, or discuss where you started from with them, and the question of scale becomes more complicated. This is because, when you pause to think about it, any place on the path becomes part of a vast network extending in many directions. To make such a journey also links mind, body, landscape and movement in ways that are hard to capture in words: geographical imaginations may be rich, but some things you can only learn – or fully appreciate – by doing them. Moreover, others walk long distances not for pleasure or spiritual gain, but simply to collect water, seek a living or escape conflict. And other demands, injuries, age or disability, or preferences mean that hiking long distances is not something that everyone can, or might want to, do.


                  


               


            





                  

                  Approach of the book



               

               The major sections of this book focus on important issues facing the world, but they also relate to major sub-disciplines in human geography. Section 1  provides historical context for the four issue-oriented sections that follow. While it is natural for us to proclaim that geography matters, it is also the case that historical geography matters. A cursory examination of an atlas printed at the start of the last century will show you that the world has changed a great deal. Many of the contemporary issues discussed in this book, such as the geographies of development and of inequality, owe much to the way the world looked in 1900, or considerably earlier. A sense of history is critical to an understanding of contemporary human geography. However, if we cast our minds even further back into the records of antiquity we are reminded that societies are transitory; nothing lasts forever. States and civilizations have come and gone and this should teach us that there is little permanent about the current world order. At the same time, what is past, and not always immediately visible, often has a profound influence on the world we live in now. Section 1  highlights some of these issues and then focuses on the emergence of capitalism and its relationship with the making of the modern world.


               It probably makes sense to work with Section 1  first; after that each section can be utilized in whatever order you see fit. It starts with a brief summary of the important issues covered by each of the chapters and there is logic to the order in which the chapters are presented. Section 2  examines the interrelationship between population change, resource production and consumption, global economic development and the environment. Section 3  focuses on social and cultural issues within urban and rural contexts and at a global scale and includes a chapter on the social construction of nature and what this means for the analysis and interpretation of how, for example, to manage the global environment in a sustainable way. Section 4  examines the globalization of economic activity, production networks, the emergence of a global financial system and means of exchange (which has played an increasingly visible role in recent decades), and the importance of consumption to an understanding of the geography of economy. Section 5  considers a variety of political geographies at differing scales and how they interface and intertwine. Here too the sense of continuity and change is evident, as in shifting global geopolitical scenarios since the decline of the old superpower Cold War confrontation between the Soviet Union and the USA that had lasted for 50 years from the 1940s to the 1990s and whose legacies remain active today.


               So, where else do you go from here? As a geography student (or any other kind of student for that matter), you may be faced with choices, for example between human and physical geography or between more specialized subjects within one of those traditions. It is in the nature of academic disciplines to subdivide and to compartmentalize knowledge. Geography is unusual in that it sits at the intersections between the humanities, social sciences and natural sciences. This means that it internalizes both the disadvantages of disciplinarity and the potential advantages of multidisciplinarity. In other words, as Harrison (2009: 163) notes:


               

	       

                  it incorporates perspectives from a very wide range of diverse subjects from the social sciences (including history, sociology, politics, economics, and psychology) and from the natural sciences (including physics, biology, ecology and geology). To some, this diversity has been regarded as a sign of weakness, suggesting a subject with such a broad range of research fields must treat those in a superficial manner. Others have seen it as a sign of strength, arguing that geography has avoided the intellectual trap of increased specialization and held on to a holistic view.


               




               Much of the promise of geography lies on the margins between the sub-disciplines, between human and physical geography or, for example, between economic and cultural geography. In your studies you should make the most of this promise, seek out the space on the margins and look for the connections between the human and natural environments, the economic, the social and the cultural. Many of the challenges that face humanity also occupy these margins. The emphasis on places and spaces and how they are interconnected, imagined and represented (the hallmarks of human geography) is itself promising. Engaging with such promise will deepen, stretch, enrich and challenge your understanding of the world. Geography is a worldly discipline. At once grounded and practical, human geography can sometimes be also deeply theoretical, abstract and philosophical; it mobilizes words, maps and numbers, and articulates social sciences and the humanities, in a symbiotic relationship with the science of physical geography. Wherever geography takes you intellectually and professionally, we hope that the chapters and arguments brought together in this book will (when supplemented by further reading, critical thought, writing and conversation) encourage you to continue to engage with the promise inherent in geography.


            




 Further reading 


This first set of readings points you towards two other textbooks that you can use to enrich your perspectives on human geography. Individual chapters from them are sometimes cited elsewhere as references in this book, but they are also worth browsing to get a sense of the different ways in which human geography is presented.



               

               

               	Cloke, P., Crang, P. and Goodwin, M. (eds) (2014) Introducing Human Geographies, 3rd edition, Routledge, Oxford. The third edition of an innovative text: 59 inviting short chapters that reflect the diversity of approaches in contemporary human geography. Well worth delving into wherever you may be.



               	Marston, S.A., Knox, P., Liverman, D., Del Casino, V. and Robbins, P. (2013) World Regions in Global Context: People, Places, and Environments, 4th edition, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ. A comprehensive and accessible text written principally for the North America market with lots of pictures and diagrams. Probably the best US textbook.



            





 Research and study guides, readers and further insights into human geography

This section is dedicated to publications that will assist you in conducting geographical research and/or expand your knowledge of debates and approaches in the discipline. The list comprises dictionaries, and books on methodology, approaches and theory in human geography as well as a few (such as auto-biographies of influential geographers) that are hard to categorize. You should also seek out the various ‘readers’ (comprising reprints of influential papers that usually first appeared in journals) that have been produced. Led by publishers, these have proliferated in recent years, along with encyclopedias, dictionaries and companions to the discipline, or for specific sub-disciplines. Some bring together the most influential readings in a particular area of human geography, whilst others are collections of specially commissioned review essays that assess the status of particular areas of research.



               

               

               	

                  Agnew, J. and Duncan, J.S. (eds) (2011) The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Human Geography, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford. Comprising commissioned original essays, this is a rich starting point to get a feel of how the discipline has evolved and what it includes today.



               	Atkin, S. and Valentine, G. (eds) (2014) Approaches to Human Geography: Philosophies, Theories, People and Practices, 2nd edition, Sage, London, New Delhi and Thousand Oaks, CA. A good way into the range of theoretical (and methodological) debates in human geography.



               	Benko, G. and Strohmayer, U. (eds) (2004) Human Geography: A History for the Twenty-First Century, Arnold, London. Republished by Routledge in 2014, this book sought to address histories of continental European and Anglophone geography and the relations between them. It only scratches the surface.



               	Blunt, A. and Wills, J. (2000) Dissident Geographies: An Introduction to Radical Ideas and Practice, Prentice Hall, Harlow. This book is worth tracking down. The geographies explored all share political commitments to critique and to challenging prevailing relations of power: from gay and lesbian geographies to geographies of anarchism and anti-racism, it brings out some of the ways in which the production of geographical knowledge is tied to politics and struggles outside, as well as within, universities.



               	Boyle, M. (2014) Human Geography: A Concise Introduction, Wiley Blackwell, Chichester. Structured around the idea of geographic imaginations, this is an ambitious, though inviting and accessible text.



               	Castree, N. (2005) Nature, Routledge, London and New York. A challenging introduction to how geographers have studied nature and what this tells us about the nature of academic geography.



               	Clifford, N. and Valentine, G. (eds) (2010) Key Methods in Geography, 2nd edition, Sage, London. Covers the methods used in both human and physical geography, including those they share.



               	Cloke, P., Crang, P., Goodwin, M., Painter, J. and Philo, C. (2002) Practising Human Geography, Sage, London. A more advanced (but very readable and inviting) guide to research methods and writing strategies in human geography. An inspiring guide to the use of qualitative methods. You will need to look elsewhere if you are interested in using quantitative techniques or GIS.



               	Couper, P. (2015) A Student’s Introduction to Geographical Thought: Theories, Philosophies, Methodologies, Sage, London. A superb introduction to ideas and theories across both human and physical geography. The companion website offers rich student resources. Sample them: https://study.sagepub.com/couper.



               	Crampton, J.W. (2010) Mapping: A Critical Introduction to Cartography and GIS, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford. One of a series of ‘Critical Introductions to Geography’. A fantastic guide to maps and mapping.



               	Cresswell, T. (2004) Place: A Short Introduction, Blackwell, Oxford. Explores how human geographers have studied, debated and complicated a concept that may seem self-evident and familiar, but which turns out to be dependent upon a range of assumptions, ideologies and contests.



               	Cresswell, T. (2012) Geographic Thought: A Critical Introduction, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford. Another survey of the history of geographic thought that is especially good on developments in recent years.



               	Daniels, S. and Lee, R. (eds) (1996) Exploring Human Geography: A Reader, Arnold, London. Includes articles not intended primarily for a student audience, but the collection provides a useful survey of human geography in the 1980s and 1990s.



               	Dorling, D. and Fairbairn, D. (1997) Mapping: Ways of Representing the World, Prentice Hall, Harlow. Maps have always been associated with geography and geographers. This text will help you to understand how maps express the will to describe, understand and control.



               	Flowerdew, R. and Martin, D. (2005) Methods in Human Geography: A Guide for Students Doing a Research Project, 2nd edition, Longman, Harlow. A guide to a wide variety of the research techniques used by contemporary human geographers.



               	Gould, P. and Pitts, F.R. (eds) (2002) Geographical Voices: Fourteen Autobiographical Essays, Syracuse University Press, Syracuse, NY. A collection of autobiographies that chart the experiences and insights of some of leading geographers of the past 70 years.



               	Gregory, D., Johnston, R.J., Pratt, G., Watts, M. and Whatmore, S. (eds) (2009) The Dictionary of Human Geography, 5th edition, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford. Over a thousand pages. We think it is an indispensable reference. But, like vintage wines, some prefer earlier editions (each one thicker and weightier than the last). If you want to spend an afternoon learning a lot about academic geography, track down older ones and look at how the entries have changed.



               	Clifford, N.J., Holloway, S.L., Rice, S.P. and Valentine, G. (eds) (2009) Key Concepts in Geography, 2nd edition, Sage, London. Worth reading alongside this text, especially if you are taking introductory classes in human and physical geography – this collection addresses both.



               	Hubbard, P., Kitchin, R. and Valentine, G. (eds) (2008) Key Texts in Human Geography, Sage, London. A starting point, designed to lead you beyond textbooks into classic texts in the field. Many were not written for a student audience but as entrée it is especially helpful.



               	Johnston, R.J. and Sidaway, J.D. (2016) Geography and Geographers: Anglo-American Human Geography since 1945, 7th edition, Arnold, London. First published in 1979, the seventh edition of this book provides an updated and fairly comprehensive survey of the major trends in human geography since 1945 in the English-speaking world. Includes a discussion of geography as a discipline that will help you to better understand what academic geographers do and how the discipline is structured.



               	Livingstone, D. (1992) The Geographical Tradition: Issues in the History of a Contested Enterprise, Blackwell, Oxford. On publication this immediately became a landmark scholarly study of the long-term history of human geography. It still is.



               	Nayak, A. and Jeffrey, A. (2011) Geographical Thought: An Introduction to Ideas in Human Geography, Pearson, Harlow. This does what it says in the title.



               	Thrift, N. and Kitchin, R. et al. (eds) (2000) The International Encyclopedia of Human Geography, Elsevier, Oxford. This A–Z is a comprehensive survey of human geography. You can lose yourself inside it for hours and only scratch the surface.



               	Tuan Yi-Fu (1999) Who am I? An Autobiography of Emotion, Mind and Spirit, University of Wisconsin Press, Madison, WI. The autobiography of a Chinese-American who arrived in the United States as a 20-year-old graduate student in the 1950s and went on to become one of America’s most original and respected geographers.



               	Women and Geography Study Group (1997) Feminist Geographies: Explorations in Diversity and Difference, Longman, Harlow. Republished by Routledge in 2013, this remains a great way to begin to understand how feminist geographies have reshaped the study of human geography.



               	Wylie, J. (2007) Landscape, Routledge, London. A fascinating text that examines how human geographers (and others) have conceptualized and narrated landscape.

As this introduction has sketched, human geography (understood as the subject, and those who study and teach it) has its own geography (understood as locations), in so far as it is unevenly developed (in some countries it is studied as part of the school curriculum, in other places – most significantly perhaps in the USA – it is hardly studied at schools). How and why this has come about is a complex reflection of wider histories and geographies, including the historical geography of empires (see Chapter 2), which meant that aspects of a British-style educational system were long imposed on many territories in Africa and Asia (and in Ireland). For more systematic reflections on the relative position of geography in the academy in a range of countries, see the set of papers in the Journal of Geography in Higher Education, 31(1), compiled by and following a brief introduction by Kong (2007) (see also Spotlight box I.1). Browsing other issues of the Journal of Geography in Higher Education can be instructive, since it is full of ideas and guides to research and geographical learning.


                  This and other material from scholarly journals must usually be downloaded whilst logged in to a university network; since university libraries pay the subscription costs to publishers of such journals. However, the following is free to all: Barder, H. and Engel-Di Mavro, S. (eds) (2008) Critical Geographies: A Collection of Readings, Praxis (e)Press: www.praxis-epress.org. This reprints a collection of classic and inspiring geographies; starting with an 1885 essay by an anarchist Russian geographer on ‘What Geography Ought to Be’. We suggest you start here.


                  But why stop with the Earth? If you read the following book, you will soon see how geography of Mars is, in the end, more about the Earth than Mars. With time, you might begin to agree with us that all geographies of other places tell as much about where they are written as that which they purport to describe:


               


               	Lane, M.D.K. (2011) Geographies of Mars: Seeing and Knowing the Red Planet, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, IL.

If Martian geographies are not to your taste, but you are also taking classes in physical geography, see if you can impress those who seek to teach you physical geography by asking them what they think about:


               


               	Clifford, N. (2009) ‘Globalization: a physical geography perspective’, Progress in Human Geography, 33(1), 5–16.

Finally, one of the key unfolding areas of debate in contemporary geography is how the discipline might engage with the Anthropocene idea. This recent forum, organized by two editors but with contributions from six other scholars, provides a way into these debates:


               


               	Johnson, E. and Morehouse, H. (eds) (2014) ‘After the Anthropocene: politics and geographic enquiry for a new epoch’, Progress in Human Geography, 

                  38(3), 439–56.



            





 Useful websites 


This section provides access to the sites of some of the major geographical societies in the United Kingdom and North America. Visit the sites of other university geography departments across the world and discover how geography is represented and taught in different places. With the partial exception of the Canadian Association of Geographers, the links below focus on the Anglophone world.



               

               

               	

                  

                  www.aag.org The website of the Association of American Geographers. Founded in 1904, the AAG is the primary academic geography organization in the United States. This site provides a wealth of information on the Association’s activities, as well as access to its two scholarly journals: the Annals of the Association of American Geographers and Professional Geographer.

               



               	

                  www.amergeog.org The website of the American Geographical Society. The Society was established in 1851 and is the oldest professional geographical organization in the United States. The society publishes the Geographical Review and Focus.

               



               	

                  www.cag-acg.ca The website of the Canadian Association of Geographers. Founded in 1951, the CAG-ACG is the primary academic organization in Canada. The association publishes The Canadian Geographer and organizes national and regional meetings.



               	

                  www.geography.org.uk The website of the Geographical Association, which was founded in 1893 and is the national subject teaching organization for all geographers in the United Kingdom. The Association publishes three journals: Primary Geographer, 

                  Teaching Geography and Geography.

               



               	

                  www.iag.org.au The website of the Institute of Australian Geographers. The IAG was founded in Adelaide in 1958 and is the principal body representing geographers and promoting geography in Australia. The institute publishes the journal Geographical Studies.

               



               	

                  www.nationalgeographic.org A public face of geography in the English-speaking world. Home to the National Geographic magazine, the site also provides access to the maps and photographs that appear in its magazine, as well as a searchable index.



               	

                  www.rgs.org The home of the Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers). The RGS was originally founded in 1830 and the RGS-IBG is still the primary academic organization in UK geography. The website provides information on the societies as well as a route to its three key journals: Area, the Geographical Journal and Transactions.

                  As you will probably already know, there are dozens of commercial websites that will help you to try to short-cut and circumvent learning and scholarship, by buying putatively top-grade custom-written essays for almost any assignment. Like other even seedier sides of the Net, these have their own geography, in terms of by whom and where they are produced, where the money goes, plus the spatiality of the wider economies, trends and technologies that enable them. In the words of a geographical account of these published more than a decade ago:






                     The technology of the Internet has connected remote places and facilitated the diffusion of any number of economic activities such as call centers, off-shore banking, and data processing. The Internet adult industry is yet another example of how a combination of regulatory issues, lower costs for content, and low barriers to entry results in a restructuring of production and consumption. While allowing access to a whole new range of people, the Internet is still shaped by existing structures of regulation, power, and hegemony. In short, the space of flows cannot be understood without reference to the ‘space of places’ to which it connects.

                  



                  

                     (Zook 2003: 1283)

                  





                  As for those commercial essay-writing websites, although some pretend otherwise, they rest on a specialist form of fraud known as plagiarism, severely sanctioned in all universities when detected.
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            Worlds in the Past: Changing Scales of Experience and Past Worlds in the Present



         

         

            

               

                  Edited by Denis Shaw

               




            













               The world in which we live today has been moulded and is constantly being remoulded by the forces of capitalism (defined in Chapter  2, pp. 38–9). As modern capitalism spread across the globe it inevitably changed the societies which preceded it. But the pre-capitalist societies, while adapting to capitalism, did not necessarily lose all their distinctive features, and capitalism itself was configured through the process of interacting with them. The fact that human societies in the modern world differ among themselves in all kinds of ways is only partly the result of the way global capitalism works and of the ways in which societies are now adapting to the various forces affecting them. Societies also differ because of their past histories, histories that stretch back into pre-capitalist times. The world into which modern capitalism spread was itself already enormously varied and had been changing in innumerable ways over thousands of years. This section presents a brief survey of that long history and argues that the human geographer cannot understand the present-day world without knowledge of the worlds which have existed in the past.


            Chapter 1 of this section considers what the world was like before capitalism and what if any generalizations can be made about this long period of human history. Chapter  2 analyses the rise and spread of modern capitalism down to the end of the nineteenth century. Its history during this period is intimately linked to the rise of the European powers and to the worldwide spread of their influence. This, of course, is not to deny that capitalism probably sprouted, and then died, in other societies in other periods, or that it might have gained worldwide significance on the basis of a non-European core had circumstances been different. During the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, which are the subject of Chapter  3, capitalism became a truly global phenomenon and radically changed in the process. This chapter thus provides a more immediate background for the sections that follow.


            In summary, this part of the book emphasizes the variety and complexity of the world before globalization. And it demonstrates that only by knowing something about that world can we understand globalization itself.


         


	 


         












Chapter 1 

               Pre-Capitalist Worlds
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                        Why geographers need to know about the past


                     


                     	

                        Ways of classifying past and present societies


                     


                     	

                        Bands, tribes, chiefdoms, regulated states, market-based states


                     


                     	

                        Hunting and gathering


                     


                     	

                        The invention and spread of agriculture


                     


                     	

                        The rise of cities, states and civilizations


                     


                     	

                        Medieval feudalism


                     


                     	

                        Problems of studying past societies
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