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PREFACE


Sighthounds have always fascinated us. Firstly, because of their outward appearance, slender, athletic and elegant. Secondly, because of their typical characteristics, they are quiet in the house and bark rarely, are gentle with children and with other dogs and are not pushy or demanding, but very affectionate.


Our entry into the sighthound world began in 1985 with a female Deerhound who accompanied us for nearly 11 years. Her typical sighthound character simply fitted perfectly for us, but she had a considerable size with a corresponding weight and it was not always easy to be accommodated with her in restaurants, hotels or guest houses.


Many years ago, we saw a picture of a Galgo Español in an older dog book, but only when our Deerhound was already 10 years old, did we have the opportunity to see Galgos for the first time at an exhibition in Dortmund and we were reminded again of the old dog book. We asked at the German Sighthound Club and shortly after, we contacted a breeder who still had a six-month old male available, what a coincidence and luck. This matched exactly our ideas, a dog with black and white markings and a little rough hair. Thus, in 1995, the first of now eight Galgos Españoles joined us.


We, of course, tried to find out as much information as possible about this breed, but, unfortunately, we only found a few scattered items in the German literature as for most writers, the breed Galgo Español was not worth more than a short paragraph or a foot note.


We extended our research first into French literature and eventually, we learnt Spanish in order to be able to inform ourselves about the origin of the breed and the Standard. Much of this, combined with our experience from regular trips to Spain, where we talked again and again with countless galgueros and breeders, has been published on our website and in separate articles that we have written. Over the years, a considerable amount of information has been assembled and we finally decided the time was right to put everything into a book.


No sooner said than done, but putting together all this information, further researching, filing, sorting, comprising, complementing, and the subsequent search for a printing and distribution outlet, creating the layout, and so on, this all took another three years. Then it finally was done and we were pleased to present our first book (in German) about the wonderful breed, Galgo Español, hoping thereby to contribute to the understanding and popularity of these dogs.


Soon we realised that in the world there are many more Galgo lovers who (at least) understand English than there are who speak German and we were often asked whether we planned to translate our book. But just translating it seemed to be insufficient, because many items in our first book were very German-specific and in the meantime, another three years having passed, we already had much more new information, which we wanted to include in a new book. This was all, of course, a mammoth task which only came into our minds when our good friend, Roderick Russell-Jones encouraged us and assured us of his support in correcting and arranging the English translation. Was he previously aware of how much work was coming to him? “No good deed goes unpunished”, as the saying goes and we can only hope he did not regret it. We cannot thank you enough, Roderick!


Roderick, with his second wife, Marianne Brauns, a German actress, hunted for hares with their Lurchers from their country pub on the Berkshire Downs and with the encouragement of the local cereal farmers. Moving to their farm in France, where they found that Lurchers were unknown and unrecognised, they acquired a Greyhound and participated in shows and sports, the Grey winning the French Cup for P.V.L. in 1989. Having seen Galgos in shows, they got their first, a female, “Cally”, in 1992 and she was followed by champions of beauty and sport, “CH. Herakles des Ors de Sothis”, “CH. Cerunnos Bamboo” and his son, “CH. Ubexy”.


So now, we wish our English-speaking readers a lot of fun with this book!


Claudia Gaede and Thomas Ebbrecht




CHARACTER
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Little Lobito Indigo and his sister Irma are playing together





The character of a dog is essential for a harmonious coexistence with its owner. Almost all of the different dog breeds have their own characteristics and peculiarities and for this reason, one should look, above all, at the character and not only at the appearance when selecting a dog. For us, personally, Galgos Españoles are the perfect dogs, but they certainly are not ideal for everybody. Just like people, Galgos are individuals and show different traits and, in addition, the life together with their people or family will also shape the nature of Galgos. But some characteristics are also quite typical for the breed and so we want to give you some clues to what are typical qualities of an average Galgo Español.


GALGOS AT HOME


Although they are kept purely as working dogs in their homeland, Spain, Galgos are also well suited as companions and family dogs. They are affectionate and calm, do not insist on taking centre stage and do not ask their owners all the time for games. They will always look for a comfortable place, not too far away from their master, from where they will have a good all-round view. Often they will curl up in their place and doze for hours, similar to cats. Visitors are always surprised to see that our dogs welcome them briefly and then go back into their baskets to continue dozing. Galgos have a great sensitivity to moods, especially those of their owners, and respond to them. They notice any change and feel if someone is anxious, angry, uncertain or calm.


GALGOS AND PEOPLE


At first, young Galgos are reserved towards people whom they don’t know and with strangers, a Galgo will commonly behave in a reserved and careful, but not aggressive, manner. He wants to decide who may pet him, so, often, it is better to ignore him instead of importuning him and after a while, his normal curiosity will win over and he will make the first move. This reserve towards strangers is normally decreasing with age and with increasing self-confidence, due to good experience with people. For this reason, it is important for the Galgo to learn to know other people early in his life, so that his caution does not change into fear. However, it can happen that a Galgo suddenly dislikes a particular person and will consistently avoid their presence, without any discernible reason.


On the other hand, Galgos will welcome known and beloved people in a very wild and lively manner. There are two characteristics in a Galgo which oppose each other, his respect for the unknown and his incredible curiosity and when the latter finally wins over, the ice is broken. Thus, it should always be taken into account, when educating and socializing Galgos, that they are more cautious and reserved rather than brisk daredevils. They are not stupid and in contrast to the commonly held opinion that sighthounds are not obedient, Galgos are relatively easy to educate and their good appetite helps, because for a “goodie”, they are willing to learn all the most important commands.


GALGOS AND CHILDREN


Galgos normally are gentle and sensitive with children. Of course, a responsible dog owner never leaves small children and dogs together unattended even when the child is used to dogs. Galgos are gentle dogs and try to be careful with children, but Galgos are relatively tall and strong animals, so children should never be allowed to walk them on the lead as even the calmest Galgo can suddenly pull on the lead when a cat or a squirrel crosses his path. Puppies can be wild and impetuous and still don’t have full control over their own bodies. While playing, they can unintentionally frighten small children or harm them with their sharp nails and milk teeth. However, Galgos do not make very interesting playmates for children as, normally, they don’t like to retrieve things and are not over keen on playing with balls. But they do have other qualities, they are big friends, a partner for cuddling, for comforting and are patient listeners.
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Niklas (TOP) and Stella (BOTTOM) with puppies from Little Lobito
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VOCALIZATION


Compared to several other dog breeds, sighthounds do not bark very much. Some Galgos will raise an alarm when the door-bell rings, but many others don’t make any noise at all. Although normally, Galgos rarely bark, they are not mute. Some of them are very communicative and have a rich repertoire of sounds to inform you about their feelings or their demands. They express their excitement, wishes or emotions with whispering, moaning or whining, sometimes with such an astonishing volume and insistence that it is not easy to ignore them, as some dog books would advise you to do. Over time, the owner learns to distinguish the different sounds of his Galgo and knows if it is an urgent matter or whether the dog merely wishes to express his opinion about something. Some Galgos are able to “laugh”, which they will do when they meet people or dogs whom they like very much and they manage this by lifting the flews and showing their teeth. For a person who is not aware of this capability, it can look frightening, but it is a gesture of friendship. Other Galgos “chatter” with their teeth when they are excited or happy. Galgos are very emotional and have many different ways of showing their feelings.




[image: ]


“Uschi” (Rayma Corbella)





PEDANTRY


Galgos are also very pedantic and they are eager to maintain a regular daily routine. When they, for example, get a dog-biscuit several times right after the morning walk, they will insist on having one every time from then on. They want their feeding times and other rituals to be kept strictly to schedule, else they will remind their owner forcefully and assertively with noises, pawings or nudges.


SIGHTHOUND – “SIGHT-HOUND”


Galgos are sighthounds, which means that they do not hunt game by scent, like other hunting dog breeds, but use their sharp eyes for discerning the prey. Also, in normal life, you will notice how much a Galgo checks his environment with his eyes. Like horses, they can see every change on the usual walking route and will stop when, for example, there is a rubbish bag lying on the path. In their fantasy, they imagine it to be another dog or they conceive a prey in a big stone or in a sack lying in a field. They will start barking at it and will sneak up on to this perplexing distraction. At home, a Galgo, with his sharp eyesight, will notice everything that is not absolutely in order, (a small hole in the dog bed, a patch of damaged wallpaper, a worn place on the sofa) and he will put all his energy into investigation and enlargement.
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young Spanish Galgo with a Teckel





THE RIGHT OWNER FOR A GALGO


Galgos feel most comfortable in a stable environment which gives them security. Calm, well-adjusted people, therefore, are absolutely right for Galgos, people who don’t panic, suspecting a severe disease or a mental-health problem behind every vocalization or emotion of their dog. They should treat the Galgo neither too gruffly nor too sensitively, but try to follow a middle course. A hectic, nervous or unconfident owner is not really suitable for a Galgo, because the Galgo will acquire these traits very quickly. A Galgo is not a dog for living in a kennel, he needs the close family access and suffers a lot when separated from his owner. In the house, he always prefers to be in the same room as his owner.


HOW MUCH SPACE DO GALGOS NEED?


Galgos, although not a small breed, do not need a lot of space. They will roll together in a basket or sleep on the sofa. It is possible to keep a Galgo in a flat without a garden, but only if he gets enough walks and the possibility to run off the lead.


MALE OR FEMALE?


In our opinion, there is no great difference in the behaviour between a male and a female Galgo. They are, both, more or less easy to educate and there are, also, calm and wild characters in both sexes. Galgos, generally, are very sociable dogs and normally there is no problem in keeping several Galgos of the same sex together in the house, males or females. They do not tend, usually, to be aggressive or dominant and both sexes are very affectionate and cuddly with their owner. Young males sometimes try to compete with males of the same age, but the adult Galgo will stand aloof to this adolescent bickering. On the other hand, females can sometimes be pretty “bitchy” with each other, especially when in heat or shortly before. Males are more balanced over the whole year as they do not suffer the hormonal mood changes that can occur with females. After their heat, females are very often, for a time, quiet and even somewhat slow, thus, if you want to participate in sighthound sport or to engage in dog shows, life can be much easier with a male Galgo.


DO GALGOS FIT IN WITH OTHER DOG BREEDS?


Galgos are normally very sociable and friendly dogs and can live in harmony with all other breeds, especially when they arrive as a puppy into the new pack. Of course, they fit in best with other sighthound breeds because they have similar playing and running behaviour. Generally, they prefer playing with dogs that run and chase rather than with dogs who want to tussle. It is advisable to be a little bit careful with very small and fragile breeds. Galgos can play very wildly and so they have to learn, already as a puppy, to be cautious with small companions. In addition, many Galgos like to sleep cuddled up to other dogs, but not every breed of dog likes that. If there is no other dog in the house, the Galgo will try to use the cat of the house as a replacement, which brings us directly to the next question.


IS IT POSSIBLE TO KEEP GALGOS AND CATS TOGETHER?


If a Galgo puppy grows up with a cat, they usually learn to respect each other and living together should be no problem. On the other hand, the reaction of an adult Galgo who comes into a house where a cat already lives, will depend very much on the dog’s history. In such a case, one should very carefully test how the Galgo reacts to cats and that he does not regard them as a prey.
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Little Lobito Gandalf with his friend “Sato” [photo: Eva Camos Tremosa]





WHAT MAKES GALGOS SO SPECIAL?




	They are relatively low-maintenance, hardly ever smell and require minimum grooming.


	They rarely bark and behave quietly in a house or apartment.


	They are very cuddly.


	They want to please and are quite obedient.


	They like to do things together with their owner.


	They are a wonderful and aesthetic sight – in repose or in exercise.


	They become very related to the owner or family.


	They are sturdy dogs and we do not know of any hereditary diseases that are specific for the breed.





WHAT ARE A GALGO’S WISHES?




	To be seldom left alone, but still to have a room to retire to.


	A soft bed and, whenever possible, in the vicinity of their owner.


	An orderly daily routine.


	Nice weather.


	Regular walks and free running several times a week.


	Calm, self-confident owners.


	Other dog friends, preferably living in the same house.


	To be always together with their family, even on holidays.







APPEARANCE
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Little Lobito Hada





The Galgo Español is a relatively “young breed” in regards to its official recognition by the FCI (Fédération Internationale Cynologique), the canine international umbrella organization. The first Galgo Standard was published in 1971 and one has the impression that it was probably written under pressure from abroad rather than by any desire for it in its country of origin, Spain.


Galgos Españoles have existed for many centuries, but they were only working dogs and their appearance was a result of their role as dogs for hare hunting. Nevertheless, even in the past, before the creation of the first official FCI-Standard, a number of publications had already been issued in which important morphological aspects of this race were described. It is interesting to read in reports by several specialists of the breed, how differently they assessed certain aspects of the breed and yet, on which basic points they almost all agreed.


In 1954, the vet, Teodoro Collantes Valdivieso, for instance, published his book “La liebre y el galgo” (The Hare and the Galgo) in which he expressed his opinion about the physiological and anatomical characteristics of the Galgo. In 1964, Francisco Soares Seuril-lo wrote his book “Cincuenta años corriendo liebre” (Fifty years of hunting hares) which gives us interesting details of his vision of an ideal Galgo.


Another vet, Carlos Alejandre Contera, gave a lecture on this subject at the first symposium of the Spanish breeds in 1982, in Cordoba. There are numerous interviews in hunting magazines as well as records of meetings of famous galgueros, breeders and judges, in which their opinions are documented and there are, of course, the oral traditions of the numerous galgueros (“galguero” is the term used for the hunters in Spain who hunt with Galgos).


GENERAL APPEARANCE


The Galgo is a sighthound of medium height with, at the withers, 62 to 70 cm for males and 60 to 68 cm for females and, in subjects of perfect proportions a tolerance of 2 cm is allowed. For the general appearance, the Standard asks that the Galgo be longish, that it has a long, narrow head, an ample thorax, a belly that is tucked up and a very long tail. The hindquarters should be vertical and strongly muscled. It may have short, fine fur or semi-long, hard fur.


A famous phrase from the above-mentioned book by the vet, Teodoro Collantes, might well serve as an introduction, where he very well describes the important characteristics of the breed: “A Galgo should have the following: three long things - the neck, the legs and the tail, two large things - the chest and the loin and one short thing - the contact with the ground during running”. Although the Galgo is a fine and elegant dog, who appears to be delicate, you should not be misled by this and therefore regard it as fragile. The Arabian horses, one of the toughest and most enduring horse breeds in the world, prove that thin bones and a fine body structure do not necessarily mean that the animal is fragile and not robust.


PROPORTIONS


The Standard describes the Galgo as a dog which has the format of a rectangle, whereupon the original Spanish text says that the total length of the dog should be “brevemente”, meaning slightly greater than the height. Now how many centimetres this “slightly” means, is unfortunately, not precisely specified and so each judge and breeder interprets this point differently. Some wish to see a dog that simply shows a rectangular format while others prefer dogs that are as long as possible. It is also, however, an easy subject for an optical illusion, because dogs, which appear to have a square format, are already longer than taller when one exactly measures the shoulder height against the body length.
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