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Prologue


Cartomancy


Something about the history of cartomancy


For many centuries, there has been a need for people to know more about their own future, more about their personal fate. For this purpose, in the past many people had used various methods of fortune telling and divination. Fortune telling with cards is nowadays a divination method that has become widespread but remains still covered in a mysterious tradition. Cartomancy, or divining the future with cards, is one of the most common divination methods, and it has taken on a high position in fortune telling over the years.


There are many myths and legends about the origin of cartomancy: some talking about an origin in China from the 7th century; others bring up today's Egypt when it is about the history of the origin of card reading; out one thing is certain: no matter where and when this oracle had its birth, it was already present a long time before cartomancy experienced a popular boom in the second half of the 18th century and then again in the 19th century in Europe. This time in Europe and the events that took place there are decisive for the current significance, the image, and the history of this art of divination. And it is an important fact that famous personalities, such as Eteilla (Alliete) and La Lenormand, made their contribution to this and built a part of the foundation that has not lost its influence until today. They have made cartomancy what it is today from its origins.


But as popular as the art of cartomancy is, it has always been accompanied by skeptics and doubters since its existence. Likewise, total opponents were those who were able to demonize, banish, and assign cartomancy to the charlatans and jugglers. Until today. And so many New Age movements gave and are still giving the skeptics another voice, even if at the same time these movements made cartomancy once again more socially acceptable and made sure that this divination method could establish more itself in the 20th century. And even these days, the internet offers a great platform to spread knowledge of cartomancy, but unfortunately the internet itself is at the same time the pyre of modern times.


How does it work?


Even if, on the path from the early history to the modern age, cartomancy offers different facets and perspectives, one thought or intention remained always the same and true to mankind, namely this one to know when and how something is going to happen in future; humans' desire is to use the cards to unravel the future and thus to reveal its secrets. Like many other oracles, the cards are capable of this, but only someone who knows how to lift the veil of a more uncertain future with the cards is needed to get clarity. Cartography, cartomancy, or the art of reading cards is performed with different kinds of card decks and various methods (from traditional, classic, to modern). The most famous card decks for divination to date include the Tarot Cards, the Lenormand Cards, the Kipper Cards, the Gypsy Oracle Cards, and the Skat & Playing Cards. Each of these card decks is based on its own system of divining the future. But even if the meanings of the cards are always different, they have one fact in common: to do a reading, all the cards need to be laid out according to a certain scheme, a certain spread. And then, depending on the position of the cards, all cards get associated and interpreted with each other. And here the cards' own meanings take hold (always depending on which divination deck is used for fortune telling).


If you come to see someone who is to do cartomancy, the cards are usually first shuffled and then, as I said, laid out in a specific scheme, a spread, that is typical according to the card deck that is used by the card reader; followed by the most important part, the part of the interpretation of the cards, the fortune telling, the forecast. In the meantime, cartomancy has more to offer society than just future predictions. Many people consult the cards as a support to make up decisions, as a guide, as a deeper look into the soul, and to explain certain circumstances or even the causes of situations. There are countless reasons for consulting the cards, and these are justified because the cards have answers to all questions that life creates. People want to know more about themselves and their future; they want to be prepared for upcoming events. In uncertain situations, people ask the cards for security, a form of support, a kind of help to decide, a taking away of fear, or asking for advice, hoping to get confirmation of their own assumptions or even a hint that those assumptions may lead them wrong. Some need to understand, need clarity about the past to finally leave it behind; others want to explore the present, the "why", the cause of a situation; and sometimes they just need to know whether everything is going to be fine and develops according to their own desires. Others want to know what other people think or feel or whether a person will turn toward or away from them. In addition, those seeking advice would like to have quick and concrete answers to questions that they are currently unable to answer or will never be able to answer on their own. You can ask any question, no matter what concern you have, "from cradle to grave" - there are no wrong questions. An experienced fortune teller knows how to answer you because the cards cover all areas of life: the past, the present, and most importantly, the future. They know all the secrets; it only takes someone who knows how to reveal them. Because no matter how far card reading has arrived and been established in our modern age, it still has something mysterious — this mystical touch — that simply belongs to it. However, it is important that you ask a question; you must reach out to the cards; they do not come to contact you. And one thing is certain: the more accurate your question, the more accurate the answer that will be given to you will be. To cloud an issue does not make you move forward. Nowhere, not in life in general nor in consulting the cards. At this point it should also be mentioned that the cards explain, they make statements and describe circumstances and backgrounds, they show a different perspective, and they also open the view into the future; in no way are the cards there to make decisions or to take responsibility from or over someone. They don't pretend; they don't command; they don't show the way; they only name facts and things. How and what the Querent is going to do with the message of the cards is up to him.


"A person is the sovereign ruler of its own will..." so La Lenormand is said to have said once.


During a reading, the cards will therefore make clear statements about the question of the Querent, which the fortune teller passes on, based on the position of the fortune telling cards to each other and in the respective spread. The fortune teller translates, so to speak, the language of the cards and thus has some function as a medium, a mediator between the oracle cards and the one who consults them. Every kind of question can be answered with each deck of cards, but there are of course also cartomancers, who prefer certain card decks for a certain situation or question. Some also intuitively select a deck of cards in an initial dialog with the client; various procedures can also be found and explained here. Also, card readers differ in whether they interpret the cards in a traditional, conservative way or in a more modern way, in which the cards are sometimes unfortunately too alienated, and some readers quickly get lost during their interpretations. That is a reason why some predictions unfortunately do not come true, because it is by far also a matter of style, knowledge, talent, and experience in how the cards are to be translated. Nowadays, reading cards is so widespread that you can believe that you can learn this art easily and quickly. It is a fact that this option is available to everyone, but it is also true that the art of reading fortunes in cards is a craft that needs to be mastered, especially if you offer it. The cards, it is said, are always right; we are those who tend to be sometimes misguided in the interpretation. Think of it like poetry: You will already be able, with some knowledge, to recognize a poem exactly in its framework and in its structure, but this alone will never explain the meaning or intention of the poem's words. You need to be able to see the heart of the poem. And it also requires an additional ability to see inside the cards and relate them to the different life issues, because when you do divination with oracle cards, you are with the cards and only with the cards — it does not need anything else. You do not need clairvoyance, no contact with the spiritual world or spirit guides, nor does it require any intuition; for a card reading, you simply need to know the cards and put yourself completely into their hands. Thus, everyone can learn how to interpret cards, but whether someone has the skills or the gift to practice this art will only be revealed with time.


The different decks of cards


To master this craft, a professional and serious card reader needs knowledge about the cards and their various meanings and countless facets. This knowledge is simply gained with a lot of experience, and everyone should also know the historical background of the divination tool to avoid misinterpretations. You need to know what you are doing and with what you are working! Know your divination tool! Previously, the popular decks were already mentioned in a few words, but here we look at them again a little bit closer:


Tarot Cards


The Tarot is one of the most famous and perhaps oldest card decks that is used for fortune telling, and until today many motifs of the classic and popular Tarot Cards are based on the motifs in their origin, which, by the way, is very important for the correct interpretation of an oracle card and the recognition of the essential meaning of the cards of each deck that is used for fortune telling. One of the earliest versions, the Tarot of Eteilla, is gradually being added to the Tarot Card Hall of Fame, as are other well - Known decks: the well - known Tarot de Marseille or the ever popular and famous Rider Waite Tarot with the enchanting illustrations of Pamela Colman Smith can be found among many friends of Tarot. The Tarot of Aleister Crowley is a bit outstanding: the creator's reputation of being fonder of the dark side of fortune telling casts until today a little shadow over this variant of Tarot Cards (also A. E. Waite was, but the very popular, nice, and colorful style of the pictures of his Tarot made this fact being more irrelevant and nearly forgotten). Two very famous spreads with the Tarot are the Celtic Cross and the Small Cross. A deck of the Tarot contains 78 cards, whereby 22 of these cards, numbered from 0 to 21, are assigned to the so - called Great Arcana (secret/arcanum lat.). These are, for example, the popular cards of the Lovers, the Fool, and the World; the other 56 cards are assigned to the Small Arcana as suit cards: four suits each, 10 numbered cards (Ace to 10), and four so - called court cards (Jack, Knight, Queen, and King). The colors are represented by the four suits: Pentacles, Cups, Wands, and Swords. Even today, these colors and suits can still be found on playing cards in Spain and Italy, for example, and they are giving rise to the assumption that the playing cards were derived from the Tarot. In Germany, the colors and suits became the Bells, Leaves, Acorns, and Hearts, and in France, the cards were provided with the suits of Diamonds, Hearts, Clubs, and Spades, which leads us to the next group of fortune telling cards:


Playing cards (skat, poker - sheep head cards)


Using an ordinary card deck is a great way to unravel the future. Particularly if no other cards are available, you will always surprise the others with that. But in history, these cards were used very often for this: it was forbidden to do cartomancy and was tolerated in society even less than today, and thus some ladies pretended to be playing a game of Patience or Solitaire, but they did divination instead. It was also said that even Mlle. Lenormand, who used different methods of divination, knew how to see the future in Piquet Cards. And even in the famous opera Carmen, it was the 7 of Spades that forecasted great misfortune. But no matter which kind of playing cards are used — whether Skat, Poker, Schafkopf Cards, the Baraja Espanola from Spain, the Carte Napoletane, or Piacentine from Italy — they are all perfect divination tools. With their simplicity, the playing cards reach into depths and have an astonishing significance. Since there are no pictures or symbols to focus on, divination with these cards is often considered very difficult to learn, but it is one of the methods with the longest history & tradition. Here, too, the possibilities and ways of interpretation vary from country to country and from region to region. For example, in ancient German tradition, the Clubs were the suit with the darkest message of all, although in other traditions this is more associated with the suit of Spades. Since, logically, none of the mentioned playing cards had an instruction booklet to explain fortune telling, there is no guideline for an interpretation, and the doors to any kind of interpretation are almost all open—cartomancers refer to the knowledge that was previously often only passed on by verbal tradition. What is represented in the playing cards by numbers and suits is represented in other fortune telling cards by words, images, or common symbols, depending on which card deck is selected. Now we move on and see what cards are used for divination, too:


Kipper Cards


Around 1890, in the middle of the time when the art of fortune telling with cards experienced a strong boom in Europe, the Kipperkarten were born in Germany, published by Matthias Seidlein in Munich (which still can be seen in the illustrations of the cards showing contemporary, local architecture: for example, a local sign to Simbach refers to the proximity of Munich, too.) In an accompanying booklet, which served as a guide to fortune telling with these cards, they were identified as those of Ms. Kipper. To this day, the Kipper Cards are available with the images from that time—with the only difference being that the cards are now printed mirrored! This happened with the transfer of copyrights to the company FX Schmid. The Kipper cards are a set of 36 cards, all of which are laid out all at once for divination; these 36 cards are all numbered, and because of that, they have a fixed sequence. Each card has a name and a title that serves as a headline to describe it. The Kipper Cards represent an oracle based on pictures. The pictures show people and situations from contemporary everyday life, and fortune is told by them. The fact that many people are part of this deck is very welcome to some card readers. The amount of Person Cards is clearly a difference from many other decks. The Kipper Oracle and its statement are therefore not based on symbols but on situations, describing events and persons, comparable to Oracle Cards such as the Sibilla Oracle, Biedermeier Aufschlage Cards, or the Gypsy Oracle Cards.


Aufschlage Cards


The Aufschlage Cards are a kind of umbrella term for various oracle cards, which have a place in the history of cartomancy, too. Those cards might seem like each other, but they are not the same. These include, among others, the Biedermeier Aufschlage Cards, the Sibilla Cards, or the Gypsy Oracle Cards. All of these have something in common, even if the number of cards in each deck is different. Like the Kipper Cards, these cards also talk by using images as their language. The illustrations show events, happenings, situations, or various people. Each card is titled with a name, too. And to read the fortune, as usual, the cards are laid out according to certain spreads and get connected to each other. These cards have their origins mainly in the countries of Austria, Hungary, and Italy. This made them look very similar sometimes. Nevertheless, and this also applies in general to cartomancy: each deck of cards should be associated only with its own system to avoid mistakes and wrong predictions due to incorrect mixing. To this day, when buying one of those Oracle Cards, often small instruction booklets are included, which should make it easier to get started with the cards.


But there are also cards that talk through mysterious or secret symbols that are drawn on them, and within this group of cards are the very well - known Lenormand Fortune Telling Cards. And this book tells you all about them.


Someone:


“I have always consulted the cards before deciding to commit a folly, and I found myself doing very well, for I have succeeded in all my undertakings, even in the foolish ones.”
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Prologue


Official book prologue


A warm welcome.


It has always been a need for people to know more about their own future by using cartomancy. And there have always been countless ways to pass on this knowledge and practice divination with cards. By family traditions, verbal transmissions, old mystical writings, or some notes that someone kept secretly in a secretary. There are endless amounts of books that are used by people as a kind of dictionary, trying to translate the language of the Lenormand Cards and to bring themselves closer to them. There are lots of ways to do divination with cards; each has its own system and guide. So even though in other countries different languages and dialects exist, the language of the Lenormand Cards from country to country and region to region is somewhat different and has changed in the many years since the cards already exist. An unfortunate fate of Oracle Cards nowadays is that they have lived a kind of progress: more modern, and thereby sometimes unfortunately also a bit too alienated; but if you are ready to cancel your previous knowledge completely or even dare to take the step to learn how to really read cards, then you are right here by my side and you have chosen the perfect book! Learn how to read fortunes with Lenormand Cards using a method that is far away from "kitchen table hocus pocus" and that has proven itself over several decades. A system that today is different from all others. Because it is the Old World's Cartomancy; the method that still holds the tradition firmly, has it strictly as a basis, and has nevertheless adapted over the years to our present, modern time, without losing its soul or its origins. My cards have always been loyal to me until today; they were always able to stand by my side and answer all my questions, and I am still feeling gratitude for them. I feel so grateful for the people having taught me in my youth how to do divination with cards and other tools.


It is awesome when the language of the cards opens to you by learning it and then later knowing immediately how to understand and translate it. My method of Fortune Telling with the Lenormand Cards is, from some points of view, a bit old - fashioned, conservative, or traditional, but it is reliable, and most importantly, it works. Just as cards were once used in the ancient past, this way of fortune telling was once brought to me, and I have decided to publish this knowledge in this book to offer it as a kind of textbook in addition to my seminars. It is a "Tell All about Lenormand". Free yourself from everything you already know about Lenormand and get ready to uncover the real Lenormand. And when you are ready, you will see that the cards open to you, talk to you, and thus reveal themselves to you like they never have done before. The cards are some kind of picture books; they tell you about stories; and they whisper words only for you. Being able to work and live with the cards is something very special, and it makes you very special...


So, now I would like to take you on this journey, let's discover all the mysteries of Lenormand Cards. I hope you enjoy reading this book.
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I


Lenormand History & Basics
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Know your divination tool


Know your cards, master your craft, and be a Master in Cartomancy


Each oracle has its own history. So, before we begin to dive deep into the Lenormand Cards, we take a closer Took at the history of those cards, because if you want to be able to unravel the future with them, whether for yourself, for friends, or even professionally for clients, you should know exactly which oracle cards you are working with and what you are doing, and for this, you should know where the Lenormand Cards really come from.


By looking back in time, we have now acquired the certainty that the 36 small Lenormand Cards do not correspond to those that Mlle. Le Normand once used for fortune telling. But now, in this book you finally learn where the Lenormand Cards find their roots, their origins, and thus you also learn about their true background and their true history. With this knowledge, you can say that you now know your cards not only by their true meanings but also by their whole true nature. You know their soul, their essence, and because of that, you know exactly what you are doing when you use the Lenormand Cards for fortune telling. This is important to fully master your craft, and wherever you go and present yourself with your Lenormand Cards, you will do it correctly and authentically like only few others. These days it is very rare to find people doing true cartomancy.


Just a reminder: seriousness and professionalism start with very small but important details! You may have often read that someone offers "Fortune Telling by Madame Lenormand". Do you recognize the mistake? Even if these are not the real cards of La Lenormand, we should respect her social standing and choose the right salutation. An important difference: someone claims to have been reading Lenormand Cards for maybe 30 years now, and this one still uses the term Mme. This is not correct in my opinion. To me, it gives the impression that someone might not be thoroughly in research. Only those who know the cards, they work with, in all detail know exactly what they are doing and can receive messages from them in an authentic way. Avoid the appearance of incorrect details; by doing so, you will be authentic, unique, and always genuine.


The roots of Lenormand Cards


Lenormand Cards basics


These cards are among the most popular oracle cards, partly because they are believed to be the easiest to learn to read and thus provide a quick start in card reading. But as popular as this card deck is, it is really underestimated, and especially nowadays, many people move only on its surface and too much on paths that have little in common with the real inside of the cards. Already, about the history and origins of these cards, there are so many inconsistent or false statements that are not visible to the majority or they are just not really interested in. When we talk about Lenormand Cards, we need to distinguish between these three card decks: the Grand Jeu Le Normand, by Grimaud in France, and the two small Lenormands, the Petit Lenormand, also published by Grimaud in France, and the classic small Lenormand Fortune Telling Cards.


The Grand Lenormand (Le Grand Jeu Le Normand) by Grimaud is one of the two Lenormand decks that in fact come from France. It contains 54 cards and tells its story based on parables and scenes from Greek and Roman mythology, contemporary everyday situations, astrological constellations, floriography (the language of flowers), and geomantic symbols and letters. These cards are said to have been designed by Madame Breteau based on the only real cards of the famous Lenormand, whose student she claimed to have been. Books about are still to find in the National Library of France.


Just by the way, a little anecdote: these cards have made it very far and they became famous. It is amazing that these rare cards have a cameo appearance in one of the music videos of our Pop Queen Madonna. "Deeper and Deeper." a hit from the 90s, includes in its music video a sequence in which fortune telling with the cards of the Grand Jeu Le Normand is practiced.


The Petit Lenormand is the second deck of Lenormand Cards that comes from France, and Grimaud is the editor, too. It is a 37 - card deck, and it is a shortened version of the Grand Jeu Le Normand. It contains 37 cards, which were the finest selection from the 54, and thus a smaller version was created. This small Lenormand is completely different in its cards, in design, in the way to read, and in the meanings of each card from those 36 small Lenormand Cards, which are today one of the most common oracles.


The Lenormand Wahrsagekarten (Lenormand Fortune Telling Cards), that are well - known as such, consist of 36 different cards that all find their origin in Germany. About 1845, the Lenormand Cards, like those we know today, were available for purchase the first time ever for those who were interested in divination with cards. A sales strategy (that still today bears golden fruits) made the creators of the Lenormand Cards take advantage of the name of the famous fortune teller Mlle. Lenormand, who had just died a few years ago. So, they had chosen to name the cards after her. At that time, an accompanying booklet with the explanation of how to read fortunes with these cards should also underline the cards' credibly, since it should have been written by no other person than Philippe, the heir of the Lenormand. Until today, only the so - called Philippe Sheet contains the only real and correct meanings of these 36 cards and describes the only original technique for fortune telling with those cards. But the cards come just as little from Mlle. Lenormand's heritage as the idea of the design and the meanings of them. The creators of the Lenormand Cards used a brand name and designed the cards based on an old dice game which was made up of 36 cards with motifs to form a large board to play on. The so - called Game of Hope by Mr. Johann Kaspar Hechtel, published in 1799, the year of Mr. Hechtel's death, was taken as the template for the illustrations of the cards. Some of the motifs had a special meaning in the dice game at that time. The point of the dice game was to be the first one to reach field No. 35, the Anchor, which marked the goal of the game. It was not intended for fortune telling; there was only a joking hint in the instruction to use the cards for divination as an entertainment in society. As part of this, the self - proclaimed "fortune teller" should invent a story or a tale told by the pictures of the cards. The motifs were very contemporary, and anyone could easily invent a story, for example, only by looking at a picture of certain animals, based on the story a popular fable the animal was part of during that time. The true meanings of the Lenormand Cards, however, came from the pen of a German writer and a German book that dealt with the Arabic art of reading coffee grounds and cartomancy. The true way of dealing with these cards is based on this book and it was published for the first time with the appearance of some Oracle Cards, the so - called Coffee Card Pack, a real Fortune Telling Playing Card Game that appeared in 1796 and which is said to have been used by the German empress and at the Court of Vienna. The instruction for this divination tool were the foundation for Philippe's classic instruction sheet that came with the famous Lenormand Cards; the old instruction have only been changed in very few parts and details. According to this, no other Fortune Telling Playing Cards adorned themselves so successfully with borrowed plumes and secured themselves a place in the hearts of many cartomancers as the Lenormand Cards did and do to this day.
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