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PREFACE


Do not let it be


Let's just leave it alone. And why not? Something has to be done all the time, but it's much more relaxed if we don't do something. We are constantly agitated, everything around us is flashing and shouting and wants us to do something. Leaning back and pausing would be much more chilling. We could even stop publishing this photo book. And what a concept that would be! Finally, someone would dare to let something be.


Or in other areas of art. Just let go of what everyone else is doing. Just as an example. Try something different. Breaking new ground, just leaving the old ones behind. This also applies to photographers. Photography was invented to provide a true-to-life image of our surroundings. But you can also let that go. If something in a photograph does not look as it once did, then we speak of abstraction. But you can also leave it alone. Because you can take it even further to the extreme. Then we get informal photographs. In other words, pictures that are only composed of shapes and colors. You can also leave them alone and simply paint them instead of photographing them. Anything goes. You just have to want to. The working method is different and yet you could photograph pictures that take on informal forms in the medium of painting and vice versa. So why should you do it in one of the two media? Because they look slightly different. But you don't have to do it. You can just as well leave it alone.


Many years ago, Wolfgang W. Schüler decided not to let something go and started taking artistic photographs. Now that he thinks it's really good, he will continue and not let it go. He also decided to publish this photo book and, lo and behold, something is being created. Namely works of art that are seen by other people. There are photographs that depict the world as we know it and there are photographs that, through their abstraction, reveal the photographer's view of things and yet remain largely mystical. They raise questions and the more we ask ourselves questions when looking at these photographs, the more their significance becomes blurred for us. They move us and stick in our minds. And yet they retain their mystery. You couldn't wish for anything more beautiful from works of art.


Several events intersect here, which came about because Wolfgang Schüler was actively working towards a goal. These photographs show us that it is worth following your own ideas from time to time and not letting something go. Because this can lead to extraordinary things.


Thomas Wunsch









VORWORT


Nicht sein lassen


Lassen wir es doch einfach mal sein. Und warum auch nicht? Ständig muss irgendwas sein, dabei ist es doch viel entspannter, wenn wir mal was nicht machen. In einem fort werden wir agitiert, alles um uns herum blinkt und schreit und will, dass wir etwas machen. Dabei wäre ein Zurücklehnen und Innehalten entschieden chilliger. Sogar die Veröffentlichung dieses Fotobuches könnten wir sein lassen. Und was wäre das für ein Konzept! Endlich würde sich mal jemand trauen, was sein zu lassen.


Oder aber auch sonst in der Kunst. Einfach mal sein lassen, was alle anderen auch machen. Nur mal so als Beispiel. Mal was Anderes versuchen. Neue Wege gehen, die alten einfach sein lassen. Das gilt auch für Fotografen. Die Fotografie wurde erfunden, um ein wirklichkeitsgetreues Abbild unserer Umgebung zu liefern. Das kann man allerdings auch sein lassen. Wenn etwas auf einer Fotografie nicht so aussieht wie es mal war, dann sprechen wir von abstrahiert. Kann man aber auch sein lassen. Denn man kann es noch weiter ins Extreme dehnen. Dann bekommen wir informelle Fotografien. Also Bilder, die nur aus Formen und Farben zusammengesetzt sind. Kann man auch sein lassen und diese einfach malen anstatt sie zu fotografieren. Geht alles. Man muss nur wollen. Die Arbeitsweise ist eine andere und trotzdem könnte man Bilder, die im Medium der Malerei informelle Formen annehmen, auch so fotografieren und umgekehrt. Warum soll man das also in einem bestimmten der beiden Medien machen? Weil sie etwas anders aussehen. Muss man aber auch nicht machen. Kann man genau so gut auch sein lassen.
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