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Preface


Composed in the summer of 1894 the Sérénade à Colombine is a piano work which is characteristic of Pierné's output at this time. Having graduated at 18 from the Paris Conservatoire with several honours for organ, harmony and counterpoint, and another–the Prix de Rome – for the cantata Edith, Pierné had then spent three years in Rome at the Villa Medici. The Prix de Rome had been established by Napoleon in 1803 and offered the competition winners, free lodgings in the Renaissance villa-thus enabling the developing artists to absorb the works and the spirit of masterpieces from antiquity. This perspective of observation and absorption could be said to be a theme throughout Pierné's life and works. But at this point, in his early thirties, now home in Paris and recently married (to one of his former pupils, Louise Bergon) as well as teaching piano and voice in his parents' private school and holding down the post of organist at St Clotilde, Pierné concerns himself with light works, melodies, incidental music and the like.
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