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Hosa gashigeshig ngali Refeshailap


Thank you to the people of FAR Islands


____________




This book is dedicated to the people of the outer islands in the


State of Yap, Western Caroline Islands, Federated States of Micronesia.
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Far, far out in the big blue Pacific Ocean, there are three small islands. They are located in Micronesia, about 1000 kilometers north of the Equator.


Mau, a nine year-old boy, lives on one of the islands. He lives with his family in a hut made of palm leaves. The cottage is located on the outskirts of the village between tall coconut trees near the beach.


Mau’s Island is the smallest of the three islands. The island is so small and flat that it can hardly be seen from the ocean. It’s only 400 meters long and 400 meters wide - and the highest point on the island is only 3 1/2 meters above sea level.


The other two islands are a little bigger, but not much. The largest island is home to about 135 people. There are about 40 people living on Mau’s island. The third island is uninhabited and is used only as a garden.
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The islands are a part of an atoll. An atoll is a circular coral reef, which encloses a lagoon with still water.


An atoll is made of corals over millions of years. The corals have grown out from the edges of a dormant volcanic island, which has slowly sunk into the ocean.


Corals are living organisms that form a skeleton of lime and when they die, new corals grow on top of the old ones.


The water in the lagoon is clean and clear, and there is an abundance of fish in all kinds of shapes and colors in the ocean around the atoll.
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The sun is almost always shining on Mau’s island. Therefore, it’s not necessary to wear a lot of clothes. It’s summer all year long and it’s always very hot. The people on Mau’s island are friendly and hospitable. Most people have plenty of time to visit each other and talk about everything that happens on the island. And if someone doesn’t have any food, they share with each other. That way, nobody gets less to eat than others.
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The most important job is to collect food. But even though the island's interior resembles a lush jungle, the soil is not very fertile or easy to cultivate. Nevertheless, small gardens have been cultivated in several places where papayas, bananas, breadfruit, taro roots and sweet potatoes are grown.


It’s usually women who tend the gardens. It's often hard work. Mau's mother uses a lot of force when she has to pull taro roots from the ground.
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The men on the island are skilled fishermen. There are many kinds of fish in the ocean around the atoll, including dangerous fish like sharks and morays or poisonous coral fish. But fortunately, it's rare that somebody gets hurt. The men know the different fish and know when to be careful. The boys on the island also fish. The grown men spend a lot of time teaching them everything they know about fishing.
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