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Preface


Composer and pianist, Louis Ferdinand Prince of Prussia was the most musically gifted of the Hohenzollerns encouraged to develop his musical abilities to the full by his uncle, Frederick the Great, and by all the members of his family generally. Louis Ferdinand enjoyed a considerable reputation as a pianist and on a visit to Berlin in 1796, Beethoven remarked that ‘... his playing was neither royal nor princely, but that of a true musician’ (Grove 2010). i True praise. Beethoven was so impressed with Louis Ferdinand’s musical ability that he dedicated his third piano concerto to him and it is generally thought that his third symphony, the Eroica, was rededicated to the prince after he fell at the battle Saalfeld in 1806. As much a statement of the shift in Beethoven’s political leanings as an honour bestowed on a true musical compatriot.


The legend of Louis Ferdinand still evokes a strong sense of heroism and his exploits on the battlefield were matched only by his lust for war. Following in his ancestors footsteps, Louis Ferdinand combined the occupation of soldier with that of the artist and he lived his life to the full. His life was even celebrated in the popular historical novel Prinz Louis Ferdinand written in 1848 by Fanny Lewald. The story of his adventures on the battlefield preclude the sense that he was destined for any kind of diplomatic duties but the education and training of a royal of Louis Ferdinand’s stature would have included such duties as a matter of convention. The arrogance of Napoleon’s meddling in German affairs was too direct a threat to be handled with kid gloves however, and Louis Ferdinand was one of the chief architects of the Fourth Coalition, the coalition of Prussia, Saxony, Russia, Sweden and England. The Fourth Coalition failed as an entity in 1807, but the campaign counted towards Napoleon’s ultimate defeat at the battle of Waterloo in 1815 by bringing the English into the conflict early on. Louis Ferdinand was a casualty of the war in its opening stages but his involvement marked the beginning of the end for Napoleon and his sacrifice was remembered for generations as a source of immense national pride.
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