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Preface


Joachim Raff had made the decision to follow his career as a composer in 1844 as a twenty-two year old largely self-taught pianist, with ambitions of beinga professional musician. Before 1844, Raff's future as a teacher and his abilities in mathematics, Latin and German would have looked secure; afterwards, the young man faced many financial hardships as he struggled to get a foothold in the career of his choice.


He was assisted in his early days by Mendelssohn who recommended several of Raff's works to Breitkopf & Härtel who published these (opp. 2-7) in 1844. This appears to have been the defining moment for Raff who used his good fortune as a published composer to quit his teaching job and take up the profession, against the bitter protestations of his father who warned the young man would soon be penniless. It was a prophetic warning but Raff had found his calling and nothing, it seemed could deter him from his course.
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