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Chapter 1. Concerning The Origin Of The Philosophers’ Stone










ADAM was the first inventor of arts, because he had knowledge
of all things as well after the Fall as before[

1 ]. Thence he predicted the
world’s destruction by water. From this cause, too, it came about
that his successors erected two tables of stone, on which they
engraved all natural arts in hieroglyphical characters, in order
that their posterity might also become acquainted with this
prediction, that so it might be heeded, and provision made in the
time of danger. Subsequently, Noah found one of these tables under
Mount Araroth, after the Deluge. In this table were described the
courses of the upper firmament and of the lower globe, and also of
the planets. At length this universal knowledge was divided into
several parts, and lessened in its vigour and power. By means of
this separation, one man became an astronomer, another a magician,
another a cabalist, and a fourth an alchemist. Abraham, that
Vulcanic Tubalcain, a consummate astrologer and arithmetician,
carried the Art out of the land of Canaan into Egypt, whereupon the
Egyptians rose to so great a height and dignity that this wisdom
was derived from them by other nations. The patriarch Jacob
painted, as it were, the sheep with various colours; and this was
done by magic: for in the theology of the Chaldeans, Hebrews,
Persians, and Egyptians, they held these arts to be the highest
philosophy, to be learnt by their chief nobles and priests. So it
was in the time of Moses, when both thc priests and also the
physicians were chosen from among the Magi – the priests for the
judgment of what related to health, especially in the knowledge of
leprosy. Moses, likewise, was instructed in the Egyptian schools,
at the cost and care of Pharaoh’s daughter, so that he excelled in
all the wisdom and learning of that people. Thus, too, was it with
Daniel, who in his youthful days imbibed the learning of the
Chaldeans, so that he became a cabalist. Witness his divine
predictions and his exposition of those words, "Mene, Mene,
Tecelphares". These words can be understood by the prophetic and
cabalistic Art. This cabalistic Art was perfectly familiar to, and
in constant use by, Moses and the Prophets. The Prophet Elias
foretold many things by his cabalistic numbers. So did the Wise Men
of old, by this natural and mystical Art, learn to know God
rightly. They abode in His laws, and walked in His statutes with
great firmness. It is also evident in the Book of Samuel, that the
Berelists did not follow the devil’s part, but became, by Divine
permission, partakers of visions and veritable apparitions, whereof
we shall treat more at large in the Book of Supercelestial
Things[




2



]. This gift is granted by the Lord God to those priests who
walk in the Divine precepts. It was a custom among the Persians
never to admit any one as king unless he were a Wise Man,
pre-eminent in reality as well as in name. This is clear from the
customary name of their kings; for they were called Wise Men. Such
were those Wise Men and Persian Magi who came from the East to seek
out the Lord Jesus, and are called natural priests. The Egyptians,
also, having obtained this magic and philosophy from the Chaldeans
and Persians, desired that their priests should learn the same
wisdom; and they became so fruitful and successful therein that all
the neighbouring countries admired them. For this reason Hermes was
so truly named Trismegistus, because he was a king, a priest, a
prophet, a magician, and a sophist of natural things. Such another
was Zoroaster.























Chapter 2. Wherein Is Declared That The Greeks Drew A Large Part Of
Their Learning From The Egyptians; And How It Came From Them To Us





When a son of Noah possessed the third part of the world
after the Flood, this Art broke into Chaldaea and Persia, and
thence spread into Egypt. The Art having been found out by the
superstitious and idolatrous Greeks, some of them who were wiser
than the rest betook themselves to the Chaldeans and Egyptians, so
that they might draw the same wisdom from their schools. Since,
however, the theological study of the law of Moses did not satisfy
them, they trusted to their own peculiar genius, and fell away from
the right foundation of those natural secrets and arts. This is
evident from their fabulous conceptions, and from their errors
respecting the doctrine of Moses. It was the custom of the
Egyptians to put forward the traditions of that surpassing wisdom
only in enigmatical figures and abstruse histories and terms. This
was afterwards followed by Homer with marvellous poetical skill;
and Pythagoras was also acquainted with it, seeing that he
comprised in his writings many things out of the law of Moses and
the Old Testament. In like manner, Hippocrates, Thales of Miletus,
Anaxagoras, Democritus, and others, did not scruple to fix their
minds on the same subject. And yet none of them were practised in
the true Astrology, Geometry, Arithmetic, or Medicine, because
their pride prevented this, since they would not admit disciples
belonging to other nations than their own. Even when they had got
some insight from the Chaldeans and Egyptians, they became more
arrogant still than they were before by Nature, and without any
diffidence propounded the subject substantially indeed, but mixed
with subtle fictions or falsehoods; and then they attempted to
elaborate a certain kind of philosophy which descended from them to
the Latins. These in their turn, being educated herewith, adorned
it with their own doctrines, and by these the philosophy was spread
over Europe. Many academies were founded for the propagation of
their dogmas and rules, so that the young might be instructed; and
this system flourishes with the Germans, and other nations, right
down to the present day.













OEBPS/Images/decoration.png





OEBPS/Images/bod_cover.jpg
a
—
L
O

Paracelsus

=
O
=
<
a
=

PHILOSOPH:RS

\l-!ﬂﬂilﬂ(d
.moooooom,,.)f
SO
DN






