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Preface


Dear Readers,


Why this book, and why now?


The answer is easy. First of all, because of what has recently been going on in the world: how can we understand more, and how can we figure out what to do? The stormy current events – pandemic, war, hunger – are like giant ocean waves. It is not enough to search for the origin of an upcoming wave in the wave that just preceded it. The origins of towering waves lie far out in the ocean’s depths.


Secondly, a good tree bears good fruit. If the fruit is bad, that is usually not because the tree is bad, but rather has to do with circumstances which have damaged the tree. The bad fruit is a symptom, and it does not really help to only address the symptom. The true causes lie much deeper. The wisdom of fairy tales tells of this. In the Grimms’ fairy tale of the Devil with the Three Golden Hairs, the boy raised by the miller and his wife ventures out on a quest to solve three dilemmas plaguing the kingdom. Why has the well, out of which wine used to flow, run dry? “Ha, if only you knew!” answered the Devil, knowing why indeed, because he had a finger in the pie. “A toad is sitting under a stone in the well. If you kill the toad, the wine will flow again.”


Why is the tree which has always borne golden apples not even sprouting leaves? “Ha, if only you knew! A mouse is nibbling at the roots. If you kill the mouse, the tree will bear golden apples again. But if the mouse keeps nibbling away, the tree will wither.” Why does the ferry man have to keep going back and forth, and no one ever comes to relieve him? “Ha, the simpleton! If someone comes and wants to cross over, all the ferry man has to do is hand over the rudder, and he is free.“[1]


These stories serve as sketches of the plan for this book. The point is to find the toad clogging the well and the mouse gnawing at the roots and remove them. The aim is to help the ferry man stop being a simpleton.


Rudolf Steiner (1864 – 1925), the founder of anthroposophy, achieved this one hundred years ago. He identified the toad and the mouse and the foolishness of the ferry man, and showed what can be done to remedy each problem. All this book does is to retrace Steiner’s most important discoveries. It then applies them to current events and brings them into a modern language.


Rudolf Steiner’s discoveries, which would enable a healthy new organization of modern society, have been named “the threefold social organism”, and sometimes the “threefold social order”. One also finds “the threefold ordering of the social system”. In German, the expression “Dreigliederung” is often used, which can be translated as “trinity”. This is a catchphrase which is used in the title of this book for lack of a better all-encompassing term.[2] However, summing up how world society can be organized in one term requires some explaining, if the thoughts behind it are to become clear. This book hopes to develop an overview without going into great detail, so it might contribute to putting recent worldwide protests in Canada, Sri Lanka, or Holland into perspective.


The thoughts on the threefold social organism, which Rudolf Steiner published in 1918 / 1919, are little known. Neither the broad public nor most professionals have ever even heard of it. A lot depends on this changing, the stakes are high. It would not take much: just a minimum of impartiality, a healthy dose of curiosity and enough shock tolerance, should the one or the other concept prove to be radically different from what you have thought up until now.


This book is for people whose insight and curiosity are larger than the unconscious desire to have their previous opinions confirmed. It is meant for people who are not put off by unaccustomed thoughts, and it is for people who do not already have rigid notions of what Rudolf Steiner is all about. There are innumerable such notions. To name a few:


1.


“Rudolf Steiner developed his ideas about the threefold social organism 100 years ago. The world has changed immensely since then. It is simply not possible that observations from 100 years ago could have answers to today’s questions.”


Whoever is adamant about this statement may wish to stop reading now. Whoever is open to impartially investigating Rudolf Steiner’s thoughts will come to another conclusion, because the opposite is true. These ideas, which were developed one hundred years ago, are so fundamental that they give crucial answers to the most pressing questions of our time. But this must be proven.


2


How can it be that one single human being should have a solution for the most difficult issues facing the world in such diverse areas like national and global economics, politics, democracy issues, law, education, and culture? There are innumerable prestigious professionals who would never presume to be able to make assertions about the whole of such a complexity as that of modern society. They confine themselves to their field of expertise. To target the whole is arrogant and destined to fail.”


This is understandable, but it remains a preconception. Keeping the whole and the interplay of its varying forces in view is precisely the strength of the threefold social organism. “The Great Reset” also targets the whole. Do we choose it? Or do we just resign ourselves to it? A healthy threefold social organism can stand up to something of that magnitude. And I really do suspect - only the threefold social organism.


3.


“There are plenty of clever proposals for solutions to the questions mentioned above. We don’t need Rudolf Steiner.”


I see that differently, or else I would not have written this book.










A. Preliminary thoughts










1 Seven questions


1. Food and disease


Ingratitude is a vice. So let us begin with one of the greatest success stories of humanity: the proportion of the world population of people who are undernourished has been reduced by more than half during the last fifty years. In 1970, 28 percent of the world population were undernourished. In 2015, the number was down to 11 percent.[3] This is a respectable achievement, which could be acknowledged more than it is. However, it should not be viewed in isolation, because at the same time, the 800 million undernourished humans worldwide stand grotesquely in opposition to 1.9 billion adults who are overweight or even obese. (2018)[4] In several countries, this takes on dramatic dimensions: 43 percent of the children in the USA are overweight. To be more exact, 30 percent of the US-American children are not just a little overweight, they are severely overweight with a body-mass-index of >30. Furthermore, in the USA, the leading power in the Western world, 50 percent of the adult population suffer from chronic illnesses, including heart disease, high blood pressure, cancer, and autoimmune diseases. The USA is the country with the strongest economy in the world, so one could expect a population living in health paradise. However, the opposite is true. In addition to physical ailments, half of the US-American adults are so psychologically unstable that they need to take medication to mentally function in their daily lives.[5]


Rising obesity is related to a massive increase in illness and death: in the year 2000, 900,000 people on our planet died from diabetes, in 2019 it was up to 1.4 million. Heart disease and strokes were the most common illnesses in 2019 and caused 15 million deaths – up from 12 million in 2000. In comparison, in 2019, the number of war-related deaths worldwide was 54,000.[6]


If we count in the 7.7 million smokers who have died from the consequences of smoking, then for every human being who dies because of war, 420 die because of civilization diseases. The normal annually recurring collective insanity of ruined health is 400 times more deadly than all the wars put together. We don’t seem to realize this; our attention is continually steered towards the wars. Every war is abominable, and dying in a war is cruel, messy, and brutal. But we should also not be distracted from the 400 times more deadly war that we are fighting against ourselves through our civilization. And people are still dying of hunger, four times as many as those that die in war.


The positive development of the worldwide reduction of undernourishment should not blind us to the parallel developments thwarting overall health and well-being.


Stress is an essential component lurking beneath the abovenamed issues resulting from our living conditions[7] [8]. Millions and millions of people have the feeling that they have no control over their own lives. They feel like they are at the mercy of anonymous circumstances. They have no influence on those authorities which determine their working life, and so they live in existential uncertainty. Because of this, the Canadian doctor, Dr. Gabor Maté, called the living conditions of the Western world toxic.[9]


Question 1


What has gone wrong in modern societies so that they cause more sickness and are 400 times more deadly than all the wars put together? Where do we find the systemic causes?


2. Forced labor and bullshit jobs


The reduction of forced labor has been one of the more agreeable developments of humanity in the course of the last centuries. In 1800, forced labor was legal, and even practiced by national governments. Today, it is internationally outlawed – a significant step forward.[10] However, this development should not obscure the fact that, according to an estimate of the International Labour Organisation, “150 billion US dollars are still being generated by forced labour”. It is assumed that 21 million men, women and children are caught up in forced labour as “modern slaves” – this equals roughly the combined population of Australia and New Zealand. The vast majority of these human beings – almost 19 million – are exploited by private entities, predominantly companies.[11] Most modern age slaves do not work in the certified factories of the brand name manufacturers, but rather in the mines and on the fields and plantations of globalization. That is where the raw materials are produced or extracted.[12] Moreover, the modern slaves mining for rare earth elements, such as those used for making mobile telephones or batteries, are only one side of the current working world. There is yet another grotesque side.


In 2018, David Graeber, Professor at the London School of Economics, published his book “Bullshit Jobs: The Rise of Pointless Work, and What We Can Do About It”. “Bullshit jobs” – in opposition to “shit jobs” – denote meaningless work that is of no use to anyone. Shit jobs mean strenuous, very badly paid work, but it is work that makes sense, like producing, cleaning, or maintaining something. Child labor in a mine in Congo is a brutal shit job which violates human rights. In contrast, bullshit jobs are usually paid decently, but the work is completely meaningless. Graeber defines a bullshit job as follows, “It is a job that cannot even be justified by those who do it.” Examples of this are receptionists in offices in which people seldom call or visit for appointments. The human being at the reception, according to Graeber, is only there so that those in the upper levels of management feel better. A bullshit job is being employed as a company lawyer just because the competition also has lawyers. People who do “paperwork” all day, just so that they have something to do, qualify as having a bullshit job. And finally, there is the bullshit job of taskmaster, who manages people who do not necessarily need to be managed.


But here is the really shocking news: in surveys – according to Professor Graeber – about forty percent of people between 15 and 50 years old claim that it would make no difference at all if their job ceased to exist. Thus, they think their work is unnecessary. Furthermore, the Gallup Engagement Index from 2021 states that 68 percent of the employees in Germany only “work to rule”.[13]


In addition to meaningless work and work done in a state of bleak resignation, there is, of course, unemployment. A 1 percent rise in unemployment generates a 5 percent rise in hospitalizations because of psychological reasons.[14]


The magnitude of the situations described above, and the suffering involved in them is hard to imagine for those who have been able to pursue mostly meaningful work. Human beings are predisposed to being creative. Making this impossible means robbing them of their humanity. This is even worse than the phenomenon of alienated work that Karl Marx analyzed in his early writings.[15]


Considering all this, it is not surprising that some leading economic and political powers have been wondering whether there just might be too many superfluous human beings on the planet, and what could be done about it.


Question 2


What has gone wrong, so that such scandalous forms of work occur to the extent that they do? What are the systemic causes? Where are the deeper roots to be found?


3. Poverty and wealth


The Swedish physician Hans Rosling, development aid worker and author of the world best seller “Factfulness”, has stated in many of his publications that there has been a positive development in worldwide income.[16] Rosling distinguished between four income levels: approximately one billion humans live at level one. They earn an income of less than 2 dollars per day. The largest group of about three billion people live at level two. They have an income of less than 8 dollars per day. Two billion people live at level three, with an income of between 8 and 32 dollars per day. One billion people worldwide live at level four with an income of over 32 dollars per day.


When the groups are broken down as they are, and Hans Rosling has good reasons to do so[17], then it is easy to conclude that the majority of the world population (five out of a total of seven billion) live at the middle income levels (two and three). According to Rosling, this reflects an encouraging development, because over the centuries, increasingly more humans have risen and will continue to rise from level one to level two, from level two to three, and from three to four. “As recently as 200 years ago, 85% of the world population lived at level one and thus in extreme poverty. Today, the large majority of humans live distributed in the middle range, between income levels two and three, enjoying the same bandwidth of living standards like the humans living in western Europe and in North America did during the 1950s.”[18]


On the other hand, one should not turn a blind eye to the fact that the distribution of income throughout the world is exceedingly unequal. The Report on Worldwide Inequality from the year 2018 has established the following since 1980: “The global top 1% of earners has captured twice as much of that growth as the 50% poorest individuals.” A main cause of the economic inequality is – so the report – “… the unequal ownership of capital (…) since 1980, very large transfers of public to private wealth occurred in nearly all countries, whether rich or emerging.“[19]


There is more: only 10% of the world’s population own almost as much as the remaining 90% of the population all together. [20] The accompanying imbalance of power has grave effects on democracy.


Question 3


The above numbers mean a social disaster for millions of humans. Which systemic circumstances are at the core of such unequal distribution? Do we want to accept this, or can we change it? And if we can change it, how?


4. Democracy and war


In 1917, when the USA entered the first World War, it was, according to President Wilson, “to make the world safe for democracy.” Back then it was said that wars were only led by monarchies such as that of the German Empire, the royal double monarchy of Austria-Hungary, and the Russian czardom. One hundred years later, another picture arises. Since 1945 – according to Wikipedia - the USA, which claims to be the world-leading democracy par excellence, has led more than 30 military operations, among these wars and military coups in Asian, African, European, and Latin American countries. The US military forces are responsible for 10 to 15 million deaths which have resulted alone from the big wars – Korea and Vietnam, and both wars against Iraq. Between 10 and 14 million further deaths have been caused by the proxy wars of the allied forces that have been trained and commanded by the USA in Afghanistan, Angola, Congo, Sudan, Guatemala, and other countries. Not listed are the economic wars through sanctions, which are also wars resulting in thousands and thousands of deaths. The equation “US democracy = regime of peace instead of wars” is falsified by reality.


Question 4


What systemic error leads to the fact that democracy does not prevent war, but rather more or less continues uninterruptedly to wage wars? In other words, how can democracy be developed so that it becomes an instrument of peace?


5. Destruction of nature and repair of nature


As a child, I grew up near the Rhine River. Back then, the Rhine stank. It was dirty and brown. That has long since changed; the water quality has improved greatly. Even swimming is permitted in several areas. The yearly pollution of the Rhine with the particularly dangerous heavy metal mercury has decreased by about 70 per cent since the year 1985. Today, the Rhine is classified as having the quality category II (“moderately contaminated”). The contamination of air through fine particulate matter has also improved substantially since my youth. When I used to drive through the Ruhr region, the sky was usually dimmed by smog, not quite as badly as in China’s metropolises, but the sky was usually gray. That has also long changed. Yet the question remains, why – in spite of progress such as that described above – have we not been able to keep the oceans clean and reduce the use of fossil energies? Why do we keep depleting and even poisoning the soil and underground water?


Question 5


What is wrong with our political, economic, and cultural system, so that – still – destruction comes first, and then the repair, which – compared to prevention – comes at a very dear price?


6. Discourse and censorship


The understanding that science exists in discourse, and the idea that no one may be persecuted because of his or her opinion or belief are among the greatest achievements of the European Enlightenment. These fundamental principles have been chipped away at during the last few years. As far as the Covid 19 crisis goes, as well as the war in the Ukraine, we have seen that, instead of an open discourse, governments and their supporters have repeatedly claimed to be in the possession of the only “facts”. All others are deemed to be expressing “dangerous opinions” (example in the endnotes).[21] Instead of a discourse, pure power of opinion has emerged, and ever increasing state power.


Worldwide, rational scientific discourse has been repeatedly replaced with “basta decisions” and censorship. As it used to be in the USSR, this censorship is not carried out by the state authorities per se, but rather it is outsourced – today, to big tech companies and media corporations, which exclude scientists from the discourse by blocking their channels. For science, however, “basta” is not an acceptable answer to controversial questions and there are no majority decisions. (The majority of studies show that …)


When Albert Einstein published his theory of relativity, it was pointed out that the majority of physicists considered his theory false. Einstein’s answer, “If I were wrong, it would only take one.”


Question 6


How was it possible for the scientific realm of debate to be destroyed within the shortest amount of time just as humanity was collectively facing questions of utmost importance? And how was it possible that the broad masses of population willingly accepted one of the most important achievements of modern history to be swept away with a wave of the hand? What are the systemic causes that gave rise to a power takeover resulting in censorship and cancel sub-culture? What are the systemic causes for this path towards a new variant of totalitarianism?


7. The dissolution of the rule of law


On the 9th of August 1999, one month after Vladimir Putin was appointed Prime Minister, there was a series of appalling bomb attacks on a shopping center and residential buildings in the middle of Moscow. For the people of Moscow, it was the equivalent of 9/11. Seven-story residential buildings, which in the 1950s had been built of stone and brick, were blown apart in the early morning hours. In two other cities, the same thing happened within approximately two weeks’ time. More than 300 people died, 1000 were injured. No one knew why. Putin, at the time Prime Minister, knew right away who had bombed the buildings. It was Chechnyan terrorists. In a televised speech he said, “Should we catch them on the toilet, we will whack them in the outhouse”. Putin did not say, “We will catch the terrorists and bring them to justice in due process at court.” He said, we will whack them in the outhouse. That means that same as, “We will execute them outside of court. Forget about putting them on trial.” That has nothing more to do with rule of law.


Two years later in the West after 9/11, it was not much different. After the attacks on the Twin Towers, Osama bin Laden could only be presumed a suspect. But the USA began to massively bomb Afghanistan. The goal was not to capture Bin Laden, and then to investigate in court whether he was indeed responsible. Robert Mueller, then Director of the FBI, admitted this in a press conference, eight months later, after the war had begun. He said, “…we assume that Al-Qaida and Bin Laden are responsible for the 11th of September, but we cannot prove it yet.” In other words, first bomb an entire country, then investigate whether there is a reason for doing it or not. During the following years, the USA chose the method of using remote control weapons to liquidate individual humans who were suspected of being terrorists, as well as the method of detaining individual human beings without legal proceedings in Guantanamo or in other secret prisons of torture in Eastern Europe.


In both cases – in Russia, and in the USA and their allies – a paralyzed population apathetically accepted the demolition of rule of law. Large masses of human beings behaved like a dreaming herd, not suspecting into which gaping chasms they were being led by their politicians; people passively accepted the destruction of principles of law.


Two decades before, the German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt demonstrated different behavior. In 1977, during the German Autumn, the Lufthansa airplane Landshut had been hijacked by terrorists and landed in Mogadishu. The President of the German Employers Hanns-Martin Schleyer was being held prisoner by the RAF. Schmidt appointed a think tank, in which all imaginable suggestions were allowed. Even the suggestion was discussed whether to have actor doubles pretend to be Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin, thus faking their release, but in secret executing the real Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin under martial law by shooting them. The RAF had declared war, hadn’t they? Schmidt vigorously rejected the suggestion. He held that the state mustn’t give up its principles of law, even when challenged or threatened, because that would mean sinking to the level of the terrorists. But that is exactly what happened in 1999 in Russia and in 2001 in the USA, without this breach of civilization really being noticed. But once a civilization has started to go down the wrong path by giving up its most sacred principles, then cumulative repetitions are to be expected. Then it can strike out against any undesirable group. Then we have said goodbye to “never again“.


Question 7


Where are the systemic causes for the erosion of principles of law and for the apathetic acceptance of this development in the broad population?


The questions posed in this chapter are not inconsequential. They can only be answered if we do not flinch at asking radical questions.










2 Radical questions


The expression “radical” stems from the Latin word “radix” = the root. Radical questions are questions which ask about root causes. That is exactly what Rudolf Steiner did. He did not give any hasty or superficial answers. Rather, he asked himself very fundamental questions about basic forces in our society.


What are the primary phenomena of humans living together in a large community?


Answer:




	Humans have needs.


	Humans have capabilities which enable them to satisfy needs. Among these are physical capabilities (skills), soulemotional capabilities, and spiritual-cultural capabilities.


	Humans have feelings and communicate with one another about how they want to regulate living together.





Three basic phenomena arise out of these three social areas of life:


First is that area of life which takes on the task of satisfying the physical needs of humans.[22] That is the so-called “economic life”.Second is the area of life in which humans develop their capabilities. Rudolf Steiner names this area “spiritual-cultural life”, because at their core, all capabilities touch on spirit. (Even physical skills are, in the end spirit, namely bodily intelligence.)


In the third area of life, humans regulate living together on the basis of their feelings. They create laws which are valid for everyone. The rights of human beings are taken care of in “legal life”.




	Economic life


	Spiritual-cultural life


	Legal life, rights of human beings





Those are the three limbs of every society. They do not have to be established. They are natural. They are the three fundamental organic systems of every large community.


Question: Are there more?


Hardly. Why not? Humans have needs, humans have capabilities, and humans regulate their life together. That encompasses everything, doesn’t it? [23]


Crucial radical questions arise. These are questions about how the three organic systems function and what their conditions for living are, so that they can do what they are meant to do with as little disruption as possible.


These are the questions:




	What living conditions does spiritual-cultural life need to thrive, for example, research, education, and schooling. And what restricts spiritual-cultural life?
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