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A note on the statements made by travelers


The statements compiled in this book come from publicly accessible portals with comment functions that allow users to publish texts. To comply with legal requirements, these comments have been edited in various ways so that the original texts are not used directly. Nevertheless, the core messages remain unchanged. It should be noted that the original posts were written in various languages by authors from different countries. Before publication, the edited versions were reviewed by our legal department to ensure they differ sufficiently from the originals to avoid any copyright infringement.









A note on the images


The images of people used in this book are for illustrative purposes only and do not depict real individuals. The names associated with these images are common first and last names from their respective countries of origin. Any resemblance to actual living or deceased persons is purely coincidental.









A note on the author


Gerhard Reifenrath has long been concerned with scientific issues around overtourism. He has personally explored some of the places presented here, purely for research—not always for his own enjoyment, as he found out. Had he read this book beforehand, he would have saved himself a lot of hassle, especially long lines.









To Holger, a friend whose creative spirit I admire, and to Mark, for his valuable feedback on this book.










When enough is enough


If you know that uncomfortable feeling you get when, after waiting in line for what seems like an eternity, you finally reach the sign that reads “Only 90 minutes more to wait from here,” then take comfort in knowing you’re not alone. A recurring theme in the comments from those who had complaints about major sights is waiting, queuing, and having to join long lines.


Now, some people actually enjoy that. Fair enough. But once you’ve endured the wait, one question remains: where are all the people who were in front of you?


Chances are, right in front of your nose. There they stand, blocking your view, poking you in the eye with their selfie sticks, and taking forever to snap a picture of themselves.


Increasing global prosperity, lower transportation costs, and more disposable time have fueled a massive surge in travel. Distant destinations are no longer once-in-a-lifetime trips but instead places to check off a list: Times Square on New Year’s Eve, Venice or Rio for Carnival, Easter in Rome—and so on. Some of these places have already come to see tourists as the enemy, driving locals away with their wheeled suitcases. Until the mid-2010s, people talked about mass tourism, but then the term overtourism emerged—and believe me, it’s not good news.


21 Sights That Should Stay Off Your Bucket List is here to help!


If you’re undecided about whether to visit Cambodia for its Khmer culture or head to Australia for the opera, here’s some help making that choice.


After reading countless one-star reviews in comment and travel forums, I wonder why people do this to themselves. They travel halfway around the world, lured by glossy photos taken on days when the attractions were closed and no one else was around. That’s how it got to be! — No, it’s not.


To save you the trouble of slogging through the comments, I did it for you—and boy, did it make me despair for humanity. The best option seems to be staying home! At least you’ve got your own bathroom there. But what about all the positive comments, you might ask? My response: confirmation bias. People tend to ignore or downplay negative experiences that reveal flaws or issues, convincing themselves they made the right choice. That’s just human nature.


But let’s end on a positive note! Forget the top tourist spots. Be avant-garde with the recommendations at the end of this book! And when, in a few decades, those places become must-sees, you can sit back and say: yes, everyone could’ve gone there a little earlier—instead of leaving such pathetic comments now.










21 sights that should stay off your bucket list
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EMPIRE STATE BUILDING


The Empire State Building is an iconic skyscraper in New York City completed in 1931. Standing 1,453 feet (443.2 meters) tall including its antenna, it is one of the world’s most famous buildings, featured in films like King Kong (1933), Sleepless in Seattle (1993), and Independence Day (1996). Each year, about four million visitors ascend to the 86th and 102nd floor observation decks, which offer breathtaking panoramic views of the city. The building also houses a museum dedicated to its history and architecture.


However, its popularity often results in crowded viewing platforms and long wait times, sometimes lasting several hours during peak seasons. Visibility can be restricted in foggy conditions, though admission prices remain unchanged.
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Gabriel Silva (Brazil)





“Far too expensive for a short elevator ride and an overcrowded viewing platform.”


“The view may be great, but you have to wait in line forever, go through airport-style security checks, and once you get to the top, it's just crowded.”
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