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Acknowledgement of Country


I recognise and honour the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the Traditional Custodians of the lands, waters and skies we are privileged to fly over. I pay my deepest respects to their Elders – past, present and emerging – and acknowledge their enduring connection to Country. May our journeys under these vast skies reflect their timeless stewardship and our shared commitment to safe, respectful navigation.









This handbook is pilot-to-pilot guidance only. It does not replace the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations (CASR), the CASA Visual Flight Rules Guide, EASA Part-FCL, the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP), NOTAMs, or any other legally binding document. Regulations, procedures, aerodrome data and technology change frequently; every pilot must verify current requirements with official sources before each flight.


The authors, contributors and publisher have taken care to ensure accuracy at the time of writing, but make no warranty, express or implied, about the completeness, timeliness or suitability of the material for any purpose. They accept no liability for loss, injury or damage, whether direct or consequential, arising from the use of this book.


The pilot-in-command is solely responsible for the safe conduct of the flight. Always exercise sound airmanship, obtain up-to-date information, and comply with the rules and limitations of your licence, aircraft, and operating environment.










I. Why point your prop toward Australia?


Australia invites private pilots to turn the prop south for two intertwined reasons. First, the airspace is almost a blank canvas: below FL 180 practically everything outside a few capital-city terminals is Class G, so you make your own position calls instead of collecting hand-offs, and you can choose fuel stops for range rather than congestion. The Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) alone maintains more than 2000 dirt or gravel strips, while another 340-plus paved aerodromes dot the map, giving you an airport every hundred-odd miles even in the outback. ADS-B is strongly encouraged but still optional for VFR, yet national safety figures compare favourably with the USA and UK on a per-hour basis, proof that fewer rules have not meant lower standards.


Second, that freedom converts directly into day-after-day variety. A single week can begin wheels-up from a coral atoll, skim over snow-brushed Great Dividing peaks, cross ochre mesas where the only voices are on HF, and end on a kangaroo-dotted clay strip, no customs hall, no mountain passes. A mature fly-in culture, Bureau-of-Meteorology products you can trust, English-speaking ATC nationwide and a club ethos that still greets visitors with a steak-and-kidney pie make the whole experience feel like Alaska or the old American West, with warm water and vineyards instead of ice.


Flying Australia is built to be your modular pre-flight brief for that adventure. After the opening inspiration in Chapter I, Chapter II helps you pick seasons, regions and budgets so weather and money stay on your side. Chapter III walks step-by-step through CASA paperwork, from the myCASA ARN to the Certificate-of-Validation and ASIC card. Chapter IV decodes Australian air-law quirks, MBZ etiquette, hemispherical cruising levels and the 126.7 "street frequency", while Chapter V bundles BoM tools, density-altitude gotchas and desert decision-making checklists. Radio craft gets its own treatment in Chapter VI; charts, data and EFB contingency drills land in Chapter VII. Performance math, threat-and-error gates and common European-pilot pitfalls populate Chapter VIII. When the tarmac ends, Chapter IX covers survival gear, HF calls and contingency playbooks, and Chapter X stitches it all together with coastal, inland and desert scenario itineraries. A quick-reference annex of abbreviations and sources rounds things off at Chapter XI.


Use the book like a kneeboard you can dip into on demand. Planning a holiday? Read Chapter II over coffee, then skim the region-specific weather tables before you book the aircraft. Paperwork deadline looming? Chapter Ill's bulletproof wording will save you a round of e-mails with CASA. Engine turning at an untowered dust strip and the sky looks grey? Flip straight to the low-ceiling case studies in Chapter V, then crosscheck Chapter IX's HF and SAR-time drills before climb-out. Need an itinerary in a hurry? Copy the leg notes from Chapter X, paste them into your EFB, and you're ready to brief passengers.


In short, Australia offers big-sky stick-and-rudder flying wrapped in first-world infrastructure, and Flying Australia hands you the sectional chart to that playground, one chapter at a time.


Australia When You Leave the Flight Line


Australia uses the Australian dollar (AUD), cards and contactless payments are accepted almost everywhere, but it's wise to carry a little cash for remote areas. Traffic keeps to the left, with speed limits posted in kilometres per hour (typically 50 km/h in built-up areas and 100-110 km/h on open highways); seat belts and hands-free phone use are mandatory nationwide. Visitors may drive on their home licence for the length of a short-stay holiday (up to three months in most states); if the licence isn't in English, carry an International Driving Permit or official translation.


One last Thing before we start


In this handbook we follow the Australian (and ICAO-aligned) convention for numerals: the decimal separator is always a full stop ("."), so a radio frequency is written 118.625 and spoken "one-one-eight decimal six-two-five". Whole numbers up to four digits appear without a separator (e.g. 2500 ft). From five digits upward we insert a thin space or, if unavailable, a comma between thousands: 10 000 L or 12,500 kg. The unit symbol is closed up to the figure, and operational values such as altitudes, fuel loads and headings are rounded as standard practice dictates. We use aviation-typical (non-SI) units throughout; SI conversions are provided in the Annex. This mirrors CASA's VFRG guidance and the Australian Government Style Manual.
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Figure 1 Aerial view of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, Queensland, a popular scenic flight route requiring careful adherence to controlled airspace, CTAF procedures, and environmental restrictions under Part 91 and the GBRMPA Flight Guidelines.













II. Trip Planning & Logistics


Before you start drawing magenta lines across the Outback, step back and think strategically. Australia's weather sets the ground rules: north of roughly 20° S, the wet season (Dec-Mar) can pin you down for days with towering cumulus and abrupt closures of dirt strips, while the dry season (Apr-Sep) offers blue-sky reliability. South of the Tropic, flip that logic – winter fronts march in from the Southern Ocean, so late spring through early autumn gives you the widest VMC windows. Pick the latitude and month that let you surf the prevailing pattern, not fight it.


Once you've picked the season, choose a route that fits your skills. This guide covers four proven itineraries:




	
Down the Coast – ideal for freshly minted PPLs.


	
Reef Run – for sight-seers chasing turquoise water and coral atolls.


	
South-East Mix – for IFR-rated pilots who enjoy a bit of workload and variable weather.


	
Red-Centre Triangle – a bush-flying safari for those ready to hone their outback technique.





Each route has already been flown by visiting PPLs and is built around practical leg lengths, reliable fuel stops, and solid weather alternates – so you're refining the wheel, not reinventing it.


Australia's Flying Seasons at a Glance
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Figure 2 Australia's 'two-calendar' rhythm: Dry-season blue in the north, temperate summer VFR in the south.





Australia hands VFR pilots two different calendars to work with. North of the Tropic of Capricorn you plan around a classic wet-and-dry monsoon regime, while everything south of that line follows a temperate summer – winter rhythm. Stay nimble with those calendars and you can thread inviting blue sky through virtually every month of the year – chasing the May-to-October dry season up north, then dropping south for the October-to-April warm half when polar cold fronts retreat toward the Southern Ocean. It's a latitude-driven weather dance that lets touring pilots keep their logbooks open twelve months straight


Tropical North: Darwin ~ Cairns ~ Broome


Above the Tropic of Capricorn the calendar is simple: chase the Dry. From May to August skies are cloud-free, humidity drops below 60 % and day-night temperatures hover around 22-32 °C, giving VFR pilots six months of consistent blue. Come November the monsoon flips the switch; daytime heating, 80 %+ humidity and sea-breeze convergence breed towering CBs, lightning shows and the flash-flooding that can close even paved aerodromes overnight, so most flyers hibernate or launch at first light to beat the build-ups.


Arid Centre: Alice Springs ~ Uluru ~ Birdsville


April to May and September to October delivers the Red Centre's golden window: cool dawns, mild days and CAVOK that can stretch 200 NM in every direction. In high summer, however, tarmac and gravel alike bake past 40 °C; an ISA + 20 °C day can add 2000 ft to density altitude, grounding many normally-aspirated singles and demanding meticulous weight-and-balance checks. Add in willy-willy dust devils and occasional desert dust storms – both proven engine- and visibility-killers for low-level GA – and the smart money migrates north or south until the heat breaks.


Temperate South-East: Sydney ~ Melbourne ~ Tasmanian Alps


This zone flies best from March to May when high-pressure systems dominate, but winter brings a different syllabus: fast-moving polar cold fronts, icing levels that can sit at circuit height and the notorious "southerly buster" that can swing a sea breeze 180° and drop temperatures 10-20 °C in minutes. Over the Great Dividing Range and Tasmanian Alps, winds above about 20 kt perpendicular to ridgelines generate mountain-wave rotors capable of 1000 ft-per-minute downdrafts – glider heaven, piston-single hazard – so crossing passes demands generous altitude and escape options.



Mediterranean South-West: Perth ~ Margaret River


From April to May the coastal southwest offers warm, dry days and minimal convective activity, but plan arrivals before mid-afternoon: the "Fremantle Doctor" sea breeze barrels ashore almost daily in summer, building to 15-25 kt cross-winds that can turn otherwise benign strips into aerobatic practice. Winter fronts sweep in straight off the Indian Ocean, but because they usually clear fast, Perth-based pilots often treat them as brief no-fly windows before the blue returns.


Together, these four zones create Australia's "two-calendar" rhythm – dry-season blue up north, temperate summer down south – letting touring pilots hopscotch favourable weather virtually year-round.


Pick a Region That Matches Your Experience


"Down the Coast" (Brisbane → Sydney) – For Fresh PPL
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Figure 3 Coastal confidence-builder: YBCG to YSBK in five short legs, ideal for new PPLs easing into Aussie airspace.





Keen to stretch your wings beyond the local area but not quite ready for a marathon out-back trek? This "Down the Coast" hop from Brisbane's holiday strip to Sydney's GA heartland is purpose-built for fresh PPLs with fewer than 150 cross-country hours. In just over 375 NM – broken into five bite-sized coastal legs, you'll tick off every skill a newcomer to Australian skies needs: departure and re-entry to Class C, a mix of busy CTAFs and Class D towers, straightforward shore-line navigation that keeps high terrain on your right, and fuel stops never more than an hour apart. The route stays under Centre radar almost the whole way, offers plenty of "ditch-me-here" beaches if the fan stops, and lines up cafés at each aerodrome so you can brief, refuel and de-brief without rushing. By the time you roll into Bankstown you'll have logged controlled-airspace calls, military CTR etiquette, and the famous Sydney coastal VFR lane, all at manageable pace and altitude – banking real Aussie experience without straying far from a safe plan B.


Leg 1 – Gold Coast (YBCG) → Ballina Byron (YBNA) ≈ 40 NM


A quick 25 minute coastal hop: track south-east out of the Gold Coast CTR and stay below the 1500 ft shelf until clear of Class C, then climb to a comfortable VFR altitude. Keep an eye out for skydivers over Tyagarah just north of Ballina. YBNA is a busy CTAF with a right-hand circuit on RWY 06/24 – perfect for practising your joins and calls. Top-off with Avgas and grab a coffee in the terminal before launching south again.


Leg 2 – Ballina Byron (YBNA) → Coffs Harbour (YCFS) ≈ 92 NM


Follow the shoreline past Cape Byron and stay east of the rising terrain to keep Brisbane Centre's radar coverage. Coffs Harbour is a Class D tower (with Class C stepped shelves above), so make first contact 10 NM out on 118.2 MHz and expect a runway assignment on short final. Use this stop to rehearse controlled-airspace arrivals/departures and enjoy an easy refuel plus lunch at the air-side café.


Leg 3 – Coffs Harbour (YCFS) → Port Macquarie (YPMQ) ≈ 68 NM


Descending south-east out of the Coffs control zone, remain coastal to avoid the forested Great Dividing Range inland. Monitor 126.7 MHz for area traffic and keep an ear on Port Macquarie CTAF (118.1 MHz) from 20 NM. The dual-runway layout and generous circuit area make YPMQ ideal for runway-change diversions or a practice forced landing exercise before you taxi in for a quick refuel.


Leg 4 – Port Macquarie (YPMQ) → Newcastle-Williamtown (YWLM) ≈ 97 NM


Track via Crowdy Head light and then Stockton Bight sand-dunes; this keeps you clear of the higher ground and puts you under Brisbane/Sydney Centre radar the whole way. Williamtown is a joint-military Class C aerodrome – request clearance well outside the CTR (128,3 MHz) and be ready for speed control or extended down-winds behind fast jets. Use the stop to review controlled-airspace radio phraseology and visit the on-field café while your tanks are topped.


Leg 5 – Newcastle-Williamtown (YWLM) → Bankstown (YSBK) ≈ 80 NM


The final leg threads Sydney's coastal VFR lane: depart YWLM south-east, skirt Lake Macquarie, and call Sydney Approach on 124.55 MHz near Norah Head for a Class C transit or remain below 2500 ft outside. Expect dense GA traffic approaching Bankstown's busy CTAF (132.8 MHz); right circuits on the parallel runways are common. After landing, de-brief over a meal at one of the airport cafés – mission accomplished with five short, scenic legs that steadily build confidence in Australian coastal ops.


Bonus Leg – Bankstown (YSBK) → Sydney Harbour Lane → Bankstown (YSBK) ≈ 45 NM (scenic loop)


File a local VFR flight plan and brief the Harbour Scenic One procedures in ERSA. Depart Bankstown on the published VFR route: overhead Prospect Reservoir → Parramatta → Hornsby (2500 ft max until north of the Lane) to remain outside Sydney Class C. As you reach the coastline abeam Long Reef, contact Sydney Approach 124.55 MHz and request clearance for "Harbour Lane southbound", expect an altitude window of 1000-1500 ft. The lane tracks head-of-the-harbour past Manly, the Heads, Fort Denison, the Harbour Bridge and Opera House: keep your camera ready but eyes outside, maintain 80-90 kt, and give wide berth to sightseeing helicopters. ATC may slot you between heavy jets turning final for 34 L/R, so read back headings and altitudes precisely, this is big-boy airspace where an A380 wake-turbulence call is common. At ANZAC Bridge, exit back to Prospect Reservoir the way you came, advise Bankstown CTAF (132.8 MHz), and re-enter the circuit. A perfect confidence-builder that lets new PPLs taste Class C ops while scoring postcard views of Sydney.
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Figure 4 Postcard VFR: Sydney's scenic lane slots you between jets and helicopters at 1000-1500 ft.






"Reef Run" (Cairns → Darwin) – Intermediate
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Figure 5 Great Barrier Reef to Mindil Beach: six-leg outback adventure across Australia's tropical north.





Six daylight legs carry you up the Great Barrier Reef, across the Torres Strait and over the Gulf of Carpentaria, never out of gliding range of a beach yet remote enough to warrant long-range comms. Dry-season weather (May-September) brings blue skies, light trades and endless visibility, so a comfortable-VFR pilot can concentrate on procedures: fuel management, SARTIME, and, if you're HF-curious, the art of talking to Centre when VHF drops out. HF quick-start: pack a serviceable handheld or panel HF; test SELCAL before departure; use Brisbane Centre on 5455 kHz (day) or 8867 kHz (night) with 30-min position reports ("Cairns Approach, Cessna ABC, 50 NM east Cape Melville, 7500 ft, estimating Lockhart River 0200Z"); expect some static and always back-up with Sat Com or flight-following where available. With that sorted, coast awaits - let's launch.


Leg 1 – Cairns Intl (YBCS) → Cooktown (YCKN) ≈ 92 NM


Track the shoreline past Port Douglas, climbing to 4500 ft once clear of Cairns' Class C 1500 ft shelf. The lush Daintree escarpment sits close to the water – keep at least 1000 ft lateral from cloud to stay legal. Cooktown's upslope RWY 11/29 can throw wind-shear when the sea-breeze pipes up; expect right circuits for 29. Fuel and coffee are available but call ahead – hours can be island-time casual.


Leg 2 – Cooktown (YCKN) → Lockhart River (YLHR) ≈ 193 NM


Follow the inner reef lagoon or track direct north-east of Cape Melville. VHF fades after Princess Charlotte Bay: perfect moment for an HF selcal check with Brisbane Centre. At 7500 ft you're above the convection bumps yet still in gliding range of sand spits. YLHR's bitumen RWY 12/30 lies just behind coastal dunes; watch for sea-eagles on short final. Take fuel – next seal is Horn Island.


Leg 3 – Lockhart River (YLHR) → Horn Island (YHID) ≈ 145 NM


Skirt the brilliant ribbon-reefs or aim direct across the Iron Range wilderness. HF position reports every 30 min keep ATC happy; there's almost no VHF until you sight the Torres Strait islands. Horn Island becomes Class D during airline windows, monitor ATIS 128.5 MHz, expect right circuits for RWY 14 and possible delays behind Q400s. Refuel, lunch at the WWII café, and enjoy the bustle after Cape York solitude.


Leg 4 – Horn Island (YHID) → Gove / Nhulunbuy (YPGV) ≈ 338 NM


Your marathon sector: two hours of blue Gulf water. Climb to 8500-9500 ft for cooler temps and longer glide range; Gulf cumulus seldom tops 4000 ft in the dry. Make HF calls on 5455 kHz (day) or 8867 kHz (late afternoon). Should weather sour, Mornington Island is a distant but sealed alternate, carry endurance plus 45 min. Gove's 2200 m RWY 13/31, full Avgas and resort-style terminal make a welcome overnight stop.


Leg 5 – Gove (YPGV) → Darwin Intl (YPDN) ≈ 348 NM


Track west-north-west along Arnhem Land's empty red coast: mangrove estuaries, croc-etched beaches, zero diversion options. After Maningrida you'll regain VHF with Darwin Approach; request the VFR coastal lane "Charlie Victor" at or below 2500 ft to skirt the jets. Expect Class C sequencing with A330 freighters, read backs crisp, eyes out for wake. Touch down on Darwin's RWY 11, secure the aircraft, then toast sunset over Mindil Beach – HF mastered, and a swath of Australia logged.



"South-East Mix" (Sydney → Tasmania → Sydney) – IFR Rated
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Figure 6 South-East mix: a November loop balancing IFR procedures with sweeping terrain and brisk airspace.





Ready to sharpen your newly minted IFR ticket without vanishing into the red-centre? This South-East Mix loops out of Bankstown, tags three capital-city TMAs, darts across Bass Strait twice, and stitches together five airway legs that sample almost every instrument-flight flavour Australia can serve. You'll launch through Sydney's busy Class C, practice STAR/SID discipline into Canberra and Melbourne, tackle maritime weather over open water, then thread Tasmanian valleys before day-lighting along the NSW Sapphire Coast for home. Each sector is purposely capped at three hours, keeps an alternate inside 40 minutes, and offers plenty of MEA wiggle-room should November's springtime icing or sea fog gate-crash the plan. Think of it as a rolling IFR proficiency check: high-level airway management, fuel and icing strategy, coastal diversions, and a nonstop ATC-handoff workout – all while soaking up alpine ridges, strait horizons and Tasmania's granite coastline from the best seat in the house.


Leg 1 – Bankstown (YSBK) → Canberra (YSCB) ≈ 130 NM


File the DEENA 4 SID to intercept the WOL VOR radial southbound or launch on an RNAV SID if you're GNSS-equipped. Climb inside Sydney Class C to FL110, then settle into smooth Class G cruise across the Southern Tablelands. Top of descent comes quickly, expect the GIBOY 2A STAR or an RNAV Z RWY 35 approach, with secondary minima handy for hot November temps. Albury and Wagga sit off the right wing as full IFR alternates should YSCB go IMG


Leg 2 – Canberra (YSCB) → Melbourne Tullamarine (YMML) ≈ 245 NM


Depart via the NULAB 2 SID, climbing to an airway level in the mid-teens while Brisbane Centre hands you to Melbourne Centre. The leg straddles Class G and Class E airways over the Snowy Mountains, keep an eye on OAT and turn on pitot heat even in benign weather. Approaching the busy MEL TMA, expect either the MLNIY 3 STAR or direct clearance to an RNAV Y RWY 34 L/R with vectors from Melbourne Approach, stick to speeds and altitudes; evening waves of international heavies keep the frequency humming.


Leg 3 – Melbourne (YMML) → Launceston (YMLT) ≈ 240 NM


Bass Strait adds interest: if cloud tops sit above 10 000 ft consider FL120-140 to stay VMC on top, but brief the icing escape plan. After the DOSEL 6 SID, Centre usually offers a direct stretch to waypoint PIETA before the straight-in RNAV Z RWY 32 at Launceston, an elegant descent threading between the Western Tiers and Tamar Valley. Devonport remains a sealed, instrument-equipped alternate just 30 NM west across the strait.
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Figure 7 Freycinet Peninsula & Wineglass Bay, TAS – narrow granite spine meeting open Bass Strait: morning stratus and sea fog can pin cloud bases below 1500 ft, while afternoon seabreeze funnels through the valleys, adding sharp mechanical turbulence along the ridgeline and sink over the water – keep an escape path and conservative fuel for weather diverts.





Leg 4 – Launceston (YMLT) → Merimbula (YMER) ≈ 275 NM


Launch on the LISLE 2 SID, climb to the mid-teens and settle in for a pristine Class G cruise up the east flank of Bass Strait, HF not required, but you'll swap Centre sectors three times. Track via KAT and NUBLA to intercept the RNAV A or B at Merimbula: the circling minima demand coastal awareness in any lingering sea fog. Essendon and Avalon sit across the water for alternates, while East Sale RAAF offers a military-controlled option if weather socks in on the Gippsland coast.


Leg 5 – Merimbula (YMER) → Bankstown (YSBK) ≈ 185 NM


Depart RWY 03 on the COAST ONE SID (or an ATC issued climb via PUDVO) and request an early cruise in Class C to dodge summer cumulus building over the escarpment. The leg gives a satisfying radio workout: Melbourne Centre, then Sydney Centre, then Sydney Approach for the KAMBA 3 STAR into Bankstown with sequencing behind trafficked IFR trainers. Expect vectors for the RNAV Y RWY 11 C or visual break off if CAVOK – rounding out a November loop that balances workload, scenery and plentiful IFR escape routes.
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