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My Grandfather was Killed in the Battle of Berlin on May 1, 1945


Vladimir Chukavin


“I call myself a native Tagil resident,


a former city dweller,


now a rural resident of retirement age”


Abstract


In his essay, Vladimir Chukavin relates the story of his grandfather who fell in the Battle of Berlin. In sparse words he also describes the living conditions of the rank-and-file people in the Soviet Union.
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That was the last or the second to last day of the war launched by Hitler's Germany against the Soviet Union. My grandfather burned to death in his tank in the Wilmersdorf district of Berlin.
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Killed in Action Report


Command of the 53rd Guards Tank Brigade1


May 24, 1945 No. 0803


[subject] Chukavin Matvey


To the military commissar


of Yanaulsky district


Bashkir ASSR2


Received on June 4, 1945


Entry number 0599


Notification


Citizen Chukavina Ksenia Maksimovna, living in the Bashkir Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, Yanaulsky district, Cheraul village,3 is to be informed that her husband, mechanic and driver of the T-34 tank of military unit 21559, senior guard sergeant of the guards Chukavin Matvey Andreevich, a native of the village of Cheraul, Yanaulsky district of the Bashkir Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, in the fight for the socialist homeland, faithful to the military oath, showing heroism and courage, burned down in his tank in the Berlin district of Wilmersdorf4 – Germany on May 1, 1945.


This notification is a document for submitting a pension application.


Order of the People's Commissariat of Defense of the USSR No. _______________


Unit commander, captain of the guard Signature


Chief of staff, captain of the guard Signature


My Ancestors
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My great-grandfather is in the middle with a beard. My great grandmother, grandfather's mother, is sitting. My great-grandfather's brother is wearing a papakha hat. The photo was taken in 1916. Apparently, the great-grandfather had just returned from the First World War.


I’ve tried to find out some information about my great-grandfather but didn't find anything. The only thing his grandson, my cousin, told me about him was that in the village his name was Andrei Toporik (Hand Axe), from a story that happened to him one winter. He once went to the river to cut a hole in the ice. While he was working, the axe fell out of his hands and went under the water. The great-grandfather then took off his clothes, jumped into the hole and pulled the axe out of the river. They obviously took great care of their instruments at that time.


I assume that the farm of my great-grandfather was destroyed in the whirlwind of revolutionary events5 and he himself, it seems to me, was not on the side of the Bolsheviks.6


If one compares the condition of grandfather's farm at the time of the war with his father's farm a few months before the 1917 revolution7 (according to the document that I also have now), a significant difference could be seen.


But I have a document stating that when my father went to work at UWS8 in Tagil in 1949, he passed a security check by the USSR Ministry of State Security. Otherwise, he would not have been accepted into this defence company.
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1930. Grandfather is in the top row
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Grandfather with his wife Ksenia. The year is unknown. I think 1939–1940


[image: ]


Grandfather is in the middle. The inscription on the back of the photo reads:


“In memory of the family of the fighter of the O.K.D.K.A. M.A. Chukavin on 12/VIII 34”


Apparently, it is a compulsory military service. O.K.D.K.A.9 – “with the Red Banner Awarded Special Red Army in the Far East”
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Grandfather with a comrade (no data)


xMy grandfather had three sons when he went to the front. One of them is the eldest, my father Vitaly. At the end of the war two sons died. Possibly due to illness or starvation.


My father Vitaly Matveyevich came to Nizhny Tagil at the age of 16 because there was nothing to live for in the village, so his mother, my grandmother, sent him to work in the city.


When I became aware of my grandfather's story, I decided to find out, if my grandmother received financial compensation for the death of her breadwinner. I couldn't ascertain it. Most likely she didn’t receive anything because of her “incorrect estate”.10


In addition, I found out that every Red Army soldier had a personal account book at the Central Bank of the USSR, where funds were accumulated for heroic deeds and other state merits. When I made a request to the Central Bank, they referred to “deposit secrecy” and other nonsense. And I decided not to bother with it anymore.11


Remembering the Heroic Deed
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No. 15 – Chukavin Matvey Andreevich


Commentaries


1. The brigade was initially formed as the 106th


Tank Brigade on the basis of Order No. 0510 of the People's Commissariat of Defence of the USSR dated June 23, 1942. The formation of the brigade took place from March 15 to July 18, 1942 in the city of Severodvinsk in the Ural Military District.


2. The Bashkir Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, also historically simply known as Bashkiria, was an autonomous republic of the Russian Federation of the Soviet Union. The republic declared its sovereignty within the Soviet Union on 11 October 1990 as Bashkir Soviet Socialist Republic, and in 1992 it declared full independence. Two years later, Bashkortostan agreed to remain within the framework of the Russian Federation.


3. The village of Cheraul was founded in the second half of the 18th century by Russian farmers on the western foothills of the Southern Urals. In 1906, 1,422 people lived here, there was a church, 2 schools, 2 blacksmith shops, a locksmith's shop, a wine shop, 4 grocery stores and a bakery. In 2010 only 121 people (59 men, 62 women) lived in it. 4. “The advance in Wilmersdorf, which was aimed at the Zoological Garden area and the anti-aircraft bunker there, turned into a “mess” for the Soviet troops because the front border, which had changed during the night, was located here... They could only be reorganized the following night.” (https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schlacht_um_Berlin#29._April_1945). On the evening of May 1st, Wilmersdorf was in Soviet hands.


5. The Russian Civil War (7 November 1917 – 25 October 1922).


6. The Bolsheviks, literally translated as “the majority”, were a radical faction of the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party. With the dissolution of the Provisional Government of Russia by Red Guards on October 25th / November 7th, 1917 and the dismantling of the Constituent Assembly soon after, the Bolsheviks became de facto the sole ruling power in all of Russia.


7. The October Revolution took place through an armed insurrection in Petrograd (now Saint Petersburg) on 7 November 1917 (Old Stile – 25 October).


8. UWS - the Uralvagonzavod (literally Ural Wagon Plant) is a Russian mechanical engineering and defence company in Nizhny Tagil. The factory was built in 1936 and initially produced heavy freight cars for the railways. During World War II, the UWS became the world's largest tank factory. It produced over 30,000 T-34 tanks.


9. Osobaya Krasnoznamennaya Dal'nevostochnaya Krasnaya Armiya – Special Red Banner Far Eastern Red Army.


10. The author hints at social position of his ancestors – that of wealthy peasants who were called “kulaks”. Former kulaks and their families were persecuted in the USSR. In 1930, the Soviet dictator Josef Stalin declared: “In order to oust the 'kulaks' as a class, the resistance of this class must be smashed in open battle and it must be deprived of the productive sources of its existence and development.”


No wages were paid to the members of collective farms. They had no bank accounts for money transfer. The work performed was billed in work units. Soviet rulers decided on a binding year-end amount for work units and established criminal liability for non-compliance. For their work, the collective farmers received a share of the annual income of the collective farm in proportion to the work units they performed, mainly in the form of goods and services or grain. In lean years, grain distribution for work units could be poor or not occur at all. This happened in 1946. The famine in the Soviet Union in 1946 and 1947 was characterized by particularly high child mortality. Up to 2 million people died back then.


11. The monetary allowance of an ordinary soldier of the Red Army was actually a symbolic one: the salary was 8 rubles 50 kopecks, and with a “field” bonus of 100 percent – 17 rubles. Having proven himself in service, a soldier could “grow up” to the rank of senior sergeant in three years with a salary of 150 rubles per month and a bonus of 50%. In the event of the death of a soldier, the unit command handed over the deposit book to the nearest branch of the State Bank. A special department was created in it to store deposits and search for their owners or heirs. This obviously didn't happen often...
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A devastated street in the city centre, 3 July 1945 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_in_Berlin)
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A German War Orphan https://i0.wp.com/www.planet-wissen.de/geschichte/nationalsozialismus/kindheit_im_zweiten_weltkrieg/introkriegtruemmergjpg100~_v-gseagaleriexl.jpg
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Dortmund Newspaper About the Russian Imperial Army. Retrospective
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Abstract


The author deals with the view of the Russian Lieutenant General Alexander Fedorovich Rittich on the state of the Russian armed forces and on plans for conducting “raids operations”. It was published in “Dortmund Newspaper” (Dortmunder Zeitung) on August 9, 1893. Rittich believes that the national sentiments of the border population of the “potential enemy” should be taken into consideration.


Keywords: A.F. Rittich ǀ Dortmunder Zeitung ǀ military raids ǀ Pan-Slavism ǀ raid on Yingkou ǀ Pavel Ivanovich Mishchenko ǀ Issa Alexandrovich Pliyev


The Internet has made information about other countries much more accessible, and in the 21st century, debate on many topics has already moved primarily into the virtual space. However, the nature of the discussions, as far as the print media is concerned, has not changed at all. This can be easily verified by reading the issue of “Dortmund Newspaper” (Dortmunder Zeitung) dated August 9, 1893.


The article “A Russian about the Russian Army” appeared as a reaction to the article by Lieutenant General of the Russian Army Alexander Fedorovich Rittich1 on the state of the Russian armed forces and on plans for conducting combat operations in future. Apparently, the military concept of A.F. Rittich was partially based on the publication by the captain of the German army Arthur von Drigalski in the appendix to the “Military Weekly” (Militär-Wochenblatt).2


Somewhat unusual for us, the interest of a city newspaper in the west of the German Empire in the military issues of a foreign army did not seem so to readers of that historical period, since the article was dealing with the country that had recently entered into an alliance with France, the worst enemy of the united German state.


None of the contemporaries, including pacifists, had any illusions about the fragility of peace in Europe. The great European powers were constantly preparing for war, the possibility of which starting at any moment forced them to show interest in any information about, using the 20th-century terminology, “the potential enemy”. Especially, when it came to Russia, a country about which even now the majority of the German population has a very limited understanding. And here it is difficult to avoid the feeling that the media, with the best patriotic intentions, then and now, are damaging the cause of peace, mutual understanding between peoples – and, thus, harming their readers.


The article in the Dortmund Newspaper does not initially claim to be a complete presentation of the already succinctly presented article by A.F. Rittich. Therefore, attention is mostly focused on the ideological aspects of a future war that cause concern among the reader – primarily from Austria-Hungary as a country with a significant Slavic population and with the popularity of Pan-Slavic ideas.3


From the position of post-knowledge, we can see how ideological confrontation developed in the territory of the Dual Monarchy during the First World War. Pan-Slavic propaganda was indeed successful – but on a much smaller scale than expected by the ideologists of Pan-Slavism. Moreover, to a large extent, even this limited success was ensured by the fear of the Austro-Hungarian leadership in the face of possible disobedience of the Slavic subjects and the resulting repressions, which finally undermined the loyalty of many Slavs. At the time of military defeats entire units went over to the side of the Russian imperial army.


A kind of déjà vu happened during the next world war as the Slovak corps fought initially on the Soviet-German front on the side of Germany. Then the apotheosis of numerous attempts to change sides of the front (since 1942) was the Slovak armed uprising of 1944.4


So, we can assume that the ideas outlined by Rittich were fully justified – albeit on a much more modest scale, and these successes did not help Russia win the First World War. However, the readership of the Dortmund Newspaper was, of course, much more interested in Rittich’s views on the border population of its own country. And here Rittich makes more comforting predictions for the German reader, recognizing the futility of relying on the Polish subjects of Wilhelm II during Russian cavalry raids.


But, it is these raids that are of concern to the author of the article, who details the dismal prospects for civilians during such raids. And the author himself tries to reassure readers, expressing doubt that “a lot of water will leak from the Volga before the peoples neighbouring Russia experience similar raids, if at all.” And here the author of the article was very mistaken, although this in no way detracts from the value of the material. Already in the next big war, the Russian Imperial Army used cavalry in accordance with the views of A.F. Rittich.


Mishchenko's raid on Yingkou in Manchuria,5 of course, could not rely on the local Slavic population, but they fully continued the tradition of using large masses of cavalry. The future Marshal of the Soviet Union Semyon Budyonny6 and the future President of Finland Carl Mannerheim7 took part in the raid.
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Semjon Michailowitsch Budjonny
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Baron Carl Gustaf Emil Mannerheim


It is interesting that, ironically, in the same Manchuria, this tradition was completed by the actions of Pliev’s horse-mechanized group.8


To summarize, it should be noted that reading old newspapers can sometimes be useful for understanding what is happening today. Humanity has a habit of stepping on the same rake again and again...
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RUSSIA’S LATEST IDOL is Gen. Budenny. He was
Jargely responsible for the victory of the soviet forces over
Gen. Wrangel’s armies. Here Budenny is seen astride one of
the horses captured from Wrangel’s troops.
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