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ZENSHO W. KOPP is one of the most significant western Zen Masters of the present.


He is the direct Dharma successor to Zen Master Soji Enku and the author of a number of books on Zen and Taoism. Zen Master Zensho instructs a large group of students and directs the Tao Chan Zen Center in Wiesbaden, Germany.


The words of the Chinese sage Lao-tse are counted among the inexhaustible sources of eternal wisdom. In a language of incomparable imagery he speaks of the Tao, the divine origin of all existence, and its effect in man as spiritual force.


In radiantly clear aphorisms, like perfectly polished gemstones, the Tao Te King portrays the deep affinity of man with the cosmos. It aims to lead him back to the original oneness with the Tao, and thus into harmony with the all-embracing wholeness of existence, manifest as the unity of all beings.




Lao-tse, the Old Master, came into this world when it was his time. When his time was fulfilled he left. Regarding the one who knows of his time and is certain of the fulfilment; coming and going, joy and suffering no longer have power over him.


Chuang-tse (4th. century B.C.)




Preface


The Tao Te King is one of the most significant and most translated books of world literature and one can hardly imagine today that anyone interested in Eastern religion and philosophy would be unaware of this book.


The words of the Chinese sage Lao-tse are counted among the inexhaustible sources of eternal wisdom. In a language of incomparable imagery he speaks in his Tao Te King of the Tao, the divine origin of all existence, and its spiritual force in man. In radiantly clear aphorisms, like perfectly polished gemstones, the work portrays the deep affinity of man with the cosmos. It aims to lead him back to the original oneness with the Tao, and so into harmony with the all-embracing wholeness of existence, manifest as the unity of all beings.
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