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It follows from the foregoing that anything which dissociates a
suggestion from the herd will tend to ensure such a suggestion
being rejected. For example, an imperious command from an
individual known to be without authority is necessarily
disregarded, whereas the same person making the same suggestion in
an indirect way so as to link it up with the voice of the herd will
meet with success.













To believe must be an ineradicable natural bias of man, or in other
words an affirmation, positive or negative, is more readily
accepted than rejected, unless its source is definitely dissociated
from the herd.













Man’s resistiveness to certain suggestions, and especially to
experience, as is seen so well in his attitude to the new, becomes
therefore but another evidence of his suggestibility, since the new
has always to encounter the opposition of herd tradition.













In some such condition we still find the Central Australian native.
His whole life, to its minutest detail, is ordained for him by the
voice of the herd, and he must not, under the most dreadful
sanctions, step outside its elaborate order. It does not matter to
him that an infringement of the code under his very eyes is not
followed by judgment, for with tribal suggestion so compactly
organized, such cases are in fact no difficulty, and do not trouble
his belief, just as in more civilized countries apparent instances
of malignity in the reigning deity are not found to be inconsistent
with his benevolence.
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