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Introduction


With almost 1,25 million inhabitants Nizhny Novgorod is the fifth-largest city in Russia. From 1932-1990 the city was named Gorky, after the well-known author who was born there. The view of the confluence of the Oka and the Volga is breathtaking. There is probably no comparable European city in which one can enjoy such an unobstructed view to the horizon from the centre of the city. At this sight one gets a feeling for the Russian expanse and the size of this country. Nizhny is a large city due to the population, but rather a province, compared to the large metropolises of Moscow and St. Petersburg. This is also shown by the fact that Nizhny is poorly developed for tourism which is particularly problematic for foreigners without knowledge of Russian. This city guide is directed primarily, but of course not only, to people who travel to Nizhny Novgorod for a longer period of time. I lived in Nizhny from 2012 until 2016 and I would like to share my experiences with others, so that you also get to know and love this beautiful city.
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History of the City





	1221

	Founded by Yuri II (1189-1238), Grand Prince of Vladimir





	from 1392

	Part of the Grand Duchy of Moscow





	15th century

	Fortress in the fight against the Kazan Tartars





	17th century

	Center of resistance against Poland and Sweden





	1612

	Assembly of the People's Army under Minin and Pozharsky at the Kremlin, from where they made their way to Moscow to expel the Polish armies (great painting in the Art Museum)





	1781

	Nizhny gets its coat of arms. For more information, please visit:





	

	http://www.admgor.nnov.ru/en/nizhniy-novgorod/symbols/





	19th century

	Important trade center between Europe and Asia





	1817

	The exhibition will be moved from Makaryev to Nizhny





	1932- 1990

	The city was named "Gorky" after Maxim Gorky (1868-1936), who was born in Nizhny





	Time of the Soviet Union

	Development to the industrial center - important branches of industry, e.g. The automobile plant GAZ. Closed city - not available for foreigners, due to the armaments industry (nuclear submarines, combat aircraft and tanks)





	1991

	The city is again opened to foreigners.





	
today

	Nizhny is the capital of the same-named Oblast (Region). The governor is Valery Shantsev, the Mayor – Ivan Karnilin









Holidays and Celebrations





	January 1-5

	New Year Holidays





	January 6-7

	Orthodox Christmas
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