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"It has not always been so miserable with us when you see us on these paths today.


I am not yet used to stealing gifts from strangers.


He often reluctantly gives to get rid of the poor;


But I'm in dire need of talking. "


Geothe







The silence of the victims and perpetrators 1939 - 1945


It was no ordinary sleep in which Elisabeth now and then fell. Since her last birthday when she was just 93 years old.


On a beautiful Sunday the sun is shining, grandmother Elsa has set the coffee table. We sit comfortably at the table, talking about God and the world, laughing and being happy. From time to time we practice the word euro together.


Else was born in 1910 and it was hard for her to understand the meaning and the word euro after so many currency reforms. She was pleased that the ugly GDR money had disappeared and that there was again the DM. She was quite satisfied with that. Euro was for her eagle owl ... We laughed again about eagle owl ... that's how she pronounced euro, then her head fell stiffly for 10 minutes felt on her neck and with staring eyes she looked up to the ceiling. Monotone, with shaky and whiny


Voice called her: Günter, Günter, get up, come on, we have to go on, it's too cold ...! Shocked, I sat in my chair and silently watched this incident. Quickly, I got a slip of paper and pen and wrote everything on what she told.


I had to do that too, because if she was back to normal for a short time and asked me for a piece of cake, she did not want or could not remember it. But now we talked about Günter and about her escape in 1945 from Breslau. For the first time in her life, she talked about it. From the fact that she ran the largest butcher shop in Wroclaw until 1945, that despite the war they were doing very well. They provided all staff of the Nazis in the town, and the "Butcher of Wroclaw," Karl Hanke knew them personally. Until her well-guarded life took a drastic turn.


Then, in January 1945, they had to flee overnight, with the horse-drawn carriage, and then only the most necessary things, half a slaughtered pig, the sick grandfather, and the children. You did not think you would never see your beloved home again. The train of thousands of people began to move at minus 25 degrees, towards Dresden. Later, these refugees were given the name of "the mother's death march," and many children died on that march - bodies, including many infants, mostly starved or frozen, lined the roadside, had to be left in the ditch, and there was no other option To bury them, the ground was too hard due to the cold.


The hunger, the bitter cold and the efforts demanded sacrifices. So also the life of little Günter, whom she had to leave like many other mothers, after he had eaten a spoiled piece of horse meat. She never recovered from this trauma. Of course, she knew that she was both a culprit and a victim. Was that the reason to be silent for years? I asked myself this question for days after this conversation and the many who were to follow. Until my grandmother closed her eyes 10 years later at the age of 93 years . Since then , I have not let go of this topic of silence. What did the civilian population do and why always this silence?


Why this silence?


" We all knew it - who denies it - lies!"


Were they victims or perpetrators? I looked at many memorials of nationalism. These include the Obersalzberg in Bavaria, Auschwitz in Poland, KZ Buchenwald in Thuringia and Dachau, also in Bavaria. It is simply unbelievable that the ordinary civilian population and especially the surrounding residents really had no idea what was going on. Or did they have a clue and just looked away for self-protection.


Witnesses die, memories fade, evidence disappears or has been destroyed. Sometimes the surprise happens and you get an insight into the life of the then civilian population through a discount. Did you know about the mad destruction of human beings?


Because a lot of information simply does not fit together.


Victim or perpetrator in the period 1936 - 1945?


This question will probably never be clarified properly. Also why most victims or perpetrators have fallen into collective silence despite the terrible experiences of the Second World War. Surprising for me is the fact that usually only very few contemporary witnesses have spoken honestly about the destruction of human beings and about the cruel persecution of the Jews. So I started researching, talking to many contemporary witnesses, reading archives. So I found the records of Else and her two men,


Franz and Franz (1936 - 1945) and at the same time the notes from the everyday life of a civil servant in the middle service of a Bavarian small town (until 1943).


They, too, were living through a time that made suffering, hopeless, survival-struggling victims of a criminal regime out of young, lifelong and hopeful people.


Without losing any noteworthy facts about them in their letters and notes, one word worth mentioning each. Understanding this is not always easy. Considering that millions of people were killed around them .


At the same time lost in about 1000 concentration camps and very widely scattered subcamps in the Greater German Reich, this also included 7 extermination camps, millions of people their lives. There was forced labor, expulsion and famine.


But the civilian population closed their eyes and their ears, or was it the fear of losing their own lives. Read you now yourself what the population in 1939 - employed 1945th I have inserted the following original texts into the events of the pre-war period and the development on the battlegrounds of World War II.


The Bavarian official was a member of the NSDAP and SA member. (Names were removed), Else and Franz were not members of the NSDAP. Else was in the Reich Labor Service (RAD) active, while Franz was a member of the Reich Labor Front (RAF), the successor organization of the unions. Both had before 1939 sympathy for the values and ideals of the party, but reversed in the course of the war years in the opposite.


By design, I abstain from any assessment of events and situations.


Although we can comment on these to our current level of knowledge, we can not put ourselves in the "zeitgeist" and condemn it.


So z. For example, faithfulness, obedience, and sacrifice virtues that were taught and desired. Like many others, they belong to concepts that have lost relevance due to abuse in the Third Reich , or even after the war, or are even frowned upon as "un-words". The mentioned poems and lyrics are taken from the diary of Else, to give an impression of how perfidious psychological methods influenced the youth of that time with the ideas of the National Socialists and in the end was prepared for the fight against all non-Germans. The turn of the century generation in Germany and Austria grew up with the trauma of a lost war, experienced severe hardships, economic crisis, inflation, unemployment, radical changes in art and culture, as well as enormous technical progress. Upheavals in politics, loss of absolutist ruling systems, emergence of socialist and communist ideologies, as yet undefined understanding of democracy and parliamentarism.


A topic worthy of discussion would be racism and anti-Semitism. Both are still available in various forms worldwide.


Whether towards locals in the former colonies or minorities in today's democracies - greed, envy, fear, selfishness, recklessness, hatred and all human vices dominate and dominate over conscience and injustice. Thus, Indians were or are exterminated, Africans enslaved, Indians exploited, feared "Gypsies", Protestants expelled, "witches burned", Jews gassed and currently discriminated against Muslims or despised and so on. However, no people ever witnessed such a massive persecution, expulsion and annihilation of fellow citizens for racial, political, religious, psychological or physical reasons, as happened in the Third Reich. The then omnipresent propaganda, blame and hate speech in the (directed) media and at party events do not allow to have "nothing known".


Whether the consequences of it also became aware of the broad mass, but can probably be doubted. Although the fate of Franz and Else is in the context of world affairs, the personal life and experience of the two should be the focus - a microcosm with joys and sorrows in the universe of the greatest catastrophe of humanity.


Where most of the responsible people were just silent. Very few were convicted for their actions. Many went underground, fled to other countries, or became specialists in new governments, where they made steep careers again. This is all just incredible.




Witnesses


"As long as it was not your own family, we had no interest in it! It was only ...! "


"There was no public resistance at the time, you would not have dared to do that, we never dared to talk directly to people, to others, to neighbors, or anything like that, and you avoided any kind of eye contact when you were in the long queue for food decency.


We never talked to other children, my mother told me every day "just shut up." That had been drilled into me. "Never talk outside about what you hear in the house!" And at home, my father did not make a killer pit out of his heart.


He already said what was going on, what he thought about it and what he thought of what he read in the papers. Of course, my parents told me as little as possible, so I was not tempted to say anything, to babble. First and foremost, people feared that the Nazis could attach something to us and that my father would be picked up at night. The Gestapo always came around midnight, always at night, at night and in fog. Opposite was a woman with her daughter Anna. It was demented and one morning we heard in front of the school, how outside was a terrible tumult and someone cried terribly. We ran to the window, looked out and saw the woman down there. She stood outside and cried and screamed and my mother then ran down and she said that the SS had picked up her daughter in the middle of the night.


They would have come in and said, "Put Anna on, she has to get out of here." And then she said, "Why, why, then?" "Do not ask questions, put them on, we'll take her." And then Did they actually take them with them and then the woman asked my father, "Please look what happened to Anna."


And then my mother said, "He will try to do what he can do. " And at home my father said," I can not do that. If I went to the SS or the brown house and asked where Anna was going, I would not be back. So I can not ask. "She disappeared and a year later the woman got a message that she died of pneumonia".




Stew Sunday


"We had a one-pot Sunday every 4 weeks. One Sunday meant: There was no meat on the table, nor potatoes, nor vegetables. It was just cooked a stew. Pea soup, bean soup, barley soup, what you had. There was not much during the war anyway.


And on Sunday mornings the neighbor came over the garden fence to us in the garden, came to the terrace, where the kitchen ran out on it, opened the kitchen window and said "Heil Hitler. I just want to know if they really cook stew. "My mother was so scared. The impudence to come to our property to climb over the garden fence. We had stew, but that was impossible. She was a fanatic.


And I want to tell them honestly: Before my mother had an uncanny fear.


The money that was saved , should then in the winter help . And Winterhilfe meant: Armor for the soldiers, etc. So winter help was a farce. "




Jewry


" The Jews had to wear their Star of David on their jacket or coat on their arms. At school, I hardly saw a child, that there was still a Jew, because they were all gone. They were sometimes seen in the city with the yellow star, but they disappeared slowly but surely. Personally, I did not know any Jews.


It was after the war in 1945, this was the first time I had consciously seen a young Jewish girl. She and her father were found in a cave in Grafenberg just after the Americans arrived. They had been taken care of by a Benrather family. The Benrather family knew these Jews and they had been supplied with food for four years during that time. And they came out and they lived on the Erlanger Straße in the house next to us. Not for a long time. And this girl, I've never talked to her, I know she's in the US today, this girl was extremely weak and thin and petite, black hair, a very pretty girl.


And I've always been terribly sorry for them. If I imagined she was with her dad in this cave. All other siblings and their whole family had died in the concentration camp. The two were the only survivors. I would never have had the courage to talk to her. "




Pogrom


"That was maybe '39, maybe it was 1940, when the time for the Martin suit came again. We made our torches and then I said to my mother, "We can go to the Martinszug tonight," and then she said, "No, I do not want you to go to the Martinszug." And then my dad came home and then we said, "Why not?" "Ask the Josef." My brother Josef was 6 years older than me and he told us that he joined the 1938 Martinszug. Suddenly he heard the clinking of the crystal and terrible shouts and terrible noises, and then it came closer, and then he realized there were people pushing in and smashing in the windows.


And then I said, "What was going on, why did not the police do anything about it?" And then he said, "That was the authority that did that.


The police were there, but they did not object. The SS and the SA in uniform have smashed these windows . Anyway, he said that the windows were shattered in the shops. The things from the shops were thrown into the street. They threw things out of the apartments, thrown them into the street, crockery, porcelain, glass, lamps, laundry. The things were all burned.


My brother, when he talked about it, was still shaken, it had been terrible, and then I said, "Did not anyone do anything, why did not anyone help people there?" "There was a younger man," he said, "obviously not a Jew. He said to the SA man or SS man who was about to throw something on the fire, "why are they doing that? Leave it. "


" And they totally beat that up. And he had nothing to do with it, he just wanted to try to help people.


There was a mass of SS and SA who were all there, laughing, of course, the Jews who were standing there weeping and screaming and so on. "


And in our newspapers, when they talked about it, it was all the fault of the Jews . "




forced laborers


"Yes, that is a very sad chapter. In the company I was working in, there were people who had to work for us. They were Russians, Frenchmen, as far as I know. They got very little food. They were beaten , they were harassed. And they did not come in contact with Germans at all.


It was strictly forbidden to speak to anyone who has ever seen someone in the yard. Just do not appeal. Later, they leaked out that they had little to eat, that they were often hungry. So it was a very horrible situation


"Oh, I saw a lot of forced laborers. These were always black bundles of clothes for us .


Most were Polish or Russian women or men.


The foreigners who were here were used outside to heavy work. For example, if we had a big alarm in Dusseldorf, then they were the first to be brought by truck and then immediately started to keep up the roads, replace the rails, the trams that had toppled over became then Raised as soon as possible. So they had to work incredibly hard.


I'm sure that not all to have got much food. Once I went to the village with my mother for shopping. Before, she told me that we have almost nothing on our branded card, we have to see if we get anything. Then we went to the village, Benrodestrasse down and suddenly there was a whole group of foreigners, foreign forced laborers, before us and then I realized that my mother rummaged in her bag and then suddenly fluttered something on the floor. And then I said, "You've lost something". "Oh, do not say anything, just keep going." And then I asked afterwards, "What did you do?" And then she said, "Oh, I just dropped a bread coupon."


And then I said, "Why, why?


We do not have anything ourselves. "And then she said," Yes, but they have even less. "


I personally experienced it with a relative where a young Russian girl worked, who had 4 or 5 children, so she had to work in the household . Since I have experienced myself, even though they were my relatives that they were still not particularly well treated. and at night, in the evening, she was often picked up by the SS and then it was morning brought back.


school


was from the school My class teacher came to class in the BDM uniform as a teacher's guide We got up, we had to say "Heil Hitler", we sang the Horst Wessel song when the school started and with "Heil Hitler" we did it


It


was a different subject from the school, we had to attend the BDM and it was also expected that whenever there was something going on at the "Brown House" in Benrath we had to go there at least every week once to "brew NEN HOUSE "to meet us there to get together.


It was all arranged according to school and on the contrary I can still remember something where I did not want to participate, because my dad did not want that. And then my grades were lowered.


And my dad got very angry "Yeah, why did not you pay attention? Why did not you do that? "And then it turned out that my homeroom teacher just lowered my grades because I did not attend the BDM.


It has happened again and again that students have been spied on by the teachers through questions like


"Yes, what do you say about the Jewish question?"


And then a student said: "Yes, I think the Jews are German too." "Oh really, what does your father say about that?" "Yes my father thinks the same." And then the father was picked up at night by the Gestapo and never met again.


Our teaching changed slowly but surely during this time. Everything we learned was influenced by it.


In all subjects, perhaps not in mathematics or anything like that, but above all in German and history everything was geared to the Nazi idea.


So we were totally infiltrated with these ideas. "


Source: Initiativkreis "Youth in Benrath" eV




The year 1936


What happened in the world




February:




	In Garmisch-Partenkirchen, the Winter Olympics will be held. Norway wins with 17 medals, Austria is in 6th place with 4 medals, German Empire with 6 medals in 2nd place.





March:




	The huge airship "LZ 129 Hindenburg" (245 m long) makes its first trip.


	Germany announces the "Locarno Pact", with which 1925 the admission of Germany into the League of Nations was agreed.


	In the Reichstag elections, the NSDAP receives 99% of the vote and already had 5.3 million members.





April:




	Rudolf Carraciola wins the Grand Prix of Monte Carlo on Mercedes-Benz.


	
The only 16-year-old Faruq becomes new king of Egypt after his father Fuad.





May:




	Italian troops conquer Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia.


	At the end of May, there are about 1.5 million unemployed in Germany (in 1933 there were still 6.0 million!).





June:




	Max Schmeling defeats Joe Louis in New York through knockout in the 12th round.





July:




	In Frankfurt, the Rhine-Main Airport is opened.


	In Spain, the civil war begins after a military coup under the fascist general Francisco Franco (lasts until 1939).


	France introduces the right to vote and stand for women.





August:




	The XI. Summer Olympics take place in Berlin. Most medals - a total of 89 - wins the German Reich. Austria in 11th place wins 13 medals.


	In Greece, there is a military dictatorship under General Joannis Metaxas.


	In Germany, the period of military service is extended from one to two years.





September:




	VIII. Reich Party Rally of the NSDAP. Hitler propagates the fight against the Soviet Union.





October:




	Troops of the Madrid Popular Front (Socialists) form an autonomous government in Spain.


	Storms with wind force 11 to 12 severely damage the German North Sea coast.


	In the Soviet Union begins the Trotskyite trial of former fellow fighter Josef Stalin. Out of 66 defendants, 50 were sentenced to death, effectively destroying the entire leadership of the October Revolution.


	Germany agrees with Italy on common foreign policy (Berlin-Rome axis).


	The republican government in Madrid brings 500 t of gold (2/3 of the national bank reserves) to Odessa to receive support from Stalin in the civil war against the nationalists under Franco.





November:




	Franklin D. Roosevelt again wins the US presidential election.


	Germany and Italy recognize the Spanish Franco regime as official government.


	Germany and Japan join forces against the Soviet Union in the "Anti-Comintern Pact".





December:




	The membership in the Hitler Youth (HJ) is mandatory for boys from the age of 10 years.


	The British King Eduard VIII renounces the throne for love and marries the American Valais Simpson.


	The German Catholic bishops declare their support for Hitler's fight against communism.










Else at the Reich Labor Service (RAD)


Else ended her employment at the Stadtbauamt Weimar on February 29, 1936, and on March 1, 1936, at the age of twenty-two, began her voluntary service to the Reich Labor Service. How far this voluntariness results from the educational ideal of her father, we can not judge. It can be assumed, however, that National Socialist ideology has shaped the basic attitude of the family since the very beginning. This is also expressed through texts and songs that Else noted in her diaries.


"We want in our days.


We dare to say goodbye


Forget it's doing.


We want to plague ourselves


Ask for work,


Where is which? "







A day at the work service


Daily schedule:


6:00 wake up


6:05 - 6:20 morning exercise


6:22 - 7:00 Washing - bed construction


7:00 flag


7:10 - 8:00 Breakfast - singing


8:05 - 14:00 practice work


14:00 - 15:30 lunch - free time


15:30 - 16:00 Coffee drinking


16:00 - 18:00 Training - Sports


18:00 - 20:00 dinner - closing time


20:10 flag


"In addition to the camp work, we work with farmers and families in need of help.3 weeks I had kitchen duty and 3 weeks of social assistance.The work was a lot of fun.With the 3 weeks of social assistance, I worked with a sick lady.







Wolmirsleben near Magdeburg


The first use


"A small town near Magdeburg, plain as far as you can see, surrounded by a huge park with a lake, the former manor house.


From afar the flag greets!


Greet the flag, greet the signs,


Greet the leader who created her.


Greet all who died for her,


Faithfully follow their call.


Day and night are all enemies


Let's be the flag guardian,


Whether we win - whether we fall,


Our flag stay in!


A happy life reigns in the camp. 30 girls from all areas and circles are here to do ½ year voluntary service for the German people.


God bless the work and our beginning!


God bless the leader and this time!


Stand by to win land


Serving Germany with all our senses,


Get ready at any hour!


"God bless the work and all our wrestling!


God, bless the spades with a sheen!


Work of our hands, let it succeed;


because every groundbreaking ceremony we do


Should be a prayer for Germany!







In October 1937 Else resumed work at District VI.


Christmas was coming. Else's father had prepared a surprise for his family.


"He invited 12 Austrian legionnaires, who had long had to leave their homeland and found accommodation and work here in Weimar, to be our guests for Christmas." It was a wonderful Christmas day, the Austrians felt well and they had nice hours They talked about their homeland, about high mountains and beautiful landscapes, they sang their folk songs and yodels, on New Year's Eve everybody came back and it was nice time again, all the strange things I heard there woke me up I wish to get to know Austria only once.









The year 1937


What happened in the world


January:




	Hitler announces the unilateral cancellation of the Treaty of Versailles.





February:




	Turkey is committed to secularism after constitutional amendment





March:




	Mexico nationalizes foreign oil companies.


	Pope Pius XI. issues the encyclical "Burning Concern".





April:




	German stukas (dive bombers) are instrumental in the destruction of the Basque city of Guernica , where the Popular Front government is based.


	At a meeting with Mussolini Goering explains the abandonment of South Tyrol.


	San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge will be open for traffic after four years of construction.





May:




	The German airship "Hindenburg" explodes on landing in Lakehurst (News Jersey). 36 out of 97 inmates die.


	In London, George VI. crowned King of Great Britain.


	In Florida, John D. Rockefeller, the richest man in the world, dies at the age of 97.


	The Conservative AN Chamberlain becomes new British Prime Minister.





July:




	The "incident at the Marco Polo Bridge" in Beijing triggers the Second Japanese-Chinese War (1937-39).


	The " Saadabad Agreement" is concluded between Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan, in which a coordinated approach to the fight against the Kurds is agreed.


	The traveling exhibition "Degenerate Art" opens in Munich.


	The construction of the concentration camp in Buchenwald begins.


	The Russian Interior Ministry (NKVD) issues Order No. 00439, which will result in more than 40,000 German-born employees of armaments and transport companies being sentenced to death in the coming years.


	
As a result of the Order No. 00447 of the NKVD over 400,000 kulaks (large farmers) will be sentenced to death and executed in the next two years.





August:




	The NKVD's Order No. 00485 will give rise to more than 100,000 people of Polish descent over the next two years.


	China and the USSR conclude a non-aggression pact.





September:




	In Germany a total of 1,450 km of motorway are in operation.


	A severe typhoon costs more than 100,000 lives in Hong Kong and the surrounding mainland.


	In Nuremberg, the IX. Nazi Party held.


	In Vienna, the rotunda burned down (built in 1873).


	In the Dominican Republic more than 20,000 dark-skinned people are killed if they can not pronounce the word " perejil " (parsley) properly and are thus considered as strangers.


	On a section of motorway near Frankfurt, Bernd Rosemeyer reaches a speed of 440 km / h with a car Union car.





November:




	
In Berlin, the first helicopter is presented.


	Italy joins the " Anti-Comintern pact" between Germany and Japan.


	Goebbels opens the propaganda exhibition "The Eternal Jew" in Munich.


	Japanese troops conquer Shanghai.


	In Germany, foot-and-mouth disease is rampant. The Berliner Konrad Zuse invents the first program-controlled computer in the world.





December:




	Japan recognizes the Franco regime.


	Italy leaves the League of Nations.





Appeal of the Reich Labor Service in Nuremberg 1937


"... we want to dedicate our life to the leader"







Nuremberg 1937


Fahnenhissung at Zeppelinfeld


"In our spades we carry


Shine the faith of our time.


We are soldiers who do not ask


We are always ready to serve.


What we learned in service and duty,


That 's we do not forget.


Our life should be a great work service for Germany.


We want to consecrate our whole life to the leader.


We serve God by serving our people in this world,


In which the fate and the leader put us as Germans.


What we learned in service and duty.


We do not forget that.


Our whole life should be a great work service for Germany,


We want to consecrate our life to the leader. "









The year 1938


What happened in the world


January:




	In Germany, the legal driving requirement comes into force.


	Jews in the German Reich are forbidden to operate retail and craft businesses.


	In Germany, Jews are forced to choose their first or second name from a limited number of "typically Jewish" names and surnames.


	Rapid Wien wins the DFB Cup after a 3-1 victory against FSV Frankfurt.


	Rudolf Caracciola achieves a new speed record on a normal street with a Mercedes-Benz - 432.692 km / h.


	On the same day Bernd Rosemeyer dies fatally in a new record attempt with a car Union racing car.





February:




	The last meeting of the German Reich government takes place. After that, the Cabinet will never meet again in the Third Reich.


	The Austrian Chancellor Schuschnigg meets Hitler and defies its demands ("red-white-red to the death").


	Italy, Great Britain and France refuse aid for Schuschnigg.





March:




	Schuschnigg initiates a referendum in Austria on the continuation of the autonomy of Austria. Hitler gives ultimatum. Schuschnigg steps back.


	On March 12, 1938, German troops marched into Austria.


	The following day, the Austrian Chancellor Dr. Ing. Arthur Seyss-Inquart and the German Chancellor Adolf Hitler together the "Reunification Act".


	Field Marshal Hermann Göring holds a propaganda speech about the future of Austria in Vienna.


	The Catholic bishops of Austria call in a pastoral letter to vote for the connection to the German Reich.





April:




	
In Switzerland, the instant coffee " Nescafé " is sold for the first time .


	Hitler opens the construction of a motorway between Vienna and Salzburg.


	99.7% of voters in Austria vote for the connection.





May:




	In Czechoslovakia, there are clashes between the Czech authorities and the German population.


	Hitler lays the foundations for the VW factory in Wolfsburg.





June:




	At the age of 82, the psychologist Sigmund Freud leaves Vienna and emigrates to London.


	In Paris, defending champion Italy will be crowned world champion for the second time by a 4-2 victory over Hungary.


	In a world championship fight Joe Louis beats his challenger Max Schmeling already in the first round KO





July:




	At a conference in Evian , 32 nations refuse to accept Jewish refugees from Austria and Germany in greater numbers.


	
Heinrich Harrer succeeds in the first ascent of the Eiger north face.


	All Jewish doctors lose their license and can no longer work as licensed doctors.





August:




	Childlessness is a divorce reason in Germany according to a new marriage law.


	The British luxury liner "Queen Mary" wins the "Blue Ribbon" for the fastest Atlantic crossing.





September:




	Italy prohibits the resettlement of Jews.


	At the famous Munich conference, a compromise will be reached at the end of September. It was agreed that all areas in Czechoslovakia must be ceded with more than 50% Germans.


	600 fatalities prompt a hurricane on Long Island (NY).





October:




	The British House of Commons and the French National Assembly approve the Munich Agreement by a large majority.


	On October 1, 1938, the Wehrmacht invaded the Sudeten area. As a result, the President of the Czechoslovak Republic, Edvard Benesch, fled to London.


	
Slovakia receives the autonomy promised in 1918.


	The American Chester Carlson succeeds in the first photocopy.


	The broadcast of the radio drama "Invasion of Mars" by Orson Welles triggers a mass panic in New Jersey.





November:




	In Paris, the 17-year-old Herschel Grynszpan shoots the German Legation Secretary Ernst von Rath. In the following "Reichskristallnacht" there is a pogrom against the Jewish population throughout Germany.





December:




	Foreign Minister Ribbentrop signed a nonaggression pact between the German Reich and France in Paris.


	3,000 km of the Reichsautobahn network are ready.


	For the birth of four children, German women receive the mother's cross. The chemist Otto Hahn succeeds in Berlin for the first time an experimental proof for the nuclear fission.










Else


Already 3 months after the Anschluss of Austria Else's most eager wish came true - she was commanded to build-up Austria!


"On 17.6.1938 I registered with the construction staff in Vienna and soon I had settled in and got involved.


The comrades were extremely nice. In my spare time I got to know a lot of the big, much-touted city on the Danube.


But as always, soon it was time to say goodbye. Exactly 4 weeks I had spent in Vienna. During this time a big advertising evening with General Dr. Decker and Seys-Inquart , organized by the district school Groß- Sedlitz , witnessed. "


"Since 14.7.1938 I am now in the southernmost city of Greater Germany - in Klagenfurt in Carinthia."


And here in Carinthia, the fate of Else promoted to the girl-guide was to decide for her future life.









The beginning of the war in 1939


What happened in the world


February:




	Pope Pius XI. dies in Rome.


	In Germany, the compulsory labor service is introduced.


	Hungary joins the Anti-Comintern Pact .


	The civil war in Spain is over. The Franco state is recognized by the Western powers.





March:




	Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli , named Pius XII. is elected in Rome to the new pope.


	The Slovak President Tiso announces the independence of Slovakia.


	German troops march into Bohemia and Moravia.


	Hungarian troops begin the annexation of Carpatho -Ukraine.


	
Hitler announces a proclamation on the establishment of the "Reich Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia".


	Between Germany and Slovakia, a contract for a "protection relationship" is concluded.


	Great Britain and France agree on common resistance against any further aggression policy of the German Reich.


	The British Government gives Poland a guarantee against aggressive actions by another country.





April:




	Generalissimo Francesco Franco announces the victory of nationalists in the Spanish Civil War. His dictatorship continues until 1975.


	Italy attacks Albania and annexes it after the king's flight.


	The eight former federal states of Austria are transformed by law in Reichsgauen.





May:




	The Empire State Building in New York is officially opened.


	Spain is leaving the League of Nations.


	France concludes a secret assistance pact with Poland.


	
Denmark and the German Reich conclude a non-aggression pact.





June:




	The German Reich concludes nonaggression agreements with Estonia and Latvia.


	The country name of "Siam" is changed to "Thailand".


	The first regular passenger air traffic between Europe and the USA is established.


	France and Britain agree with the Soviet Union on a support pact.


	At the broadcasting exhibition in Berlin, the standard television set E1 will be presented in the size of a radio.





August:




	Signing of a trade and credit agreement between the German Reich and the Soviet Union.


	The Reich government and the Soviet government conclude a non-aggression pact.


	The UK and Poland are signing a support pact against a possible German attack.


	Poland orders general mobilization.





September:




	September 1, 1939 - the German Wehrmacht invades Poland without declaration of war.


	
Introduction of food ration cards in Germany


	Britain and France declare war on the German Reich.


	The Commonwealth countries join the declaration of war.


	French troops enter the Saarland.


	On September 27, 1939, the Polish troops capitulate


	German-Russian Border and Friendship Pact signed.


	In the west of Europe, the enemy armies are at gunpoint with rifles. There are reconnaissance companies and artillery duels. But that's all.


	A Polish government in exile in France is recognized by the Western powers.





October:




	In a speech to the Reichstag Hitler offers a peace to the Western powers, which is rejected.





November:




	Hitler escapes a bomb attack in Bürgerbräukeller in Munich.


	Soviet bombers bomb Helsinki and the Red Army attacks.


	
The Soviet Union is expelled from the League of Nations because of the attack on Finland. The US explains a "moral embargo".


	7.8 magnitude earthquake in Turkey with about 30,000 dead












The world before the World War


1939 - The last year of peace




	Europe's hegemony ranged from Canada, almost all of Africa to Australia and the Pacific Islands.


	The main share was the British possessions. Britain dominated the world's largest world trade fleet (26% share) and was the world's largest economic powerhouse (14% share). After the war, the British overseas ownership was largely lost. The colonies became independent, but remained mostly in the Federation of the Commonwealth.


	The supremacy of Britain in world trade and the world merchant fleet was lost to the US.


	France was mainly present in Africa and Indo-China in 1939, but lost its possessions after World War II in long, bloody wars, with a focus on Indochina and Algeria.


	Of the smaller colonial states, the Netherlands with holdings in the Malaysian archipelago and South America, Belgium with the Congo and Italy with Libya, Ethiopia and Somalia of importance. These possessions were lost after the war.


	
Germany had already lost all colonies after the First World War and was therefore cut off from all cheap raw material sources. Nevertheless, in 1938/39 Germany was third behind the United Kingdom and the United States, accounting for 9.4% of the total value of world trade. With a share of 6.5% in the world merchant fleet, Germany ranked fourth behind Great Britain, the USA and Japan.


	The Soviet Union had no colonies in 1939 and was able to provide itself from its own resources. The rise of the Soviet Union to a world power began only with the victory over Nazi Germany in 1945.












Beginning of the 2nd World War


What happened in Germany:


"And the German people rejoice, in all the churches the bells ring for a whole hour and all the houses are flagged for several days."




	About 80% of the German population own a radio. Hitler decrees that during the transmission of his speeches, in inns and bars, a ban on alcohol, so as not to disturb the listening.


	The euthanasia law is secretly proclaimed on the basis of 1933.


	Doctors, who were also National Socialists, were allowed to breed and to kill the Aryan race on their own initiative. They saw it as their duty to liberate themselves and the German people from defective people and from this ballast in order to get rid of disabled people. "Euthanasia Command". These doctors no longer allowed an unlucky life from now on.


	The Reich Citizenship Act for the approval of Jewish pharmacists, dentists and veterinarians expires.


	
The postal service will be opened in all post offices of the German Reich.


	Youth is committed to the HJ.


	For women between 18 and 25, the half-year Reichsarbeitsdient becomes mandatory.


	A. Hitler announces in the Reichstag with a speech, in the case of a new world war, to carry out the destruction of the Jewish race in completely Europe.


	Unprofitable trading companies are closed. Introduction of ordinary accounts.


	Entry into force of the Customs Act.


	Rent protection for Jews is canceled. Leaving the houses and relocating to central houses, inhabited only by Jewish people, is arranged.


	Name change for Jews takes place. Adoption of the first name Israel (male) or Sahra (female).


	Hans Globke , commentator and pioneer of the Nuremberg Race Laws, publishes the document "Identification of the Jews".


	Various taxes are increased and the German Reichsbank is subordinated to A. Hitler.


	
Food cards are introduced: Reichsbrotkarte - Reichsfleischkarte - Reichsfettkarte - Reichmilchkarte - Reichskarte for jam.


	Coupons for cigarettes, clothing, coal u. v. m.


	Introduction of motor insurance.


	The German Reichsbahn we subordinate A. Hitler.





" And the German people rejoice!


Else in Carinthia


A guide meeting of the RAD


Field Champion Franz T.


Else is stationed at camp 9/221 in Kirchbach / Gail Tal, arrives at 6/221 Obermillstatt , 5/221 Bleiburg , 12/221 Miklauzholz , Moosburg, Himmelberg, Hirschenau ,


Arriach and made trips to the Carinthian countryside.


"Saturday, February 25, 1939 - the participants in a RAD (Maiden) Leaders 'Meeting are gathered in the newly established Group 361 RAD (Men) Leaders' Fair in Klagenfurt."


Let's read what she wrote down in her diary!


"You meet all the old acquaintances, only one field master is unknown to me and he just comes to our table with his department leader, Ofm . (Anm .: Oberfeldmeister) Souchernik Today he has a day of honor - to the Feldmeister he was promoted.


Feldmeister Franz T.! With what politeness and how chivalrous he behaved to me all evening. Only too fast is our time around. Feldmeister T. accompanies me home in the car.


The next days bring a lot of work again, from time to time I think of the young Feldmeister.


Wednesday, March 8th. Groups 221 and 361 have company community evenings. Before that I have to go to the session of the Reich Propaganda Agency, because I can not send any representation. Feldmeister T. was present as a substitute for group 361.


I am glad to see him again. At the end, he joins the group to report to the labor leader and stays for the group evening. It is really nice among the comrades. It is sung, played music and also danced. Feldmeister T. is so withdrawn. Several times we dance together and then he brings me home. We talk for a long time and when we say goodbye we clap our hands firmly: for a good camaraderie!


Three days later, on March 11, I drive via Weimar to Berlin for the Reich School. We write during my absence. In simple words, how our experiences in ministry portray. I always enjoy it when a letter comes from my comrade. "


She has left no comment on all events that moved the world outside of Carinthia.


Did not she know?


Or was she completely focused on her role in the RAD and her relationship with Franz? Was there any discussion about the political development? Was it referred to during the lessons? Unfortunately we do not know it.


" With what joy I drive back to Klagenfurt on April 27. When I arrive on the afternoon of the 28th, I can not rest easy to speak to my comrades, which joy speaks from his words and even when I agree, on Saturday with him I am also looking forward to seeing you again, there is a lot to tell about what everyone has experienced over the weeks, so many are following this one evening, how nice are our little evening walks to Lake Wörthersee, often sitting outside in Maria Loretto and We admire the splendid play of colors or we go dinner together in a small garden restaurant.The whole day we are both looking forward to the evening.The days pass sometimes so fast, since we spend our free time together.Franz has become a dear comrade to me. I can not think of a comrade who is so modest and withdrawn and as attentive and accommodating as Franz is, I'm almost scared comradeship can be torn apart by something. Commands and transfers are commonplace in the RAD. Now we spend our free Sundays together. We are always outside in the open air, in the forest or at the lake. We enjoy each little plant, every little animal. Franz knows how to explain everything so nicely. Franz has a high level of ability. Sunday, May 21, we run from Klagenfurt 2 hours to Maria Saal. After our service, running is doing so well. In Maria Saal we look at the old church, go through the small town and return in the evening to Klagenfurt. "


In a side show .


Another Franz!


In Vienna, Franz H. was registered as a conscript and received the military passport. At the same time as the Wehrstammbuch the wehrpass was created. Three weeks later Franz H., after passing the exam, receives the driver's license with the permission to drive a motor vehicle driven by a class three-four combustion engine.


And again, three weeks later, Franz H. was conscripted in the Wehrbezirks-Kommando Wien I at the muster and was classified as a "limited fit" "garrison-usable homeland" ( GvH ) for spare reserve II.
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