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FOREWORD / VORWORT


An extraordinary art form, so to speak a genre of its own, has developed around the skull: Skull art - „Skull‘n‘Art“. Whether with brush strokes on canvas, models with impressive details or pixels on the computer screen, every masterpiece of the great artists in this book deserves to be admired.


A testimony that death is not the end. The art begins with the end. In this book, I show the indestructible perfection symbolized by the skull, and how this element, which is also a part of us all, offers artists from all over the world a creative wealth of possibilities for implementation.


With this little foreword I would like to thank all artists, without whom this project would not have been possible. Skull‘n‘Art does not belong to the dark or to a feeling - Skull‘n‘Art is art, and it belongs to us.


Eine außerordentliche Kunstform, ja quasi ein eigenes Genre, hat sich um den Totenkopf entwickelt: Totenkopfkunst – „Skull‘n‘Art“. Ob mit Pinselstrichen auf Leinwand, Modellierungen mit beeindruckender Detailtreue oder Pixel am Computerbildschirm, jedes Meisterwerk der großartigen Künstler in diesem Buch verdient es, bewundert zu werden.


Ein Zeugnis dafür, dass der Tod nicht das Ende ist. Die Kunst beginnt mit dem Ende. In diesem Buch zeige ich die unabstreitbare Vollkommenheit, die der Totenkopf symbolisiert, und wie dieses Element, welches zugleich ein Teil von uns allen ist, Künstler aus der ganzen Welt zu einer kreativen Fülle an Umsetzungsmöglichkeiten inspiriert.


Mit diesem kleinen Vorwort möchte ich vor allem allen Künstlern danken, ohne die dieses Projekt nicht möglich gewesen wäre. Totenkopfkunst gehört nicht der Dunkelheit oder einem Gefühl an – Totenkopfkunst ist Kunst, und sie gehört uns.
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ABOUT MORBID CURIOSITY


AND THE  BEAUTY  OF LIFE


There is something special about skulls, something as trivial as it is elemantal. It seems almost impossible to look at a skull without understanding its basic meaning. It speaks to us in a very fundamental way, from which you can hardly withdraw.


But why are we so interested in skeletons and more specifically in skulls? What is the connection between our biological apparatus and art?


To put a skeleton or its reproduction in front of our eyes stimulates our imagination, as it seems to reveal how the mechanism of life itself works.


In particular, the skull is often perceived as a vessel in which the living spirit is contained, even after its carnal shell has long since fallen victim to its natural decay.


The biological mechanism which we can see when skin and flesh are torn open to leave the skeleton to our sight inspired both. a great number of scientists and philosophers alike, to think about what else might be there. To study anatomy and to understand the inner mechanisms has always been associated with the intention: Know yourself. Gnothi seauton!


In conclusion, skulls have always been an important motive in art. They are the most obvious memento mori or vanitas symbols for the ephemeral nature of life. Skulls are the embodiment of death and passing time, lost know ledge, decay and a constant reminder to moral behavior.


But in spite of its obviousness or maybe specifically because of it, skulls in a variety of forms have managed to get into our everyday lives, because of which they completely lost their meaning.


While the motive is generally still associated with people with an unhealthy interest in death and violence, skulls have also found their way into a more generally accepted kind of decoration where they have become a mere ornament, completely separated from their primordial symbolism.
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