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Plate 1: The Dzekilna Area






[image: ]


Fig. 1: A view over the Bolonchen Hills district, the setting for the Dzekilna area.





Introduction


After The Long Silence came to life in 2011 and The Long Silence (2) was published in 2016, this volume is the third one in a row, which was never planned as a series. When I started my investigation for The Long Silence in 2002, my intention was to have a closer look into relatively unknown areas of the archaeological Puuc region, away from the big and well-known Maya cities that attract so many tourists. I simply wanted to know what else was hidden for the ordinary eye in the forests of the Yucatecan peninsula with the challenge to get a better overview of the ancient Puuc culture.


As a journalist I was trained to look behind the curtain and to “dig” deeper into the unknown. In general, journalists can not be specialists in every field they write about, but in this case I was relatively prepared by the experience of a then almost 25 years long acquaintanceship with the ancient Maya. Since 1978, the year of my first encounter with Maya ruins, I have visited several hundreds of sites, many of them off the beaten track, mostly in the Puuc region, and I have published dozens of articles in the specialized magazine Mexicon, where I serve as co-editor since 1990. Furthermore I have read most of the available archaeological reports written by scientists about the Puuc culture and had sharpened my eye as a guest on archaeological excavation projects. Therefore, I was not a complete newcomer into the field. At the time when I started my surveys I could only relay on two comparable projects done before in the Puuc: one by Nicholas Dunning in the 1980s (Dunning 1992), the other one published by the French Mission (Michelet et al. 2000). And, of course, there where the important accounts of earlier explorers and scientists like John Lloyd Stephens, Teobert Maler, Edward Thompson, or Harry Pollock, who had set the base.


I had no idea where my first project –to investigate a 100 square kilometer area of forest with only one (at that time unpaved) road penetrating the grid- would lead me to. At the end, after seven years searching the area around the tiny village of Chunhuaymil in the northeastern part of the Mexican state of Campeche –often cutting my way with a machete through the thick vegetation- I had found within the given grid, and with the invaluable help of Honorio Cetz and other people from that area, 19 Puuc sites, eight of them unreported before. What I did always was only a survey on the surface to record still standing Maya architecture.


While processing the data for The Long Silence, I recognized that my first 100 square kilometer grid was not large enough to establish conclusions halfway representative for the Puuc zone. Therefore I selected and worked another area with the same scale directly south, where I was able to document 14 sites, nine unrecorded before. In The Long Silence (2) I compared the results from both projects and found out that the observed pattern from the first grid repeated itself in the chosen second area. But, unfortunately, in both grids I had to face the same problem; in particular that the largest sites happened to lay at the edge of the before defined areas.


Therefore, I decided to select the next grid I wanted to investigate, in a way that a major site (Dzekilna) should be in the center of the defined borders. This is why the area for The Long Silence (3) is not a strict continuation of the first grid towards the north, but is shifted several kilometers to the northwest. Also it is smaller (80 square kilometers), given that my goal was mainly to document a mayor site and its assumed urban catchment area. Therefore, I designed my grid in a way that it does not include much of the supposed hinterland of other big sites surrounding Dzekilna. My presumption is that probably all major sites in the Puuc have, as I call it, next to some satellites a ring of dependent communities around them, with the objective to control areas under cultivation for safeguarding the needs of their people and also to mark their territories.


The geographical limits of the selected grid are the following: The northeastern corner is defined by the modern stone arch along Highway 261, a monument for the borderline between the Mexican states of Yucatán and Campeche, although this point corresponds only very approximately to the current demarcation. From the arch an imaginary line was drawn 11 kilometers to the west, and another one 7.25 kilometers to the south. The total area of 80 square kilometers results from the two given axises. According to actual INEGI maps, the borderline between Yucatán and Campeche zig zags through the investigated area. It is crossing the Dzekilna site and divides this archaeological zone in two almost equal-sized halves. Apart from this, from the 16 ancient settlements registered, only Kanana and El Pequeño belong to Campeche.


Highway 261, which connects the large villages of Santa Elena (Yucatán) in the north and Bolonchen (Campeche) in the south, runs from the northeast corner of the studied area in a general south to southwest direction, while a portion of the paved road branching off Highway 261 west toward Xculoc bisects the extreme southwest corner. From the latter road, at the level of the village of San Antonio Yaxché, an extreme rocky road leads north and reaches Dzekilna. This was, for centuries, the old connection between Santa Elena and Bolonchén. Another hardly passable rocky road crosses the selected grid in its westernmost part from north to south, with a death-end branch going northeast to the Yucatan border.


The investigated area is part of the Puuc, a distinct physiographic zone of the Yucatan peninsula. William Ringle and colleagues (2021) describe it as follows: The Puuc’s “northern limit is marked by a low escarpment known as the Sierrita de Ticul, a ridge of hills rarely more than 110 to 120 meters above the plains to the north. To the south of the escarpment is an uplifted wedge of rolling terrain. Often the swales between higher ground are filled with soil, resulting in the formation of flats (or planadas) of relatively deep soils that are today favored for agriculture. This zone widens from east to west and is known as the Valle de Santa Elena, after the largest town within it. [...] Finally, a dense zone of kegelkarst or conekarst hills, known as the Distrito de Bolonchen, lies to the south of the Santa Elena Valley. Thousands of such hills divide the landscape, although they hardly ever rise more than 90 meters above the surrounding terrain.”


The investigated zone for The Long Silence (3) is in the Bolonchen district, with most of its sites mainly situated in small and mid-sized valleys distributed between the hills. According to Nicholas Dunning (personal communication 2020) the soils in the area are of good quality. One notable characteristic of the Puuc region is a lack of surface water; therefore, a permanent large occupation was only possible by the invention of underground cisterns (chultunes) that held rain water during the extensive dry season.
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Fig. 2: Flora and fauna in the investigated area: Pich tree (top), tortoise and iguana.





Like my first books about the subject, this work is not meant to be an introduction to ancient Maya Puuc culture. It only presents the results of a defined investigated area and its ruins. For general remarks about Puuc styles and the environment of the region presented, the reader is referred to Andrews (1985, 1986, 1995), Dunning (1992), Gendrop (1983), Merk (2016), or Pollock 1980, among others. The architectural classification of structures here used follows the standards set by George F. Andrews (1986). Whenever the term Puuc is mentioned in this book, it is always Eastern Puuc.


For The Long Silence 3 I partly changed the work pattern. Contrary to the first two volumes, it does not provide GPS data for sites and structures. I am reacting thereby to the critique of not protecting enough the monuments found at a site by giving away exact locations. Exclusively in the cases of the Dzekilna and Maler-Dsancab sites I not only collected data about standing architecture, but also roughly measured platforms and all stone mounds indicating completely fallen structures with no visible architecture at all. For that I estimated the height of those stone mounds and calculated their length, sometimes with GPS points, sometimes with tape, or by step measurements, and I inspected carefully the debris for specially cut stones, like vault stones or decorated facade stones. Without the possibility of excavating I had to work with standardized sizes to come to conclusions of how many rooms could be hidden in each stone mound. I assumed per room an average width of four to 4.5 meters and a length of five to six meters, including walls. I did this to get a better overview of Dzekilna’s and Maler-Dsancab’s layout and to produce a rough map of those sites. This turned out to be a really complicated and time consuming endeavor for a one-man project.


You can hardly walk in the Yucatecan bush for a longer time without being confronted with a ruin site already investigated by Teobert Maler in the late 1800s. This had happened to me when I did my research for The Long Silence and The Long Silence (2), and the grid for The Long Silence 3 was no exception. Until I started my last project, Maler’s work in Dzekilna was by far the most thorough ever done.
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Fig. 3: Typical ancient features to be found in a survey are openings to chultunes, that is underground water storing cisterns (above), container-like pilas (lower left) and metates to grind corn.





One Maler site is Dzehkabtun, outside my research area, in the Transition Zone between Puuc and Chenes, as defined by George F. Andrews (1995). The German archaeologist Iken Paap, from the Ibero-Amerikanisches Institut in Berlin, together with Antonio Benavides from INAH Campeche conducted a several year long excavation at that settlement (Paap 2016, 2017). In 2019 I invited Iken Paap to have a professional look at some strange features I had recognized in Dzekilna’s center. She had found in Dzehkabtun evidence that seem to confirm that at that site there had been a new occupation after the so called “collapse” of Classic Maya civilization. This is also proved for the Puuc ruin sites of Uxmal and Xkipche (Reindel 1997). We both came to the conclusion that something similar could also have happened in Dzekilna. In her contribution to this book Paap sheds light on what we know so far about those late occupations.


Karl Herbert Mayer, my long time friend, mentor and travel companion, also contributed to The Long Silence (3), as he already did for the first two volumes. In his article Karl focuses on the two sculptured doorway columns from Dzekilna which were first mentioned and photographed by Maler and are housed today in two museums in the peninsula.


I was very happy to show the Dzekilna site to photographers Anne and Bill Frej in 2019. Their contribution to the book is a selection of the pictures they took at that ruin place. Unfortunately they could not be printed on specialized paper and therefore lost some of their original quality but, I am sure, nothing of their fascination.


Aside of the changes mentioned above, the structure of the book follows the one set for the first two volumes. That is, for each site presented there is a short introduction, including references to earlier explorers and scientists, followed by the descriptions of groups and buildings. Inadvertently, there is an geographic overlap between The Long Silence and The Long Silence (3). In the former I had described in an appendix the ancient ruins of Maler-Dsancab, situated outside the grid that I had set then. This was necessary to clear out that the ruins of Dsancab within my first grid were not identical to a site Teobert Maler had described with the same name. Unfortunately, exactly this ancient settlement of Maler-Dsancab now is part of the chosen new grid. Therefore I decided to renew –for a complete picture of the area depicted- the description in The Long Silence (3). Given that I was able to add much new information, I think my decision is excusable.


All photographs and drawings in this volume are by the author, unless otherwise stated in the captions. German-English citations are my responsibility. Following Ian Graham (1975) I write Maya ruin names without accent.


Plans are not drawn to scale, are often simplified and only give an overview. Black lines represent standing architecture, while gray lines indicate a hypothetical completion of a building; their course is almost sure. All plans not identifying a source are of my doing.


Abbreviations


The abbreviations of the sites for this study follow the three-letter code proposed by Ian Graham (1975) and Berthold Riese (2004), as well as the lists given in the internet by Peter Mathews (n.d.) and by CMHI. The ruins’ names are shortened as follows:





	BOA

	Boo Ak





	CCP

	Chuncopoil





	CMP

	Chumpuuc





	DZN

	Dzekilna





	KAN

	Kanana





	KCP

	Kumche Pich





	KMP

	Kalakmul Pequeña





	MDC

	Maler-Dsancab





	STZ

	Sabana Tzutzuy





	UCC

	Uchi Chen





	XCP

	Xcopoil





	
XTK

	Xtukil





	YTC

	Yotoch Chom









Stephan Merk


The Catalog of Ruins




General Remarks


1) Standardized terms to structure the information for the sites mentioned in the catalog


(in order of appearance):


Location


The location of a building in relationship to another is given just as an approximation .


Number of rooms


Sometimes it was not possible to determine the exact number of rooms in a building. This is why you will find statements as “2 to 3” in the line corresponding to the number of rooms. For statistical purposes the higher number was considered.


Condition


The description of a building’s condition was made based on the impressions I got. Therefore, there is practically no difference between describing a building as “very much damaged” or as “has almost completely collapsed”. These are just different ways to express the same idea.


Descriptions/Facades


The original plan to differentiate between the description of a building and that of its facades was not consistently followed. In some cases it appeared more adequate to unite them into the term “Description”.


Chultun


A man-made subterranean cistern under the ground surface, constructed to collect rain water.


Arch.-Style (Architectural Style)


Because of the poor condition of the buildings it was often not possible to classify a structure stylistically—and, therefore, not their temporality either. In these cases the category does not appear.


[?]


This combination of symbols [?] following a word indicates that this is a conjecture, and not supported by evidence.


2. Other terms which frequently appear in the text (in alphabetical order)


Calera


A depression made either on the ground or on a platform for burning lime.


Chac mask


Masks with snouts located on facades are here referred to as “Chac masks”, although it is not possible to correlate them exclusively to the Yucatecan Rain God Chac. They only appear in Classic Mosaic style.


Cordholder


A pair of connected small holes, drilled in stone, normally arranged on both inner sides of entrances.


Most likely they functioned as a mechanism to fix textiles for closing a doorway.


Cornice


Word mostly used as a synonym for the upper molding of a building.


Courtyard


An exterior space bounded by structures on more than one side (see also Plaza).


Cueva


A natural cave.


Flying stairway/staircase


An outer staircase pierced by a passageway mostly in form of a half vault.


Foundation brace


Low stonewall on a platform used to outline and anchor a wall and a roof built of perishable materials.


Metate and Mano


A shallow basin carved into a limestone block, used for milling grain and seeds with the help of a mano, a hand-held rounded grinding stone.


Milpa/Milpero


Individual small farmland/independent Maya farmer.


Moldings


Protruding horizontal bands, or rows of cut stones, that structure the facades of a building. Most common are base moldings, medial moldings, and upper moldings (see also Cornice).


Mound/Stone mound


A pile of stones, indicating a fallen structure, often overgrown by vegetation.


Pila/Pileta


A deep basin carved into a block of limestone. These stone containers were used to store water and other goods. A pileta is a small pila.


Platform


Man made raised and flattened area, mostly of rectangular size.


Plaza


Here often used as a synonym for courtyard. Actually a plaza is generally larger than a courtyard.


Pyramid-temple


Almost always a one-room building on top of a pyramidal substructure.


Rancho/Ranchena


Ranch.


Range-type structure


Rectangular longish vaulted building with several rooms in a line.


Sabana


The word means savanna, or savannah, and comes from a Caribbean language. It designates an open large area, often used for agriculture.


Sacbe


A raised paved roadway to connect structures, groups or settlements.


Sarteneja


Natural pockets or basins in the limestone that fill with rainwater; they vary in sizes and some of them hold water throughout the year.


Site


Ancient ruin place.


Stela


A slab-like stone monument, which in many cases bears hieroglyphic inscriptions.


Veneer stone


Well dressed plain stone which’s tenon-like back side anchors in the mortar-like core of a wall. Veneer stone technique is a typical feature in Classic Puuc architecture.


Visible architecture


Still standing architecture, from a tiny piece of a wall to a complete building.


Witz


Maya word for hill.
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Fig. 4: Standing portion of Room 1 in BOA-1-1.






BOO AK (BOA)


My friend and guide Humberto Bonilla remembered this site that he had visited only once before, decades ago. With him, his brother Manuel, Dan Griffin, and Ken Jones I went out on February 4th 2011 in order to relocate this small Maya ruin. After a long search in the forest we succeeded only halfway by finding one of the two groups with standing architecture (BOA-1) on a high hill that Humberto had seen at some point around 1970. Two more surveys in 2019 and 2021, one of them with Eduardo González Arce, did not reveal the location of the second group that Humberto described as consisting of two halfway standing buildings on an almost treeless terrace. Nevertheless we were able to visit another hitherto unknown group with remains of standing architecture (BOA-2). According to Humberto Bonilla, Boo Ak means “odor of the turtle”; the story behind this name was not revealed to me. The site is abbreviated as BOA. It is situated close to a mensura that separates the states of Campeche and Yucatán, on the latter's territory.


The question was raised whether Boo Ak should be treated as a site by itself or as an outlying group of Dzekilna. It stands on a hill only 600 meters northwest of the northernmost group known in Dzekilna. Because of the principle established in my previous books (Merk 2011 and 2016) Boo Ak fulfills the requirements of an individual site, given that the mentioned isolated


northernmost group of Dzekilna is already a relatively outlying cluster of the main site. Therefore Boo Ak is treated here as one of Dzekilna’s satellites. The fact that both groups are oriented towards the big neighbor supports this assumption.


Around 400 meters west of the hill groups we came to an isolated low platform with a double chultun in a plain. Boo Ak’s settlement area is estimated with 0.1 square kilometers.


BOA-1





	Group:

	Group 1





	Location:

	The group consists of two structures (BOA-1-1 and BOA 1-2) on top of a partly leveled high hill, approximately 1.6 kilometers northwest of Dzekilna's center.





	Buildings:

	2





	Rooms:

	Probably 4 (BOA-1-1), 3 to 4 (BOA 1-2)





	Axis/Form:

	BOA-1-1 has a double-row of rooms with roughly north to south axis. BOA-1-2 is a single line of rooms with a similar axis.





	Front faces:

	Roughly east, into the direction of Dzekilna (BOA-1-1); BOA-1-2 probably faced the same direction.





	Condition:

	Destroyed





	Description:

	Two buildings on a platform on top of a hill form BOA-1. The much destroyed Building BOA-1-1 stands in the south. It most likely consisted of a pair of double rooms to the north and the south of a massive core (Fig. 5). Noticing the large amount of rubble outside the central part of the eastern side it is likely that there was a stairway running to a second floor, which obvious never had a chamber; nevertheless remains of a platform on top can still be detected. This accumulation of rubble in the center is only 4.10 meters wide which almost certainly excludes an inner room with side walls there. The chambers are labeled here as Rooms 1 (northeast) and 2 (northwest), and Rooms 3





	

	(southeast) and 4 (southwest). It seems that Rooms 2 and 4 were pure back chambers and connected to their front chambers by now fallen inner doorways. Room 1: The chamber has considerably suffered between 2011 and 2019. During my first visit two thirds of its back wall were standing, showing an intact entrance connecting Room 1 with Room 2. Eight years later, only the beginning of the vault on the chamber's southwest side remained. In 2011 I had measured the inside of Room 2 as being approximately five meters. Room 2 is destroyed. It is not likely that the chamber had its own outer doorway





	

	toward the west. Room 3: A small part of the inner room’s back wall and vault at the northwest corner survived. I assume a former inner doorway connecting it to its back chamber, Room 4. Room 4: As in Room 3, a short part of the back wall, as well as of the vault on the northeast side, are standing. No evidence for an outer entrance was found. The destroyed building BOA-1-2 lies some meters northeast of BOA-1-1. It had three or four rooms in a single line and its axis, like in BOA-1, runs roughly north to south. Only two or three veneer stones are visible today on the structure’s assumed back side in the west. The rest of the building is nothing more than a stone mound. Close-by, towards the south, are a chultun with two openings, a pila (Fig. 7), and a small platform.





	Facades:

	At least the upper front facade of BOA-1-1 was adorned with banded columns, which can be seen in the rubble (Fig. 6).





	Chultun:

	South of BOA-1-1 and south of BOA-1-2





	Arch.-Style:

	Late Classic Puuc style





	Visited:

	2011, 2019
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Fig. 5: Plan of BOA-1-1.
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Fig. 6: Spool elements in front of BOA-1-1.
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Fig. 7: Pila close to BOA-1-2.





BOA-2





	Group:

	Group 2





	Location:

	50 meters northeast of Group 1 on a low hill





	Buildings:

	1





	Rooms:

	1?





	Axis/Form:

	Roughly east-west





	Front faces:

	Roughly south into direction of Dzekilna





	Condition:

	Destroyed





	Description:

	Building BOA-2 stands on a low platform on top of a hill, overlooking a terrace towards the south. It probably consisted of one long room. Only the eastern lateral wall is standing (200 x 120 cm), as well as the lower part of one





	

	doorjamb. Several steps are leading from the terrace up to the building’s front side. Close to the western end of BOA-2 four large spool elements lay in the debris; their size indicates that they belonged to corner columns. The platform continues to the west, but no trace of a building was seen there, while in the east a foundation brace with an entrance towards the west defines the terrace’s end. On that terrace three pilas were detected, one of them at the buildings back side.





	Chultun:

	Close to the eastern lateral wall of BOA-2





	Arch.-Style:

	Late Classic Puuc style





	Visited:

	2021
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Fig. 8: Structure CMP-1-1, seen from the south.





Photo: Thomas Huacuja Gallmann



CHUMPUUC (CMP)


Thomas Huacuja Gallmann and I reached this small Puuc site on February 2th, 2023 and we went back for two more explorations within the same month. We baptized it Chumpuuc, which in Yucatec Maya means “at the foot of the hill” (email communication with Nikolai Grube 2023), a hint for the settlement’s spatial position close to a chain of high hills which separates it from the city of Maler-Dsancab in the west. The shortest distance in a direct line between both places is only 500 to 600 meters, but because of this natural barrier in between, Chumpuuc is treated here as a site by its own. Nevertheless, with great certainty, Chumpuuc was politically dependent on Maler-Dsancab.


The settlement limits of this Rank 6 site are not clear. There are two groups, placed on both sides (northwest and southeast) of a dirt road that comes from Maler-Dsancab and continues for half a kilometer to the east where it ends at two milpas. We superficially investigated this area around the agricultural fields, which lays just outside the territory established for this survey project. If this is a third group of Chumpuuc it would explain the site’s existence and its purpose to control agricultural areas, given that no milpas or savannas were recognized close to Groups 1 and 2. On the other hand, Chumpuuc’s extension, then-roughly one kilometer from west to east-would be unusually large for a small settlement like this with only three stone buildings found so far. No remains of stone architecture were seen in the third group but platforms around the field edges and a possible calera, a place were the ancient Maya burned lime.


Aside of the stone buildings described here, Chunpuuc consists of at least 17 platforms, 10 chultunes and several pilas plus the already mentioned calera. On top of two of the several hills that divide Chumpuuc from Maler-Dsancab structures were documented (see Maler-Dsancab). If we include the third group, the site’s estimated settlement area is around 0.6 square kilometers.


CMP-1





	Group:

	West Group





	Location:

	At the eastern foot of a chain of high hills which separate Chumpuuc from Maler-Dsancab in the west





	Buildings:

	2





	Rooms:

	One room each





	Axis/Form:

	East to west (CMP-1-1), north to south (CMP-1-2)





	Front faces:

	South (CMP-1-1), east (CMP-1-2)





	Condition:

	Partly standing (CMP-1-1), fallen (CMP-1-2)





	Description:

	The remains of two small stone buildings close together crown an elevation of maybe five meters height. This is probably a low hill which was transformed into





	

	a sub-structure. CMP-1-1 stands in the west and CMP-1-2 in the east. CMP-1-1’s only room (Fig. 8) has an east to west axis and its fallen front side was facing south onto a small courtyard. The back part of the vault and its wall below are still standing, as well as parts of the room’s lateral small side walls. The chamber is only approximately three meters long and once must have been almost square in form. Vault stones are typical for Late Classic Puuc style. Several meters east of CMP-1-1 is a stone mound that represents the former Building CMP-1-2. This was a structure similar in size as CMP-1-1, but with a north to south axis. Its entrance was looking towards the east as a lintel in the rubble indicates. On this side is another courtyard formed by CMP-1-2 in the west and a platform





	

	with a chultun in the north.





	Chultun:

	Two on the courtyard with CMP-1-2





	Note:

	The layout of CMP-1 is rather unusual. Normally, structures on the same platform face each other frontally or in a right angle. Close to CMP-1-1 the intact upper part of an ancient jug was found (Fig. 9).





	Arch.-Style:

	Probably Late Classic Puuc style for CMP-1-1





	Visited:

	2023
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Fig. 9: Part of an ancient jug found at CMP-1-1. Photo: T. Huacuja Gallmann





CMP-2





	Group:

	East Group





	Location:

	320 meter east-southeast of CMP-1





	Buildings:

	1





	Rooms:

	4





	Axis/Form:

	L-shaped





	Front faces:

	South and east





	Condition:

	Destroyed





	Description:

	This fallen four-room structure (Fig. 10) was built on top of an approximately three meter elevation/platform. No standing architecture is visible. CMP-2 consists of two almost equally long wings with two former rooms each. One wing has an east to west axis; in the west the second wing runs to the south.





	Visited:

	2023
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Fig. 10: The fallen Structure CMP-2. Photo: T Huacuja G.





Hill groups between Chumpuuc and Maler-Dsancab


East of Maler-Dsancab a chain of high hills along a north to south line separates the city from the small settlement of Chumpuuc, that begins only several hundred meters east to southeast. Two hilltops show some remains of former occupation. They are presented here, although it is unclear if they belong to Maler-Dsancab or Chumpuuc, but are not listed in the statistics.


Northern Hilltop


On top of a high hill approximately 250 meters southeast of the so-called “palace”, Structure C-1 in Maler Dsancab and around 300 meters northwest of CMP-1-1 we found a single low and rounded platform with a diameter of maybe six meters.


Southern Hilltop


This is a large group of platforms, 300 meters south of the Northern Hilltop and 230 meters southwest of CMP-1-1. The platforms are grouped around two courtyards on two levels of the hilltop. The group is open to the north, that is, it is neither looking down directly on Maler-Dsancab, nor on Chumpuuc. Several pilas and two chultunes were documented, as well as two foundation braces
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Fig. 11: Fallen entrance with partly standing doorjambs in CCP-1-2.






CHUNCOPOIL (CCP)


One day in the year 2020, while searching for ruins in an area north of the Dzekilna region, my friend and guide Humberto Bonilla recalled a Puuc site he had seen several decades ago. He remembered an extremely high hill and a few ruined buildings south of it. A week later and after a long and exhausting search we succeeded finding that site. By plotting the collected data on my map it turned out that the ancient place actually lies within the borders of the Dzekilna survey area, in its very northwestern corner. It is situated in Yucatan, close to the mensura which marks the border between the ejidos of Santa Elena and San Simon.


The site has been given a local Maya name, Chuncopoil which, according to Nikolai Grube (written communication 2021) means “place of the copo tree” (Ficus continifolia); its abbreviation is CCP.


Chuncopoil is a small and very much destroyed place. Interestingly, the enormous and isolated standing hill directly north of Chuncopoil, locally known as Dzununhuitz (Hill of the hummingbird), shows no traces of a former occupation on its top. All the structures we found were erected on low or medium high outcrops in an otherwise plain area. We recognized platforms in various forms and heights, some of them with foundation braces, and a few stone mounds, indicating former vaulted buildings. Several chultunes, metates, pilas and piletas testify for a domestic use of the structures. Only in three occasions could we document remains of still standing architecture; they will be described in the following. Chuncopoil’s estimated settlement area is 0.4 square kilometers. Approximately 500 meters southwest of the central part we found an outpost of the site on a hill; it consists of a rough platform with a pila.


CCP-1





	Location:

	In the eastern part of the site





	Buildings:

	2





	Rooms:

	2 (CCP-1-1), 2 or 4 (CCP-1-2)





	Axis:

	North to south





	Front faces:

	East (CCP-1-1), west and perhaps east(CCP-1-2)





	Condition:

	Almost completely fallen (CCP-1-1), destroyed (CCP-1-2)





	Description:

	Two former buildings with north-south axis define the western and the eastern ends of an approximately 30 meter long and 1.5 meter high platform. Structure CCP-1-1 in the west still presents some standing architecture; Structure CCP-1-2, in its actual condition is only a stone mound. Structure CCP-1-1 is 10+ meters long and consisted of two rooms in a line which looked east on a courtyard. The position of the northern room is proved by its partly standing entrance. A small piece of the back wall exhibiting veneer stones can be seen in situ, while an equally decorated part of the northern side wall had fallen down in one piece (Fig. 12). Around this northern side of CCP-1-1 are some large and a few very large banded parts of columns (also known as “spools”), as well as some simple facade columns in the rubble (Fig. 13). The very large banded parts most likely stem from corner columns. On the opposite side of the courtyard stands Structure CCP-1-2. Most likely it once mirrored the layout of CCP-1-1, but because this stone mound is relatively wide without excavations it can not be out-ruled that it consisted actually of four rooms in a double line. In the front side’s rubble boot-shaped vault stones and short colonnettes from moldings were found.











	Chultun:

	One intact chultun was seen on the courtyard in front of CCP-1-1.





	Arch.-Style:

	Late Classic Puuc style for both structures





	Visited:

	2020
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Fig. 12: Fallen piece of wall with veneer stones in CCP-1-1.
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Fig. 13: Large banded parts of columns in the debris of CCP-1-1.





CCP-2





	Location:

	150 meters southwest of CCP-1





	Buildings:

	2





	Rooms:

	2 (CCP-2-1), 2? (CCP-2-2)





	Axis:

	North to south (CCP-2-1), north-northwest to south-southeast (CCP-2-2)





	Front faces:

	West? (CCP-2-1), roughly east? (CCP-2-2)





	Condition:

	Both structures are destroyed





	Description:

	A platform on a low hill houses two fallen structures which stand opposite to each other, in a layout that resembles the one from CCP-1.





	

	CCP-2-1 is the eastern one of the structures. It most probably had two rooms in a row. The back wall in the east and the lateral north wall both present small areas still faced with veneer stones. In the debris on the north side lies a corner column (Fig. 14).





	

	Approximately 15 meters west of CCP-2-1 is the destroyed Building CCP-2-2. Its axis shows a deviation that is noticeably higher than the usual range of eight to 14 degrees east of north. The former building likely consisted of two rooms in a row that looked roughly east onto the courtyard and into direction of CCP-2-1; on the structure’s front side a short piece of intact wall covered with veneer stones is preserved.
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