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Preface


Like his idol Mozart, Neukomm was a son of Salzburg who was lucky enough to be born during the rule of the last princearchbishop and member of the Illuminati Order, Hieronymus von Colloredo, a period characterized by the spirit of the enlightenment. According to his own information in his “Biographical Sketch” Neukomm was not a child prodigy, but his father, the school teacher David Neukomm saw to it that he received abundant general and musical education beginning at the tender age of four. The solid quality of his musical education with the organist of the Salzburg Cathedral, Franz Xaver Weissauer, and with Michael Haydn in connection with the duties he soon took over as the official organist of University Church and member of the Salzburg Cathedral Orchestra, laid the foundation for his extremely widespread musical interest. Already as a teen Neukomm was what we would today term a multi-instrumentalist, as he effortlessly played all instruments of the orchestra, so that he was able to substitute for colleagues who fell ill. Also, his first field of study turned out not to be music, but philosophy and mathematics. At an early age the seed was obviously already planted, that later made him grow into a universally interested amazingly charismatic personality, a characteristic that was to be the trademark of the man, who thanks to his flawless manners and noble conduct was welcomed with open arms by the higher circles of society. His excellent relationship with the social and political upper class did the rest.

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
U

Bisel Classics

~ Sigismund von
NEUKOMM
Zwolf Walzer

www.bisel-classics.com





