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Preface


The Les Charmes de Hambourg : Rondeau brillant (Op.2) followed on from the Thème de Paganini varié (Op.1) composed on the theme of the Rondo from Paganini's Violin Concerto No.1 in E[image: ] At least a further three works had been published by the time Heller turned sixteen in 1829: the Fantaisie dramatique sur les opéras Semiramide et Masaniello (Op.3), the Valse Favorite de Hubovsk: Variations brillantes (Op.4) and the Thème polonais: Variations brillantes (Op.5). This was by no means, any kind of remarkable feat for the day, Heller had been playing concertos since the age of nine and had embarked on a gruelling concert tour through Poland Hungary and Germany with his father at the age of fifteen. A prodigious and gifted pianist there was tremendous pressure to excel on the concert stage and like so many child prodigies before him this was accomplished through daring exhibitions of technical skill combined with a gift for composition.
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