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Preface


This translation is part of the research project International Constitutional Law (ICL: www.verfassungsvergleich.de). All amendments up to and including the 60th Amendment of 23rd Dec 2014 have been translated and included into a consolidated edition. There have been no more amendments until today (6th July 2016). This is not an official government document. The full text of the most recent version is available as a free download on the Internet: www.ssrn.com/no=1501131.


Following the ICL translation standards, some terms are translated specifically to prepare the text for search engines, e.g., 'Länder' as 'States', 'Bundestag' as 'House of Representatives', 'Bundesrat' as 'Senate', 'Bundesbank' as 'Federal Bank'. This does in no way imply any similarity of those institutions with the respective U.S. institutions. German terms have been added in square brackets to clarify the matter and to distinguish references to single States [Länder] from the generic term 'state' (i.e., Federation and/or States). Generally, headings and explanations in square brackets are not part of the official text, but additions for the purpose of the present edition. The same is true of footnotes.


The translation uses abbreviated cross references for articles, paragraphs and sentences, writing "Article 10 II 2" instead of "Article 10, Paragraph 2, Sentence 2". While such cross references contain roman numbers for paragraphs, within the text of German statutes those same paragraphs are commonly numbered with ordinary digits in round brackets. Accordingly, you will have to look for the section of Article 10 that starts with "(2)" and then go to the second sentence. Literal translation has been used for the brief provisions of Basic Rights (Chapter I). The lengthy text of all other chapters, however, has been translated freely to make it more readable.


My gratitude for help with the text edition, translation, and commentary goes to prior and present research assistants at the Chair for Constitutional Law, Legal Philosophy, and Constitutional History.


East Hampton/U.S.A., July 2016, A. Tschentscher
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