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Oksza. In a red field a vertical
silver ax with the long, black handle down and the edge to the
right; Helmet decoration: the ax with the lower tip of the
cutting edge chopped into the crown. This coat of arms was
introduced from Bohemia through the Wierszowiec. The Bohemian
Prince Mnat, devoted to hunting, lived only in the forest and
hardly bothered about the state administration, which he left
completely to the knight Wierszowiec, whom he trusted. Driven
by ambition, he wanted to appropriate the ruling power and
instigated a conspiracy in his favor. Prince Mnat, who learned
of this, suddenly appeared in Prague, called a meeting of his
grandees and asked them the question of what kind of punishment had
he deserved who cunningly broke loyalty to his prince, who gave him
the fullest confidence? The general answer was: "Death!" Then
Mnat said to Wierszowiec: "I confirm this general judgment
pronounced against you, who you wanted to destroy me, but I want to
give you the choice of whether to kill yourself or die by the
hangman want! ”Wierszowiec killed himself with his own
sword. The prince ordered that the sex of the guilty party,
which had more or less agreed with the latter, had to discard the
Wiersza coat of arms (i.e. a golden fish trap in blue) and
henceforth to carry two crossed executioner's axes in a red field
on the shield. This new coat of arms was called Bradacice,
also called Bratczyc in Bohemia. The mistrust of the princes
against the Wierszowiec was inherited and they, always feeling
endangered, fled to Poland, where they received land. Here Jan
Wierszowiec paid the king Bolestaw, who was from the Bohemian Duke
Swiatoplug in Glogau in 1103was camped, a great service in that, of
his own accord, he sneaked into the Bohemian camp and killed Duke
Swiatoplug; then he fought gallantly on the dog field in 1109
against the emperor and was by the king of goods in the Wojewod
for - Community Sieradz invested. In order to atone
for the disgrace caused by the Wierszowiec's flight from Bohemia,
Raciborz Werszowiec and others of his family gathered people
together and with them brought the Bohemian dukes Fryderyk and
Przemysl, who were at war with Duke Conrad of Moravia, to help in
1160, distinguished themselves by bravery and contributed a lot to
victory. In return, Raciborz and his colleagues not only won
the prince's favor, they also received Prynda Castle on the
Bavarian border and instead of the two hatchets in their shields
only one ax as a coat of arms, the second ax as a helmet
ornament. This coat of arms was then called Oksza
(ax). But there was also the name Kolda. This coat of
arms is used by:



Bleszynski, Brzeski, Chocimowski,
Chometowski, Chudzinski, Czechowski, Domarat, Dulek, Dzierzbicki,
Dziewiecki, Gorlicki, Goslawski, Grabowski, Grochowalski, Gromacki,
Jackowski, Jerikowski, Klobukowski, Klomnicki, Oondziecki,
Ostzechski, Oondzynski, Minim Partheka, Pijanowski, Plaskowski,
Porowski, Radoszewski, Rey, Rokossowski, Rzuchowski, Siekierka,
Siemikowski, Stablewski, Strzelecki, Strzezecki, Topolski,
Trzcinski, Watrobinski, Watrobka, Watrobski, Wielkowski,
Wierszrowiec.



 



Oksza ( Ascia, Oxa ,
Bradacica, Bradaczyca, Brodacica, Halabarda, Hoksza, Oksa,
KOLDA ) - Polish noble
coat of arms , one of 47 layers of arms adopted
by Lithuanian boyars in
the Union
of Horodel in 1413 . The coat of arms was also
mentioned in the oldest surviving Polish coat
of arms , which was written by the historian Jan
Długosz , Insignia
seu clenodia Regis et Regni Poloniae from the years
1464-1480 [1] .                       



 



 




Jan Długosz  burned
the coat of arms as follows [3] :   



Oxa siue Ascia, que securim carnificam,
quam poloni oxam, bohemi bradaczyczam vocant, in campo rubeo
defert.



What is in the translation:



The executioner's ax, which the Poles
call Bradaczyce, is shown in the red field




Kasper Niesiecki, on the other hand :  



It should be white oksza in a red field,
with the tip straight in the right shield, on the helmet above the
crown it should be okay, with the end from below as if glued
on.



The modern description is as
follows [a] :  



On the shield in
the red field a silver battle ax (oksza) , with the
blade to the right.     



The piece
of jewelry itself contains the emblem ,
which is inserted into the crown with a
blade.      




Heraldic red labras ,
lined with silver.   



 



Coat of arms from the beginning of the
12th century .  



As a result of the Horodel
Union in 1413, the coat of arms was transferred
to Lithuania . The
Samogitian boyar Minimund Seśnikowicz (Sessnicouicz, Sessnykouicz)
was accepted into the Okszów family. The Okszów family was
represented in Horodło by Mikołaj from Strzelce - judge from
Sandomierz and Klemens Wątróbka from Strzelce, who affixed the file
with his
seal .        



The earliest heraldic source that
mentions the coat of arms is the Insignia
seu clenodia Regis et Regni Poloniae by the Polish
historian Jan
Długosz, dated 1464–1480 . He writes information
about the coat of arms as an ox among the 71 oldest
Polish noble coats of arms in the fragment [1] :          



Oxa siue Ascia, que securrim carnificinam
in campo rubeo defert, quam Poloni Oxam, Bohemi Bradaczyczam
vocant. Genus Boemicum et una familia cum Rauitis, que ab
exilio Bohem ico, venia principum obtenta, reuocata, in memoriam
sceleris prima arma Rauitarum deferre vetita, hec deferre iussa,
tota iterumque in Poloniam refluxit. Viri in ea arrogantes et
vafri.  



 



The von Wierszowców family was famous in
Bohemia, especially during the reign of the Bohemian prince Mnut,
so that this gentleman also played with the hunt and cared less
about the rule of his principality, becoming one of the Wierszowcy
of the entire state in the governorate. He was so vigorous by
the duke's grace that he had little to do with it until he seemed
restless, until Mnata had fought his way out of the hereditary
principality (...); After receiving great promises from some
chiefs, he persuaded them to declare him prince in the Seym
(...). He hid the secret for a long time (...), after all, he
had squeezed himself into the prince's mnata, the same one who had
appeared with the crowd in the Sejm, ordered the Wierszowiec to
stand before him, and had spoken out for his betrayal and his
ingratitude chose his favors, chose him, commanded
himself; that he would either die of himself or from
someone else. The first was that after drawing his sword,
Wierszowiec killed himself. On this occasion, the Wierszow
family (...) moved abroad, but especially to Poland, whose
descendants Jan Wierszowiec (...) killed the Czech prince
Świętopełek in 1103, for which he was lavishly beaten
(...).       
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