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Martina Hasheela Fikameni


Witvlei Village Council


“Witvlei has been my home since 27 November 2023. That is why I am very pleased with the travel guide developed by Suni e.V.


Namibian and German organizations in the field of education need to continue strengthening their support for one another and explore more opportunities in both education and travel guidance. I am delighted to see this travel guide, which will help attract more tourists and provide visitors with greater knowledge of Namibian traditions and culture.


This is also a way to open more business opportunities for the Witvlei community and surrounding farmers.”


Witvlei, 17.2.2025
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Patricia Ndjavera


Chairwoman of Suni e.V.


“Witvlei was a home to me for many years during my early years of teaching. Therefore, I was very happy that our motivated team of Suni e.V. members have put together this extraordinary travel guide about one of my favourite places in Namibia. As a German-Namibian organization in the field of education Suni e.V. develops unusual methods to teach others. In this travel guide experts from Witvlei give us an insight into their village and community. We have put this insight into perspective and shared it with others.


I am proud of my team for developing this travel guide. And I shout out to everybody visiting Namibia: Come and see for yourself. Discover the unseen places and enjoy the local perspective.”


Gobabis, 10.1.2025


A local perspective


We have asked 15 people from Witvlei ... 1
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What do you love most about Witvlei?


The river side / People are social with a humble life style / The quite and easy life / I love the vast open spaces and natural scenery. / Children and church / Weather / When the White Nossob river is flowing / Its picturesque view from the mountain top and I love taking evening walks along the river. It‘s so soothing, relaxing and calms the nerves / The weather and its community / The people, since it’s us that make up this small village, that has no job opportunities, but we still survive and maintain its existence. / Quiet, peaceful / Close to Windhoek / It is a peaceful place and you save a lot due to less facilities.


What would you advise female travellers when visiting Witvlei?


It is perfectly safe. Women support women. One will never get lost. Everyone will know where you stay and always check on you. / You are Welcome! / Keep covered - mosquitoes are real / Enjoy! / They should pack hats, sunscreen and shades.
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How would you describe Witvlei in one sentence?


A small village with social people with a humble life style / Unique and vibrant / Witvlei is a small scenic village. / Witvlei mama a calm place no violence / It‘s a small dusty, cold in winter and in spring it‘s very rainy village / Witvlei is an amazing place to be. / Our village in the middle of Windhoek and Gobabis / Witvlei is a place where only the strong, hard working survive. / It‘s is a crime free village, one can walk alone at night in the streets / Home away from home. / Quiet and friendly society. / It is a flexible place to live in.


What should visitors know about the history of Witvlei?


That it was used by the whites during the war and it was a place elephants came to drink water. / How Damara & Namas where relocated from their home lands to stay in one place and called it Witvlei and built abattoir to create job opportunities. / It is a rich history that played a role in shaping Namibia‘s independence.





1 / Of the 15 people from Witvlei nine were female and six male. They were between 18 and 62 years old.










WITVLEI IN OMAHEKE REGION IN NAMIBIA


Witvlei is a village in the Omaheke Region in the eastern part of Namibia. Omaheke means “sandy” in Otjiherero, one of Namibia‘s national languages.TheOmahekeisoneofthe14political regions of Namibia. It is a vast region with a total land surface area of 84 612 km2 which comprises 10.3 percent of the country’s land surface. Omaheke has a population of approximately 102 881 people, which comprises 3.3 percent of Namibia’s population. The settlement of Witvlei is situated in the Okorukambe constituency directly on the Trans-Kalahari Highway, one of the most important highways in southern Africa. Located between Gobabis, the main administrative centre of the Omaheke Region, and the capital Windhoek, Witvlei serves as a transport hub and community centre for the surrounding residents. With a population of 2633, Witvlei is governed by a five-member local council.


The Nossob Combined School, the Witvlei Police Station, Witvlei Post Office, and the Witvlei Clinic are the most important government buildings in the village.


In addition, the small community has a variety of stores and shebeens, a cattle auction site, a taxidermist, a service station, and a soccer stadium.


The Mast Hill above Witvlei is famous for its magnificent views. Witvlei, like many places in the Omaheke, struggles with high rates of unemployment and land issues. However, with a vibrant civic life and a wide range of activities, Witvlei is a place worth discovering.
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Photo: Lydia Shipopyeni Witvlei, 2024
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