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The Mysteries of God in a Crisis


Foreword


Going through the various stages of life is like walking through a maze, with many twists and turns. You can stand three feet from the next corner and yet not know what lies behind it. The next step, the next turn will be so close but still


there is mystery behind it. The Christian journey is a mystery, one that alone might not be comprehended. I love the fact that my husband has given us access, the liberty one seldom gives, to walk through the maze that is his life, from birth till now as he has turned the golden age; 40. With every page and every chapter comes an encounter, a lesson, an experience that untangles the mysteries; knot by knot, one after the other.


I know, this Christian journey is not an easy one, but with the information, based on his background, as I mentioned before, is an opportunity for you to lay your story, side by side with Pastor Julius Chinamo’s, compare, take notes, learn, take principles, and apply them in your life. What he went through will provide a guideline for your own walk with Christ. What took him two years to figure out will take you the few hours that you will dedicate to reading this book. As we are waiting on God for an answer to our prayers or if we are facing uncertainty know that we have a powerful tool which is the word of God. To us has been availed a rare opportunity to use reality, to apply in our own reality and in no time, you will see the greatness of God in different ways. Ways that will provide you the leverage to rise, to rise so high in your journey with Jesus Christ that your head will be hidden in the clouds. Oh what a blessing!


Cecilia Chinamo




Chapter One.


I want to thank our heavenly Father, our God for giving me this opportunity to speak to many people through this book. I believe someone will be helped after reading this book and change the way they see the greatness of God in different ways. I am personally one of the greatest miracles on this earth, I have heard many stories from my mother about how she miraculously gave birth to me and that how I survived was a big shock to her and the doctors who attended to her during my birth. Now, with such in mind dawns the realization that there are many mysteries of God in the crises in our lives.


As I write this book I am so grateful to God because He has seen me through each and every challenge in my life. I have survived many sicknesses from birth; I also survived a near death accident when I was still at school. It was only the hand of God that fought for me and gave me victory. Glory to Jesus my Saviour! I am now 40years old and I thank God for this milestone. Someone might be surprised as to why I am thanking God for this but I know where I am coming from. My mother gave birth to me and six other siblings of mine, I am number six and all the five who were older than me are now deceased/late. The most painful part is that all of my late brothers and sisters died before they reached 40years of age. I am sure you now have an inclination as to why I am thanking God about this 40th birthday. In life we see God differently and miracles come to people's lives differently as well. Someone who is 80yrs old might not see why I would thank God for being just half of that age, but to me it is a big milestone.


Many times in life we find ourselves in some difficult situations where we are left wondering how God managed to rescue us out of those situations, wondering how we managed to come out. I have discovered that whenever there is a crisis in life is when we see the powerful hand of God. Sometimes we think that God is unaware of whatever situations we might be facing or passing through but alas in His silence is where He is working on our behalf performing miracles. Many times we feel like things are falling apart when they are actually falling into place. People think that their bad situations have nothing to do with God but I am sure after reading this book many will change their views on that.


Before I go much further let me start by defining who God is and what a mystery and a crisis are so that it can help someone to fully understand this book.


A mystery is a religious belief based on a divine revelation, especially one regarded as beyond human understanding or it can be defined as something that is a secret, something where there is no clear explanation, difficult to understand or explain or something unexplainable or unsolvable.


A crisis is a time of intense difficulty or danger, or a time when a difficult or important decision must be made to save a situation, or a turning point of a disease when an important change takes place indicating either recovery or death.


Finally, we cannot proceed without trying to literally define who God is in our lives. In monotheistic belief God is conceived of as the Supreme Being, creator deity, and principal object of faith. God is omnipotent (all-knowing), omnipresent (all-present) and omnibenevolent (all-good) as well as having an eternal and necessary existence.


There are situations in the word of God or in our lives where mysteries or miracles have happened and left many people puzzled. Such occurrences even lead other people who were unbelievers to start believing in Jesus and His wonders. When a mystery is taking place no one has the power to stop it and it just happens suddenly, and leaves many in awe. Whenever something happens that leads to a crisis or a problem the moment God steps in and solves the problem, He does so in a way the human mind cannot comprehend and that is what we call wonders or mysteries of God.


The birth of Isaac


Genesis 21:1-21 New International Version (NIV)


Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what He had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.


When God makes a promise to someone He will surely see to it that it is fulfilled even if it takes years. Destiny delayed is not destiny denied, no one has the power to deny what God has promised in someone's life. What can be a long time to men is nothing to worry about in the eyes of God. God fulfills His promises and He does it the moment when everyone is not even expecting it.


Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” in her mind Sarah could not imagine that she could bear a son in her old age, I always tell people that she probably imagined what people would say about her conceiving at such an old age. God is not moved by someone's age for Him to perform a miracle, He is God. God is not a respecter of man and He does not work the way our science and scientists do. He is beyond biology and physics, under normal circumstances a woman of Sarah's age was past child bearing age, she was even supposed to be in menopause, and it is impossible for someone at that stage to conceive.


And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” in many situations we write people off or we write ourselves off thinking that God can no longer do a miracle in our lives or in someone's else’s life, and in such situations is when God's greatest hand is seen. Never ever write off the greatness of God in one's life, God will never be limited to perform miracles because of age or any situations. I believe there were people who were friends or neighbors of Sarah and Abraham that could never ever believe or imagine them having a child especially considering their advanced age. Never look at your age today and think that it is impossible for God to give you the desires of your heart. God is not concerned with age when He wants to bless someone; a miracle comes where our human mind does not see it fit.


Abraham and Sarah were childless and they were very old and past the child bearing stage. On the other hand, God had promised Abraham that he will be the father of many nations, this sounded hilarious because there was the difficult situation of bareness in Abrahams home. I am sure even Abraham would ask himself as a human being why the Lord would promise him children as many as the sand of the sea or stars of the sky and yet his wife could not give him even a single child. According to medical laws when a woman is no longer menstruating means there is no way she can conceive and also most older people are not sexually active that is probably why Sarah laughed in Genesis 18:12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?, this is when the three men believed to be angels prophesied that she will hold a son at the same time the following year, I believe she was imagining the sexual experiences that were to come from that time going forth.


Now in Genesis 21 the whole mystery is seen, I am sure the moment people began to notice that Sarah was pregnant at 80 years old they talked about it because that was something they have never seen before. The whole community might have been shocked, I can see other women wanted to ask her how it happened in her old age, others might have wanted to ask her how it feels being pregnant with the experience and all the changes that pregnancy comes with. Before people could get over the miracle of her pregnancy they saw her now holding a bouncing baby boy named Isaac. What had never been seen in the history of mankind was seen for the first time in the region where they were living. This is how God sometimes works He waits for us to come to the end of our thinking capacity then He starts from there, where we end is where He starts from. This is what I call the mysteries of God in a crisis, in this case it was a crisis of barrenness and at the same time Abraham and Sarah were looking forward to the fulfillment of the promise God had given them, which means whatever God says will surely come to pass no matter what.


Matthew 1:18-25: New International Version


Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son


18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.


Let us also look at what also happened with Mary a young virgin waiting to be married to Joseph the carpenter, how she miraculously became pregnant by the Holy Spirit without physical sex, is something beyond human comprehension. I can tell whoever is reading this book that there is no biology or science explanation on how a virgin becomes pregnant without having sex, worse off, by the Holy Spirit or how can an old woman who has passed her monthly periods stage conceive. Surely it can only be God's ways which are not our ways, how we think is not how God thinks. Only a miracle from God through His mysterious ways can make all this possible, He is God of the impossible. I am really sure even Mary could not understand what was happening and how this came to pass in her life, no man could ever understand that mystery that is why even Joseph was silently thinking of divorcing Mary because I believe he was failing to comprehend the miracle. Because God was in all of this we see that the moment Joseph wanted to run away from Mary God mysteriously or miraculously visited him in a dream and told him not to do what he was planning for the pregnancy was from the Holy Spirit, the mysteries of God in a crisis. God had to come in His personal being to assure Joseph that his wife did not see another man. God is so amazing brothers and sisters.


1 Chronicles 29 v 11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O Lord, and You exalt Yourself as head over all.


I believe as one is reading this book there is going to be a major understanding of how God works in your life. God is not afraid of situations or any crisis in our lives; He is much bigger than any crisis. And the main purpose in this book is to give the reader more understanding of how God performs His miracles. A crisis does not come to humiliate you; neither does a crisis come in our lives to humiliate our God, never! Every crisis comes to give God a big stage to show who He is in every situation. God is not limited to function because of bad situations but He wants a massive platform where He deals with big problems so that He shines. What you might be calling a problem today might be a stepping stone for God to be seen in your life, that which you are calling a crisis might be exactly the thing which will reveal the greatness of God to many generations to come. When you are facing a problem today rest assured, God will rise to the occasion to reveal his greatness. That sickness inflicting you today, giving you sleepless nights, going to every doctor or a servant of God for prayers just know that it is there for the mighty and powerful hand of God to be seen in that situation. Continue to trust in God He is faithful.
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