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Preface


Let nature take care of itself! And achieve greater biodiversity. In order to do so, hunting must be minimized, and carnivores must be at the top of the food chains. Greater biodiversity promotes the network of food chains and brings ecological stability closer. This book focuses on how biodiversity can be improved by minimizing hunting and the presence of carnivores. Some contexts that affect biodiversity are not addressed in this book. When focusing on carnivores, it is because, as predators in the food chains, these have been particularly exposed to human persecution and hence detrimental to biodiversity and ecosystems.


Actual ecological stability and a high degree of biodiversity can only be achieved in areas of untouched or restored nature. You can only strive to achieve some biodiversity outside of natural areas. Biodiversity is very impoverished outside of untouched natural areas.


In large areas on Earth, biodiversity with carnivores, herbivores, plants, and lower organisms is best promoted if the carnivores are part of the food web. In some agricultural areas and densely populated areas and islands this is not entirely feasible.


I have studied and photographed mammal behaviour for forty years whenever I had the opportunity to do so. This has taught me that animal behaviour is influenced by the ecosystems in which they live, and this book is a contribution to my argument for promoting biodiversity and ecological stability.


This book focuses on the conditions in the northern hemisphere in particular.
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Hunting and carnivores


The effect on ecosystems


A food chain in an area of ecological stability is naturally made up of plants, herbivores, and their predators in the form of carnivores. Larger carnivores kill smaller carnivores and herbivores. The decreasing number of herbivores therefore eats no more plants than the plants can reproduce themselves. Hunting for carnivores disrupts ecological stability and biodiversity decreases.


Predators among the carnivores include:




	Wolves, foxes, lynxes and bears in Europe and North America.


	Tigers, leopards, caracals, and jackals in Asia.


	Lions, leopards, caracals, and jackals in Africa.





By recreating carnivore populations, biological diversity and the pursuit of ecological stability are enhanced. There are some carnivores that are fairly prevalent today and that can migrate to their ancient areas and thereby improve ecological stability. Wolves, bears, and lynxes can be re-released, or you can let their population expand throughout Europe, North America, and Asia. The population of jackals, leopards, cheetahs, and caracals can be expanded in Asia and Africa.


More ecological stability and greater biodiversity with multiple species presupposes that there is no human hunting and that there are carnivores. If there is no hunting, the animal populations are regulated by the food intake and food supply. Some animals are killed by other animals and some animals die from starvation and disease. Ultimately, they are all brought back to the earth, directly or indirectly, in the form of nutrients through faeces and decay. Subsequently, the ecological cycle is more intact than with human intervention in the form of hunting, trapping, and poisoning of animals. This applies in regions characterized by human activity such as deforestation as well as in pure natural areas. Human hunting takes place at certain times of the year and targets healthy adult animals – typically male animals. When carnivores hunt, they mostly seek out weakened animals and cubs, leaving carcasses that other animals can feed on. Hunters do not shoot the carnivores’ prey if they are of no interest. Hunters do not leave carcasses for scavengers in the same way as carnivores. Human hunting cannot replace the hunting of carnivores if we want to prevent the ecological stability of an area from being compromised.


Hunting and the shyness of large carnivores


It is sometimes argued that hunting for large carnivores is desirable because it increases their shyness towards humans. But this is of no significance, since large carnivores do not consider humans prey, and proximity to humans is therefore not dangerous per se.
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