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William M. Branham‘s Middle Name


The controversial1 American healing evangelist William M. Branham (1907/19092–1965) became interested in number symbolism at an early stage and did not limit his interest to biblical examples, but also – consciously or unconsciously – looked into esoteric occult number symbolism and their numerical values.3 Branham changed his date of birth, a change that cannot be traced back to having a basis in any objective historical facts, but rather to his pronounced subjective infatuation with astrology and numerology.4 An infatuation which is evident in the stories he told and in the sermons he preached.5 Among other things, Branham made the claim that God was known through his numbers.6 It is true that numbers in the Bible can have a deeper meaning,7 but in contrast to the Jewish Kabbalah8, they are not to be understood in a mystical or esoteric way. Branham understood this differently and in his interpretation of numbers he came close to the view of the British occultist Aleister Crowley (1875–1947), who created the philosophical-religious system Thelema and thereby a new religious movement. See for example Crowley's work 777 and Other Qabalistic Writings of Aleister Crowley (Liber 777), in which he constructed a magical alphabet based on numerical values.9 All of this was based on the Hebrew alphabet, which, similar to the Greek, has the peculiarity that each of its 22 letters is assigned a numerical value, the calculation of which is referred to as gematria.10 Names and sentences can therefore also be reproduced as numbers and vice versa. It is not known if William Branham dealt with such complex calculations. He probably limited himself more to an unpretentious counting of letters. By so doing, he came to the conclusion that the number 5 stands for Jesus, Grace and Faith, since the words in English each have five letters.11 At the very latest William Branham began to place an emphasis on his name or the number of letters in his name when he began to compare himself with other great evangelists of his time. This led to the infantile comparison of his surname with that of the famous revival evangelist Billy Graham (1918–2018). Graham has only six letters, whereas his name, Branham, has seven.12 The number 6 stands for what is human, the number 7 for what is divine.13 A number symbolism of this kind can be justified when looking at the days of creation in Genesis. According to the biblical account man was created on the sixth day and God himself rested on the seventh day after he had evaluated his creation as being very good.14 For this reason, the number 7 in Judaism and Christianity represents completion and perfection.15 Branham's mind game in identifying himself through his surname with the number 7 led to further considerations. Branham was a proponent of dispensationalism16 and believed himself to be the last end-time prophet.16 The number 666,17 which in the Revelation of John represents the number of the beast, is closely related to the dispensationalist expectation of a soon coming end time.18 Since Branham presented himself as the "Elijah of the end times"19, whom he equated with Jesus Christ and thus God himself,20 he practically represented the counterpart to this diabolical beast. The number 777 can be regarded as the counterpart of the number 666 and so it is not surprising that Branham began to give his full name as being William Marrion Branham, ─ three names made up of seven letters each. The first time he did so was in a sermon in 1963.21 Strictly speaking, Branham drew – albeit indirectly – an invalid conclusion here, since the "number of the beast" has nothing to do with a three-part name with six letters each, but refers to the above-mentioned peculiarity of the Hebrew alphabet. Nonetheless, the message came across clearly: William Marrion Branham was the last end-time prophet, the seventh church age messenger, the Elijah to come, and his number was 777.


But was Marrion really William Branham's middle name? In the official documents known to date, William Branham's middle name is not mentioned – as the censuses of 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1940 demonstrate22 – or was only given with the abbreviation "M.", as on his marriage certificate from 1934.23 He was also presented only as William Branham in newspaper reports24 and magazine articles,25 as well as in publications of the Voice of Healing magazine26 or in his hagiography, which appeared in 1950.27 His middle name apparently did not really matter. In the absence of contradicting facts, Branham's statements regarding his full name had to be accepted by historians such as C. Douglas Weaver28 or theologians such as Peter M. Duyzer29 as correct. Why should Branham have lied?
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