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Sam Knox shot this photo in a museum to the Iceni people which took the form of a recreated Iceni village in Norfolk (see image at p. →). The Boudicca model was Charlotte Godfrey, a redheaded Norfolk native woman.


“...It is not as a woman descended from noble ancestry, but as one of the people that I am avenging lost freedom, my scourged body, the outraged chastity of my daughters. ... If you weigh well the strength of the armies, and the causes of the war, you will see that in this battle you must conquer or die. This is a woman’s resolve...”


Tacitus, Annals, 14.35









Part 1: Introduction


Foreword


Decades ago, when the author read about Boudicca or Boudica, he was deeply impressed by the uprising this woman led against the mighty Roman empire, who at the time was well-into conquering Britain in the 1st century CE. She did not succeed in driving the Romans off the island, but she came close. We’ll discuss this later in the text.


At the time when the author’s interest in Boudicca unfolded, there was not yet the 'world wide web,’ but there was FidoNet. This was a mailbox network that spread all over the world in the 1980s and 90s. A mailbox on a PC was called BBS, which means Bulletin Board System. This FidoNet came from a time when, at least in the private sphere, electronic data transmission between two computers was only possible by directly dialing the target system via telephone modem (when they were not yet close enough to connect them with a cable). The Internet did not exist in its current form. Telephone contact with other digital mailboxes, certainly if they were abroad, always resulted in a hefty telephone bill.


The author was himself also involved at the time with a BBS on his computer. He 'baptized’ it... Boudicca’s Bard ... an homage to the bards (the poets and singers of the Celtic culture) who not only recited the history and mythology of their tribe, but were also the 'propagandists’ of the ruler or ruler’s court. So the name said it all and resonated deeply with him, and at that time, he intended to share information regarding the life of this Celtic queen online. Ultimately, he followed through with this intention, albeit in a preliminary manner initially.


The BBS “Boudicca's Bard” was soon known worldwide, but initially remained provisional in relation to Boudicca.


Then the Internet replaced the FIDO mailbox system. For a short time there existed, simultaneously his FIDO mailbox "Boudicca’s Bard” and a first website with the same name. Soon, he had put his mailbox aside and added only new content to the website.


The website has undergone multiple complete rebuilds, primarily due to the continuous evolution of essential software and plugins utilized in its creation, the obsolescence of contextual contributions, and the ongoing enhancement of security measures. Nevertheless, the name of the site has remained unchanged to this day.


There were also sometimes shorter, sometimes somewhat longer texts about Boudicca on the sites. But as more recent research made these contributions in part obsolete, he decided to return to research by finding out much more about Boudicca and her time in first century Britain. Since the relevant academic research often came in tandem with new data and theories, his literary research had to adapt from time to time.


In the meantime he had started to write articles and books on other topics that interested him, which became the focus of different and more extensive research. Almost all of them deal with different aspects of Germanic peoples, as that was and is his main interest. Celts were only mentioned in his writings when there was an established connection with the Germanic peoples within the topic.


Boudicca was an exception, and the pull of that Celtic queen never let go of him. Every now and then he saved information from the internet about her, bought books that dealt with Boudicca and, more broadly, with the early history of Britain.


In the early 2000s, he discovered an amazing four-part fantasy series about Boudicca written by Manda Scott. These books reignited his interest in Boudicca, which had been simmering quietly but steadily.


Now, although there are still plenty of unanswered questions about both early Britain and Boudicca, he felt it was time to bring together his accumulated 'knowledge’ about both in a somewhat shortened form into a non-fiction book. The main reasons for this were to finally cross off a subject that had been on his to-do list for decades and to try to bring his Boudicca passion to an at least temporary worthy and satisfying conclusion.


After going through many books and articles thoroughly and reading a lot more information on the internet, it turned out that there is a lot of disagreement among authors about the Britain Celts in Roman times and also about Boudicca. Often authors contradict each other, sometimes even in direct 'attacks.’ This of course has a lot to do with the fact that there is very little factual knowledge. Sources from antiquity are judged to be at least partially unreliable or even untrue and there is therefore a lot of room for interpretation and personal opinions.


This book does not really deviate from this, because based on the sources used, the author has also reproduced his own views, which are equally contestable. This is entirely in the spirit of the author, who enjoys discussing the topics he has written about with his readers while enjoying together a cup of coffee, a bottle of beer or a glass of wine.


This type of book might be referred to as "popular science,’ and that designation could indeed be appropriate. However, what sets it probably apart of that is the intentional effort to present concepts in the clearest manner possible. While this approach may result in some complex topics not being fully represented with absolute accuracy, the author is comfortable with this trade-off.


The numerous illustrations are, much like the text, an essential component of this book. In part they serve to make the discussed topics more vivid and demonstrate that Boudicca remains deeply rooted in the thoughts and hearts of many individuals to this day. Additionally, the various images also aim to enhance the emotional aspect of the Boudicca project, which was for the author a crucial factor in getting started at all with the book project.


Different artists have interpreted Boudicca in their own inspiring ways, contributing significantly to the overall project.


It’s worth mentioning, even though it may seem obvious, that none of the images from Boudicca’s era actually exist; they were created many centuries later, with most being produced in modern times.


Anyway, it's not just a book about Queen Boudicca, but also about the early history of her country through the lens of the author.


And as for the unanswered questions remained, maybe they will be solved one day, but it seems unlikely.


Gunivortus


March 21, 2025
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Boudicca delivers a passionate speech to her warriors before the battle
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Boudicca as a teenager – combat training


Explanatory Notes


For those who cannot correctly place terms such as the Ice Age, Stone Age, Copper Age etc. in the history of the earth, and in particular the history of Europe, this chapter is, though somewhat 'technical’, possibly also clarifying. And it should then contribute to a better understanding when such terms appear in the following parts.


Guideline


Especially for many people outside England, the early history of Britain is largely unknown. And if you ask the slightly better informed about it, you get answers like “Yes, there were the Celts first, then came the Romans, then the Germanic tribes, (Angles, Saxons and a few others) and finally came the French Normans”.


This is certainly extremely abbreviated and does not do justice to the history of England, because so much more happened, which has been described in numerous books about the various periods with their countless events that you could fill a library with them.


Nevertheless, the short answer is partly correct, with the accent on 'partly’, as, just for example, the 'series’ is not complete, because many Vikings also migrated to the British Isles in the late Middle Ages. And even before the Celts, there were already inhabitants there. The book starts with them in part 2.


In order to structure all the content planned for this book, it has been divided into six main parts. Each part is subdivided into chapters. The six parts are:


Part 1: Introduction


Part 2: The Time before Boudicca


Part 3: Britain in Boudicca’s Time


Part 4: Boudicca


Part 5: The Time after Boudicca


Part 6: Boudicca’s Revival


Part 5 ends with the withdrawal of the Romans from Britain and part 6 deals with the rediscovery of Boudicca since the Renaissance period, starting the 15th century.


When studying the sources, the term used to refer to the tribes that lived in Britain during the Roman era catches the eye. Some call them British, while others write Britons. In this book, the spelling Britons is used to clearly distinguish them from the later and modern British.


The name Boudicca has several spellings, in the relevant literature Boudica, Boudouika, Boadicea, Voadicea and Bonduca are also used. The spelling with -cc- is retained here, following Tacitus as it is written in the modern editions of Tacitus’ works “Agricola” and “Annals”, who in antiquity wrote the works in Latin. In the surviving handwritten fragments of Tacitus’ work, the name is not always spelled the same.


However, according to the more recent derivation of the name, it would probably be more correct to spell it with -c-. More about the name on p. →.


This book will not continue with the immigration of Germanic peoples from the north of Germany, the Norman conquest and, more completely, the Vikings, because Queen Boudicca is basically the main topic of this book. Only the 'revival’ of interest in Boudicca in the ages of the Renaissance and Romanticism is discussed in Part 6.


The above division already indicates that several aspects of the early history of Britain and Boudicca are brought together here. Although there are too many to do justice to all of them in the depth of the many details, the bibliography and overview of the websites visited offer sufficient opportunities for those interested to delve deeper.


Because the time span of the main parts covers many tens of thousands of years, and even more, some time divisions are useful to provide here, so that when corresponding terms are used later, it can referred to the respective time periods with their characteristics.


Unfortunately, this becomes somewhat technical and theoretical, although technical terms are avoided as far as possible by paraphrases.


Climatological Classification


Britain’s unique location, situated between the Atlantic Ocean and mainland Europe, means that the country has experienced the most extreme climate fluctuations. Over the last million years, the climate has fluctuated from mild, Mediterranean conditions to long periods of cold when large ice sheets covered much of the country.


This is why a division into ice ages is made, each of which includes both a cold and a warm period (glacial and interglacial). Although there have been more ice ages in the history of the world since its formation than are mentioned here, they fall outside the scope of this frame. For that same reason, below, at first, only the last three ice ages are presented.


In these ice ages mentioned, glaciations began in Scandinavia or at very high altitudes such as the Alps. Cold and warm periods alternated. The Scandinavian ice caps, which were up to several kilometers thick, pushed the surface glaciers in all directions.


One of the main causes of the cyclical ice ages and warm periods are changes in the Earth’s orbital geometry (tilt and wobble of the Earth’s axis and deviations from the orbital ellipse). This is influenced by reciprocal gravitational forces (forces of attraction) in the sun, earth and moon system.


The shape of the earth’s elliptical orbit around the sun changes with a period of about 100,000 years, the inclination of the earth's axis to the orbit with a period of about 40,000 years, while the equinox on the elliptical orbit returns to the same position on the ellipse after about 20,000 years.
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Largest ice extent in Europe during the Elster glacial period. The boundaries of the ice on the map are somewhat controversial.


Ice Age 1


The “Elster Glaciation” was 400,000 to 320,000 years ago, so it lasted about 80,000 years. Traditionally, this glaciation was associated with the “Anglian Glaciation” in Great Britain and Ireland, meanwhile this has become somewhat controversial.


This cold period was followed by the warm period called “Holstein interglacial“ (“Hoxnian Stage” in Britain), which lasted around 20,000 years.


Ice Age 2


The “Saale Glaciation”, known in the UK as the “Wolstonian Stage”, was 300,000 to 130,000 years ago and lasted around 170,000 years.


This cold period was followed by the “Eemian interglacial” (also known as the “Ipswichian interglacial” in England), which lasted around 15,000 years. 7


Ice Age 3


The “Weichselian Glaciation” (also known in England as the “Weichselian Stage”) began about 115,000 years ago and ended about 10,000 years ago, so it lasted about 105,000 years.


There were layers of ice up to three kilometers (1.9 miles) thick. Because so much water was trapped in the form of ice, the sea level was about 130 meters (427 ft.) below today's level. During this time, the average global temperature was 5 to 6 degrees Celsius (41 to 42.8 Fahrenheit) lower than usual.


The warm period that followed and continues to this day has already lasted around 10,000 to 12,000 years. A new cold period is not foreseeable, as current global warming indicates that the next ice age, which may be expected, will not occur for a long time yet. Unless temperatures at the Poles rise, for example due to the greenhouse effect. This can have a devastating effect on ocean currents.


One of these ocean currents is the Gulf Stream, which transports warm water from the Gulf of Mexico across the Atlantic to northern Norway. There, the warm water sinks and flows back as a deep current: a classic heating system. It influences the Arctic cold air as well as Azores highs and Iceland lows.


But this system is sensitive. If temperatures rise, the ice at the poles melts and the salt water is diluted by fresh water. However, even the slightest dilution of the salt content causes the Gulf Stream to recede further south. The ‘European heat source’ would dry up. The consequences would be floods, storms, longer winters and shorter growing seasons. This could herald the start of a new cold period (glaciation).
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Woolly mammoths, a woolly rhinoceros and European cave lions with a reindeer carcass in a landscape of the outgoing last Glacial period.




Ices Ages (glacials and interglacials


in Northern and Western Europe


Pre-Tiglian (2.6 million years ago)


Tiglian interglacial (ended ca. 1.8 Mio, years ago)


Eburonian glacial (started ca. 1.78 Mio. years ago)


Waalian interglacial (ca. 1.6 to 1.4 Mio years ago)


Menapian glacial stage (about 990,000 to 800,000 years ago)


Bavelian complex (1.12 till 0.86 Mio years ago)


This stage consists of alternating glacial and interglacial


phases instead of being a continuous glacial epoch. Some


include Eburonium, Waal and Menapium into Bavelium


Cromerian complex (about 0,786 Mio years ago). A time period


comprising several warm periods and cold periods.


Elster glaciation (400,000 till 320,000 years ago)


Holstein interglacial (ca. 320,000 till ca. 300,000 years ago)


Saale glaciation (300,000 till 130,000 years ago)


Eem interglacial (127,000 till 106,000 years ago)


Weichsel glaciation (15.000 till 10.000 years ago)


Ices Ages (glacials and interglacials)


in Great Britain and Ireland


Bramertonian Stage (between 2.4 1.8 Mio years ago)


Baventian Stage/Pre-Pastonian (ended 1.8 mio years ago)


Pastonian Stage (ca. 1.6 to 1.4 Mio years ago)


Beestonian stage (ended about 866,000 years ago. Consists of


alternating glacial and interglacial phases)


Cromerian Stage (about 0,786 Mio years ago. Cconsists of


alternating slacial and interglacial phases.


Anglian Stage (478,000 till 424,000 years ago)


Hoxnian Stage (24,000 till 374,000 years ago)


Wolstonian Stage (300,000 till 130,000 years ago)


Ipswichian interglacial (127,000 till 106,000 years ago)


Devensian glaciation (33,000 till 1,300 years ago)


Flandrian interglacial (12,000 to the present day)





Cultural Classification


Human history covers the history of mankind from the Stone Age to the present day. More than 90 percent of this history lies in the oldest period of the Stone Age. The development of human social forms did not take place in a uniform manner, but in a multitude of temporal, spatial and culturally specific stages. This makes it difficult to classify human history in a generally valid way.


The advanced mastery of fire, the increasing transition from hunting and gathering to sedentarism (dwelling at the same place, this in contrast to a nomadic way of life that involves traveling around) with the development of urban centers and advanced civilizations, the modern discoveries and upheavals, especially in connection with the industrial revolution and colonialism, as well as the experiences of the world wars and accelerated globalization in the present day are to be emphasized as groundbreaking stages in human history as a whole.


The history of mankind is often divided into eras. The number of these varies, depending on the criteria used. A simple list is used here, namely the division into



	Prehistory (A breakdown of these follows below)


	Antiquity


	Middle Ages


	Modern Times.




All are again divided into subsections. Primarily the first two are relevant to the topic of this book.


Stone Age


The Stone Age is the earliest epoch in human history and also lasted the longest. It is characterized by preserved stone tools and began—according to current research—2.6 million years ago and lasted until 2500 years ago. The period is so called because human tools and weapons were made of stone. The Stone Age is divided into:



	Old Stone Age (Palaeolithic) – approx. 2,000,000 – approx. 10,000 BCE. Beginnings of the manufacture of stone tools until the end of the Ice Age.


	Middle Stone Age (Mesolithic) – approx. 10,000 – approx. 5,500 BCE. End of the Ice Age until the beginning of widespread agriculture.


	
Late Stone Age (Neolithic) ca. 5,500 BCE - ca. 2,500 BCE from the spread of agriculture to the widespread use of copper tools.




These three periods are often further subdivided.
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Skara Brae is a stone-built Neolithic settlement, located on the Bay of Skaill on the west coast of Mainland, the largest island in the Orkney archipelago of Scotland. It consisted of ten clustered houses, made of flagstones, in earthen dams that provided support for the walls; the houses included stone hearths, beds, and cupboards. A primitive sewer system, with "toilets" and drains in each house, included water used to flush waste into a drain and out to the ocean. The site is Europe's most complete Neolithic village.





Copper Age


The Copper Age, also known as the Chalcolithic, was an archaeological period characterized by the increasing use of molten copper. It followed the Neolithic and preceded the Bronze Age. It occurred at different times in different areas. For Europe, the period between 5500 and 2200 BCE roughly applies.


In Britain, copper was used between the 25th and 22nd centuries BCE, but there are archaeologists who do not see this as a British Chalcolithic period because production and use was limited. In fact, however, it was an important step in the smelting of metals. For the first time, a metal was not used in the form in which it was found, but was extracted from an ore (copper oxide) by reduction with charcoal (carbon). All metal extraction processes up until the 20th century were based on this method.


Bronze Age


The Bronze Age is the period in human history in which metal objects such as weapons, utensils and jewelry were primarily made of bronze, a copper-tin alloy. In Central Europe, this epoch covers the period from 2200 to 800 BCE, in Britain 2500 – 700/800 BCE.


The imbalanced distribution of metal resources, especially the extremely rare tin required for the production of bronze, led to the emergence of an extensive trade network that spread not only goods but also cultural ideas. The discovery of a trading ship from the late Bronze Age period provides impressive evidence of the variety of goods that were traded over great distances.


The division according to the material used, stone, bronze and iron, is mainly limited to Europe, West Asia and North Africa.


As the term refers exclusively to the material frequently used, the classification of a culture to this period gives no indication of the level of its cultural development.


Iron Age


The Iron Age is a period of prehistory and early history named after the material iron, which was used to make cutting weapons and tools. After the Stone Age and the Bronze Age, it is the third major period in the simple chronological structure of the Three-Period-System.1


The Iron Age began in the Middle East around 1200 BCE, when the Hittite Empire fell. In Northern Europe, it extends from around 750 BCE to 1025 CE.


The period between around 800 BCE and the Roman conquest in the 1st century CE is called the Iron Age in Britain. This period differs to other parts of Europe.
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Britonic Iron Age couple


The name “Britain”


The next main part focuses on the archipelago that we know as Britain, or Great Britain. As this name will be mentioned often, this section ends with a linguistic explanation of how this name may have come about. Admittedly, like so many etymological explanations, this last short section is quite 'technical’.


The oldest known name for the British islands was Albion, referenced by Claudius Ptolemy (ca. 100 – ca. 170 CE) as Άλουίων (Alouion), perhaps derived from the observation of the white cliffs of Dover, as the Latin term “albus” translates to “white.”


The islands were first mentioned as a group by seafarers from the ancient Greek colony of Massalia (todays French city of Marseille). Unfortunately, the original records have been lost. However, later writings such as Ora maritima by Avienius, who quoted from the Massaliote Periplus (6th century BCE), and Pytheas’ On the Ocean (Περί του ωκεανού) (ca. 325-320 BCE) have survived.


Those early historians from the 6th century BCE did not use the term Britannia; instead, they referred to the region as nesos lemon kai Albionon, meaning the island of the tribes of the lerni and Albiones. Pytheas of Massalia, writing in the 4th century BCE, also mentioned Albion alongside lerni.


By the 1st century BCE, the term Britannia had supplanted Albion as the dominant Latin nomenclature for the island of Britain.


The name “Britain” probably derives from the Britonic *Pritanī2 and is one of the oldest known names for England. The similarly derived terms “Briton” and “British” refer to some or all of the inhabitants of the island and, to a lesser extent, to the inhabitants of the smaller islands in the vicinity. “British Isles” is the only historical term for these islands that has survived in common usage.


However, the name “Britain” has come down to us from the Latin: Britannia, via the Old French Bretaigne and the Middle English Breteyne, possibly influenced by the Old English Bryten(lond). The latter probably again derives from the Latin Britannia. The Latin name is probably an adaptation of the Britonic name for the island, *Pritanī. This name, in turn, is closely related to the Celtic term *Pretani, which probably means “the painted” or “the tattooed” and refers to body decoration and painting.


In the 1st century BCE, Diodorus Siculus referred to them as Πρεττανική νήϭος (Prettanikē nësos), meaning “the Britonic island”, and Πρεττανοι (Prettanoï), meaning “the Britons”. The Greek Strabo (ca. 63 BCE-after 23 CE) used the term Βρεττανική (Brettanike), while Marcian of Heraklea (ca. 4th century (CE) in his Periplus maris exteri referred to the islands as on αἱ Πρεττανικαί νῆσοι (the Prettanic Islands).


Although historians today are not in complete agreement, they generally assume that these Greek and Latin names were probably derived from the indigenous Celtic names of the archipelago. Accordingly, the inhabitants of the islands were known as Πρεττανοί (Prit-eni or Pretani).


In Welsh today, the name is (Ynys) Prydain. This could indicate that the original Britonic name had the initials P- and not B-. This would then give *P*rydain. In the language of the ancient Britons, the -d- could have been pronounced as -th-, thus *prit-, Welsh pryd, Old Irish cruith, Proto-Celtic *kwrit-: ‘form, shape’, which is combined with an adjectival suffix. This leads to *pritan ī.


The Roman name Britannia is translated as Britain. This is correct up to and including the Roman period, as the name Great Britain was only used after the Roman period, mainly at first to distinguish it from Brittany (Little Britain) in France.


Especially in part 6 it becomes deliberately Great Britain, because there it deals with the time after the Middle Ages.


When the name England appears, for example in quotations (that name only came into existence during the Anglo-Saxon period), it refers to Britain in the first five parts of this book.
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After this rather theoretical but probably useful explanation meant for a better understanding of related terms in the next parts, the focus in the next main Part is on Britain.


In conclusion ... the terms people/peoples and tribe/tribes are largely used as synonyms; this should be noted, as they will appear interchangeably.


[image: ]


The White Cliffs of Dover
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The Armada Memorial (see p. XX) in Plymouth depicting Britannia, who became in the 2nd century CE to be personified as a goddess, armed with a spear and shield and wearing a Corinthian helmet.


The curiosity entertained by all civilized nations, of inquiring into the exploits and adventures of their ancestors, commonly excites a regret that the history of remote ages should always be so much involved in obscurity, uncertainty, and contradiction.


	David Hume






1 The Three-Period System is a scientific system of archaeology that divides European prehistory into three periods – the Stone Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age – based on characteristic materials used to make tools, weapons, and jewelry.


2 The 'asterisk’, *, that accompanies many words from ancient times means that a word or form is not documented in historical sources, but was 'only’ discovered by applying the methods of applying historical linguistics, e.g. by reconstructing the word by comparison with similar words in writings from later times.









Part 2: The Time


Before Boudicca


When the UK left the European Union in 2016 following a referendum, it was a move that was approved by the British electorate by a narrow majority. But that was Brexit 2.0, because there was already a Brexit 1.0 a very long time ago.


Thousands of years in the past, Britain was geologically connected to mainland Europe, it was not an island.


There are several theories that explain why it separated from the mainland and became an island.


This Part is, among other things, about that, about the island, or archipelago, that we know as Britain, it is about its origins and about its early population.


How Britain Became an Island


Yes, there was a time when Britain was not an island, but connected by land to mainland Europe.


When that fixed link still existed, there is thought to have been migration of early populations in both directions between Brittany and Cornwall, during an ice age3.


A catastrophic flood separated Britain from France hundreds of thousands of years ago and changed the course of British history. Shortly before that happened, roughly 450,000 years ago, large parts of northern Europe, including what is now the North Sea, were covered in ice.


Sea levels were so low at the time that you wouldn't have needed to take a ferry or a train through the Channel Tunnel to get from France to the UK. Instead, the English Channel, which separates England today from mainland Europe, was as good as dry land—or, more accurately, a Siberia-like frozen tundra with a few small rivers running through it.


Water from rivers was prevented from flowing into the Atlantic Ocean by the ice masses and it built up into a large lake just before them. When the ice melted and retreated, there were only rocks left to hold back the water. It is assumed that this rock wall broke when a small earthquake occurred. This allowed the water masses of the lake, which were several dozen meters high, to flow away. The waterfalls they then formed were estimated to be 100 meters (ca. 328 ft.) high, as the land bridge was known to stand high above the surrounding landscape. It cut through the landscape with brute force.


However, this did not yet give rise to today's English Channel, as a much narrower waterway than the one we see today was formed.


A second outflow from other, smaller lakes in the ice sheets of the North Sea could have caused a second flood, which further eroded the resulting river, but it was still a small water.


The “Doggerland” is also mentioned in this context. Until around 6000 BCE, up to 45,000 square kilometers of dry land connected the British Isles up to Scotland with the region where Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands are located today. This gigantic land bridge was formed at the end of the Weichselian Ice Age.


In the northern hemisphere, huge masses of water were trapped in the ice, so that the sea level was around 120 meters (ca. 394 ft.) below today’s level. At the same time, the ice retreated northwards before the land dried up a good 10,000 years ago.


Around 6000 BCE, an almost apocalyptic catastrophe occurred. Part of what is now called 'Norway’, the so-called Storegga, collapsed, causing one of the largest tsunamis in human history and triggering the “Storegga landslide.” Across a width of 800 kilometers (ca. 497 miles), earth masses of about the size of Iceland collapsed into the sea and created a tidal wave that washed ten to twenty meters (ca. 66 ft.) high over the coasts of Europe. What remained of Doggerland disappeared into the sea. Only the red rocks of the German North Sea island “Helgoland” stood out above the water and still do today.


The North Sea took, roughly, its original shape and Britain lost its physical connection to the mainland. Without these dramatic breaks, Britain would still be part of mainland Europe.


That was Brexit 1.0; the Brexit no one voted for.


All that remains of Doggerland is Dogger Bank, a large, elongated sandbank in the North Sea that in some places is only 13 meters (42.7 ft.) below sea level.
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The Oldest Inhabitants of Britain


Before the arrival of the Celts, humanity in Britain had evolved greatly in two periods: the Stone Age and the Bronze Age.


The British Stone Age dates back some 950,000 to 700,000 years, as evidenced by the tools found at Pakefield in Suffolk and Happisburgh in Norfolk (South and East Britain respectively).


These inhabitants differed from modern humans, as the footprints found by scientists suggest that they may have been Homo antecessor (Latin Homo: man; antecessor = predecessor, a form of human over 780,000 years old), a type of human that has been found in Spain in particular.
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Reconstruction of a Homo heidelbergensis head


Apart from this species, another human species, estimated to be 500,000 years old, lived in the British Isles area during this period. Homo heidelbergensis, a large and imposing early human species, is the first for which we have found fossil evidence in Britain: a leg bone and two teeth found at Boxgrove in West Sussex.


These people lived there for over 100,000 years and they skillfully butchered large animals, leaving behind numerous horse, deer and rhinoceros bones. This indicates that they were able to plan and cooperate and hunt as a group.


This species of humans exhibited considerable strength and muscularity, characterized by prominent forehead ridges and comparatively large cranial capacities. They demonstrated a high level of skill in tool-making, crafting their implements with remarkable precision. Their hand axes and various stone tools attributed to them have been discovered at multiple archaeological sites across Britain.


Fossils of very early Neanderthals, dated to around 400,000 years ago, have been found at Swanscombe in Kent, and of classic Neanderthals, around 225,000 years old, at Pontnewydd in Wales. Between 180,000 and 60,000 years ago, when the Neanderthals returned, Britain was uninhabited by humans. It is estimated that by 40,000 years ago—there are several millennia of leeway here—ancient human forms had died out there and modern humans had reached Britain. However, Neanderthals and Homo sapiens are thought to have coexisted and interbred for a short time. This assumption is based on DNA traces of Neanderthals in modern humans in Western Europe.


Our own species is a relative newcomer to Britain. The earliest direct evidence is a jaw fragment found in Kent’s Cavern, Devon. Scientific analysis has shown that it is approximately 40,000 years old.


For thousands of years, the presence of Homo sapiens in Britain was brief and sporadic. It has only been continuous for around 12,000 years.


The modern humans who appeared in Britain were highly adaptable hunter-gatherers. Their ability to innovate differed from that of all previous species. They lived in larger groups, had wider social networks and moved over greater distances. This extended interaction led to the sharing of stories and information, including the spread of new ideas and knowledge.


The first colonization of Britain by Homo sapiens was short-lived, as the climate fluctuated between low temperatures and a tundra habitat and severe ice ages that made Britain uninhabitable for long periods.


Megalithic Monuments


One of the most famous relics from the Stone Age is Stonehenge. This is a megalithic structure from the last phase of the Stone Age. It is located near the River Avon near Amesbury, southern England. It was built from at least 3000 BCE in several successive versions. The site was used at least until the Bronze Age and then abandoned. What remains is a badly damaged monument.


There are various, sometimes complementary, sometimes contradictory hypotheses about the reason and ultimate purpose of this very elaborate monument. They range from the assumption that it was a site for burials and other religious cults to that of an astronomical observatory with calendar functions (e.g. for sowing times).


All hypotheses, even the purely speculative ones, agree on one point: The horseshoes and the stones placed vertically in front of their openings are precisely aligned with the sunrise on the day of the summer solstice at that time.


But apart from Stonehenge, there are many more amazing human-made Stone Age monuments in England, such as



	The Avebury Stone Circle, near the village of Avebury in Wiltshire county


	The Mên-an-Tol, between Madron and Morvah, Cornwall


	The Boswens Menhir, northeast of St Just in Penwith, Cornwall


	and the impressive Castlerigg Stone Circle in Allendale, Cumbria.
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Castlerigg stone circle, dated to the


transition period Stone Age – Bronze Age


Many such monuments are listed on a well-known website about Megalithic monuments4, usually with links to other relevant websites.


With the “Anglian Glaciation” (p. 7), Britain was depopulated, as the cold of the glacial period made it impossible for people to survive there.


After the last glaciation, which ended about 10,000 years ago (this date is sometimes given as about 12,000 years), Britain has been continuously inhabited ever since.


Bell Beaker Culture
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Beall Beaker ceramic


In the penultimate millennium BCE, Britain was inhabited by people who belonged to the Bell Beaker culture. This was a Copper Age culture that existed in the transitional period between the Stone Age and the Bronze Age. It existed in southern, western and central Europe (in the east as far as Hungary) from 2600 BCE, lasted until around 2200 BCE and only existed in Great Britain until around 1800 BCE.


The Bell Beaker people were a group of immigrants who came to Britain around 2,500 BCE and were named after their beautiful, unique bell-shaped pottery.


They came from the temperate regions of Europe, today's Spain is often mentioned in this context.


Presumably these people first moved to Central and Western Europe to find copper and tin.


Farming and archery were said to be their main occupations, and they wore stone wrist guards to protect their arms from the painful sting of die bowstring.


The Beaker people established pastoralism5 as part of the Neolithic agricultural way of life.


They produced their pottery and later the first woven garments and also appear to have invented the first known alcoholic drink in Britain, honey-based mead.


Tin is thought to have been Britain's only export at this time. It was probably collected from rivers in Cornwall and Devon as cassiterite pebbles and traded in this raw, unrefined state.


The achievements of the Wessex culture in Bronze Age Britain certainly fit into this context. This Wessex culture of the Early Bronze Age in southwest Britain emerged from the expansion of the Bell Beaker culture as people migrated in search of iron and tin.


In addition to Stonehenge, Britain's most famous site from the late Stone Age, In addition to Stonehenge, Britain’s most famous site from this period, there are numerous mounds that may have been used or created for burials. One of these mounds is Silbury Hill, which is thought to have originally been a burial mound, although there is no concrete evidence to support tills hypothesis. At a height of 37 meters (ca. 121 ft.), Silbury Hill is the largest manmade prehistoric mound in Europe. It is located near the village of Avebury in the county of Wiltshire in the southwest of Great Britain.
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Stonehenge, a Young Stone Age megalithic monument


It is likely that both Stonehenge and Silbury Hill were enlarged by the advent of new cultural practices and materials introduced by the Beaker peoples. With the arrival of the Beaker peoples in Britain, there was a significant increase in labor mobilization. The construction of Silbury Hill was much more elaborate compared to Stonehenge, and its construction coincides with the emergence of the Beaker tombs.


It remains uncertain whether there was a significant influx of Hallstatt Culture (p. 28) people to the British Isles, as previous research has suggested. The only significant movement of people that can reasonably be interpreted as Targe scale immigration’ occurred during the Copper Age, particularly during the Bell Beaker culture period. This movement is often associated with the Indo-Europeanization of Britain and Ireland, rather than Celticization. The non-Celtic river names in Scotland, for example, can be traced back to this period. It should be noted that the presence of Celts in the early 2nd millennium BC is considered to be ruled out. In addition, this does not necessarily mean that the new Bell Beaker migration displaced the indigenous population: there is a possibility that people peacefully distributed new ideas and goods among themselves.
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The Silbury Barrow, near Avebury, Wiltshire


Data obtained from DNA indicates that the Bell Beaker people had a generally different skin color than the population before them, who had olive-brown skin, brown eyes and dark hair. In contrast, the Bell Beaker people had genes that significantly reduced eye and skin pigmentation, so that blue eyes, light skin and blond hair became increasingly common in the population.


Since the description so far is “prehistory”, there are no written records. Most of what we know about this prehistory has been derived from artifacts. The only source for this prehistory is archeology. This means that many sites were destroyed just to find out about them. It means that treasures are plundered to be placed in museums and universities at best and sold to collectors at worst. Today, that kind of research has become much more carefully.


New genetic research has shown that traces of the Bell Beaker people and their predecessors are present in the DNA of many inhabitants of the British Isles. However, it would be too easy to take a linear view and label megalithic people as ancestors, as we do not know how these DNA traces came about.


Genetics


Many studies have already been published on this subject, and as the relevant research progresses, perspectives change, leading to new publications. It is a developing field. This is not the only reason why this section is kept short, but also because it is a topic that requires considerable prior knowledge to understand the research data.


The study of the genetic history of the British Isles falls within the field of human genetics. This area of study has developed in parallel with advances in DNA6 testing to identify genetic similarities and differences between modern and historical populations. The results of population genetics in relation to the British Isles inform and enrich the wider understanding of human history in the area and are consistent with research in the fields of linguistics, archeology, history and genealogy.


Genes are the carriers of our genetic information that are then passed on to our children; they make us who we are and we are made up of DNA. Our human and non-human ancestors have passed this DNA on to us over millions of years. Groups of settlers who gradually colonized Britain after the end of the last Ice Age around 12,000 years ago each contributed their own genetic signatures.


Our genetic code is written in a DNA alphabet with only four letters: A, G, G and T. In total, the code consists of three billion of those letters (called the genome). On average, the difference between two unrelated individuals is about a thousand such Tetters’, which means that genetically we are 99.9 percent the same as every other person and yet we are all unique. This also applies to population groups in the UK, as a study by the “People of the British Isles Project” shows, among other things, that the groups we refer to as 'Celtic’ or of 'Celtic descent’—such as Cornish, Welsh, Irish and Scottish—show genetic differences.


Every living being is descended from the first life forms that evolved on Earth. Although the genetic sequences of all species living today have diverged over millions of years, there are still many genetic similarities between humans and other species.


In the past decade, advances in ancient DNA extraction technologies have allowed researchers to study in more detail the genetic consequences of historical migrations. These advances have shown that the genetic makeup of a significant portion of continental Europe, including Britain and Ireland, can ultimately be traced back to invaders from the Eurasian steppes.7


Genetic evidence suggests that the people of Wales are most closely related to the Palaeolithic (Old Stone Age) settlers who first migrated from western Germany and the Atlantic coast of Europe as the ice retreated. These early settlers spread throughout the British Isles, but the descendants of those who lived in England, Scotland and Ireland were more likely to meet and interbreed with groups of later arrivals, gradually developing different patterns of genetic variation from the people of Wales.


During the Neolithic (New Stone Age) and Bronze Age, (see p. →ff), people continued to migrate across the English Channel, bringing their distinctive pottery and metalwork with them.


Genetic research revealed a DNA pattern dating to around this time, which people living in northern France today share with those in England, Northern Ireland and Scotland, but not with those in Wales. It seems that a considerable number of people took the opportunity to cross the narrow English Channel and spread across most of Britain.


Among these people may have been the first farmers at the beginning of the Neolithic period. They may also have been among the 'Bell Beaker Peoples’ who introduced the distinctive decorated pottery, developed copper working and traded metals with other parts of Europe.


There is a fringe theory that Germanic was partly spoken in Britain (or at least in its more southerly parts) before the Roman invasion. This theory is based on the absence of Celtic words in Anglo-Saxon, the small number of Celtic inscriptions in Britain and some comments by Roman historians. While it is widely believed that insular Celtic was spoken in large parts of Britain, earlier Germanic settlers cannot be ruled out.


Celts


The Emergence of Celtic Culture


First of all, it is important to confront a view that has long since become outdated, but is unfortunately still entrenched today.


It is today considered certain that the Celts were neither a unified people nor a nation. As is the case with the generic term 'Germanic peoples’, we can at best speak of numerous different ethnic groups or many smaller tribes that shared a minimum degree of similarity in language and culture.


While the Greeks placed the Celts rather vaguely in the west, the Romans used the term for a large group of tribes whose areas of residence covered most of Western Europe. Most Gallic tribes were referred to as Celts by the Romans, as were some peoples of Iberia. When modern sources refer to the historical Britons as Celts, it is primarily a matter of language. Their language, usually referred to as “Brythonic” or “Britonic,” is closely related to the Celtic language of the Gauls. Since genetic evidence does not allow the conclusion that the Britons themselves are particularly closely related to the Gauls, the similarity can obviously only be narrowed down to language and parts of the culture. Here too, however, there is a limitation, as the material culture of the Celtiberians differs greatly from that of the Gallic Celtic peoples. In places where no great difference can be detected, this probably has to do with the fact that members of Gallic peoples also migrated to Britain over time.


The term “Celts” is often used for peoples who lived in Iron Age Europe north of the Mediterranean before the Roman conquest, because ancient writers gave them this name. However, the term is partly misleading, as these peoples were not part of a unified state, but belonged to a variety of tribes, many of which didn’t even have direct contact with each other. While the term is useful in everyday vernacular, it obscures the complex relationships between the various 'Celtic’ peoples who lived in Western and Central Europe. There was probably temporal and spatial overlap of some cultural traits and at the same time isolation and uniqueness of others. The European Iron Age was undoubtedly a lively period for them too, characterized by cultural interactions, trade relations, wars and migrations.


The first mentions of the Celts were made by Greek authors between 540 and 424 BCE; Herodotus (c. 485 – c. 425 BCE) and Hecataeus of Miletus (c. 550 – c. 476 BCE) are often mentioned in this context. They referred to the peoples who were associated with the La Tène culture and with whom they traded as “Keltoi.”


However, Roman authors provide more valuable insights. In the course of the expansion of the Roman world, they came into direct contact with Celtic peoples on their northern borders. Unfortunately, the classical texts are incomplete and were often written long after the events. Therefore, such information offers, at best, a more or less random “snapshot” of the Celtic peoples.


Many scholars believe that the origins of the Celtic culture can be traced back to three older cultures, the chronology of which partially overlap.


	The first is the Urnfield Culture of the Late Bronze Age, which was located on the upper Danube from around 1300 BCE and lasted until around 800 BCE. The name “Urnfield Culture” is based on the custom at the time of burying the ashes of the deceased in urns. However, this culture was also characterized by typical bronze and ceramic forms.



As archaeological finds from this period are scarce, we know very little about the lives of the people who belonged to this culture. However, it is assumed that they lived at the beginning of the Iron Age, which started at the beginning of the 1st millennium BCE. In the following two to three centuries, the technology of iron working spread throughout Europe. Iron bronze was the metal of choice for making stronger and more durable tools and weapons.


	
The town of Hallstatt on Lake Hallstatt in the Salzkammergut region in Upper Austria gave its name to the second Proto-Celtic group of peoples, the “Hallstatt culture.” It existed from around 1200 BCE to around 450 BCE and is thought to have peaked between the eighth and sixth centuries BCE. Remains have been found from north-eastern France to the north-west of the Balkan Peninsula. They probably spread through trade, migration, marriage, alliances between peoples and the imitation of cultural techniques.



The characteristic peoples of this period became wealthy thanks to local deposits of salt, iron and copper, which were mined and traded via waterways.


Imported goods in the Hallstatt burial mounds, and valuable goods such as gold and amber jewelry, prove that trade also took place with the Etruscans in Italy and with Greeks who had settled in southern France. The demise of the Hallstatt culture was probably linked to the exhaustion of the aforementioned mineral resources. However, disputes between competing peoples may also have contributed to this.
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Overview map of the Hallstatt (orange) and La Tène (green) cultures. Mixed colors are Hallstatt and La Tène overlap. Just brown is Hallstatt outside its original core area.


	The “La Tène culture,” sometimes also known as the La Tène period and the Younger Iron Age, which existed between around 450 and 50 BCE, is the third group that was important for the emergence of Celtic culture proper. It owes its name to the site of La Tène on the northern shore of Lake Neuchâtel in Switzerland.



The La Tène culture, perhaps best understood as a group of different tribes or peoples who shared common characteristics in art and religion, was spread over a wide area of western and central Europe, from Ireland to Romania. Their cultural characteristics included ironwork, votive offerings in wells, the depositing of weapons in graves, and stylized art. There is also much evidence of trade with the Mediterranean countries.


Their conurbations were located along the major rivers Loire, Marne, Moselle and Elbe.


The original archaeological term "La Tène" is often used as a synonym for the Celtic culture in the last 500 years before the turn of the millennium. However, this is at least inaccurate, as the La Tène culture was not identical to this Celtic culture.


In the ancient history of Britain, the ancient Britons are not referred to as “Celts” like their continental neighbors, and the ancient Britons themselves never used this term to define their own identity. This term only emerged in Britain from the 18th century and misses the reality of the archaeological evidence. The evidence suggests that the population at the time of Caesar’s invasion spoke different 'Celtic’ languages and that Britain was made up of different communities with different cultural practices, often distinct from those of the continental Celts, but occasionally with similar themes or individual fashions.


A notable example of this regional diversity is the discovery of grain pits and pottery in the tribal areas of southern and eastern Britain, indicating a thriving agricultural economy. However, in the northern region, which was dominated by the Brigantes tribe (or confederation of tribes) and stretched across the Pennines8, the economy appeared to be based less on agriculture and more on animal husbandry. There is little evidence of grain cultivation and storage in the area.


Instead, livestock was reared through a system of nomadism or transhumance, where animals moved in an annual cycle between winter quarters in the lowlands and summer pastures in the uplands.


Meanwhile, the indigenous pottery discovered appears to be rougher and made by hand, rather than on a wheel. Nevertheless, these differences do not indicate a less sophisticated culture. Undoubtedly, most vessels were made of wood, basketry and leather—materials better suited to the demands of a nomadic lifestyle. Whenever the Brigantes wanted exquisite pottery, they conveniently imported it.


Julius Caesar, the first author to have first-hand knowledge of the inhabitants of the British Isles, introduces them in his work. In it, he examines the similarities between Britain and the coastal regions of Gaul and highlights the migration of the Gallic settlers across the EnglishChannel. Interestingly, Caesar notes that the Britons living further inland considered themselves to be indigenous and different from the migrating Celts. The Romans, on the other hand, regarded the Britons as a diverse group of people and distinguished between the Brittones in the north and the Britanni in the south.


Brief Typification of the Celts


The Celts did not leave behind extensive written records of their own, so our understanding of their society relies on secondhand accounts from classical authors and piecing together information from archaeological remains. It is known that most Celtic communities were rural and agrarian, with a clear hierarchy. At the top were kings, queens or an aristocratic group who derived their wealth from their livestock, later from land ownership. Below them were various groups categorized by their functions and skills, such as warriors, druids, specialized artisans, and traders (including foreigners). The majority of the population consisted of low-skilled craft workers and farmers, while slaves occupied the lowest rung of society. However, there is no evidence of any barriers preventing individuals from moving between these groups, as long as they acquired the necessary wealth through valor in war or underwent the required education or apprenticeship.


Within Celtic society, there existed a system where powerful individuals took on the responsibility of caring for others, providing them with food, shelter, legal protection, and military support in exchange for some form of service. This system resembled the lord and vassal relationship seen in medieval feudalism. In Celtic society, such minions were known as ambacti, and this arrangement created bonds of loyalty between them, their lord, and the wider ruling class. Some lords commanded the loyalty of thousands of kinsmen, retainers, and vassals.


However, it is important to note that these are generalizations, and there were significant variations in Celtic culture as the Iron Age progressed in Europe and across different geographical regions. In essence, Celtic societies in one part of Europe during 700 BCE may have been vastly different from those in another part of the continent, let alone when compared to Celtic societies in 400 CE.


The Languages of the Celts


A reconstructed precursor language, Proto-Celtic, is considered to be the origin of the Celtic languages. Until the turn of the millennium (from BCE to CE), Celtic languages and Celtic peoples were native to large parts of Europe and Asia Minor. Many sub-branches and individual languages of these peoples have long since died out completely.


The Celtic languages, which together form a branch of the Indo-European language family, are the most striking sign of a connection between many peoples in Iron Age Europe. In this respect, the peoples speaking them probably had enough in common to understand and communicate with each other.


A distinction is generally made between two language groups, Insular Celtic and Continental Celtic. The latter group became much less widespread after the Roman Empire and then largely disappeared. The only surviving examples are entries in works by Greek and Roman writers and a few epigraphic remains such as ceramic graffiti, votive stones and gravestones. The best documented language of this group is Gaulish.


The Celtic languages of the British Isles are divided into Britannic languages (Breton, Cornish and Welsh) and Goidelic languages (Irish and its medieval derivatives: Scottish Gaelic and Manx).


Britannic


It has long been assumed that Britannic was spoken throughout Britain in Roman times, but this view has recently been challenged as elements of pre-Celtic languages are thought to have been present at the time. From the Britannic language developed




	the Cumbrian language, which has been considered extinct since the Middle Ages,


	the Cornish language, which has not been spoken since the 18th century, but is now enjoying a revival,


	Breton, which is believed to have been introduced in the 5th century CE by Briton settlers from Cornwall in Brittany in western France. Because Breton is one of the island Celtic languages, it is not directly related to Gaulish.


	Welsh, which is still spoken today.





Goidelic


The earliest evidence of Goidelic Irish dates back to the 5th century GE. Between around 950 and 1200 GE, it developed into Middle Irish and then evolved into modern Irish, which exists today and is the official language of the Irish Republic. Other Goidelic languages are




	Scottish Gaelic, which became one of the official languages in Scotland in 2005,


	Canadian Gaelic, which was the third most spoken language in Canada in the 19th century,


	Manx, which was thought to have died out in the 20th century but has since been revived,


	and Shelta, (also known as Gammen, Sheldru or Cant). This is a hybrid language containing elements of Irish Gaelic and English as well as features of other Indo-European languages. Its name probably goes back to the Irish siûlta, which means “wandering” and “on the move”. This is said to refer to the nomadic lifestyle of its speakers. Shelta is spoken by the non-sedentary or only partially sedentary population of the British Isles. These people are often referred to as Tinkers (Pavee, Traveller).
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