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“Take people for what they are;


there are no others.“


(Konrad Adenauer)




“You cannot undo the errors of the past;


Pangs of conscience bring no reward. Forget them!


Shape your future having learnt from experience.“


(Bodo Tietz)




My thanks go to my wife Hilke for her loving support in looking after the family and assisting me during my work at terra over the past 46 years, and to my two sons Andreas and Michael, who have been running the company on their own with great success for many years.


(Bodo Tietz)




My thanks go to Lars Röper for helping me to write this book in prose form, for reading the documents of both a personal and business nature that I submitted to him, and for incorporating my own accounts of events, my own ideas and reports into its making.




[image: ]


www.biografie-meines-lebens.de








Prologue


How terra all began in 1978


"Latin" was hardly a subject I relished at school. And yet the Latin word for Earth was one that appealed to my wife and myself almost instantaneously. "terra": it had an international ring to it, sounded cosmopolitan and solidly respectable, somehow, for a word of only four letters. Would our company stand on solid ground? We had no way of knowing? But that was the name it was to have: "terra Handels- und Speditions GmbH".


On 28th February, 1978, we had terra incorporated in the commercial register. Later that very same day I took a black exercise book, the kind used for schoolwork, out of the drawer and looked at its cover. The little white square on the front intended to bear a description of its contents was as empty as all the pages inside. With an air of nervous expectancy I took the ball-point pen and wrote the words "Current business transactions terra Handels- und Speditions GmbH" on the front of the black exercise book.
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I paused for a moment and added another word underneath:


" - items book - "


Our orders, if indeed there were any, were to be recorded in that black exercise book. For the time being, however, I simply laid it down on the desk in the terra office which we had set up in our detached family home in Heidekamp in Buchholz. Hilke was sure to notice the little book at once when she entered the office.


Leaving the office, I threw a quick glance at the calendar: the year "1978" loomed large in solitary splendour above the many days still to come. Gloomy times in Germany. "Conspirative dwellings" had become the "buzzword of the year"; this was the term given to residential property that served todisguise its function as a base for terrorist or secret service activity.following.attacks carried out by the RAF terrorists and the kidnapping and murder of the President of the Employers´ Association in the autumn of 1977.


Helmut Schmidt, German Chancellor at the time, always felt partly responsible for Schleyer´s death, having not given in to the RAF´s demands for the release of imprisoned terrorists.


1978 was also a most disapppointing year for German football. Only one win in six games and a 3-2 defeat by Austria to crown it all turned the World Cup in Argentina into the "disgrace of Cordoba".


In February 1978 Hilke and I had just as little inkling of what was to happen that year as what the future held in store for terra. A few small orders came along, the first entries in our little "items book". But I had not yet given up my employee status. Hilke and I both felt that the time was not yet ripe for that. The first company I had established a few years earlier had, after all, failed. Moreover, the presence ofour two wonderful boys, Andreas and Michael, was being felt more and more in our daily lives. And there was another baby on its way. We could not do without a certain degree of financial security.


After our customary family breakfast together one morning I grabbed the two boys, drove Michael to kindergarten and Andreas to school and set off for work to Hamburg. Hilke took care of all the chores that needed to be done in a family household before proceeding to the office. After all, "terra Handels- und Speditions GmbH" was now open for business.


Things were quiet, not a peep from the telephone on the desk in front of her. The only sound to be heard was the barely audible humming of the brand new teleprinter installed in the cellar. It wasn´t the hum that was troubling Hilke, but the fact that all our savings had gone into the procurement of the teleprinter. With that money we could almost have done a round-the-world trip. And what was wrong with simply carrying on as an employee? Everything was running smoothly.


Hilke looked once more at the silent telephone, got up and cast a sceptical glance at the teleprinter and then at the clock. Barely half an hour had passed since terra had opened its doors, summoning business from all corners of the earth. If things stayed this quiet, it was going to be a tormentingly long day and one that would earn the teleprinter looks of increasing reprehension. It wasn´t the teleprinter´s fault, of course, that we had plunged ourselves into this entrepreneurial adventure.


Hilke was just deciding whether to wash another machine-load of kids´ clothes when the ringing of the telephone immediately blotted out all thoughts of such. A smile spread across her face. "That will be Bodo", she thought,"calling to wish me a pleasant morning and to enquire about how is doing". She wouldn´t have much to report.


Professionally she waited for the second ring before lifting the receiver off its hook and placing it to her mouth and ear, thinking it would be me. "Good morning, terra Handels- und Speditions GmbH, Hilke Tietz speaking", she said, registering at once that she was not yet quite used to saying the word terra.


"Good morning" came the reply from a voice she didn´t recognize, giving Hilke a bit of a start. It wasn´t Bodo.


"We are looking for someone", the man on the other end continued, "to transfer trucks to Teheran. Can you do that?". Without even a second´s hesitation Hilke replied confidently, "Of course we can", without actually knowing how terra would execute such an order. Feeling rather pleased with herself and somewhat surprised by the confident manner of her assurance, Hilke inquired , "How many trucks are we talkng about?"


"15 trucks", the man replied.


"Yes", said Hilke, emphasizing our competemce. "terra shall be glad to do that for you. When is it scheduled for? The caller was happy to give my wife further details and in no time at all the splendid teleprinter was humming away.merrily:


"Order placed". 15 trucks for Iran. Wasn´t that something! It was on 21st April, 1978, that I proudly entered our first big order, item No.13, in the black exercise book.
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Sometimes it is no more than a split second that determines whether you will get the order or not. Hilke had done a magnificent job! We had pulled it off. We hugged each other joyfully. What I didn´t tell my wife until later, however, was that I had already been in touch with the new client and had arranged the date and time of the call. Besides, I hadn´t been sure myself whether the order would in fact be placed at all. Things were now beginning in earnest. We were suddenly in urgent need of a convoy leader, fourteen more drivers and some big money to pay for the cost of the journey. A trip from Germany to Teheran was not exactly something a "mere mortal" did, driving such a distance in one and the same vehicle.


"Herr Walter is the man we need", I said resolutely to Hilke. "He´s the man to lead the convoy." I had got to know Herr Walter a few months earlier at the Bulgarian-Turkish border near Kapikule; a first-rate convoy leader and absolutely trustworthy. The last thing anyone wanted was for the trucks to disappear without trace en route from Germany to Iran. Even things such as that had been known to happen before in our line of business. It would deal the death-blow to terra before we had even had a chance to get off the ground.


And so I called Walter in Graz. He agreed. We met there. Walter had already assembled a first-class team of drivers. I happily shook his hand and gave him some banknotes for diesel and for the customs. Walter grinned. "No worries, boss", he said, "We´ll manage somehow", whereupon he climbed up into the cab and fifteen truck drivers started their engines. But I´m sure he could hear my heart pounding. The convoy set off from the spacious carpark by the cemetery in Graz. We had used this carpark on a number of occasions. There was enough room there for a lot of trucks to be parked impressively side by side. Such was the case one year on All Souls´Day when Catholic churchgoers drove up in their cars to remember the dead only to find the carpark by the cemetery occupied by dozens of trucks. Cursing this outrage in disbelief, they proceeded to comb the nearby streets in search of available parking space and were then obliged to carry the wreaths they had brought with them several hundred yards back to the cemetery. We were very sorry about this, of course, but the fact of the matter was that this carpark was the ideal meeting place for our convoys. In the years that followed we were more accommodating, of course.


During the days that followed the teleprinter buzzed into action from time to time when Walter reported on our convoy´s current position. But there were long spells of silence.


"Will everything go to plan?" Hilke and I looked at each other inquiringly, smiled and then nodded. "Yes, it will"! On the eighth day there was more humming in our office in the cellar: "Walter", an excited Hilke exclaimed down the phone, "They´ve arrived in Teheran!" If the drivers in their enthusiasm for the Orient had driven a further 4,600 km east, they might have hit upon Reinhold Messmer and Peter Habeler who, in our company´s founding year, succeeded in being the first climbers to get to the top of Everest without the aid of breathing apparatus. And terra also managed the ascent on what air they had. For quite a while the journey to Teheran was to be our largest order. From then on, however, every few days I was making entries in our little, black exercise book: "1 truck/Lebanon", "2 trucks/Baghdad", "1 crane/Brest", "6 buses", "55 trucks".




Timeline


1938-2016/78 years


This book spans a period of nearly 80 years. Think of all that has happened during that time and what has influenced our lives. This TIMELINE will remind you. I have lived through it all.


1st April 1938: The Greater Hamburg Act §2 comes into force. Several boroughs and towns merge with the free imperial city of Hamburg to form the municipality to be known henceforth as "Hansestadt Hamburg" / 19th June 1938: Italy wins the 1938 football World Cup in France. / 1st October 1938: The Wehrmacht invasion of Sudetenland. / 27th October 1938: The German Empire orders the "entire deportation of all jews of Polish nationality". The very same evening the Gestapo in Germany starts arresting people in public. This "Poland campaign" results in 17,000 jewish men women and children being deported to Poland. / 31st December 1938: The first ever civilian aircraft equipped with a pressure cabin, the Boeing 307 Stratoliner, makes a successful maiden flight. 20th March 1939: The USA protest in Berlin against the annexation of Bohemia and Moravia. / 1st September 1939: beginning of World War 2. / 17th September 1939: Taisto Mäki breaks the world record for the 10,000 metres, becoming the first man to run the distance in under 30 minutes (29:52.6 min). / 8th February 1940: establishment of the ghetto in Lodz (later Litzmannstadt), one of the biggest jewish ghettos of the NS period. / March 1940: Alfred Hitchcock´s first film, "Rebecca", celebrates its premiere. / 1940: The Summer and Winter Olympics are not held on account of the war. / 28th July 1941:the Italian conductor, Riccardo Muti, is born in Naples. / 9th to 12th August 1941: following Germany´s invasion of the Soviet Union the heads of government of the USA, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and of Britain, Winston S. Churchill, meet for top secret talks on board the British battleship, HMS Prince of Wales. / 1st January 1942: further extension of the Reich´s motorway network is suspended. Almost 4,000 km have been completed. / 23rd August 1942: beginning of the German offensive on Stalingrad. / 21st September 1942: the Boeing B-29 Super Fortress makes its maiden flight. It was to become the largest and most effective bomber of the Second World War. / 2nd December 1942: first-ever generation of energy as a result of splitting the atom. / 2nd February 1943: Germany´s 6th army division also surrenders in the northern basin near Stalingrad. Around 90,000 soldiers are taken prisoner by the Soviets./ 31st August 1943: the "Frankfurter Zeitung" newspaper ceases publication following a decree issued by Adolf Hitler, who had been angered by an article which had appeared in the spring of that year. / 20th Novenber 1943: from 20th to 23rd November 1943 the Tarawa atoll is scene of some of the heaviest fighting between Japan and the USA in the war in the Pacific. / 1st January 1944: final independence for Lebanon and Syria. / 28th January 1944: The Red Army liberates the city of Leningrad which had been surrounded by the Wehrmacht. / 18th December 1944: first editioo of the French daily newspaper, Le Monde. / 1944: Oswald Theodore Avery proves that DNA, not proteins, is the carrier of genetic information. / 30th January 1945: the cruise liner Wilhelm Gustloff is sunk by the Soviet submarine S-13 on 30th January 1945 off the Pomeranian coast, killing an estimated 9,000 people and making it one of the worst disasters in maritime history in terms of the cost to human life. / 12th April 1945: the end of President Franklin D. Roosevelt´s term in office (begun on 4th March 1933). His successor is Harry S. Truman (until 20th January 1953) / 8th May 1945: end of World War Two. / 6th August 1945: US atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima. More to follow on 9th August on Nagasaki. / 17th January 1946: The UN Security Council convenes for the first time. / 9th April 1946: the "Berlin Institute of Technology" acquires a new Humanities Faculty and is re-establisehd under the name "Berlin University of Technology". / January/Febrary 1947: one of the coldest winters in living memory in central Europe (permanent sub-zero temperatures of around -20° Celsius) / 1st March 1947: The IMF begins its work. / 5th August 1947: The Mountbatten plan comes into effect. / India gains independence. First head of state is Jawaharlal Nehru. / 18th August 1947: the first post-war export fair in Hanover is opened. / 30th October 1947: The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) is concluded; it comes into effect on 1st January 1948. / 30th January 1948: Mahatma Gandhi is assassinated by a Hindu nationalist. / 14th February 1948: in Germany´s western zones the ban on the production of aluminium is lifted. / 3rd April 1948: US President Harry S. Truman signs the Marshall Plan, 5.3 billion dollars are made available, around 550 million of this sum is allocated to Germany´s western zones. / 7th April 1948: The World Health Organization WHO is founded. / 8th August 1948: start of the 1st post-war football league season. Champions: 1. FC Nuremberg. / 18th September 1948: Stirling Moss wins the first race at Britain´s Goodwood Circuit on a 500 cc motorcycle. / 7th October 1948: the Citroen 2-CV, the "duck", makes its first public appearance in Paris. / 23rd May 1949: the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany is enacted. / 15th September 1949: Konrad Adenauer becomes first Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany (to remain in office until 16th October 1963). / 7th October 1949: The German Democratic Republic is founded by appointment of the "2nd German People´s Council of the Soviet occupied zone" as the Provisional People´s Chamber. Otto Grotewohl is elected first prime minister. / 1949: the death penalty is enforced for the last time in Germany. / 12th September 1949: Theodor Heuss (FDP) becomes the first President of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 10th October 1949: Josef "Sepp" Herberger is made coach of the German national football team. / 12th November 1949: The German Athletics Association. (DLV) is set up. / 31st January 1950: US President Truman orders the building of the hydrogen bomb. / 8th February 1950: The Ministry for State Security is set up in the GDR. / 6th April 1950: In the Swedish capital, Stockholm, the World Council of Peace demands the banning of the hydrogen bomb. / 13th May 1950: the British Grand Prix at Silverstone hosts the first race in the new Formula 1 world championship. It is won by the subsequent world champion Giuseppe Farina. / 9th June 1950: The ARD ( the German Broadcasting Corporation) is founded. / 16th July 1950: the World Cup Football Championship in Brazil is won by neighbouring country Uruguay who beat the hosts 2:1. / 31st August 1950: Jehova´s Witnesses are outlawed in the German Democratic Republic, resulting in hundreds of arrests and show trials. / 13th September 1950: the Federal Republic of Germany conducts its first-ever census. / 1st January 1951: Germany´s new national anthem is presented by President Theodor Heuss. / 9th January 1951: the headquarters of the "United Nations" is opened in New York City. / 15th April 1951: The very first SOS Children´s Village is opened in Imst, in Tyrol. / 19th April 1951: the first German automobile exhibition is held in Frankfurt on Main. / 24th October 1951: the USA proclaims an end to the state of war with Germany. / 4th December 1951: the "German Film Prize" is awarded for the first time. The award for best scriptwriter goes to Erich Kästner, who receives the film bound in gold. The award for best evening feature film goes to "Das doppelte Lottchen". / 1951: the NBA All-Star Games are held for the first time. / 5th February 1952: Otto Grotewohl lays the foundation stone for the construction of new housing in East Berlin´s Stalinallee, one of East Germany´s most prestigious projects. / 1952: in sport the Olympic Games were the focus of attention. The Winter Games were held in Oslo, the Summer Games, which were dominated by the performance of Emil Zátopek, took place in Helsinki. These were the first Olympic Games after the Second World War, in which German athletes were also allowed to compete. / 8th July 1952: in Munich Germany´s first zebra crossings are built for pedestrians. / 4th November 1952: the Republican Dwight D. Eisenhower is elected 34th president of the United States, beating his Democratic rival Adlai Stevenson. / 5th March 1953: Soviet ruler, Josef Stalin, dies in Moscow. / 3rd May 1953: the German world service broadcasting station "Deutsche Welle" begins its operations. The opening address sent out "to our dear fellow-countrymen all over the world" was made by the then President Theodor Heuss. / 1953: first official visit of Chancellor Konrad Adenauer to the USA. / 29th May 1953: first ascent of Mount Everest, 8848 metres high, by Edmund Hilary and Tensing Norgay. / 17th June 1953: popular uprising in East Germany. / 12th August 1953: the Soviet Union ignites the hydrogen bomb to draw level with the USA in the arms race. / 7th September 1953: in the Soviet Union Nikita Khrushchev succeeds Georgi Malenkov as First Secretary of the country´s Communist Party. / 13th September 1953: The Italian, Alberto Ascari, makes Formula 1 history by becoming the first driver to complete a world championship double. / 14th November 1953: by arrangement with the western allies the Federal Republic of Germany dispenses with cross-border controls for traffic between zones. / 25th February 1954: Gamal Abdel Nasser becomes President of Egypt. / 17th May 1954: USA: the Supreme Court of the United States of America outlaws racial segregation in state schools. / 4th July 1954: World Cup Football Championship in Switzerland: the German national team (coached by Sepp Herberger) become world champions for the first time, surprisingly defeating Hungary 3:2 in the final at Wankdorf Stadium in Bern. / 2nd October 1954: The Paris Treaties pass a resolution allowing the Federal Republic of Germany to take up arms again and become a member of NATO./ 30th November 1954: the conductor and composer Gustav Heinrich Ernst Martin Wilhelm Furtwängler dies in Ebersteinburg near Baden-Baden. He is considered to be one of the most influential conductors of the 20th century. / December 1954: the first Christmas bonus payment for public sector employees. / 1954: the Wigomat, the world´s first coffee filtering machine, is patented in Germany. / 2nd January 1955: founding of the German Federal Armed Forces. / 2nd January 1955: The quiz game "Was bin ich?" ("What´s My Line?") with Robert Lembke is broadcast for the first time on German television. / 23rd February 1955: Turkey, Iraq and Iran sign the Baghdad Pact agreeing on combined military operations to quash the Kurdish liberation movement. / 6th May 1955: The Federal Republic of Germany becomes a member of NATO. / 14th May 1955: founding of the Warsaw Pact. / 11th June 1955: 84 people die in the worst accident in motor sport history in the 24 hour race at Le Mans when Frenchman Pierre Levegh´s Mercedes racing car (silver arrow) explodes in the midst of spectators. / 8th September 1955: In Moscow Federal German Chancellor Adenauer secures the release of the remaining (approx. 10,000) German prisoners of war. / 1956: rearmament of both German states, the German Federal Armed Forces and the National People´s Army. / 1956: the American Malcolm McLean ships the first containers (58 in all). / 5th January 1956: the first 50 "guest workers" arrive in Siersdorf (Lower Rhine) where they are to work at the Aachen coalfield following an agreement reached between the Italian and the Federal German governments. / 29th April 1956: the Axel Springer Publishing Company publishes the first edition of the Sunday newspaper "Bild am Sonntag". / 24th June 1956: Borussia Dortmund are German Football League Champions for the first time. / 1st August 1956: Belgium is the last European country to make the driving licence compulsory. / 25th October 1956: Hitler is officially declared dead by the magistrates´ court in Berchtesgaden. / 18th January 1957: three US American long-range bomber aircrafts, type Boeing B-52, successfully complete a non-stop round-the-world flight in record time. / 4th September 1957: Ford presents its new Edsel model, a car that turns out to be one of the biggest flops of all time and is scrapped in 1960. / 3rd November 1957: as part of the "Sputnik 2" mission the dog – Laika – is sent out into the earth´s orbit. / 11th December 1957: from now on any unauthorized leaving of GDR territory is punishable as an act of illegal emigration. / 1st February 1958: the USA position their first satellite, "Explorer 1" in space. / 19th March 1958: the European Parliament, as the parliamentary assembly of the newly established European Economic Community, convenes for its constituent assembly. / 27th March 1958: in Moscow Bulganin hands over the office of prime minister to Nikita Khrushchev. / 1st June 1958: Charles de Gaulle becomes French prime minister with special powers to crush the revolt in Algeria. / 29th June 1958: host nation, Sweden, are beaten 5 -2 by Brazil in the final of the Football Word Cup championship. The 17-year-old Pele scores two of the goals. / 1st July 1958: The Equal Rights Act comes into force in the Federal Republic of Germany, allowing women to take up employment without the permission of their husbands. / 19th October 1958: Britain´s Mike Hawthorn becomes Formula 1 world champion. / 21st December 1958: Charles de Gaulle is elected French President by a large majority. / 1st January 1959: Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista escapes into exile. Fidel Castro assumes power, bringing the revolution in Cuba to an end. / 6th February 1959: the German Airforce acquires 300 US Starfighter warplanes. During the course of the next few years 260 of them crash. 110 pilots are killed. / 1st April 1959: German conductor, Christian Thielemann, is born in West Berlin. / 18th August 1959: a small British car, the "Mini", comes onto the market. / 13th September 1959: Heinrich Lübke (CDU) becomes the second president of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 1959: West Germany´s major banks begin granting personal loans to individual customers on a broad scale. / 1959: The People´s Republic of China annexes Tibet. / 1960: the year also referred to as the "African year". / 18 African colonies gain independence from their colonial powers. / 17th March 1960: the German Bundestag passes a resolution to privatize the state-owned Wolfsburger Volkswagen GmbH (Ltd.). The concern is transformed into a plc (AG). 60% of the shares are offered for sale to private persons as people´s shares. / 1st April 1960: the UN Security Council summons South Africa to put an end to apartheid. / 21st April 1960: Brasilia is completed and supersedes Rio de Janeiro as the country´s capital. / 14th September 1960: OPEC is founded in Baghdad. The founding member states are Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. / 8th November 1960: in the US presidential election the Democrat John F. Kennedy narrowly defeats Republican Vice-President Richard Nixon. / 14th December 1960: the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development-OECD (formerly the OEEC) - is founded in Paris. / 1961: the International Standards Organization (ISO) lays down the first universally valid measurements for the ISO containers. / 12th April 1961: the first manned space flight in the history of mankind is launched: the spacecraft Vostock with the cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin on board. / 17th April 1961: invasion in the Bay of Pigs. / 1st June 1961: Schering AG (plc) puts the contraceptive pill on the market in Germany. / 4th June 1961: "Sportschau" - television sports news - is broadcast for the first time. / 17th June 1961: Germany´s first nuclear power plant at Kahl on the River Main (Bavaria) supplies nuclear energy after construction work lasting three years. / 13th August 1961: the "Berlin Wall" is built, which will divide the city until 9th November 1989. / 1st January 1962: the German radio station "Deutschlandfunk" begins its regular broadcasts. / 1st January 1962: the Beatles do some initial test recordings with Decca Records, but are not given a contract: guitar groups have gone out of fashion, they said. / 28th July 1962: in Dortmund the German Football Association (DFB) decides to set up a nation-wide football Bundesliga. / 1962: Brazil wins the Football World Cup in Chile. Germany is knocked out at the quarter-final stage after a 1-0 defeat by Yugoslavia. / 5th August 1962: Marilyn Monroe is found dead in her apartment at the age of 36. / 27th October 1962: during the Cuba crisis a Soviet nuclear submarine comes under fire from United States destroyers. One of the officers on board refuses to give the order to fire torpedoes with nuclear warheads before receiving orders to do so from Moscow, thus supposedly preventing the start of a nuclear war / 30th November 1962: the Spiegel affair leads to the resignation of Franz Josef Strauss from his office as Germany´s Minister of Defence. / 1962: first production of light-emitting diodes. / 26th June 1963: in his speech outside Schöneberg town hall to mark the 15th anniversary of the Berlin airlift, John F. Kennedy says his famous line: "I am a Berliner" / 28th August 1963: "I have a dream" – Martin Luther King makes his historic speech in Washington. / 16th October 1963: Ludwig Erhard becomes the Federal Republic of Germany´s second Chancellor (until 1.12.1966). / 22nd November 1963: American President John F. Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas. Before the day is out Lyndon Baines Johnson is sworn in as the new president. / 13th January 1964: the first Arab summit takes place in Cairo (Egypt): kings and heads of state of 13 Arab nations attend.the conference. / 25th February 1964: Cassius Clay, who later became Mohammed Ali becomes heavyweight boxing champion of the world for the first time by beating Sonny Liston. / 19th March 1964: the tunnel under the Great Saint Bernhard Pass in the Alps is opened to road traffic. / 7th April 1964: IBM introduces its first host computer System/160. Previously computers were optimized either for commercial or for scientific or technical purposes. The S360 was designed to be more versatile, but it did not entirely meet its expectations. / 2nd July 1964: in Washington US President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act, putting an end to racial segregation. / 5th August 1964: The USA unilaterally intervene in the Vietnam War and bombard North Vietnam. If South Vietnam fell, they were afraid that the Communists would seize power in south east Asia. / 1st October 1964: in Japan the world´s first high-speed train, the Shinkansen, comes into service between Osaka and Tokyo. / 16th October 1964: China conducts its first atomic bomb test / 8th March 1965: the first US ground troops arrive in Vietnam. / 9th May 1965: after a twelve-year absence pianist Vladimir Horowitz returns to the stage, giving a concert at the Carnegie Hall. / 31st May 1965: the world´s first mail-sorting plant is put into operation in Pforzheim. / 19th July 1965: the 11.6 km long Mont Blanc Tunnel, then the world´s longest road tunnel, is opened. / 9th December 1965: in the Soviet Union Nikolay Victorovich Podgorny succeeds Anastas Mikoyan as head of state. / 1st February 1966: in France a law comes into effect granting women full legal rights equal to those of men / 4th March 1966: in an interview about the Beatles John Lennon says, "We’re more popular than Jesus now." This statement provokes a storm of protest in the USA. / 20th March 1966: the Football World Cup Champions Trophy is stolen from London´s Westminster Central Hall. It is found one week later in the front garden of a house by the dog, Pickles. / 30th July 1966: the World Cup Football Championship: England win the World Cup for the first time with a 4 – 2 win over Germany after extra time in a dramatic final (the disputed Wembley goal). / 14th August 1966: the German nuclear power plant, Gundremmingen Block A (KRB for short), reaches point of criticality. / 1st December 1966: Kurt Georg Kiesinger becomes the third Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 2nd June 1967: Berlin: a state visit by the Shah of Persia gives rise to demonstrations and severe rioting. A student, Benno Ohnesorg, is shot dead by West Berlin police officer Kurras. / 5th - 10th June 1967: six-day war between Israel and its neighbours. / 25th August 1967: the advent of colour TV in the Federal Republic of Germany. Wolfgang Hilberg invents the radio clock. / 3rd September 1967: last big changeover from driving on the left to driving on the right (Sweden) / 9th October 1967: Che Guevara is shot dead by a sergeant of the Bolivian Army without judicial proceedings. / 1st January 1968: value added tax is introduced in the Federal Republic of Germany. It is set at 10% (for certain products). / 8th January 1968: Quelle becomes the first mail order company to add frozen food to its product range. / 16th March 1968: the US Army massacres 503 civilians in My Lai (Son My) in South Vietnam. / 13th May 1968: the USA and North Vietnam begin peace talks. / 20th June 1968: at the US athletics championships in Sacramento Jim Hines, Charles Green and Ronnie Ray Smith become the first athletes to run the 100 metres in less than 10 seconds, each of them running a time of 9,9 seconds on the stopwatch. / 17th July 1968: the Revolutionary Command of the Baath Party under the leadership of Ahmad Hasan al-Bakr assumes power in Iraq. / 18th October 1968: The 19th Summer Olympics in Mexico City: Bob Beaman jumps a sensational 8.90 metres in the long jump which is hailed by the press as being "a jump into the 21st century". / 21st December 1968: the launch of "Apollo 8". The first manned orbit of the moon gets under way. These astronauts were the first human beings to see the "dark side of the moon" with their very own eyes. / 20th January 1969: Richard Nixon is elected 37th President of the USA. He remains in office until he resigns on 9th August 1974 following his involvement in the Watergate Affair. / 1st July 1969: Gustav Heinemann (SPD) becomes the Federal Republic of Germany´s third president. / 20th July 1969: Neil Armstrong, commander of the "Apollo 11" space mission, becomes the first human being to set foot on the moon. / 15th August 1969: the "Woodstock Rock festival" gets under way, watched by an audience of 400,000 people. / 21st October 1969: Willy Brandt becomes the fourth chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany (an office he holds until 7th May 1974). After this election West Germany has the first social-democratic/liberal coalition government in its 20-year history. / 1st January 1970: in the Federal Republic of Germany wage-earning workmen are accorded the same rights as salaried staff and are now likewise entitled to continued payment in the event of illness. / 16th March 1970: the German Sports Federation begins its keep-fit campaign. / 25th March 1970: Concorde makes its first supersonic flight (1,127 km/h) / 10th April 1970: the Beatles break up. / 14th May 1970: the "Red Army Faction" is founded. Ulrike Meinhof, Gudrun Ensslin and others free Andreas Baader from custody. / 21st June 1970: Brazil win the final of the Football World Cup in Mexico (beating Italy 4 – 1 ); Germany win the play-off for third place. / 1st January 1971: cigarette advertising is banned on TV in the USA. / 2nd January 1971: the ban on cigarette advertising in the US now also applies to radio broadcasting. / 8th February 1971: Federal Defence Secretary, Helmut Schmidt, relaxes the law requiring soldiers in the Armed Forces not to let their hair grow long, by issuing a decree permitting the wearing of hairnets. / 8th March 1971: Boxer Joe Frazier becomes world champion, defeating Mohammed Ali. / 3rd May 1971: Walter Ulbricht resigns as First Secretary of the Central Committee of the SED. His successor is Erich Honecker. / 6th June 1971: The "We have had abortions" campaign appears in the German magazine Stern. / 13th June 1971: the "New York Times" begins printing secret Pentagon documents concerning the Vietnam War. / 6th July 1971: Eddy Merckx wins the Tour de France for the third time in succession. / 4th December 1971: the first German branch of McDonald´s opens in Munich / 9th December 1971: the newly founded "United Arab Emirates" becomes a member of the "United Nations". / 20th December 1971: "Ärzte ohne Grenzen" is founded. / 23rd February 1972: a Lufthansa aircraft is hijacked and ordered to fly to Aden; Arab terrorists demand a ransom equivalent to the sum of 16 million German Marks. / 1st June 1972: Iraq (under the leadership of Ahmad Hasan al-Bakr at the time) nationalizes the entire petroleum industry. / 9th June 1972: the German "Bundestag" carries a motion to bring the minimum age for voting down to 18. / 20th September 1972: Willy Brandt asks the Bundestag for a vote of confidence, a request which is, however, met with refusal. A snap general election is called. / 14th December 1972: Willy Brandt is re-elected Chancellor. / 27th January 1973: after almost five years of peace talks North and South Vietnam sign an armistice agreement which, however, is not upheld. Fighting continues, but the USA is no longer involved. / 21st March 1973: Hamburg´s Kattwyk Bridge is formally opened. It is the world´s largest lift bridge. / 4th April 1973: the World Trade Centre in New York City is opened. / 4th June 1973: the cash dispenser is patented. / 18th September 1973: the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic are acclaimed 133rd and 134th members of the United Nations respectively. / 6th October 1973: outbreak of the Jom-Kippur War in the Middle East: Egypt and Syria launch an attack on the Israeli front on the Golan Heights and on the Suez Canal. / 1973: Jackie Stewart becomes Formula One world champion for the third and final time. / 1974: in Iraq there is renewed fighting between government forces and the Kurds. Iraq´s neighbours, Iran, offered support to the Kurds, causing severe tension between the two countries. / 11th April 1974: Golda Meir steps down as prime minister of Israel, her successor is Yitchak Rabin. / 6th May 1974: Willy Brandt resigns as Chancellor following the Günter Guillaume espionage affair. / 16th May 1974: Helmut Schmidt becomes the fifth chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany (a position he is to hold until 1st October 1982). / 1st July 1974: Walter Scheel (FDP) becomes the fourth president of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 1974: Volkswagen launches its new VW Golf, the successor of the legendary VW beetle. The VW Golf with its angular Giorgio Giugiaro design becomes a symbol of a new class of compact car, a godsend for millions of motorists at the time (oil crisis). / 1974: sporting highlight of the year was the Football World Cup, which West Germany not only hosted, but also won. On 3rd October Pele ends his career in Sao Paulo. / 9th August 1974: Gerald Rudolph Ford Jr. is elected 38th President of the "United States" (until 20th January 1977). / 6th March 1975: Iran and Iraq sign the Treaty of Algiers defining the middle of the river at Shatt el-Arab as their common border and agreeing not to interfere in one another´s internal affairs. Iraq´s denunciation of this treaty in September 1980 results in the first of the Gulf wars. / 10th/11th March 1975: the Council of Europe holds its first convention. / 17th April 1975: Phnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia, is captured by the Khmer Rouge under the leadership of Pol Pot. / 30th April 1975: the Vietnam War comes to an end with the capture of Saigon by Communist forces. The South Vietnamese government surrenders unconditionally. / 1st July 1975: the Washington Agreement for the Protection of Species comes into effect. / 1st October 1975: Muhammed Ali wins the World Heavyweight Boxing title, defeating Joe Frazier by a technical knock-out. / 21st December 1975: around 70 people, among them eleven OPEC Oil Ministers, are held hostage by terrorists under the leadership of Carlos inside the OPEC building in Vienna. The terrorists shoot two policemen and an Iraqi OPEC official. / 1975: Niki Lauda wins his first Formula 1 world title. / 1st January 1976: the Federal Republic of Germany makes seatbelts compulsory for the front seats of cars./ 24th March 1976: Argentine president Isabel Peron is detained by the military and placed under house arrest. The military seize power. / 1st April 1976: Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak found the Apple company. / 26th April 1976: the opening in East Berlin of the Palace of the Republic, seat of government and municipal culture centre. / 9th May 1976: Ulrike Meinhof is found hanged in her cell at Stuttgart-Stammheim prison. / 16th June 1976: the start of the uprising in Soweto. / 2nd July 1976: the US Supreme Court brings back the death penalty. / 4th July 1976: Björn Borg wins Wimbledon. / 1st August 1976: Formula 1 world champion, Niki Lauda, is seriously injured in an accident on the Nürburgring circuit. / 18th September 1976: memorial service for Mao Zedong attended by 1.5 million Chinese. / 3rd October 1976: general election in West Germany: victory for Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, defeat for Helmut Kohl. / 6th January 1977: the European Commission begins its work as an organ of the European Economic Community. / 20th January 1977: inauguration of Jimmy Carter as 39th President of the USA. He succeeds Gerald Ford. / 30th July 1977: Jürgen Ponto, spokesman for the board of the Dresdner Bank AG (plc) is shot in Oberursel (Taunus) during an RAF attempt to kidnap him. / 12th September 1977: the South African civil rights activist Steve Biko dies at Pretoria prison hospital after being admitted the previous day following subjection to police torture. / 18th October 1977: the night of death at Stammheim. / 26th October 1977: German Federal Railways decommissions the last of its steam locomotives, bringing the 143-year history of the industry to a close. / 10th April 1978: Volkswagen AG becomes the first foreign automobile manufacturer to open its first assembly plant in the USA in Westmoreland County (in the state of Pennsylvania). / 25th June 1978: in the final of the World Cup host nation Argentina defeats the Netherlands 3 – 1 after extra time. / 26th August 1978: the Turin shroud goes on public display for the first time in 45 years. / 26th August 1978: John Paul I is elected Pope. As he died later that same year, 1978 went down in history as the year of the three popes. He was succeeded by John Paul II. / 8th September 1978: in Teheran (Iran) protest demonstrations against Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi end in violent clashes in Jaleh Square in which 64 demonstrators lose their lives (Black Friday). / 27th November 1978: the setting up of the Workers´ Party of Kurdistan, the PKK (Partiya Karkeren Kurdistan) is proclaimed in the village of Fis. / 7th January 1979: the Vietnamese Army captures the Cambodian capital, Phnom Penh, bringing to an end the rule of the Khmer Rouge. / 12th - 23rd February 1979: the first conference on global climate is held in Geneva. / March 1979: Israel and Egypt sign a peace agreement (Camp David 1). / 16th March 1979: around 500 delegates of the AUD (the campaign group of independent Germans) and other initiatives form the Green Party in time for European Union elections. / 4th May 1979: Margaret Thatcher is appointed British prime minister. / 18th June 1979: in Vienna USSR General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev and US President Jimmy Carter sign the Salt II agreement to limit the nuclear weapon systems of both countries. / 1st July 1979: Karl Carstens (CDU) becomes the fifth president of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 16th July 1979: Iraqi president Ahmad Hasan al-Bakr steps down and is succeeded by Saddam Hussein. / 4th November 1979: hostages are held at the US embassy in Teheran. Their captors demand the extradition of the former shah to Iran. / 2nd January 1980: the Soviet Army begins a major military offensive in the war in Afghanistan. / 5th January 1980: the USA imposes sanctions on the Soviet Union in response to its invasion of Afghanistan. / 6th February 1980: the German Federal Constitutional Court issues a resolution declaring the peaceful use of atomic energy to be compatible with the country´s Basic Law. / 3rd March 1980: for the first time French President Valéry Giscard d´ Estaing officially recognizes the right of Palestinians to self-determination. / 3rd May 1980: around 5,000 anti-nuclear-power activists set up a "radial village" near Gorleben (Lower Saxony) to allow enduring occupation of the site. / 19th July - 3rd August 1980: the 22nd Summer Olympics in Moscow, boycot by western countries because of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. / 20th August 1980: Reinhold Messner becomes the first mountaineer to climb Mount Everest alone and without oxygen apparatus. / 26th September 1980: bomb attack at the October beer festival in Munich, 13 dead, over 200 injured, the radical right-wing assassin is also killed. / 4th November 1980: Ronald Reagan wins the US presidential election, gaining 51% of the vote compared to 41% for Jimmy Carter. / 10th May 1981: Presidential election in France: Francois Mitterrand succeeds Valéry Giscard d´Éstaing as President of France. / 7th July 1981: the European Court of Justice rules that duty-free purchases aboard the "butter boats" in the North Sea and Baltic Sea are incompatible with EEC law. / 12th August 1981: the American company IBM presents its IBM 5150, the first personal computer (PC). / 13th December 1981: in Warsaw Wojciech Jaruzelski, party leader and prime minister, declares a state of martial law in Poland. The union "Solidarity" is outlawed. / 28th December 1981: the US Authority for Epidemic Control issues first reports of AIDS. / 1981: Nelson Piquet becomes Formula 1 world champion for the first time. / 22nd January 1982: Walter Röhrl wins the 50th Monte Carlo Rallye in Monaco in an Opel Ascona 400. / 16th April 1982: the first German test-tube baby is born in Erlangen. / 13th June - 11th July 1982: Italy beat Germany 3 – 1 in the final of the 12th World Cup Football Championship held in Spain in 1982, making the Italian national side three-time winners of the trophy. / 18th June 1982: following defeat in the Falklands War Argentina´s de facto president and war advocate Leopoldo Galtieri has to step down. / September 1982: the first Commodore 64 computer comes onto the market. / 1st October 1982: after a constructive vote of no-confidence for Federal Chancellor, Helmut Schmidt (SPD), Helmut Kohl is elected new head of government. / 20th November 1982: the completed transit motorway between Hamburg and Berlin is opened to traffic. On the East German side of the border the inter-German frontier crossing point opens near Zarrentin on Lake Schaalsee. / 19th January 1983: Klaus Barbie, former head of the Gestapo in Lyon and a Nazi war criminal known as the butcher of Lyon, is arrested in Bolivia, where he was residing under the name of Klaus Altmann. / 6th March 1983: the Green Party wins its first ever seats in the German parliament with 5.6% of the vote. / 6th June 1983: the front cover of Spiegel magazine reads: "Deadly epidemic AIDS: the mystery illness." / 20th July 1983: the West German government resolves to introduce unleaded petrol at filling stations from 1st January 1986 and that all new cars must be equipped with a catalytic converter. / 10th November 1983: Microsoft announces Windows Version 1.0 in Las Vegas. / 14th November 1983: Buxtehude town centre becomes Germany´s first testing ground for the 30kph speed limit zone. / 22nd November 1983: the West German parliament approves the deployment of new medium-range missiles (Pershing 2 and cruise missiles) in the Federal Republic of Germany as part of Nato´s two-track decision. / 2nd January 1984: the remains of a 32 million-year-old animal species are discovered south west of Cairo, believed to be a common ancestor of man and ape: aegyptopithecus zeuxis. / 24th January 1984: Apple launches the Macintosh. / 1st July 1984: Richard von Weizsäcker (CDU) becomes the sixth president of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 3rd August 1984: Germany receives its first e-mail. / 11th August 1984: during a sound check for his microphone US Prsident Ronald Reagan announces the bombardment of the Soviet Union (regretting the "joke" afterwards). / 22nd September 1984: at the war cemetery of Verdun Francois Mitterrand and Helmut Kohl shake hands in mutual commemoration of the victims in what is considered an historic gesture. / 19th November 1984: the Chaos Computer Club hacks into the BTX sytem of the German Post Office, transfers DM 135,000 to its own account and subsequently reports the event. / 15th February 1985: an unusually long drawn out contest between Anatoli Karpov and Garri Kasparov for the title of Chess Champion of the World is stopped by FIDE President Florencio Campomanes in breach of the rules after 48 games. / 14th April 1985: Bernhard Langer becomes the first German golfer to win the US Masters. / 21st April 1985: The Brazilian Ayrton Senna wins the Portuguese Grand Prix, the first Formula 1 victory of his career. / 8th May 1985: Richard von Weizsäcker makes his widely publicized speech in the German Parliament on the “the 40th anniversary of the end of the war in Europe and of National Socialist tyranny.” / 11th June 1985: the divided city of Berlin becomes the scene of an exchange of spies on a scale unparalleled in post-war history. 25 western spies are permitted to cross the demarcation line at Glienicke Bridge in exchange for four secret agents from the east. / 7th July 1985: Boris Becker becomes the first German and youngest tennis player (17) ever to win the grand slam championship at Wimbledon. / 13th July 1985: Live Aid, at that time the world´s biggest ever charity concert, takes place at parallel venues in London and Philadelphia. / 1st September 1985: research explorers Jean-Louis Michel and Robert Ballard discover the wreck of the Titanic. / 15th January 1986: Mikhail Gorbachev puts forward a proposal to the West to decommission all nuclear weapons by the year 2000. / 28th January 1986: the US space shuttle Challenger on its STS-51-L mission breaks apart shortly after lift-off. All seven astronauts on board lose their lives. / 25th February 1986: the 27th convention of the Soviet Union´s Communist Party begins. Mikhail Gorbachev (Secretary-General of the Soviet Union´s Communist Party since 11th March 1985), calls for “glasnost”. / 26th April 1986: the explosion in “Block 4” of its nuclear power plant triggers the Chernobyl disaster. / 31st May - 29th June 1986: in Mexico Argentina wins the 13th World Cup, defeating Germany 3- 2 – in the final. / 1st January 1987: ARD, Germany´s state broadcasting corporation, inadvertantly broadcasts Chancellor Helmut Kohl´s previous year´s address to the nation instead of the current one. / 20th April 1987: Turkey applies for EC membership. The Council of Europe, however, does not confirm the application until 1997. / 12th June 1987: US President Ronald Reagan travels to West Berlin for the city´s 750th anniversary celebrations. In his official address outside the Brandenburg Gate he calls upon Soviet party leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, to tear down the wall, and proposes holding the Olympic Games in both parts of the city. / 7th September 1987: Erich Honecker becomes the first East German head of state to visit the Federal Republic of Germany. / 12th September 1987: start of the Barschel affair: on the eve of Schleswig-Holstein´s parliamentary election Spiegel magazine reports that governing premier Uwe Barschel had had the SPD´s prime candidate Björn Engholm spied upon. / 1987: Ferrari presents the Ferrari F40 to mark the firm´s 40th jubilee. / 16th March 1988: the Iraqi air force launches a poisonous gas attack on Kurds and Assyrians in Halabja ( killing approx. 5,000 and injuring 10,000 people). / 1st May 1988: the Inter City Experimental, forerunner of the ICE train, sets a new rail speed record of 406.9 km/h. / 14th April 1988: the Afghanistan Treaty is signed in Geneva regulating the withdrawal of Soviet troops from the country in the Hindu Kush mountains. / 20th August 1988: the end of the First Gulf War between Iran and Iraq. / 10th September 1988: with her victory in the US Open, defeating the Argentine Gabriela Sabatini, tennis star Steffi Graf becomes the first German and only the third player of all time to win all the ladies´ grand slam tournaments. / 30th October 1988: Ayrton Senna becomes Formula 1 world champion for the first time after the race in Suzuka with the motor-racing season not yet over. / 8th November 1988: George H. W. Bush is elected 41st President of the United States. / 1988: the first real computer worm puts 10% of the network out of action. / 14th February 1989: a fatwa issued by Iran´s revolutionary leader Ruhollah Khomeini calls for the killing of writer Salman Rushdie. He claims that his book, The Satanic Verses, constitutes an attack on Islam, the prophet and the Koran. / 3rd June 1989: death of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in Iran. / 16th July 1989: Herbert von Karajan dies in Salzburg. Born in Austria as Herbert Knight of Karajan, he is one of the most famous and most important conductors of the 20th century. / 19th August 1989: pan-European picnic on Hungary´s border with Austria near Sopron: a border patrol gate is opened temporarily, enabling about 700 East German citizens to flee. / 4th September 1989: first Monday demonstration in Leipzig. / 30th September 1989: from the balcony of the embassy in Prague H.-D. Genscher announces that all of the East German citizens who have taken refuge in the embassy will be granted exit permits. / 18th October 1989: Erich Honecker resigns as Chairman of the German Democratic Republic´s Council of State and General Secretary of the SED (Socialist Unity Party) and is succeeded by Egon Krenz. / 9th November 1989: the Berlin Wall and the inter-German border are opened. / 22nd December 1989: the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin is reopened 28 years after the building of the wall. / 22nd December 1989: start of the uprising against Nicolae Ceausescu in Romania. / 11th Febraury 1990: the unconditional release of Nelson Mandela marks the beginning of the end of apartheid. / 14th March 1990: Mikhail Gorbachev is elected President of the USSR. / 12th April 1990: Lothar de Maiziere.becomes the first (and last) democratically elected prime minister of East Germany. / 17th May 1990: The World Health Organization deletes homosexuality from its list of diagnosed illnesses. / 13th June 1990: work begins on the final demolition of the Berlin Wall. / 8th July 1990: a penalty converted by Andreas Brehme secures a 1 - 0 victory for Germany over Argentina in the final of the 14th World Cup, making it Germany´s third World Cup title. / 2nd August 1990: second Gulf war: Iraqi troops march into Kuwait. / 23rd August 1990: The People´s Chamber in East Berlin votes in favour of East Germany becoming part of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 31st August 1990: the unification contract is signed in Berlin paving the way for the reunification of the two German states. / 17th January 1991: Helmut Kohl is re-elected Chancellor by an all-German Bundestag. / 31st March 1991: dissolution of the Warsaw Pact. / 20th June 1991: the Bundestag agrees to the move from Bonn to Berlin. / 25th June 1991: Yugoslavia: independence for Croatia and Slovenia. / 19th August 1991: Soviet Union: attempted putsch to remove Mikhail Gorbachev. Final dissolution of the Soviet Union. Following the failed putsch in Moscow in August a large number of republics in the union proclaimed their independence. / 7th February 1992: the European Union Treaty is signed by the Foreign and Finance Ministers of the member states in Maastricht. / 21st February 1992: the UN Security Council passes a resolution to dispatch peace troops to Yugoslavia. / 6th April 1992: the USA and the EU recognize the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina. / 9th May 1992: in New York City the United Nations adopts its Convention on Climate. / 1st July 1992: the mobile radio D network goes into operation in Germany. / 29th July 1992: the former East German head of state, Erich Honecker, returns to Berlin after taking refuge in the Chilean Embassy in Moscow and is detained on arrival at the airport because a warrant had been issued for his arrest. / 3rd November 1992: Bill Clinton is elected 42nd President of the United States. / 1st January 1993: Czechoslovakia is dissolved to form two new states: the Czech Republic and Slovakia. / 26th February 1993: bomb attack on the World Trade Center in New York. / 1st July 1993: five-figure postal codes are introduced in Germany. / 13th September 1993: in Washington D.C. Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat sign the declaration of principles for the period of self-administration. / 12th December 1993: first free elections in Russia. / 15th April 1994: the WTO is established. / 30th April and 1st May 1994: tragic weekend for Formula 1 racing in Imola in Italy; Roland Ratzenberger is injured in an accident during training, and three-time world champion Ayrton Senna is killed during the race itself. / 10th May 1994: Nelson Mandela becomes South Africa´s first black-African president. / 1st July 1994: Roman Herzog (CDU) becomes the seventh President of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 17th June to 17th July 1994: Brazil defeats Italy to win the 15th World Cup in the USA. / 12th July 1994: the German Federal Constitutional Court declares that the deployment of German troops on foreign soil under a UN mandate does not constitute a violation of the Basic Law. / 13th November 1994: Michael Schumacher becomes Germany´s first ever Formula 1World Champion with a total of 92 points, one point ahead of his closest rival Damon Hill. / 26th March 1995: the Schengen Treaty comes into force. / 19th April 1995: bomb attack on the Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, killing 168 people. / 17th June 1995: Borussia Dortmund are German Champions again for the first time in 32 years. / 24th June to 7th July 1995: Christo and Jeanne-Claude enshroud the Reichstag in Berlin. / 30th June 1995: The German parliament approves the active involvement of German troops in Bosnia. / 11th July 1995: massacre of Srebrenica: in Bosnia and Herzegovina the Serbs capture the UN protected enclave of Srebrenica. / 11th July 1995: US President Bill Clinton approves the resumption of diplomatic relations with Hanoi (Vietnam) / 6th November 1995: Israel stages its biggest memorial service for the assassinated head of government, Yitzhak Rabin. / 1995: Michael Schumacher becomes Formula 1 World Champion for the second time with Benetton. / 1st January 1996: Turkey becomes a member of the EU customs union. / 12th March 1996: a meeting of 30 heads of government and state in Sharm el-Sheikh to discuss peace in the Middle East. / 18th April 1996: the Federal German Constitutional Court decides that the expropriation of landed property undertaken in the Soviet zone of occupation between 1945 and 1948 cannot be annulled under the terms of the 1990 Reunification Treaty. / 30th June 1996: at London´s Wembley Stadium Germany become European Champions for the third time after Oliver Bierhoff scores the first golden goal in football history. / 1996: Damon Hill becomes Formula 1 World Champion. It is the first time in the history of Formula 1 racing that father (Graham Hill) and son can lay claim to the title. / 17th November 1996: the German secret agent Werner Mauss is arrested in Medellin. / 18th November 1996: Deutsche Telekom is listed on the stock exchange. / 28th February 1997: beginning of the “post-modern”, “gentle” or “quiet” putsch in Turkey: in response to military insistence the National Security Council issues a memorandum against Islamic tendencies. / 26th April 1997: Federal German President, Roman Herzog, makes his famed speech in Berlin, urging Germany to “pull itself together”. / 1st May 1997: the Labour Party under Tony Blair wins the general election in Great Britain, bringing 18 years of Tory government.to an end. / 4th July 1997: the Pathfinder space probe with its terrain explorer vehicle Sojourner lands on Mars. / 1997: Jan Ullrich becomes the first German to win the Tour de France. At 23 he was also one of the youngest winners of the most gruelling cycling race in the world. / 2nd October 1997: the Treaty of Amsterdam is signed. It will come into force in 1999 and is mainly intended to prepare the EU for its expansion into eastern Europe. / 1st to 10th December 1997: an international climate conference takes place in Kyoto (Japan), at which the world´s industrial nations commit to reducing their emissions of greenhouse gases. / 8th February 1998: in a referendum the people of Bavaria voted in favour of removing the passage referring to the death penalty from the Bavarian state constition. / 28th February 1998: escalation of the situation in Kosovo. / 18th March 1998: Windows 98 is released. / 14th May 1998: the American singer, actor and entertainer, Francis Albert “Frank“ Sinatra, dies in Los Angeles. He was nicknamed Ol´ Blue Eyes and The Voice on account of the characteristic sound of his voice. / 21st May 1998: Indonesian President Suharto resigns. / 10th June - 12th July 1998: host nation France wins the 16th Football World Cup for the first time, defeating title holders Brazil 3 – 0 in the final in Paris. / 1998: Mika Häkkinen becomes Formula 1World Champion for the first time. / 15th June 1998: Bosnia and Herzegovina. The United Nations Security Council prolongs the mandate of the peace-keeping force SFOR. / 17th July 1998: Iraq and Syria conclude an agreement for a new oil pipeline. / 7th August 1998: bomb attacks on the US embassies in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, killing 10 people, and Nairobi, Kenya, killing 253 and injuring over 5,000. / 7th September 1998: Google Inc. is founded in Menlo Park, California. / 27th September 1998: election of the Federal Republic of Germany´s 14th Bundestag brings the “Kohl era“ to an end after 16 years in office; Gerhard Schröder becomes Federal Chancellor in a coalition government of SPD and the Green Party who, for the first time in their history, form part of the government. / 2nd January 1999: Osama bin Laden claims responsibility for the bomb attacks on the US embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. / 7th January 1999: the United States Senate opens impeachment proceedings against US President Bill Clinton. He stands accused of perjury and of impeding the course of justice in the aftermath of the Lewinsky Affair. / 23rd May 1999: the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 23rd May 1999: Johannes Rau is elected President of Germany. / 24th June 1999: Germany thwarts the EU´s end-of-life vehicles directive. / 1st July 1999: Johannes Rau (SPD) is sworn in as eighth Presdident of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 9th August 1999: Head of the Russian Internal Secret Service, Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin, is appointed Prime Minister by Russian Presdient Boris Nikolayevich Yeltsin. / 1st October 1999: Russian troops march into Chechnya. Start of the Second Chechnyan War. / 1st December 1999: Northern Ireland is given back its autonomy after 27 years under British rule. / 16th December 1999: in the affair concerning donations made to his party, former Chancellor and CDU party leader Helmut Kohl admits having received DM 2.1 million in illegal donations during the course of several years, which he passed on to the CDU. The politician refuses to divulge any names on the grounds that he had given his word of honour not to do so. / 31st December 1999: Vladimir Putin becomes President of Russia. Boris Yeltsin steps down. / 4th February 2000: after a takeover battle lasting several months the long-standing Mannesmann AG company becomes part of the Vodafone Group, thus making Vodafone the world´s biggest mobile radio provider. / 16th March 2000: the Formula 1 racing team, Benetton Formula, is sold for 120 million US Dollars and will become part of the Renault F1 team at the end of the 2001 motor-racing season. / 8th April 2000: Germany´s first baby hatch is installed in Hamburg-Altona. / 10th April 2000: Angela Merkel, General Secretary of the CDU, takes over from Wolfgang Schäuble and becomes leader.of Germany´s CDU party. / 22nd April 2000: Paul Kagame becomes President of Ruanda. / 8th May 2000: Dennis Tito, the first space tourist in the history of space travel, completes his journey into space with a flight to the International Space Station ISS. / 1st July 2000: the right of every child to a non-violent upbringing is made law in Germany. / 22nd October 2000: Michael Schumacher becomes Formula 1 World Champion with Ferrari for the first time. His third world title overall. / 4th November 2000: Gary Casparov, World Chess Champion over a period of 15 years, loses his title to Vladimir Kramnik / 2nd January 2001: German Armed Forces begin basic training of women for armed combat. / 2nd January 2001: the Volvo Group acquires Renault´s commercial vehicle division, thus becoming Europe´s biggest manufacturer of commercial vehicles. / 6th January 2001: Ariel Sharon is elected Prime Minister of Israel. / 20th January 2001: George W. Bush is sworn in as new President of the USA. / 16th February 2001: US and British fighter planes bomb targets near Baghdad after Iraq had breached the flying ban. / 16th March 2001: the German language version of Wikipedia is set up. / 6th April 2001: for the first time in the history of the Bundesliga a club (Energie Cottbus) fields a team in which there is not one German player. / 28th June 2001: Yugoslavia: extradition of ex-President Slobodan Milosevic to the International Criminal Court of Justice. / 11th September 2001: terror attacks in the USA on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon kill around 3,000 people. / 1st January 2002: the Euro is introduced as a common currency in twelve member states of the European Union as well as in Andorra, Monaco, Montenegro, San Marino and the Vatican. / 6th January 2002: Sven Hannawald becomes the first ski jumper to win all four individual jumps in the Four Hills Tournament. / 11th January 2002: Guantanamo / Cuba: the USA establish a prison for “enemies of non-combatant status“. / 13th February 2002: Germany takes a leading role in setting up a police force in Afghanistan. / 31st May to 30th June 2002: the 17th World Cup Football Championship in Japan and South Korea; Brazil defeat Germany 2 – 0 in the final to become world champions for the fifth time. / 13th June 2002: the first meeting of the council of Afghan chieftains in Kabul, Afghanistan. / 1st July 2002: a Russian Tupolev Tu-154 passenger aircraft and a DHL Boeing 757 cargo carrier collide at a height of 11,000 metres above Lake Constance.near the town of Überlingen and crash to the ground killing 71 people. / 30th July 2002: signing of the peace treaty in Pretoria (South Africa and Ruanda). / 23rd October 2002: Russia: Chechnyan rebels take 850 people hostage at the Dubrovka Theatre in Moscow. / 15th February 2003: around nine million people worldwide demonstrate against the impending war in Iraq. / 1st March 2003: Pakistani security forces arrest Khalid Sheikh Mohammed in Rawalpindi. He is suspected of having been chiefly responsible for planning the terror attacks on 11th September 2001. / 20th March 2003: start of the Third Gulf War: the German government and large sections of the German population sided with France in opposing the war policy of the USA and Britain in the Iraq conflict. For this they were harshly criticized by the USA, but received support from Russia and China. / 11th August 2003: the President of Liberia, Charles Taylor, goes into exile in Nigeria. / 12th October 2003: Michael Schumacher becomes Formula 1 World Champion for the sixth time. / 2003: the centenary of the Tour de France, won for the fifth time by Lance Armstrong. / 2003: Swiss tennis star Roger Federer wins his first Grand Slam title, beating Mark Philippoussis in the Wimbledon final. / 13th December 2003: Saddam Hussein is arrested by US occupation forces. / 9th February 2004: in an interview with the TV channel NBC US President George W. Bush concedes for the first time that doubts concerning reports made by US Intelligence about the existence of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq are justified, but that the war had been necessary in spite of what were now questionable grounds. / 20th February 2004: parliamentary elections in Iran; many liberal candidates were excluded, and the turnout fell to roughly 50 percent. / 29th March 2004: in Ireland the world´s first smoking ban enacted by a national government comes into force. It applies to smoking in all places of work, including pubs and restaurants. / 3rd April 2004: around 500,000 people demonstrate in Berlin, Cologne and Stuttgart in protest against the German government´s reform policy. / 26th April 2004: the German Air Force acquires the first Eurofighters. / 30th April 2004: first public reports of the scandal concerning the maltreatment of Iraqi inmates detained in the US military prison Abu Ghuraib in Baghdad. / 1st July 2004: Horst Köhler (CDU) becomes the ninth president of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 4th July 2004: at Ground Zero in New York almost three years after the attacks of 11th September the foundation stone is laid for the 541-metre-high One World Trade Center (formerly Freedom Tower), which is to form the centrepiece of the new World Trade Center. Actual construction work did not begin until 2006. / 2nd October 2004: in Berlin 50,000 people demonstrate against the Hartz IV legislation. / 6th October 2004: the USA concede that no weapons of mass destruction, one of the grounds for going to war in Iraq, were found in Iraq. / 2nd November 2004: presidential elections in the USA: George W. Bush is re-elected president for a further four-year term in office, gaining a convincing majority over his opponent John F. Kerry. / 11th November 2004: Yassir Arafat dies at around 3.30 in the morning; his body is taken to Cairo, where the memorial service is held the following day. He is subsequently buried under chaotic circumstances in Ramallah. / 1st January 2005: introduction of a toll for trucks in parts of Germany (extended to cover the whole of the country on 1st January 2006). / 30th January 2005: first free parliamentary elections in Iraq. / 8th February 2005: the first meeting since 2000 of an Israeli prime minister and a Palestinian president: Mahmoud Abbas and Ariel Sharon declare an armistice after talks in Sharm el Sheikh. / 2nd April 2005: Pope John Paul II dies at the age of 84 after a 27-year pontifcate, the third longest in the history of the Roman Catholic Church. His death is met with a show of public mourning on a grand scale. / 10th May 2005: the memorial commemorating the deaths of murdered European jews is formally inaugurated at a ceremony in Berlin. / 25th June 2005: in Iran the ultra-conservative mayor of Teheran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad wins the presidential elections. / 1st July 2005: German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder (SPD) asks for a vote of confidence, which he predictably loses. / 21st July 2005: German President Horst Köhler dissolves the country´s 15th parliament. / 25th September 2005: Fernando Alonso becomes Formula 1 world champion. / 18th to 26th September 2005: hurricane Rita, the strongest hurricane since records began in the mid-19th century, rages in the Gulf of Mexico. / 22nd November 2005: Angela Merkel (CDU) becomes the first woman to be elected German Chancellor by parliament. / 26th November 2005: Indian millionaire Vijaypat Singhania goes up in a hot-air balloon to what was then a record height of 21,291 metres. / 22nd January 2006: Evo Morales, who is also leader of the coca farmers, becomes the next president of Bolivia. / 1st February 2006: in Jordan´s West Bank Israeli security forces begin destruction of the outpost Amona despite the violent resistance of jewish settlers. / 26th February 2006: according to the US census authorities world population reaches the 6.5 billion mark. / 20th March 2006: incumbant president Alexander Lukashenko is re-elected President of Belarus, gaining a reported 82.6% of the vote. The OSCE and election observers determine that the elections were unfair and did not conform to international norms. Thousands of Belarussians take to the streets of Minsk in protest despite severe government threats. / 11th April 2006: Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad officially declares his country to be a nuclear power. / 13th May 2006: Bayern Munich are Bundesliga football champions for the 20th time. / 28th May 2006: Berlin´s new central railway station goes into operation. / 18th June 2006: a double victory for Porsche in the 24-hour race at the Nürburgring. The winners are the Manthey racing team of Lucas Luhr (Monaco), Timo Bernhard (Dittweiler), Mike Rockenfeller (Neuwied) and Marcel Tiermann (Monaco) in the 911 GT3 Porsche. / 7th July 2006: Rudi Carrell, real name Rudolf Wijbrand Kesselaar, dies in Bremen. The Dutch entertainer hosted some of the best-known family TV shows on German television in the 1970s. / 9th July 2006: Italy beat France in the World Cup final in Berlin 6:4 (1:1) on penalties. / 5th November 2006: the former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein is sentenced to death by a special court for massacring Shiites (1982). / 11th December 2006: the holocaust conference called for by Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad begins. The two-day meeting in Teheran provides a platform for propaganda for speakers who deny or dispute the holocaust or Israel´s right to exist. / 8th January 2007: following a dispute with Belarus Russia interrupts its supply of natural gas to Germany, Poland, Hungary and Slovakia along the Drushba pipeline for a period of 24 hours. / 9th March 2007: the European Union makes a binding commitment to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases recorded in 1990 by a fifth by 2020. / 9th March 2007: despite union protests the German parliament passes a law to raise the retirement age to 67. / 30th April 2007: German Chancellor Angela Merkel and a trade delegation visit Washington and sign a transatlantic trade agreement with US Presdident George W. Bush. / 31st July 2007: Operation Banner comes to an end. This was the name given to the longest deployment of British forces in any one place of all time, the stationing of troops in Northern Ireland that began in 1969. / 30th September 2007: Germany wins the 2007 Ladies´ Football World Cup in the People´s Republic of China. / 21st October 2007: the Finn, Kimi Räikkönen, wins the Formula 1 World Championship. / 2007: the world´s two richest people possess more money than the world´s 45 poorest nations can generate per year (2007). / 2007: for the first time since 1969 Germany balances its state budget, halting any increase in national debt. / 1st January 2008: end of the German Post Office´s (Deutsche Post AG) monopoly of postal services. / 1st January 2008: the law governing the retention of data in Germany came into effect. / 1st March 2008: Kosovo gains official independent status and is granted initial aid from the EU. / 27th April 2008: the result of the referendum to keep open Berlin-Tempelhof Airport is rejected due to inadequate voter participation in the poll. / 20th June 2008: the European Union lifts its economic sanctions against Cuba that have been in place since 2003. / 6th July 2008: Rafael Nadal defeats Roger Federer in the final of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships 6:4, 6:4, 6:7, 6:7, 9:7 in a match lasting almost five hours. / 14th September 2008: with his victory in the Italian Grand Prix the 21-year-old racing driver Sebastian Vettel became the youngest winner in Formula 1 history. / 15th September 2008: collapse of the investment bankers, Lehman Brothers, as a result of the financial crisis. / 4th November 2008: Barack Obama is the first Afro-American to be elected President of the United States. / 27th December 2008: following days of rocket fire on Israeli towns by Hamas, the Israeli Air Force bombs targets in the Gaza Strip, thereby openly rekindling the conflict between Hamas and Israel. / 1st June 2009: in the United States General Motors Corp. files an insolvency petition in accordance with Chapter 11 of US insolvency law. After 40 days the bankrupt concern is nationalized as an emergency measure. / 4th September 2009: after orders were given by German armed forces to launch an air raid attack on two road tankers hijacked by the Taliban near Kundus in Afghanistan, up to as many as 142 people are killed, with civilians among the dead. / 10th October 2009: after almost a century of animosity, Armenian Foreign Secretary, Edouard Nalbandian and his Turkish counterpart Ahmed Davutoglu sign a treaty in the great hall at Zurich University to resume normal diplomatic relations between the two countries. / 3rd February 2010: the European Commission places Greece´s state budget under EU control; the country has to keep any further increases to public borrowing down to below the limit set under the EU convergence criteria of three percent of gross domestic product. / 6th April 2010: commencement of construction of the North Stream natural gas pipeline though the Baltic Sea to Germany. / 8th April 2010: US President Barack Obama and the Russian President Dmitry Medvedev sign a new START treaty on nuclear disarmament. / 10th April 2010: Polish President Lech Kaczinsky and a great number of Polish politicians, military officials and other dignatories, 96 people in all, are killed in an air crash near Smolensk. The delegation was on its way to a memorial service to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Katyn massacre. / 15th April 2010: the cloud of ash in the atmosphere following the eruption of the Islandic volcano Eyjafjallajökull causes severe disruption of air traffic over Europe for several days. / 15th - 18th May 2010: Thailand´s security forces quell the riots incited by the “redshirts“ in Bangkok. Dozens of people are killed. / 11th June - 11th July 2010: the 19th Men´s Football World Cup in South Africa. Spain wins its first title in the competition, defeating the Netherlands 1:0 after extra time in the final. / 30th June 2010: Christian Wulff (CDU) becomes the tenth president of the Federal Repubölic of Germany. He steps down on 17th February 2012 as a consequence of the so-called “Wulff affair“. / 19th August 2010: the last of the US combat troops withdraw from Iraq seven years after invading the country. / 2nd November 2010: Oberstaufen is the first German town that can be viewed street by street on Google´s additional service Google Street View, a subject of controversy on account of the data protection issues involved. / 12th March 2011: the Tohoku earthquake causes a chain of accidents with serious consequences at the Fukushima atomic power plant in Japan. / 2nd May 2011: Osama bin Laden is killed by US special forces in Abbottabad during Operation Neptune´s Spear. / 22nd July 2011: attacks carried out by Norwegian right-wing extremist Anders Behring Breivik on Norwegian government staff in Oslo and on a group of young people at a holiday camp on the Norwegian island of Utoya results in the deaths of 77 people. / 20th October 2011: the former Libyan leader Muammar al-Gaddafi is killed in Sirte under hitherto obscure circumstances. / 11th January 2012: the 90th anniversary of the first use of insulin in the treatment of a patient with diabetes. / 18th March 2012: Joachim Gauck, non-party member, becomes 11th president of the Federal Republic of Germany. / 30th June 2012: Mohammed Mursi is sworn in as President of Egypt. His presidency comes to an end almost one year later to the day following a military coup. / August 2012: the Voyager 1 space probe becomes the first man-made object to enter interstellar space. / 6th November 2012: presidential elections in the USA: the incumbant Democratic president Barack Obama defeats his Republican challenger Romney. / 3rd December 2012: the 20th anniversary of the first Short Message Services (SMS). / 2013: whistle-blower Edward Snowden uncovers the surveillance programme PRISM, causing a surveillance and espionage scandal. / 28th February 2013: after announcing his abdication on 11th February 2013 the ponitifcate of Pope Benedict XVI comes to an end. / 6th April 2013: with six games still to go Bayern Munich are crowned champions of the Bundesliga, season 2012-2013 (the earliest winners of the title in the history of the Bundesliga). / Summer 2013: accompanied by journalists a Mercedes S-class vehicle drives along the historic Bertha-Benz road from Mannheim to Pforzheim entirely by itself. / 14th August 2013: during riots in Egypt more than 600 people are killed and thousands injured. / 2013: the German MAN company is taken over by its new majority shareholder Volkwagen AG (= plc). / 27th October 2013: Sebastian Vettel is premature winner of the Formula 1 world championship, his fourth consecutive world championship title. / 2014: the Euromaidan protests in the Ukraine and the subsequent Crimea crisis result in disputes of a diplomatic, political and economic nature between Russia and the European Union / United States. / 2014: Ebola fever spreads across West Africa, reaching epidemic proportions. / 8th March 2014: a Malaysia Airlines aircraft with 239 passengers on board disappears without trace in the Indian Ocean. Parts of the aircraft´s wreckage were washed up on the beach at La Reunion island midway through 2015. / 20th March 2014: with a mandate given by all parliamentary parties, the German Bundestag sets up the NSA committee of inquiry. / 10th June 2014: the Islamic organization ISIS stages an all-out offensive and captures the northern Iraq city of Mossul, destroying amongst other things several sites of historic interest in the process. / 13th July 2014: Germany wins the World Cup in Brazil. / 10th August 2014: in the presidential election in Turkey the result of the first ballot makes Recep Tayyip Erdogan the 12th president of Turkey; he takes up his term of office on 20th August 2014. / 23rd November 2014: Lewis Hamilton becomes Formula 1 world champion for the second time. / 8th December 2014: a demonstration held by PEGIDA, a citizens´ protest movement which began its operations in October 2014, brings a following of 10,000 supporters onto the streets of Dresden; prompting discussion in German society about the nature of this movement and those who support it. / 21st December 2014: after a career spanning almost 60 years, singer, pianist and composer Udo Jürgens dies in Switzerland. His real name was Udo Jürgen Bockelmann. / 2015: millions of refugees hope for a safer and better life in a member country of the European Union, thereby posing enormous challenges on those EU nations prepared to take them. / 7th January 2015: twelve people are killed in a terror attack at the offices of the French satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo. / 7th January 2015: hundreds of people are killed in the Nigerian town of Baga in a massacre carried out by the Islamist terror group Boko Haram. / 24th March 2015: a German Wings A 320 Airbus is deliberately caused to crash in the Massif des Trois-Evechés in the French Alps, killing all 150 people on board. / 25th April 2015: several thousand people lose their lives in an earthquake measuring 7.8 in Nepal. / 2nd June 2015: only a few days after Sepp Blatter had been elected President of FIFA for the fifth time on 29th May following renewed accusatons of corruption on the part of several FIFA officials, he announces his resignation from this post. / 24th July 2015: Turkey begins a series of air attacks on IS positions, but also attacks positions held by the PKK, thereby prompting the latter to declare the March 2013 armistice null and void. / 27th August 2015: a truck is discovered near the Austrian parish of Parndorf; the 71 refugees found on board had been killed. / 31st August 2015: Angela Merkel´s assertion “We can handle it“ causes a sensation around the world on the refugee policy issue. / from August 2015: the mounting refugee crisis in Europe gives rise to an increasing number of arson attacks and other forms of violent protest against the admission of refugees. / 20th September 2015: the Volkswagen AG company admits deliberately manipulating the results of exhaust emission tests on diesel vehicles in the USA. In the wake of the scandal Martin Winterkorn resigns as chairman of the board of directors of the VW concern on 23rd September 2015. / 13th November 2015: a number of severe terrorist attacks carried out simultaneously in Paris kills 130 people and injures 352 others. / 29th November 2015: Ukrainian boxer Vladimir Klitchko loses the world heavyweight title he held for more than nine years to Tyson Fury. / 2nd January 2016: 47 people are executed in Saudi Arabia, giving rise to protests in numerous countries and to the breaking off of diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran. / February 2016: in the north of Syria several schools and hospitals are heavily bombarded and about 50 civilians killed following the outbreak of civil war in the country. / 22nd March 2016: 32 people are killed and more than 300 injured in three terror attacks in and around the Belgian capital of Brussels. / 23rd June 2016: UK citizens vote in favour of their country withdrawing its membership of the European Union (Brexit). / 14th July 2016: 86 people are killed and more than 300 injured in a terrorist attack in Nice. / 15th July 2016: in Turkey an attempted coup by part of the military fails. / 8th November 2016: presidential election in the USA. Republican Donald Trump will become the 45th US president in January 2017.

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Bodo Tietz

| came by
terra






OEBPS/Images/19_1.jpg
holfrel 80 ¢






OEBPS/Images/22_1.jpg
wtts-1 WK 155 Ml (k]





OEBPS/Images/10_1.jpg
Siografie meines | ebens






