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Photo KR: Kitten from the cattery du Masque bleu with the vintage 2019





Tina Röllin






I was asked by various breeders and owners of my German book, whether this book


will also be available in English. I wanted to comply with this request and therefore


I had this book translated by DEEPL. I have made the greatest possible effort and


the text has also been checked.


So I hope you enjoy the English version of my book and the many illustrations.
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Photo FG: Honey Bear du Masque bleu, six months, Blue-Mitted
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Photos KR: 2 kittens from 2019
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Text Tina Röllin


How it all began for me


Dear Readers,


before I start the book, I'd like to introduce myself.


My name is Tina Röllin. I have been breeding the Original Ragdoll for over 30 years (1990). Of these, 20 years together with my life partner and more than 20 years with my friend Silvia Klaus, who also wrote a great book.


First I will tell you something about me, our background and the beautiful and lovely breed Ragdoll. Then we dive into the world of the Original Ragdoll. So you will learn everything worth knowing about this wonderful breed.


Why I started with the Ragdoll breeding


On the one hand, the breed fascinated me because of its appearance. When I heard about the genetics card, this was an area that piqued my particular interest. It was clear to me, "I must and will breed this breed!" Because it is so unique, I have been heavily involved with the Original for several years. I was always glad that I was never alone.


Silvia and I have been working together for over 27 years, because only together we are strong!


It was 1990 when my children and I decided, "We're going to buy a cat." It should be a Maine Coon. We had already chosen an animal from a great cattery. That evening, when we got home after seeing the kittens, a friend called me and said, "Look at the Ragdolls, they're great." I replied laughing, "What's that supposed to be? A spread?" In 1990, Ragdolls were barely known and I did some research on the breed that same evening.


We went to look at a Seal-Mitted male cat the very next day. He wasn't a very young kitten anymore, six months old, but when we saw him, we were smitten. We took him home right away. So, our first Ragdoll moved in with us. It was Valentino of Serenella, a neuter. A short time later I knew, I have to breed this breed, it looks beautiful with their points and their temperament is just fascinating and wonderful - so I looked around and soon after I bought:


My first breeding queen Aline Benjamino's Aline was her name.


She was a Blue-Colorpoint girl, hence my cattery name du Masque bleu and she had beautiful deep blue eyes. She was born in northern Germany. I had only seen photos of her, because the way was much too far for a visit. Nevertheless, I decided to get her and so she flew to us in Switzerland. So, almost 30 years ago, my first Ragdolls came into my cattery and I have not regretted it until today. It is true when they say:


"Once a Ragdoll, always a Ragdoll, and Ragdolls are addictive."


At that time (1990), parallel to the purchase of my Aline, I also learned about the genetics card and it fascinated me. The Ragdoll, the only cat breed in the world that can be traced back to the founding animals can be traced back - everything was recorded in writing - that was unique!
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Photo TR: My first breeding female: Benjamino's Aline, Blue-Colorpoint - Sire: Joshua by Mira Loma


Mother: Amanda Theopha Bombastus
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Our Kevin von Dusches, Chocolate-Bi-Color (True), parents from the cattery Ragnaroks. DOB: 11/20/1991 - So sweet male cats can be!
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Lovable Cattery Yuma, Seal-Mitted, DOB: 09/21/1992
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Parents of Yuma: Xenos and Vanessa the new World Cat, DOB: 1989
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Alibaba Rag of Raigering, Seal-Bi-Color (HM), Parents: Freddy the


new World Cat and Pink Wizard's Asia, DOB: 08/07/1992


Kittens of my first litter out of Benjamino's Aline and Charming Doll's Valentino


Top left Xania, right Xero - Bottom left Xenia and right Xeno
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My first breeding male with kink tail


In the beginning of 1992 I bought my first breeding male Kevin von Duches, also from Germany.


Photo TR: Our Kevin, in Chocolate-Bi-Color. Yr. 1991
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He was Chocolate Bi-Color. Even though there was no test at that time, I knew: his color was not a Seal. Unfortunately, when he was first shown, it was determined that he showed a kink tail and the ear placement was set too high and too tight. As a new breeder I had no idea what a kink tail is and this ear position is colloquially called rabbit ears.


I was really sad about this and it was clear to me that no breeder who ever buys a breeding cat from me has to experience this. Every breeder should be open and honest with their prospective buyers.


After that, Alibaba Rag of Raigering moved in. A Seal-Bi-Color male and with highest probability not a chocolate carrier.


But he had a fantastic type and also beautiful, dark, deep blue eyes.


I decided back than to make those deep-blue eyes one of the goals of my Ragdoll breeding.
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Photo TR: Our male Alibaba, with whom I started my ragdoll breeding.





Using D. Dayton's genetics card, I created a pedigree for my stud Alibaba for the first time, going back to the foundation stock. I hung this pedigree in my bedroom, all around all four walls. It was just great to be able to see how my cat was bred and who his ancestors were. By writing it down and reading it over and over again, I naturally remembered the names of the old, original Ragdolls and my interest in the genetics of the Original Ragdoll was piqued.


Gipsy Girl


About one year later my second breeding cat moved in the color Lilac. I waited a long time for her, because it had to be a female with dark blue eyes. It was Catastrophe Sweet Gipsy Girl, from Sue Villareal from the USA. Gipsy was still an Original Ragdoll, because later this breeder crossed new colors and breeds as well. It was just jinxed: In a German Ragdoll group (RG) again something was said against it. They said literally: "That is typical again. I say don't buy a Catastrophe and what do you do? Go buy one." The reasoning was, "Ragdolls from this cattery are already in so many lines." Since I was already familiar with breeding, genetics, heredity, and the genetics card, I knew this couldn't be true. Unfortunately, it seemed that some people didn't realize that the Catastrophe breeder didn't breed with just one line (she had not one male and one female in her cattery), but with several. This was evident in the genetics card. I thought she was a good breeder and had beautiful Ragdolls. I saw a Catastrophe in real life at a breeder friend of mine - then it was clear to me: No matter what others say, only what I am convinced of will come into my cattery. I am responsible for my breeding and I pay for my animals myself. Besides, today people talk about this cattery in a completely different way. Today they say: "Wow, you had a female from this good cattery?" So you are in the good book again so quickly. That's how fast opinions change.
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Photo TR:


This was my Gipsy from the USA - at the age of about 9 years. She was the mum of Silvia's first two breeding cats, Irina and Mirella from my cattery.


Catastrophe sweet Gipsy Girl, Lilac-Colorpoint. Parents: Catastrophe Leo the Lion and Villaroyal Silver Lace, DOB: 09/24/1992




The Original Ragdoll Story


The designation Original Ragdoll always meant the Ragdoll which leads back to the original lines of the authentic Ragdoll. It is bred unchanged by the Original Ragdoll breeders since 1965. For these lines there is the genetics card, which Denny Dayton, on behalf of Ann Baker, has started and which is continued today by me, in the association of the Original Ragdoll. This has been going on for over 55 years.




Summary of Ann Baker's notes


At this point I would like to refer to the notes of Ann Baker. I found three small books and a brochure, which I translated into German and subsequently wrote a summary about.


These were:


1. IRCA and the Ragdoll Documentary, written in 1978


2. Crooks paradise, written in 1980


3. Let's do it, God's Way, written in 1986.


Brochure: Characteristics and Requirements, RAGDOLL CATS, Show Standard, Cherumbim's




Maybe this way you can understand what Ann Baker thought and what made her create, breed and have the Ragdoll breed patented. I will put my interpretation to the translations of Ann Baker with grey background, so you can see what was her thinking and what is my interpretation to it.





From here on, the summary begins:


Autobiography:


Ann Baker was born in Athens, Ohio, USA, in 1918. Her father was a grocer and retired teacher and her mother was a nurse. Ann Baker was brought up strictly in the faith and she held on to her faith all her life.


At 4.5, Ann Baker was injured by a blow to the back of the head as the house was being remodeled. At seven, her back was severely injured while swimming near a cliff. It wasn't until years later, when she was pregnant, that she collapsed screaming with back pain. At the doctor's office, it was determined that due to the growth of her child, her uterus was detaching.


But that's not all. At the age of 19, she was struck by lightning in bed.


However, she learned to live with it and had no problems for 47 years. A. Baker was able to control her suffering with her diet.


In 1944, Ann Baker moved to California and began working in a grocery store that was near her home. Later she changed to the company Safeway as a supervisor.


At work she felt a pain in her back and she was taken to the hospital. For a long time she did not feel better. This prompted her to see a chiropractor who got her problem under control after just a few sessions. This chiropractor helped her to know how to control her pain without chemical drugs.


A few years later she got a terrible headache that just wouldn't go away. So she went back to "her" chiropractor and he explained to her that she had a blood clot in her eye and her pain would stay that way for now. However, he told her not to stop working and not to lie down because if the clot stayed, first she wouldn't be able to see colors and then she would go blind. So she slept in a lawn chair to keep her head up. When the clot in her eye dissolved, it traveled through her body several times before finally dissolving completely.


During the war she changed her job and she started to work in an aircraft factory. At the same time she attended a technical school and so she became a tool engineer. The first ten years she worked at Douglas Aircraft and after that she helped to build up a tool shop which was located in Burbank. She became a senior employee of ASTE and was honored as such. However, she suffered several head accidents on the job.


She was hit on the head, above the right ear, with a pole and taken to the doctor by a nurse. This doctor's treatment did her no good at all. So she refused any further treatment that she should have received.


Ann Baker then moved to Riverside. There she developed severe pain in her heart area and was found to now have a blood clot in her heart valve. However, she would not be treated for it by a doctor or in the hospital. She was living with it. It was so bad that she couldn't eat whole meals or there would be too much strain to her heart. Her chest became very hot as the clot moved with each heartbeat. This condition lasted for about two months. After that she got so much pain that she could hardly breathe. Taking a breath was difficult and she felt like there was a knife stuck in her chest. She could only hold herself still in one position. After that, the pain and shortness of breath were gone. She wondered if the blood clot was from her heart? She felt fine - though she still couldn't quite breathe. For the first time she visited a doctor again and after three weeks of treatment, it was no longer needed. I would not recommend this.


Years later she was attacked by an ex-convict and he had hurt her head so badly that she had to get treatment for her eyes and a severe swelling on her head. She was not allowed to take medication or drink alcohol precisely because it was her head and eyes. Her recovery took a year and also resulted in her needing fitted glasses over and over again.


All in all, Ann Baker was not treated by a doctor for 30 years. She looked at the brain scans that were done on her not as treatment, but as research by a brain specialist. This very same specialist told her that he was not worried about her, which caused her to feel mild horror. Afterwards he said to her: of all her accidents, one should have killed her by now. So God had to be with her. She was grateful to God for being with her and helping her through it all. In Ann Baker's opinion, some people thought she was tough and mean. But life is short and she still had so much to do.


Another statement by A. Baker was:


When someone opens a business, they don't have to tell or explain to anyone how to open their business. That formula belonged to Ann Baker alone. But in 1986, she felt obligated to provide the necessary clarification.




The category Cherubim


What are cherubs


According to Ann Baker, Cherubims are not cats but, as the name suggests, angels.


They do not behave like cats, but rather like children. They love people and other animals. Normal cats go out and follow their instincts. Not so with the Cherubim category. If you don't handle them well, they would act like an abused child. Their character is similar to humans. Cherubim are phenomen that is registered in the IRCA.




For a long time I thought that Cherubims were another cat breed created by Ann Baker. But this is not so. Cherubim is a generic term. It includes several breeds, which Ann Baker has founded.







What cats belong to the Cherubim


The following breeds, created by Ann Baker, were registered in the Cherubim category.


Ragdoll (authentic Ragdoll) / Honey Bear / Doll Babies / Shu Schoo / Baby Dolls / Angels / Manxees /


Fuzz / Ragdoll Tu


1. Cherubim cats are phenomenon and not the breeding of two different breeds


2. They are raised with much love in the house and have a unique character.


3. The authentic Ragdoll (Original Ragdoll), as it was founded by Ann Baker, is subject to a patent, they were not simply created from breeds.


4. In the USA there were about 50 catteries of the category Cherubim. The IRCA registers all of them in this category. They have nothing to do with the Ragdolls from other associations.


5. There has never been issued a pedigree of a Ragdoll, because they are not bred like other cats. Many Ragdoll males are not used for breeding. That is why there is a stud service at Ann Baker.




The story of the authentic Ragdoll (Original Ragdoll)


Ann Baker realized in 1964 the potential of a free-roaming cat that came to her for food, but she did not own it. After a car accident Ann Baker realized that this one was still alive and so this cat was taken in and cared for by Ann Baker, her name was Josephine and she was a white Angora. (The origin of Josephine was mainly black cats (Persians), although Josephine was white).


When Ann Baker found the cat, Ann Baker saw in the cat's eyes that she was a phenomenon. She knew that it would not be easy to make a breed out of this cat. She saw that it would be a great challenge. With all her knowledge and determination she wanted to develop a breed and she wanted to develop the original/authentic Ragdoll. A phenomenon of God and then the Honey Bears.


Officially, the authentic Ragdoll was founded in 1965 and looked almost like a Sacred Birman.


Ann Baker bought a property in Riverside, California. There she founded the breed authentic Ragdoll and raised it on there as well. This was reviewed and approved by the planning department. In the first few months she was spending over $1000 per month on vet bills, so she realized it was important that she does her own research on remedies. It turned out that Josephine was pregnant. She got her litter and her kittens were very big, different in disposition and coat quality. That was a phenomenon!


They were very compatible with dogs and other animals, not like their mother Josephine. When Ann Baker noticed this, she wanted to create a breed out of it. She contacted many universities to find out how best to make a good cat breed out of this litter. But they said that this was not possible for scientific reasons, because it needs a good breeding instinct to create a cat breed. Ann Baker explained to the unis what she intended to do and what was important to her. To this they answered that there would be only one possibility for this, that might work. They explained to her that it would need a strict breeding program which would have to be followed and that you could not just randomly mate two cats.


As the Ragdoll was founded, it underwent the following tests: chromosomes, skull x-ray, spine x-ray and various autopsies, EED, EMG and ECAC (which should be an EKG). The Ragdoll's musculature appeared to be normal with no abnormal relations. The nervous system was also normal. These tests were done to get government approval so that it could be patented, i.e. trademarked.


Ann Baker registered the Original Ragdoll with the NCFA as an experimental Persian. She had worked on this breeding program for six years, thinking that the authentic Ragdoll would always be an endangered species. So it was important that the breeding program was maintained, because otherwise they would have been just mixed breeds, with a disposition of the authentic Ragdoll. It was also important to make sure that there were no inbreeding damages, like shortened life or deformities.


So she took the kittens based on the base color black and from a male that looked like a Sacred Birman and registered them in the NCFA. These cats became the ancestors of all Original Ragdolls.


At the beginning of her breeding she sold her kittens only as pets. Never was anyone given the right to sell pairs. For each kitten she drew up a contract. By the way, I do this the same way. Ann Baker was supposed to be the only breeder allowed to keep and sell studs. Every male that was sold had to be sold as a pet, so that the inbreeding coefficient could be kept under control.


The first breeder who bought a breeding pair from Ann Baker (I assume it was Jensen, Dayton or Chambers) registered his Ragdolls with another cat club, as Ragdolls. This in turn was done by other breeders as well.


The appearance/type


is similar to a Himalayan and a Sacred Birman and if you do not know the difference, you will almost not be able to see it. Differences can be seen in the head, gait, size and coat. The growth of their coat is much denser and straighter. It is so nice and dense, silky, not dull and has almost no undercoat. So it grows more outwards than backwards. Because of this you can stroke them in all directions, even massage them. The harder you massage, the more they loves it. This is not possible with other cat breeds. They relax so much that they then let everything down and thus live up to their name Ragdoll. Also the coat length depends on the climate. The warmer the Ragdoll lives, the shorter is its coat. Twice a year they lose their hair and then you should give peanut oil once a week.


There are five points where the Ragdoll differs from other cats. 1. non-felting coat; 2. the size; 3. the looseness when lifting; 4. the peaceful character and 5. the high pain tolerance. Here at this point I have to say that point five is complete nonsense. The Ragdoll feels pain just like any other cat. Of these five points, three could be reproduced - two could not.


The Ragdoll is long and lanky like the original mother Josephine.


Buckwheat had a bit more fur like Josephine and her body was heavier. I can confirm that. I had a cat, he was tall, lanky and very heavy. You couldn't tell his weight by looking at him. The ear stance was wide set on Buckwheat. The nose was rather short to medium.


If you have a Ragdoll that is not very different from other cats, then you do not own a Ragdoll.


There are three different versions of the authentic Ragdoll: The Bi-Color, the Colorpoint and the third one is the Mitted. I wrote it with today's terms. They still formulated it with white legs, dark legs and mitted paws.


The Mitted, with a slight white stripe on the nose and with the white tail tip is the most valuable. They look like the original Daddy Warbucks. And that's how they should look, if they were bred properly.


Many Ragdolls bred in the seventh generation look like the original sire. Ann Baker was of the opinion that the Colorpoint and Bi-Color would die out in time. After that, there would only be Mitted. At that time not much was known about inheritance of the White Spotting gene, as it is known today, or she assumed it was the Glove gene.


The Ragdoll is an endangered species.


The authentic Ragdoll breeders had to be licensed and registered with the IRCA and they had to breed according to prescribed methods if the breeders did not want their license to be revoked. Breeders who use their own stud, or mate Ragdolls with other breeds, are not recognized as authentic Ragdoll breeders. Because only if you breed in the specified way, the resulting kittens are authentic Ragdolls.


Authentic Ragdolls have all papers. Females can be used for breeding. Males are all pets. There are only three breeders worldwide that are allowed to keep stud males. Was that A. Baker, Purple Heather and Blue-Mountain?


These two breeders have been trained in breeding the authentic Ragdoll and have been working on perfecting the lines for about three years.


Ann Baker divided the authentic Ragdoll into two categories. The light line - Lightline and the dark line, the Darkline. No matter with which line one bred, because this was bred separately, the breeding principle had to be kept. It had to


be bred seven times to the same original sire. So if Daddy Warbucks was the original sire, then you had to cross back to him seven times.


Inbreeding to the highest degree. The only problem with this was that it was precisely the dark line that showed inbreeding damage such as infertility.


Ann Baker's Breeding Principle:


Ann Baker presented the mating for the authentic Ragdoll as follows: X is for a female -O is for a male.


Mating authentic Ragdoll - Original Ragdolls.


XO


XXX


XXXX


XXXXX


XXXXXX


XXXXXXX


XXXXXXXX


All females from the first mating were exclusively mated with this one male. If this male died, he had to be replaced by a male of the same line.


This was the record of Ragdolls from other cat associations that violated her guidelines and she was absolutely against it. Although these Ragdolls were also authentic Ragdolls, they were excluded by Ann Baker because the breeding was simply not what she wanted.


Mating mutations - also original Ragdolls.


XO


XOXO


XXXXO


XXXXXO


XXOXXXX


XXOXXXOX


XXOXXOXXO




For Baker they were only true Ragdolls, if one had backcrossed 7 times to the founding sire, see upper table. 1st pair female and male, 2nd generation all 3 females are backcrossed to the sire of the 1st mating. 3rd generation - again all females crossed back to the grandfather and so on. This until the seventh generation. But Ann Baker did not stick to this plan either. In the 3rd generation she aborted the attempt. I searched the cats in the genetics chart. She probably had too much inbreeding damage, which doesn't surprise me.







Again: If one did not breed like in the first table but added new lines of a new male in each generation, see 2nd table, they were no longer authentic Ragdolls (authentic, original or phenomenon), but only mutations. But what is fact, from authentic Ragdoll x authentic Ragdoll, fall only authentic Ragdolls - today's Original Ragdolls.





And then in the 1986 book there was the outcrossing to other breeds:


OCV means Other Cat Varieties (not related) Other cat breeds (not related)


OCV


OCVOCV


OCVOCVOCV


OCVOCVOCV


OCVOCVOC


OCVOCVOCV


OCVOCVOCV


OC


OCOC


OCOC


OCOCOC


OCOCOC


OCOCOC


OCOCOCO


Ann Baker learned from other cat associations that they believed could cross a Siamese with a Persian and then you would have a Himalayan and with the Ragdoll believed were of the opinion that it was a cross Persian with Sacred Birman, but NO, that was not so!


Ragdolls are phenomenon and you must take a closer look at them and can't just mate them randomly. That was also the reason why all Ragdolls had to be registered with the IRCA to protect them. By the way, Ann Baker emphasized that the same was true for the Honey Bears.


Ann Baker also pointed out that there would soon be many new breeds on the market, but she set a precedent with the Ragdoll to protect this breed. It is a pity that she did not succeed. That's probably why she had capitulated and to keep up with the new trend, she had started breeding the new colors.


Research:


In total, Ann Baker was involved in research for 22 years. It seems her research began long before the Ragdoll came into existence. When she created the Honey Bears, Ann Baker relied on Dr. Centerwall of Loma Linda University in California, who had already done research on Ragdolls. Later she gave US Davis her deceased Ragdolls for research purposes, because not much was known about DNA then. Not even by Dr. Centerwall.


She spent five years researching the authentic Ragdoll and another two years on legal preparation to get the Ragdoll recognized as a breed. So altogether seven years. This in the sense of type, standard, character, etc. So that this breed stood out from the rest of the cat world. In these seven years they bred exclusively in Seal-Point, so that they met the requirements of their standard. In these seven years only one true Lilac was born. This shows us, there was the Dilution and Chocolate gene from the beginning. Because as we know, the Ragdoll is a phenomenon, which was not simply bred together.


10 years after the sale of the Honey Bears she researched their whereabouts. She had to find out how badly some cats had been treated. I don't want to go further into it, because I found it just awful what I got to read there.


After many years Ann Baker had found the right diet and many remedies for her cats, so that she no longer had to buy medicines from vets, because they had many side effects. She didn't want to do that to her cats anymore. She also realized that medicines made for children were better for her animals than medicines designed for animals. I can confirm that, by the way. Not all of them, of course, but some.


Ann Baker worked day and night on this. She marked them meticulously and with great discipline so that she could prove everything scientifically. Ann Baker knew she needed answers to be able to treat her animals. She also knew that medicine was big business. She spent most of her time doing research. One part of it was about the knowledge how to transform a natural method so that it offered medical protection and would also meet a certain standard.


There was also a need for preventative medicine and remedies so that one could prevent disease in advance and not have to cure it later.


As we know from the autobiography, she was sick a lot and for a long time and already started to treat herself with remedies during this time and not only the last 22 years (1964-1986). I think a big help was her chiropractor.


It was important to learn how to live with your feelings and solve your problems.


Ann Baker also knew that the cat's mineral-vitamin balance had to be balanced because she had studied nutrition extensively.


She got her research cats from veterinarians. Some of them were so badly, some of which were so badly ill that she was happy to get them through another two days. If she could nurse the cat back to health, it went back to the vet and she was reimbursed for the expenses.


So she could sometimes find out the cause of the disease, which helped her in her research. She did this research at her own expense and the veterinarians did not have to pay her anything for it. As a result, she once released a document which was about live vaccine for cats.


Ann Baker found out: If a cat responded quickly to a treatment, it was usually an accident. It was more difficult if the cat had a bad reaction to a drug and a cure was almost impossible if it was a toxin. These results applied not only to cats, but also to other animals and humans.


Ann Baker did a lot of research about anemia, FIP, leukemia and what she found out she gave to the research labs and the vets could test it.




Unfortunately, I can't find any texts whether this researches has also brought the necessary success. I can't imagine it, but that's just my opinion.





Tax reports show that Ann Baker had spent 25 to 30 thousand dollars each year on her research program.


The research was finished on 01/28/1976, because her theories were proved. From now on Ann Baker had time again to take care of the breeding of the Ragdoll and Honey Bears.




The origin of the authentic Ragdoll


History:


All authentic Ragdolls descend from the original mother JOSEPHINE, a white Angora (Persian), who had her origin in black Persians.


This is how the Lightline came into being.


1. Mating Josephine with the male named Birman produced the males DADDY WARBUCK and GUEBER. The first founding males of the Lightline. Daddy Warbuck was the father of the Ragdoll look. He was used for breeding for five generations.


2. With Josephine a back mating with Daddy Warbuck was made and out of it the founder female FUGIANNA in Seal-Bi-Color was born.


Now we come to the Darkline and this is very interesting!


1. Pairing for the Darkline.




Josephine x Blackie - Blackie was a black Persian with brown undercoat. Out of this she kept the female BURMESE. Her name was Burmese, but she was NOT a Burmese, as you can see from the mating. The origin of Blackie was the east of the USA. He already showed the characteristics of today's Ragdoll. Higher and haeavier in the back than in the front.





2. Burmese was bred to Daddy Warbucks - Josephine's son. From this she kept the Kitten BUCKWHEAT.


3. Buckwheat was mated again back to Daddy Warbucks and out of this she kept the Ragdoll founder cats: male KYOTO in Seal-Mitted and female TIKI in Seal-Colorpoint.


The CFA would have liked Ann Baker to point out Josephine's ancestors and also name them correctly, but this did not.


Ann Baker said that the offspring from the females Tiki and Fugianna would be too closely related. Because if they were crossbred to get new lines, that would fail, because there would be too much inbreeding and no future reproduction would be possible. So there would have been deformities, that would have been the end of the Ragdoll.


Ann Baker got back to another male, the brother of Daddy Warbucks - named Gueber (Seal-Mitted). This to try to expand the lines.


With Raggedy Ann GUEBER (born 07/03/1965) a single Ragdoll mating was made. This with TOY LING (born 07/02/1966) Out of this she kept the male Raggedy Ann ADAM (born 06/11/1967)


There was another mating with Raggedy Ann Gueber and Raggedy Ann Mitts. Mitts seems not to have been an authentic Ragdoll. Her kittens got an experimental pedigree as Persians.


Ann Baker wrote: Those were all the kittens from Josephine, there were none after that.


This inbred breed will be able to reproduce its characteristics and will prevail if one would breed with this breed. But if other breeds were bred into it, all that accounts for the authentic Ragdoll would be lost.


All kittens from the following lines should belong to Ann Baker. This was: Raggedy Ann Bumble, Raggedy Ann Woo Wong, Raggedy Ann Kookie and Raggedy Ann Kookie Tu.


Character:


According to Ann Baker, Ragdolls get along with all animals. They are so curious, sweet, adaptable and they don't scare easily as well. If you come with a vacuum cleaner, you tend to have to push them away because they won't move on their own. When they play with a dog, they act more like a dog than a cat. They romp and fight like dogs, not cats. You could also say they are like children. They observe and imitate. They are extremely smart and lovable and usually they are not afraid of anything. Above all, they learn from their experience.


Even at a vet (or at a show) a Ragdoll usually behaves very calm and relaxed.


However, if the Ragdoll is chased or beaten, they will never forget that either. It is better to reprimand them with the voice.


Arrived at their new home they have to sniff and explore everything. After that they quickly feels at home. They quickly learn the habits and routines of the family. The clearer the lines in a family are, the better and faster they can adapt. They learn very quickly what is a "no go". Provided that the new owner takes care of her. A Ragdoll will be exactly how you treat them.


Size:


It takes at least three years until a Ragdoll is fully grown. They grow bigger than other cats. Their length is over 35,43 in (90cm) and 13,7-16,1 in (35-41cm) high. Their weight can reach up to 22 lbs (10 kg). The rear end of the Ragdoll is large and heavy. Ann Baker recommended not to let the Ragdoll grow heavier than 22 lbs (10 kg).


Voice:


Their voice is very soft. From the way they meow, you can tell exactly what they want. If their voice is not as usual, you have to watch the Ragdoll closely. Maybe they are looking for their toy or something similar? When they are excited, their meowing tends to be loud and fierce. This can also be when they are looking for something and can't find it.




Origin of the Honey Bears


About two years after Ann Baker went public with the authentic Ragdoll, she received a pregnant cat from a university. It was the first Honey Bear and this to sustain the Ragdoll. But because the difference between the two were so many, it was not used for Ragdoll breeding. Ann Baker said that this would not work well, because the Honey Bears have a completely different type, character and trait. An example: her hindquarters are built completely different. That is the reason why for me only an original Ragdoll comes into question and no crossings with other breeds.


The foundation of Honey Bears is based on this one female she got from this university and the breed Persian, which were registered in the CFA. They were bred with all colors from the beginning. Unlike the Ragdoll, which is based on the base color black. Only three generations later, they took on the character traits of the founding father. The handling of the Honey Bears is that of a normal cat. The Honey Bears were also not registered in an association, like the Ragdoll. And some were not even called Honey Bears anymore but renamed to Persians.


The type of the Honey Bears is not like that of the authentic Ragdoll. The coat is thicker, the ears a little smaller, the eyes rounder, the face flatter, but not the short, round type of the Persian. More like a Perdoll of modern times. The body is strong. The eye color is blue and the body color Lilac or tan to brown when full grown.




Origin of the Ragdoll Tu


In former times Ann Baker, whose cattery name was Raggedy Ann, owned experimental Persians. These cats became the foundation stone for the Ragdoll Tu. She bred first black-brown Persians. These were great and magnificent. Once she borrowed a male for her breeding, whose beauty and size enchanted her. He looked almost like a Sacred Birman. She wanted to buy him, but the owner wouldn't give him up. To 90% he brought his color and every time she brought him home again she missed him. Even though she had other cats. It looked like she had a special connection to him.


One day when she brought him home again the owner told Ann Baker that she had talked to her husband and if she wanted she could have him. His name was Beauty. So Ann Baker took this beauty back home with her. Thus the foundation stone for the Ragdoll Tu was laid.




What is not clear from her book is whether Beauty is the male named Birman that is mentioned as the progenitor on the Dayton genetics card. I assume that these were two different males, because she first bred the authentic Ragdolls and only later, in the 80’s, the Ragdoll Tu.





Here the rule for the breeders was as well: no male was allowed to be sold for breeding, who did this was excluded as a breeder from the IRCA.


The type of the Ragdoll Tu is the same as the authentic Ragdoll. Exceptions are the Honey Bears.


Colors:


Mink: Dark brown with darker shading. They were already born brown. Eye color blue.


Lynx Point: Clearly defined point (face, legs, tail). Body colors are lighter in all color. Eye color blue.


Black Solid: Body color black with brown or silver tones in undercoat. Eye color gold or blue.


Cinnamon: Twill color Cinnamon (cinnamon). Eye color gold or blue.


Tortie: Body color varies between red, black and white. Eye color is gold or blue. The Tortie must have a dark face and legs.




This extension was rejected at the patent office in 1985. The patent was only valid for the authentic Ragdoll, although Ann Baker would have liked to have that. So these could never be authentic Ragdolls - no Original Ragdoll.







Difference Ragdoll, Ragdolls Hobby Cats, Ragdoll Tu


Ragdolls – here the authentic Ragdoll is meant, are purebred animals. Their lines lead back to the cats of Josephine.


No other breed was crossed with this one. And the basic principle should have been - cross back seven times to the same male.


Ragdoll hobby cats are cats that all had Josephine in their lines but were not mated according to her breeding principle.


Ragdoll Tu are the new Ragdolls (book 1986, Ann Baker already bred the new colors and I think she means these Ragdolls, which had the name Ragdoll Tu). There were only 3 males of them in the world. Josephine had different sons and daughters. Their fur and eye color were different. One had the appearance of the Sacred Birman and the others were plain.


However, Ann Baker wrote, when you cross other breeds in, you lose what makes the original Ragdoll. In this day and age, it is the Ragdolls that are not original or the non-traditional lines.




Standard Mitted


There is only one standard for the authentic Ragdolls. This was determined by intensive research by Ann Baker at the NCFA and may not be changed. I think she did this only for the Mitted, because she assumed that the Bi-Color and Colorpoint version would out. As mentioned before, Ann Baker didn't know about the white spotting gene at the time and that's why she made that assumption.


Point system:


Type 20


Head 10


Ears 10


Eye color and shape 5


Body 10


Legs and feet 10


Tail 5


Color 10


Fur 10


Condition 10


Head:


Wider between the ears, when viewed from the front a broad wedge. Round chin which tapers. The head of a male is about 0,5 in wider on each side than that of a queen. Forehead is round and slopes slowly. Flat spot on top of the head. If you put your hand on the head, you can feel a flat spot between the ears.


Nose of medium length.


Chin: Jaw strong, the lower part must show the color white (she described only the mitted) and this white must go to the ruff. The chin is full and well developed.


Cheeks: Full


Ears: Of medium length and slightly tilted forward.


Eyes: Blue eyes, the bluer the better. The outer corner of the eye must be slightly pulled up.


Voice:


The male's voice is huskier than the female's.


Type:


Body: The underside of the body should be mostly white. The authentic Ragdoll is heavier in the hindquarters than in the forequarters. The belly is flabby. The female is much more petite than the male. Males at the age of two to three years should be about 33 – 34 in long. Measured from the nose to the tip of the tail. Females are about 0,8 in smaller and shorter than males.


Legs:


They are of medium length and strong. The hind legs are higher than the front legs. Height forehand 12 in and hindquarters 15 in.


Gait:


With a full-grown Ragdoll the walk is almost comparable with a monkey. This one also has a long upper body and is higher and heavier in the rear. But the Ragdoll is very graceful when jumping on a table.


Paws:


Strong, round and thick. They must have tufts of hair between the toes.


Forefeet: have white gloves.


Hind paws/legs: They have white gloves that go into a white boot. At least half the leg. Ideally up to the knee joint.


Tail:


Medium length, full and carried like a feather.


Fur:


Medium length to long. Extremely dense and soft like a rabbit coat. It should not mat. Seasonal variations in hair length and density must be taken into account. Shorter in summer than in winter.


Color Drawing:


Slight contrast between the body color and the points. As you can see, a clearly lighter back was not yet desired as it is today. Points except paws, mask, ears, forelegs (except gloves and boots) are clearly defined. All in the same shade. Mask covers cheeks, nose and goes to above eyes. She has a blaze on the bridge of the nose.


On their front legs you can see white gloves on the paws and on the hind legs white gloves with boots. These must cover at least half the hind leg. Ideally up to the knee joint.
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