
            [image: ]
        




Viola Miller 








THE ADVENTURES OF NUGGET




              




[image: ]






























Enough is enough!
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   „Ta-da! Good morning, Nugget!”



A garish face with big eyes and fluffy red hair danced around
Nugget’s face and opened its mouth. Some weeks ago Nugget had been
afraid of this strange thing, but now Nugget was just annoyed.
Linus and Lara called that ugly thing Mr Gape. Nugget was not sure
if Mr Gape was a living being. It moved its face and hands as soon
as Linus or Lara put it on their arm. Put it on? Oh no, it was
different…



It seemed like the children put their arms in Mr Gape’s b… (You
know exactly what I mean). Well, Nugget - a proud golden hamster -
would never put up with such a treatment!



Most of the time, Mr Gape limply lay in the children’s room. But
not now – unfortunately…



   “Haha, Nugget is even afraid of a puppet!” Linus
laughed.



   “Afraid of Mr Gape? No, I’m just angry because I was
woken up!” Nugget thought. He hissed angrily.



   “Okay, this was funny, but for now leave Nugget
alone,” Lara reckoned.



   “Linus! Lara! Are you ready for school? Hurry up!”
called mum.



   “Oh crap!” Linus moaned, put Mr Gape off his hand and
threw the puppet down on the floor.



Then he grabbed some peanuts out of a bowl, opened the cage’s hatch
and tossed them in the cage. The nuts hit nugget’s head and back.



   “For you, buddy,” Linus called. Linus and his sister
ran out of the children’s room.



Nugget felt a slight pain in his head, but then he forgot about his
headache immediately.



Nuts! He loved nuts!



   “Carry them to your hiding place - quickly,” he
thought.



This was actually a strange idea because Nugget lived alone in his
cage. No one could take his nuts away. Nevertheless, he stuffed the
nuts hastily in his cheek pouches. Soon he was twice as thick as
before.



Nugget ran around hectically in his cage and found a suitable
corner for his supplies. Then he spit the nuts out.



However, Nugget wanted to eat one of the nuts at once. He took the
nut between his little paws and nibbled the shell. After that, he
enjoyed the two peanut kernels.



   “And now,” Nugget wondered, “take a nap, because Mr
Gape has woken me up? Where is he at all? Oh, I don’t care…” Nugget
snuggled up in his nest (made of paper stripes) and tried to sleep.



But he didn’t make it.



He knew that feeling. Although he was tired, he didn’t manage to
fall asleep. Children! Why did they wake him up at all? Couldn’t
they play with him when he was awake?



On the one hand he liked Linus and Lara. At first they had been
kind to nugget, had taken him on their hands carefully and had
stroked him tenderly. He liked that. But recently the children
picked him out and sat him on strange things with wheels (so-called
toy cars) and woke him up with that strange Mr Gape!



Nugget scurried restlessly in his cage. When he was excited, he
always had to move. Climbing! That could be a good idea! Perhaps
climbing could make him tired! Nugget clasped the cage’s metal
letters with his paws and climbed up to the top. What did he see?
The cage’s hatch was still open! As Linus had rushed out of the
room he hadn’t thought about closing the hatch. Escaping and living
in freedom! That would be an opportunity! Just sitting in that
cage, being bullied by Mr Gape couldn’t be the meaning of life! Who
would provide him with nuts out there in the free? Somewhere
outside have to be more nuts and Linus and Lara must have got their
nuts from somewhere else. Nugget felt that his whole body tingled
from excitement.



   “It’s now or never! World outside, I’m coming!” Nugget
thought and climbed out into his new life in freedom.



           









Animal facts



 



The golden hamster



 



Golden hamsters look like little teddy bears. Their size ranges
from 12 to 15 cm and their fluffy fur can be golden-brown, dark
brown, white, cream or black. Some golden hamsters are single
coloured, some are spotted.



In the past, all golden hamsters have a golden-brown fur (except
for their white paws, their white belly and their black stripes on
their cheeks).



Hamsters are very cute, but they are no toys! These little animals
have their own demands on how they want to live. Golden hamsters
sleep during daytime. They crawl out of their nests not until
evening. You’ll be lucky if they are still awake while you are
having your breakfast.



Just after the golden hamster knows your smell and your voice, you
can take it on your hand. You can also let the hamster discover
your room, but you have to be careful! Golden hamsters are very
quick and curious and “POW!” they disappear behind a shelf. Golden
hamsters feel very comfortable when they are alone in their cages.
They don’t need any other hamsters to play with.



If hamsters enjoy their single-life, how do they have babies at the
same time?



Every few weeks a hamster lady wants to have babies. She doesn’t
know why. It is her instinct. This means that it has been
predetermined by nature. If you put a male hamster in the hamster
lady’s cage, they will mate. But don’t think that they will have a
long period relationship. After mating the female will scare the
male off or even attack it. You should take the male hamster out of
the cage; otherwise the hamster lady will bite him!



Hamster ladies are single mums. They bring up their children on
their own. Hamster babies are completely naked when they are born.
They grow up and reach adulthood quickly. After four weeks the
hamster mum is fed up with her gang. She wants to live on her own
again. When this time comes, you will hear a wild hissing and
chattering in the cage. Now you should take the young hamsters out
of the cage and every single hamster should get its own cage.



          



                          



New friends?



 



The front door’s lock clicked. Nugget heard some powerful stamping
steps. Mrs Schröder! He had to be careful. When Mrs Schröder was in
the house, she turned Nugget’s life upside down. Nugget had no idea
why Mrs Schröder was liked and appreciated in this house.
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