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dedicated to


All those who seek the Truth




FOREWORD


The real truth differs from banal truthfulness in that it requires something of us, real truth makes something happen, it makes us free.


DIETRICH BONHOEFFER


Abook should only be written out of inward necessity. The correct point in time is equally important. Each and every one of us, in particular each individual Christian, will have to account for all the unnecessary words we have uttered on the Day of Judgement (Matthew 12:36). Seen in that light, it becomes obvious that not every book ever written can be pleasing to God. We are warned by the Preacher Ecclesiastes 12:12 “of making many books there is no end.” In Germany alone, the land of the Reformation, round about 90,000 new books reach the market every year.


The author does however hope that the book which you are holding at this moment in time does actually belong to the category of “necessary” – or even “essential”. This book shows us JESUS CHRIST as triumphing over all the empires of the Earth, shows Him as victorious through His gentleness and crowned King through the power of His Character. “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit!” says the LORD of Hosts (Zechariah 4:6). Invisible and indestructible, even today JESUS CHRIST is building His Kingdom of Love and Righteousness. Only a fool would not allow themselves to be conquered and captivated by His Love (Ephesians 4:8).


This book wishes to be, and indeed can be, more than is illustrated in the previous paragraph. It not only marginally re-evaluates the present-day predominant theories on End Time scenarios, it re-thinks and changes them to their very core. JESUS CHRIST is the LORD of all history, and as such He wants His beloved disciples to have more and more insight into His ways and plans, He longs for those who follow Him to have a deeper understanding of His divine plans for the future and to work more closely together with Him. Many of the most important texts concerning that future are still “hidden” in the Revelation of John and in the Books of the Prophets, finding those clues will bring us one step closer to our goal. The Book of Daniel was and has been sealed since God Himself instructed Daniel to do so (Daniel 12:4), but only until “the time of the end” were the precise instructions. The seal will be broken and knowledge increased at that time.


We do, however, have to pay attention to some important principles: We can only grow and increase our knowledge through the Redemptive Act of God alone. JESUS CHRIST alone is worthy to break the seals (Revelation 5:1 f). Finally, it is JESUS CHRIST Himself who allows us to see and understand the Father’s plan for our redemption.


The book which you are now holding has no intention of stirring up fears for the future. Quite the opposite, it endeavours to erase ungrounded End Time fears. Erasing such uncalled fears has to be a good reason for all Christians to rejoice. Courage, the opportunities available to us, and to a certain degree our freedom will increase. We are edified, we are strengthened, and anxiety subsides. What you are about to read will clarify your vision, help you to identify what is really threatening and to recognize where the real dangers lie, dangers that can be verified in God’s Word (The Bible) and therefore cannot be talked into oblivion.


The reader will need to exercise extreme prudence. None of us were born in this particular era through coincidence. Take heart! – We were meant to be here at this specific time. God is good, He will prepare us for the challenges to come, and we will meet them armed with Faith. Not only that – God has prepared our best deeds for us in advance. (1 Corinthians 15:58 and Hebrews 10:24).


Believers may find that whilst reading new perspectives open up in each chapter, new ways of seeing things which have, until now, not been at all widespread. What we have here is a completely new End Time exegesis. It is foreseeable that the newness of some theories will most certainly seem odd and for many of us difficult to accept; a fact which cannot be avoided.


The content of this book will most probably surprise or even irritate steadfast Christians. But that is the whole idea of this book, it was planned for that purpose. This book, which is firmly rooted in the Holy Scriptures, wishes to refute, and can refute the current predominate theories on the origin of the coming apocalyptic evil. Thus causing numerous widely acclaimed future scenarios to collapse like the proverbial house of cards. If this is a shock to many, then at least it is a so-called therapeutic shock. JESUS CHRIST is the Way, the Truth and the Life. He does not want His church to be on the receiving end of some wishy-washy theories; He wants to show them the way to Life Eternal – especially in real-time history making situations.


Regarding the book itself; it is very likely that readers will discover that none of the arguments offered by present-day internationally acknowledged interpretations of the End Time are in themselves consistent. The existing interpretations are typically based on only one part of the Biblical prophetic texts, they see only one part of the truth. (1 Corinthians 13:9). There will be considerably more about this topic later.


There is a verse in the Bible which tells us that “No one can lay any other foundation than that which has been laid, which is JESUS CHRIST.” (1 Corinthians 3:11). The author had this verse continually in mind whilst writing, and that is the standard by which he wishes to be judged. The book is supported by invisible columns of prayer, and the core statement is based on two years spent studying Scriptures specifically dealing with the subject. The work came into being through a very personal flash of inspiration pertaining to Revelation chapter 17. The book does not, however, include a description of the actual flash. Instead the text is more of an inquiring nature, written from the viewpoint of one who is seeking after the truth. God loves suspense, and in the Revelation of John He shows us most decidedly that His absolute speciality is “Rescue in the Nick of Time”.


The author freely admits that the lengthy process of studying and examining the Scriptures followed by the completion of this book was one of the most exhilarating, but at the same time one of the most difficult periods of his life. Especially since the many duties involved in a normal workaday life carried on in the background. How was it possible to spend so much time poring over the Biblical texts, over important literature on the End Time and numerous other relevant sources? The author was and still is amazed at the fact that this book is actually finished, but most amazing of all is the fact that even to this very day there are completely undiscovered treasures to be found in JESUS CHRIST (Colossians 2:3). A further source of amazement is that so much valuable knowledge popped up simply as collateral benefit, purely due to the new approach adopted.


It is really true, as soon as the foundation changes – or to put it more precisely; the foundation is recognized as being different to what one had believed before – everything associated with the subject changes too. There are still many unanswered questions; whole areas of research have opened up before us. JESUS is worthy of sincere gratitude for all that He has done, not just with empty words, but from the heart. HE is the foundation.


God is like the sun; you cannot look at it, but without it you cannot look at anything else.


GILBERT KEITH CHESTERTON


God was pleased to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery amongst the Gentiles, which is CHRIST in you, the hope of glory.


PAUL
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A SOLID FOUNDATION


For no one can lay any other foundation than that which has been laid, which is JESUS CHRIST.


PAUL


When he, the Spirit of truth, has come, he will guide you into all truth, for he will not speak from himself; but whatever he hears, he will speak. He will declare to you things that are coming.


JESUS CHRIST


Before we start, we should pause and consider briefly that if books represent “teaching in the form of print”, then Paul’s maxim really does show us which way to go, as the word suggests. Paul was only willing to talk to the congregation after receiving a revelation, a specific teaching or some other form of enlightenment to share with the brethren (1 Corinthians 14:6). He only shared the most significant of these and then only with those who were already following CHRIST. All unbelievers were presented with the dramatic, and yet convincing message of the Cross, coupled with the urgent plea to repent and convert. Paul was well aware of the fact that he should only – or indeed could only address certain topics as a Christian to other Christians. A person can possess sound or even superior powers of understanding, but if they are not disciples of JESUS CHRIST, the Bible and its inspired Word of God usually remains completely incomprehensible for them, sometimes even repellent (1 Corinthians 1:18). The Spirit of Truth alone is capable of opening the human mind to things divine (John 14:17). For that very reason, this book was written exclusively for Christians.


Esteemed reader, should you have not yet found a living Faith in JESUS CHRIST, God’s only Son, then please lay this book aside. It will not only be uninformative; it will most probably also be puzzling. It would be more to your advantage if you were to read the original Book of Books – perhaps The Gospel According to John. The Bible satisfies curiosity and the need to discover new facts. JESUS CHRIST Himself affirms: “If anyone desires to do His (God’s) will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or if I am speaking from myself.” (John 7:17).


Dear reader, if you are already following JESUS CHRIST, you are most welcome to read further. The teachings in this book will provide you with new food for thought, they will hopefully enrich your spiritual environment and help to advance your Faith. One very encouraging verse tells us: “But he who is spiritual discerns all things” (1 Corinthians 2:15). If readers and author have that Spirit in common, then this work will be successful and fulfil its purpose.


For those of us who are well versed in the world of computers, here is another way of putting it: In the Bible we are dealing with information which has been coded by the Holy Spirit. The Bible assures us that no-one has ever spoken (or written) one single Word of or from God or through their own inspiration (2 Peter 1:21). The input is always from God. The Bible is perfectly correct to speak about itself saying: “Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16). This is true because God’s Word is effective. Thus decoding the Word with active help from the Holy Spirit is, and will continue to be, the task and goal of every Christian.


We should therefore perhaps stress this fact once more right at the beginning of the book: No-one who believes in JESUS CHRIST has ever understood the


Bible using their own intelligence or understanding. Understanding the Word of God is a gift bestowed on mortals by the Holy Spirit; starting with the acknowledgement of our own state of sin and the accompanying realisation that God’s redeeming Love overcomes all things. God’s Love shines like a bright light in our darkness. We encounter JESUS CHRIST not as a judge, but as a saviour. We become filled with Faith and Truth. When they have passed through the “needle’s eye” of genuine repentance and conversion, the Spirit of Truth takes up His abode in the believer and begins the work of sanctification, giving them many very individual gifts of the Spirit (Please see 1 Corinthians 12). The newly-born Christian may, in fact should, now strive to gain practice in the use of their spiritual gifts.


God, in His infinite wisdom, arranged for the Bible to contain ever reoccurring “training sequences”. We discover illustrated examples to help us understand God’s Word the way He means it. The Parable of the Sower is a good example (Matthew 13:1-23). We will now read it together, and then interpret it:




13 1 On that day JESUS went out of the house and sat by the seaside. 2 Great multitudes gathered to him, so that he entered into a boat and sat; and all the multitude stood on the beach. 3 He spoke to them many things in parables, saying, “Behold, a farmer went out to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seeds fell by the roadside, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Others fell on rocky ground, where they didn’t have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of earth. 6 When the sun had risen, they were scorched. Because they had no root, they withered away. 7 Others fell amongst thorns. The thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Others fell on good soil and yielded fruit: some one hundred times as much, some sixty, and some thirty. 9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”10 The disciples came, and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11 He answered them, “To you it is given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but it is not given to them. 12 For whoever has, to him will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever doesn’t have, from him will be taken away even that which he has. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they don’t see, and hearing, they don’t hear, neither do they understand. 14 In them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says, ‘By hearing you will hear, and will in no way understand; Seeing you will see, and will in no way perceive; 15 for this people’s heart has grown callous, their ears are dull of hearing, and they have closed their eyes; or else perhaps they might perceive with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their heart, and would turn again, and I would heal them.’ 16 “But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear. 17 For most certainly I tell you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see the things which you see, and didn’t see them; and to hear the things which you hear, and didn’t hear them.”





Including this parable in the Bible was, of course fully intentionally on God’s part, and in no way accidental; a little later JESUS explains the parable to His disciples:




13 18 “Hear, then, the parable of the farmer. 19 When anyone hears the word of the Kingdom and doesn’t understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away that which has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown by the roadside. 20 What was sown on the rocky places, this is he who hears the word and immediately with joy receives it; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while. When oppression or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 What was sown amongst the thorns, this is he who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 What was sown on the good ground, this is he who hears the word and understands it, who most certainly bears fruit and produces, some one hundred times as much, some sixty, and some thirty.”





The inclusion of JESUS’s interpretation is, again, completely intentional and by no means accidental. What does this mean for us in this day and age? Quite simply that we are all designated to learn how the Scriptures are to be interpreted. We all are invited to experience in a realistic and gripping way just how JESUS CHRIST explained and gave meaning to inspired Words (in this case a parable) for the benefit of others.


Theologians call this phenomenon – somewhat theorizingly – “The Golden Rule”. The Golden Rule claims that “the Scriptures interpret themselves!” If we are to imitate our LORD and Saviour in all ways, then we must learn the heavenly trade of exegesis for ourselves. Joseph was a carpenter, and JESUS learnt that same craft, in the same way we can learn heavenly “carpentry” and help to build God’s Kingdom.


As soon as we have seen this remarkable fact clearly, a further uplifting thought will follow. We “modern-day” Christians are supposed to be learning all the same Truths that the disciples learned hundreds of years ago. JESUS CHRIST is no less our “Rabbi” than theirs. The exact same Gospel is there for all Christians – neither a higher one, nor a lower one, not different in any aspect. When we get down to it, what counts is that we grasp the meaning of the unchanging Truths to be found in the Scriptures, that we internalize them, that we live according to them and that we protect, defend and preserve them (John 17:17 and Jude 1:3). As we continue our journey of life and learning, we will soon notice that each step leads to new and uncharted waters. We will not reach the end in this life. God surrounds us, He loves us, He instructs us. David expressed this amazing fact in a Psalm:




139 1 LORD, you have searched me, and you know me. 2 You know my sitting down and my rising up. You perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 4 For there is not a word on my tongue, but behold, LORD, you know it altogether. 5 You hem me in behind and before. You laid your hand on me. 6 This knowledge is beyond me. It’s lofty. I can’t attain it. 7 Where could I go from your Spirit? Or where could I flee from your presence? 8 If I ascend up into heaven, you are there. If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, you are there! 9 If I take the wings of the dawn, and settle in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 even there your hand will lead me, and your right hand will hold me. 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me. The light around me will be night,” 12 even the darkness doesn’t hide from you, but the night shines as the day. The darkness is like light to you. 13 For you formed my inmost being. You knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I will give thanks to you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful. My soul knows that very well.





David did not turn away from God in resignation, he carried on trying to understand the breadth, length, height and depth of God’s magnificence (Ephesians 3:18) and so was able to grow beyond his own limits. When we look up at the universe which was and still is spanned by God’s hand, we feel indescribably small – but strangely eminent at the same time – God has afforded us a view of His own inner self and looks upon us with great mercy. Which amounts to nothing less than a miracle filling us with praise and thanks to our creator God. †


God’s Word is the source of all thoughts when reason and understanding are enlightened.


MARTIN LUTHER


No prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke, being moved by the Holy Spirit.


PETER


Saints have the key of heaven’s hieroglyphics; they can unriddle celestial enigmas. They are initiated into the fellowship of the skies; they have heard words which it is not possible for them to repeat to their fellows.


CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON
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THE RIGHT MINDSET


We have the more sure word of prophecy; and you do well that you heed it as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.


PETER


Once the foundation has been laid and the prerequisites fulfilled, there still remain a few decisive elements before the book begins in earnest. We shall call these elements the “appropriate presuppositions”. One such presupposition is a genuine love for prophecy. Not every Christian feels that way; some Christians do in fact live out their whole lives feeling somewhat awestruck by prophetical language and symbols. Others thrive under the influence of such language and such symbols, searching avidly for their true meaning. Even if there is much which they cannot understand or classify, they do not give up but continue their research. Such fascination might have started quite simply when they felt the power and the glory; the magnificence of God’s predictions. Just as Moses stepped into the dark cloud on Mount Sinai to be closer to God, some of God’s children “step into” the writings of the prophets, even if the predictions they disclose do look more than merely somewhat dismal at first glance. We easily succumb to an illusion when it comes to the real nature of prophecies. John tells us the following right at the beginning of his Revelation (1:3):




“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things that are written in it, for the time is near.”





Is that not a clear invitation, does it not motivate us to step into the “dark cloud” of prophecies, and boldly approach the LORD of the past and of the future? God the Father is proud to know and form the future. He joyfully and proudly takes those of His children who seek Him with an upright heart into His confidence. We should strive to be serious, to be vigilant, to be prepared, to have a sincere wish to understand God’s nature and His essentially very material plans – that is the motivation required. Curiosity is, of course, superficially necessary, but it is not enough; quite simply because curiosity stays superficial. In visions, first Ezekiel, and later John (Ezekiel 2:8-3:2 and Revelation 10:1-11) were both given a small scroll with God’s prophecies and were instructed to “eat it”. The scrolls were sweet to the taste, but turned sour in their stomachs.


Let us return to the nature of prophecies. While some Christians stubbornly, even scornfully, refuse to occupy themselves with any kind of statement about the Second Coming of CHRIST – Doesn’t it say that we have to remain wakeful because; we “don’t know the day nor the hour” (Matthew 25:13) – others carry on with their studies, determined to ascertain at least the month and year or decade when our Lord JESUS CHRIST will return as the longed for King and Judge of this Earth, if not precisely the “day and hour”. Such longing is perfectly justified.


Christians who have freed themselves from curiosity, ambition, prefixed ideas and false motives will soon discover some most wonderful things: Many of the prophecies begin to light the way at several completely different points in time. God speaks about His chosen people Israel, referring to the Exodus (Hosea 11:1): “I called my Son out of Egypt.”


The very same “Word” happened again, over 1,000 years later when a child named JESUS was brought back to a temporarily safe Israel after His parents had had to flee to Egypt with Him. We read the same Word regarding JESUS: “Out of Egypt I called my Son.” (Matthew 2:15). And all of us who have escaped the temptations of this world, whose sins have been washed away without a trace on the cross of Calvary by the precious blood of God’s Son, hear the same redeeming words: “I have called my lost sons and daughters out of Egypt!”


According to our calendar, Isaiah wrote his eloquent devotional book, which is also incidentally chock-a-block full of prophetic words, round about the year 700 BC. Round about 730 years later, John the Baptist, who was sent to prepare the way for JESUS CHRIST, went out into the Judean Desert to call out to the people of Israel, who had abandoned their God; beseeching them to leave their ungodly ways and offering to baptise those who repented in purifying water. When asked who he was he avoided a direct answer, displeasing the religious dignitaries of that time (John 1:19): Not the Messiah, not Elijah, not the Prophet. They expected a clear answer, and continued to question him ill-naturedly. Finally, John answered them in the words of Isaiah (Matthew 3:3): “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, make the way of the LORD ready!” We will hear this cry again at the end of our era, exactly as Isaiah originally wrote it (Isaiah 40:3). Then the wording will be as follows: “Prepare the way of the LORD in the wilderness! Make a level highway in the desert for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low.”


We learn that Isaiah is not only speaking about John and his ministry in the desert. He is speaking about the wonderful, peaceful coming-together and final homecoming of God’s beloved people at the end of the era. †


The voice which I heard from heaven, again speaking with me, said, “Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the land.” I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.”


JOHN
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A FAITHFUL RENDERING OF


THE ORIGINAL TEXT


For the word of God is living and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart.


THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS


Search until you have found JESUS and His Light – nothing else will help you!


HERMANN AUGUST MENGE


There are so many good translations of the Bible, and numerous thrilling stories about the lives of the people who wrote them. The most well-known life history is that of Dr. Martin Luther, the monk of the Augustine order and theologian who was responsible for the Reformation in Germany. Dr. Luther’s disputes with the unyielding Catholic Church of Rome, represented at that time by Pope Leo X, got him into great difficulties. Rome damned his 95 Theses, which were based on the Bible, and continued with the false practice of granting absolution from sins in the form of a so-called “Letter of Indulgence” – for which the sinner usually had to pay, quite apart from generally having to perform some kind of religious ritual such as repeating a prayer 50 times whilst ascending the steps to a church on their knees!


Not only that, many of his other works caused him endless troubles until he was finally outlawed. Friedrich the Wise of Saxony, who bore the title of “Elector”, was a patron and supporter of the Reformation and in May 1521 he outsmarted the authorities, who wished to execute Luther; he arranged a hoax kidnapping, whisking Luther away to the famous Wartburg in the Thuringian Forest, where, above the treetops, Luther continued his work in disguise as “Squire Jörg”, letting his hair and beard grow long.


Isolated and under spiritual attack, Luther retaliated in his own special way; he wrote even more. In the autumn of the same year he translated the entire New Testament into German from the original Greek, with no outside assistance whatsoever. His translation was powerful and contemporary, he said that he “had listened to the common boorish speech of the people” – and he sometimes wrote accordingly; using the vernacular he had heard. He undertook the more painstaking translation of the Old Testament during the following years, and finally finished his work in 1534.


Almost miraculously, as if through the omnipotence of God, the printing press was ready and waiting for this most important of translations. Johannes Gutenberg had invented this new machine and had put it into operation during the previous century. Luther’s Bible could be reproduced in large numbers and what the ordinary working-class folk of that time could be reached. Centuries of denying believers their basic rights was at an end; they had always heard the litany and the Bible readings, but they had not understood. How could they have? – the “Holy Mass” was celebrated in Latin, the language of Ancient Rome which was totally incomprehensible for those without an education of any kind! Luther made God’s Words comprehensible and gave the whole German nation access to the Holy Scritures.


Even more remarkable is the life history of quite a different Bible translator and of course his excellent translation, which played such a key role in the writing of this book. The story of Hermann August Menge was genuinely ‘Made in Germany’!


Hermann August Menge – more often known as simply Hermann Menge – was born in the town of Seesen in the Harz Mountains, Lower Saxony, Germany on 7 February 1841. He spent his entire life in this not particularly well-known area of Germany. He was the youngest child in a family of six, and nothing indicated that “Little Hermann” would later do anything especially meaningful. He was a sickly child, and not very bright. He suffered from chronic whooping cough, a very serious disease at that time. His whole face was often so swollen that he felt himself to be “a paragon of ugliness”. His achievements at school were below average, but his parents attitude saved him; they believed firmly that outward appearance was not of importance (he was often laughed at because of his worn clothing), and were convinced that “being well-bred and possessing knowledge was the best start in life for a child!” When the boy’s first Latin test was returned to him as “too bad to be corrected”, his parents organized private tuition for him.


Slowly but surely, the boy’s talents began to come to light; he had an exceptional memory and a gift for languages. He developed later than most children, but nevertheless passed his final school examinations with good marks and matriculated in 1860. He attended the University of Göttingen, where he read Philology and History, gaining his PhD after only six semesters, which was amazingly early when compared to today’s standards. He qualified as a teacher the following year and commenced his teaching career at the Holzminden Grammar School in the autumn of 1864. Despite his protests, he was assigned to instruct the pupils in Religion and Hebrew – the latter was an especial bane. He not only made the best of the situation, he demonstrated his pedagogic skills by suggesting that everyone – pupils and teacher – should work together and help each other in mastering the difficult syllabus. He would never have won his pupils over so easily had he admitted his own lack of knowledge on the subject!


During the following years Menge worked in the German school system. He had already become accustomed to working 14 hours a day while he had been at university, but now he became more and more productive. He developed new, sometimes unconventional, methods of teaching. For example question and answer sequences and ways of learning by repetition to improve a pupil’s understanding of a language. Handwritten text books, which he had originally meant for his own use, were used by colleagues and became so popular in wider teaching circles that they were published. New editions are still being printed, a sign that their content must produce the desired results!


He married his fiancée Marie at the age of 26, they had five children, and she remained his faithful helpmeet for 62 years.


In 1876 Menge was made a professor for his scholarly achievements, but his work continued to be characterised by its simplicity. He expected his pupils to be self-disciplined, but he did not agree with the strict methods of upbringing or the harsh punishments in general practice at schools at that time. Menge was always ready for a laugh and even after he was made headmaster of a grammar school, you might still see him in a pub having a beer with his pupils, exchanging ideas or simply chatting.


If need be he could show great strength of character, for instance, on one occasion an unwanted reform of the educational system had him opposing Emperor William II.


Superficially, his life seemed to be in perfect order – yet smouldering deep under the surface there lay an unfulfilled longing. His health was never the best, and the pressure of everyday school and the never ending educational reforms tugged at his frayed nerves, leaving very little room for his own aims and desires. Menge longed for the peace and quietness of a desk job. In 1900 at the age of 59, he was relieved of school teaching and given a pension on the grounds of expert medical opinions. This presented an unexpected opportunity – who would have thought that Menge’s true life’s work was about to begin? Who would have guessed at the direction he was about to take? In order to understand what followed in Menge’s life, we have to be clear about his relationship to God, and exactly who this man was in God’s eyes, he may have been a “headmaster” but he was not a born-again Christian. He went to church regularly and part of his daily duties as headmaster was to prepare and take school assembly, which was at that time a short prayer meeting. He led an exemplary life, in fact he was to say that “both of the grammar schools under my leadership were looked upon as being exceptionally Christian institutions.” He knew that all was not as it appeared and referred to himself as having been influenced by “barren and cold-hearted rationalism”, which was (at that time) reaching full bloom and popularity. Menge had always had difficulty understanding the real and sometimes hidden meaning of Bible texts, but in the autumn of 1899, just a short time before he became a pensioner something happened to change his attitude. He was preparing for his last assembly when suddenly the Spirit of Truth revealed Itself unmistakably to Menge, there was no shadow of a doubt. Menge describes the experience as follows:




In my soul I was suddenly aware that my knowledge of the Bible was lacking in the extreme. So great was this awareness that I was deeply ashamed and immediately took the decision to put all my available energy into devoting myself to detailed Bible Study, starting with the New Testament. I prayed that God would help me to carry out my plan and to achieve my goal, and so I started to read the New Testament in the Greek for the first time in my life.





Now, at last, the Living Word of God entered Menge’s heart and began to unfold its life-bringing effect. At last, Menge gained a concrete insight into how necessary for mankind redemption really was. He was deeply moved when he recognized his state of “sinfulness and blame”. He realised that redemption could only be attained through the one act of God’s only Son, JESUS CHRIST. He experienced his own conversion and turned anew towards God while he was working his way through the New Testament in Greek. He described this experience as “an immense, not sudden but rather gradual and complete change”. Menge made notes on what he read and started a rough draft of his translation, at first he was not at all satisfied with his work. Surprisingly soon he found that the work brought him great joy, and the translation began to take up more and more of his time, almost to the exclusion of all other activities. The work flourished in the years between 1900 and 1909, and when completed his NT translation was immediately accepted by a publishing house, who brought out an elaborate illuminated edition with no less than 40 illustrations. Sales were nowhere near brisk and the book was a financial failure. Strangely, the effect on Menge was to make him even more convinced that his work was important, and that he dare not leave the job “half done”. He was 70 when he began to translate the Old Testament and, if anything, his fervour had increased. He worked on it practically day and night for nearly 12 years, during which time he was reliant only upon his own philological skills and resources. This amazing work was finally finished in 1922; the complete Bible – Old and New Testaments – all penned by one man, all from one mould, but all that happened was that he locked it in the drawer of his desk and it vanished from sight! He did not even bother trying to find a publisher, he was just happy to have achieved his goal:




The light from on high pierced my heart and made me see that JESUS CHRIST is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and I realised that there is no other name given unto mankind, by which we shall receive salvation, except alone the Name of JESUS. Did I not receive the most wonderful of all rewards, alone in the joyous state of my heart?





How the translation finally made its way to a publishing house – to be more exact the Württemberg Bible Society – remains a secret to this day. It was certainly none of Menge’s doing. God Himself seems to have personally unlocked the desk drawer.


The “Menge Bible” (MENG) was surprisingly well received, the translation was praised and its circulation widespread; eleven editions were printed altogether. Menge was given an honorary doctorate for his work by the Faculty of Theology at Münster University. He lived to be 98 years old and continued updating and editing his work to his life’s end.


Menge’s inspired translation was the basis of the original German edition of this book. The translation has several essential features; it is of extremely well-founded philological character; it keeps as close to the original text as possible; it remains true to the meaning of the original text; it is written in a clear, comprehensible German, avoiding complicated Latin terms as far as possible. The writer has tried to keep the original flavour and atmosphere of the texts. It has numerous subtitles and marginal notes explaining the relevance of related Bible texts, thus creating a meaningful structure throughout. Menge discovered that there were several unclear or imprecise passages in the older Luther translation, which could, in his opinion, be “improved upon”. He deemed


Luther’s German to be “somewhat dated after a period of nigh on four centuries” and wrote an easily readable, fluent version which was meant as a valuable supplement to Luther’s work – not wishing to take anything away from the master’s translation. The Menge Bible may not enjoy great popularity amongst 21st century Christians, but it is appreciated amongst professional theologians. It is highly praised and counted as an equal to the Luther or to the Schlachter Bible. The translation is a rare linguistic pearl and is to be highly recommended. The author was most impressed by the way Menge had stepped down and had required no praise for himself, it was enough for him that his work be praised. He remained “a man in hiding” who loved his desk, his quiet work and his books above all else. The following words, which he wrote himself, capture his whole attitude towards his work:




I have spent most of my adult life – notwithstanding the time I spent teaching – living hidden away from the world in small towns, and though my text books – both for schools and the sciences – have enjoyed widespread popularity at home and abroad, the world knows astonishingly little of me.





The author’s intentions are similar, and the name on the cover of this book is in fact a pseudonym. The authors hopes that his readers will understand his motives, living as we do in a world ruled by the World Wide Web, with global communication getting faster and faster. This book rocks the present-day predominant theories and End Time scenarios to their very core – quite apart from which it was written by “a mere man”. There might be too much attention resulting in too many obligations; An environment promoting concentrated work and an atmosphere of tranquillity are worth protecting.


Menge was already very old when he was asked about his life and the direction it had taken. He recognized the question as one of pure curiosity and answered: “Those seeking knowledge of me and of my life would be well-advised to read my book (the Bible), and the knowledge gained through reading it will hopefully lead them to God and to our Saviour. Then they will know something which is indeed really worth knowing.” †


The Bible has passed through the furnace of persecution, literary criticism, philosophic doubt, and scientific discovery, and has lost nothing but those human interpretations which clung to it as alloy to precious ore.


CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON
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FINDING THE RIGHT TEXTS


Therefore every scribe who has been made a disciple in the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who is a householder, who brings out of his treasure new and old things.


JESUS CHRIST


We are now slowly approaching the conclusion of the introductory chapters. The penultimate, but most important prerequisite for a prophetic work is, of course, choosing the relevant Bible verses. Not all prophetic scriptures can be taken into consideration. During the process of choosing we have to constantly bear in mind that God’s Word must not be used as if it were on the same level as profane literature, and allow ourselves to choose willy-nilly in the manner of powerless political arguments regardless of context (If it supports our hypothesis, we use it; if it does not, we discard it). This chapter introduces the texts which the author considers of direct relevance to our topic. The texts compile a short work of reference within the actual book itself. Together they form a framework for further research.


At this point a request: The reader should please first study the texts without referring to external works, should contemplate and pray that the true meaning of the Word be revealed.


Most of the Bible texts in the original German are taken from the Menge Bible (MENG). The English is from the free “World English Bible” (WEB), which is similar in content and approach. The subheadings have been translated directly from Menge’s subheadings, in an attempt to capture the spirit of his language.


The choice of one main translation is vital, as many of the present-day exegeses are – similar to political practices – somewhat long-winded and “puffed up”. They take the texts from several different translations, according to which best serves the purpose of the moment. This questionable method of working could be described as “Bible-Zapping”. It is decidedly better to choose one translation and then stay with it from beginning to end. The exegesis will consequently “all be cast from one mould”. If necessary, and only as an exception when it is vitally important to have the exact meaning of each single word, further Bible translations may be used or consulted as a basis of comparison.




Selection of Prophetic Texts





Daniel 2


Daniel Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream




King Nebuchadnezzar is worried by a dream which the wise men of Babylon are unable to interpret





2 1 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamt dreams; and his spirit was troubled, and his sleep went from him. 2 Then the king commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans be called to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king. 3 The king said to them, “I have dreamt a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream.” 4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in the Syrian language, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation.” 5 The king answered the Chaldeans, “The thing has gone from me. If you don’t make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you will be cut in pieces, and your houses will be made a dunghill. 6 But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from me gifts, rewards, and great honour. Therefore show me the dream and its interpretation.” 7 They answered the second time and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation.” 8 The king answered, “I know of a certainty that you are trying to gain time, because you see the thing has gone from me. 9 But if you don’t make known to me the dream, there is but one law for you; for you have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, until the situation changes. Therefore tell me the dream, and I will know that you can show me its interpretation.” 10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on the earth who can show the king’s matter, because no king, lord, or ruler has asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or Chaldean. 11 It is a rare thing that the king requires, and there is no other who can show it before the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”




The King issues a decree that the wise men of Babylon be executed; Daniel prevents the execution by promising to interpret the King’s dream





12 Because of this, the king was angry and very furious, and commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be destroyed. 13 So the decree went out, and the wise men were to be slain. They sought Daniel and his companions to be slain. 14 Then Daniel returned answer with counsel and prudence to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon. 15 He answered Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the decree so urgent from the king?” Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. 16 Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would appoint him a time, and he would show the king the interpretation.




God reveals the meaning of the King’s dream to Daniel in a vision; he gives thanks and praises God.





17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: 18 that they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret, that Daniel and his companions would not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20 Daniel answered, “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever; for wisdom and might are his. 21 He changes the times and the seasons. He removes kings and sets up kings. He gives wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to those who have understanding. 22 He reveals the deep and secret things. He knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him. 23 I thank you and praise you, O God of my fathers, who have given me wisdom and might, and have now made known to me what we desired of you; for you have made known to us the king’s matter.”




Daniel goes before the King and tells him what the dream was about.





24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said this to him: “Don’t destroy the wise men of Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and I will show to the king the interpretation.” 25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said this to him: “I have found a man of the children of the captivity of Judah who will make known to the king the interpretation.” 26 The king answered Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered before the king, and said, “The secret which the king has demanded can’t be shown to the king by wise men, enchanters, magicians, or soothsayers; 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has made known to king Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head on your bed are these: 29 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came on your bed, what should happen hereafter; and he who reveals secrets has made known to you what will happen. 30 But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but to the intent that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your heart. 31 “You, O king, saw, and behold, a great image. This image, which was mighty, and whose brightness was excellent, stood before you; and its appearance was terrifying. 32 As for this image, its head was of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron and part of clay. 34 You saw until a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet that were of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were broken in pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors. The wind carried them away, so that no place was found for them. The stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.




Daniel’s Interpretation of the Dream





36 “This is the dream; and we will tell its interpretation before the king. 37 You, O king, are king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength, and the glory. 38 Wherever the children of men dwell, he has given the animals of the field and the birds of the sky into your hand, and has made you rule over them all. You are the head of gold. 39 “After you, another kingdom will arise that is inferior to you; and another third kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth. 40 The fourth kingdom will be strong as iron, because iron breaks in pieces and subdues all things; and as iron that crushes all these, it will break in pieces and crush. 41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay and part of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but there will be in it of the strength of the iron, because you saw the iron mixed with miry clay. 42 As the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 Whereas you saw the iron mixed with miry clay, they will mingle themselves with the seed of men; but they won’t cling to one another, even as iron does not mix with clay. 44 “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, nor will its sovereignty be left to another people; but it will break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it will stand forever. 45 Because you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will happen hereafter. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”




Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges that Daniel’s God is a Mighty God. The King promotes Daniel; showers honour and gifts upon him.





46 Then king Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an offering and sweet odours to him. 47 The king answered to Daniel, and said, “Of a truth your God is the God of gods, and the Lord of kings, and a revealler of secrets, since you have been able to reveal this secret.” 48 Then the king made Daniel great and gave him many great gifts, and made him rule over the whole province of Babylon and to be chief governor over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 Daniel requested of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon, but Daniel was in the king’s gate.


Daniel 7


Daniel’s Visions of Four Kingdoms Risen from the Ground; of the Messiah and the Messianic End Time.




The first vision; the four beasts and the Son of Man.







Daniel’s vision at night; he sees a lion, a bear, a leopard and a dreadful beast with ten horns and a little horn.





7 1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head while on his bed. Then he wrote the dream and told the sum of the matters. 2 Daniel spoke and said, “I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the sky broke out on the great sea. 3 Four great animals came up from the sea, different from one another. 4 “The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet as a man. A man’s heart was given to it. 5 “Behold, there was another animal, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth. They said this to it: ‘Arise! Devour much flesh!’ 6 “After this I saw, and behold, another, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird. The animal also had four heads; and dominion was given to it. 7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and, behold, there was a fourth animal, awesome, powerful, and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth. It devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet. It was different from all the animals that were before it. It had ten horns. 8 “I considered the horns, and behold, there came up amongst them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots; and behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking arrogantly.




One ancient in years and surrounded in light and glorious flames standing in judgement in the Heavens: The fourth beast is condemned to the flames; the three other beasts were deprived of their sovereignty; everlasting sovereignty and power are given to the Son of Man.





9 “I watched until thrones were placed, and one who was ancient of days sat. His clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool. His throne was fiery flames, and its wheels burning fire. 10 A fiery stream issued and came out from before him. Thousands of thousands ministered to him. Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The judgement was set. The books were opened. 11 “I watched at that time because of the voice of the arrogant words which the horn spoke. I watched even until the animal was slain, and its body destroyed, and it was given to be burnt with fire. 12 As for the rest of the animals, their dominion was taken away; yet their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. 13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, there came with the clouds of the sky one like a son of man, and he came even to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near before him. 14 Dominion was given him, and glory, and a kingdom that all the peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which will not pass away, and his kingdom one that will not be destroyed.




Daniel asks for an interpretation of the four World Empires; one of those standing there (an angel) tells him (in particular) about the destruction of the fourth kingdom and about the establishment of the Messianic Kingdom.





15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was grieved within my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. 16 I came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the truth concerning all this. “So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things. 17 ‘These great animals, which are four, are four kings, who will arise out of the earth. 18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’ 19 “Then I desired to know the truth concerning the fourth animal, which was different from all of them, exceedingly terrible, whose teeth were of iron, and its nails of bronze; which devoured, broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet; 20 and concerning the ten horns that were on its head and the other horn which came up, and before which three fell, even that horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke arrogantly, whose look was more stout than its fellows. 21 I saw, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them, 22 until the ancient of days came, and judgement was given to the saints of the Most High, and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 23 “So he said, ‘The fourth animal will be a fourth kingdom on earth, which will be different from all the kingdoms, and will devour the whole earth, and will tread it down and break it in pieces. 24 As for the ten horns, ten kings will arise out of this kingdom. Another will arise after them; and he will be different from the former, and he will put down three kings. 25 He will speak words against the Most High, and will wear out the saints of the Most High. He will plan to change the times and the law; and they will be given into his hand until a time and times and half a time. 26 “‘But the judgement will be set, and they will take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it to the end. 27 The kingdom and the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole sky, will be given to the people of the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions will serve and obey him.’




Daniel’s thoughts and feelings





28 “Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me greatly, and my face was changed in me; but I kept the matter in my heart.”


Daniel 9


Daniel’s Third Vision: The 70 Year-weeks.




Daniel, now very worried about one of Jeremiah’s prophecies, decides to ask God for an interpretation and offers a solemn prayer.





9 1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus (= Xerces), of the offspring of the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans – 2 in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years about which the LORD’s word came to Jeremiah the prophet for the accomplishing of the desolations of Jerusalem, even seventy years. 3 I set my face to the LORD GOD, to seek by prayer and petitions, with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.




Daniel’s prayer; a prayer of earnest supplication; he confesses his sins and asks for salvation.





4 I prayed to the LORD my God, and made confession, and said, “Oh, Lord, the great and dreadful God, who keeps covenant and loving kindness with those who love him and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned, and have dealt perversely, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even turning aside from your precepts and from your ordinances. 6 We haven’t listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7 “Lord, righteousness belongs to you, but to us confusion of face, as it is today; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, who are near and who are far off, through all the countries where you have driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against you. 8 Lord, to us belongs confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against you. 9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him. 10 We haven’t obeyed the LORD our God’s voice, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 11 Yes, all Israel have transgressed your law, turning aside, that they should not obey your voice. “Therefore the curse and the oath written in the law of Moses the servant of God has been poured out on us, for we have sinned against him. 12 He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our judges who judged us, by bringing on us a great evil; for under the whole sky, such has not been done as has been done to Jerusalem. 13 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil has come on us. Yet we have not entreated the favour of the LORD our God that we should turn from our iniquities and have discernment in your truth. 14 Therefore the LORD has watched over the evil, and brought it on us; for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he does, and we have not obeyed his voice. 15 “Now, Lord our God, who has brought your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have gotten yourself renown, as it is today, we have sinned. We have done wickedly. 16 Lord, according to all your righteousness, please let your anger and your wrath be turned away from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain; because for our sins and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have become a reproach to all who are around us. 17 “Now therefore, our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his petitions, and cause your face to shine on your sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake. 18 My God, turn your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called by your name; for we do not present our petitions before you for our righteousness, but for your great mercies’ sake. 19 Lord, hear. Lord, forgive. Lord, listen and do. Don’t defer, for your own sake, my God, because your city and your people are called by your name.”




Daniel is enlightened by Gabriel, who tells him of the “weeks” (of years) mentioned in Jeremiah 20 While I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God -- 21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer – the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening offering. 22 He instructed me and talked with me, and said, “Daniel, I have now come to give you wisdom and understanding. 23 At the beginning of your petitions the commandment went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved. Therefore consider the matter and understand the vision. 24 “Seventy weeks are decreed on your people and on your holy city, to finish disobedience, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy. 25 “Know therefore and discern that from the going out of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem to the Anointed One, the prince, will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. It will be built again, with street and moat, even in troubled times. 26 After the sixty-two weeks the Anointed One will be cut off, and will have nothing. The people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. His end will be in a flood, and war will be even to the end; desolations are determined. 27 He will make a firm covenant with many for one week. In the middle of the week he will cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease. On the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate; and even to the decreed full end, wrath will be poured out on the desolate.”





Revelation 12 and 13


The Driving Forces during the Time of Great Enmity towards Christians. JESUS CHRIST and the Faithful. Satan and His Accomplices




Satan’s enmity towards God’s people and His Anointed One; Satan’s fall from Heaven and his last rage against the Church of God on Earth.


The woman with the sun and the dragon. The woman and her new-born child are saved from the dragon’s wrath





12 1 A great sign was seen in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was with child. She cried out in pain, labouring to give birth. 3 Another sign was seen in heaven. Behold, a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven crowns. 4 His tail drew one third of the stars of the sky, and threw them to the earth. The dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. Her child was caught up to God and to his throne. 6 The woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that there they may nourish her one thousand and two hundred and sixty days.




War breaks out in Heaven; Michael and his angels defeat the dragon; the dragon falls to the Earth. A voice proclaims that the hour of the Kingdom of God and His CHRIST has come





7 There was war in the sky. Michael and his angels made war on the dragon. The dragon and his angels made war. 8 They didn’t prevail. No place was found for them any more in heaven. 9 The great dragon was thrown down, the old serpent, he who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world. He was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10 I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, the power, and the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his CHRIST has come; for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night. 11 They overcame him because of the Lamb’s blood, and because of the word of their testimony. They didn’t love their life, even to death. 12 Therefore rejoice, heavens, and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and to the sea, because the devil has gone down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has but a short time.”




The dragon pursues the woman and her child, but fails to catch them.





13 When the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14 Two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, so that she might be nourished for a time, times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 15 The serpent spewed water out of his mouth after the woman like a river, that he might cause her to be carried away by the stream. 16 The earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the river which the dragon spewed out of his mouth. 17 The dragon grew angry with the woman, and went away to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep God’s commandments and hold JESUS’ testimony.
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