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Preface


Josephus Andreas Fodor was the eldest of three brothers from a Dutch musical family and arguably the most prolific composer of the three with a tentative 127 violin duets, 42 quartets, and 19 concertos to his credit along with a small collection of works for different instruments. Carel Antoni, his youngest brother’s output rivals this with three symphonies, eight fortepiano concertos, an opera and a large number of chamber pieces. Carel Emanuelii, the second brother less so but his relatively early death compared to his two siblings may account for just one symphony, and a number of concertos and sonatas for keyboard. After his studies with Benda in Berlin, it seems likely that Josephus travelled with Carel Emanuel to Paris in 1780. There they would have met Joseph Legros, the director of the Concert Spirituel and it was in the Salle des Cent Suisses at the Tuileries Palace that Josephus was to give his Paris debut, the concert that was to launch his international career. Carel Emanuel also found a position with Legros as a performer and both brothers augmented their income with teaching though it is not certain that Josephus ever appeared in the Concert Spirituel after his debut performance. Josephus taught in Paris from 1787 but with the onset of the French Revolution and the closure of the Concert Spirituel in May 1790 both brothers must have had the feeling it was time to move on. We do not know what became of Carel Emanuel but Josephus immigrated to St. Petersburg in 1792 where he occupied a position in the Imperial Chapel and where he spent the remaining thirty-six years of his life.
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