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KLICK! SAID MY GERMAN CAMERA










[image: ]



CAN Y◎U SEE ME?


I've never been a real photographer or photo nerd, but I love taking pictures since my teens. Again and again.


“Dark, blurry, grainy – and why this sad black and white ...?” Everyone paints, sees and remembers things differently, and life is colorful enough as it is. I'm glad I've collected these little low-fi visual samples over the last few decades. Some of them are about sadness, showing people who have gone. But all are about the love of music, of sound, of art.


My longtime job was to talk to musicians, portray them and their work through language, through the printed word. Jazz, Rock and Blues musicians, mostly guitarists or bassists, some singers, pianists, drummers also, one saxophone player and some producers. When I asked them at the end of an interview if I could quickly take a few photos, 19 out of 20 of these people said, “Sure, go ahead!”


Unfortunately, I didn't always have my camera with me, or the situation wasn't right, so that many more impressions from interviews remain only as memories – and there are a lot of them. Memories of sometimes great encounters, usually lasting only 30 to 60 minutes, but occasionally half a studio day or longer. When things got personal and/or the artist's family was sitting in the garden or around the barbecue, my job was done for that day. When interviews were absolutely fascinating or moving and we were racing against the record company's schedule, there was definitely no time for photographing. Or we just forgot about it.


But even missed opportunities can be wonderful memories.


The following more than 200 pages document the opportunities taken. You will meet some great musicians, maybe even some of your idols: Blues legends like Albert Collins, B.B. King, Billy Gibbons of ZZ Top, Brian May of Queen, Carlos Santana, Joanna Connor, Eddie Van Halen, Cream bassist Jack Bruce, Genesis' guitarist Steve Hackett, Jazz icons like Allan Holdsworth, James Blood Ulmer, John Scofield, Mick Goodrick, Pat Martino and George Benson, Jennifer Batten, Hole & Smashing Pumpkins bassist Melissa Auf der Maur, the legendary Cool Jazz saxophonist Lee Konitz, Lemmy Kilmister from Motörhead, Steve Lukather and Michael Landau, Robbie Robertson from The Band, King Crimson's Robert Fripp, Ella Zirina, Uli Jon Roth, Zakk Wylde, Mary Halvorson, Robin Trower, Rory Gallagher, Jeff Beck ...


Blues, Jazz, Rock, Alternative and also some Avantgarde artists – all creative people from the last decades. You find detailed photo credits from page 240 onwards. There are also some lesser-known, young artists among, whose wonderful music is yet to be discovered. Go for it!
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