

[image: cover]






“On the TITANIC, even a dog had a better chance of survival than a third-class passenger!”










THE AUTHOR
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Author Norbert Zimmermann, born in 1970, has been researching the history of TITANIC for almost four decades and is considered one of Germany's leading TITANIC experts. He has been a welcome guest speaker at TITANIC conventions abroad. He is also the historical advisor for the TITANIC musical at Theater Osnabrück and the European coordinator of the British Titanic Society (BTS).










INTRODUCTION 


The tragic sinking of the RMS TITANIC on her maiden voyage has lost none of its fascination to this day. The stories of the passengers of the legendary luxury liner are both moving and sad. But even 110 years after the sinking, more is known about the famous first-class passengers, such as John Jacob Astor, Mr. and Mrs. Straus and Benjamin Guggenheim, than about the third-class passengers, the so-called “steerage”.


At that time, the general public was more interested in the VIP passengers than in the many nameless third-class passengers. And so many tragic fates tend to remain unknown. This can also be seen from the fact that only a few third-class passengers, such as Daniel Buckley, were questioned by the two committees of inquiry following the terrible tragedy. After the disaster, the newspapers of the time also focused more on the alleged heroic deeds of the prominent passengers (although many of these so-called “heroic deeds” were invented by the press) than on the fate of the poor third-class passengers. With 708 passengers, third class was the largest group on board after the crew (891 passengers). And only 180 of them survived the sinking. Many extended families who travelled in third class went down with the TITANIC.


In this book, I would like to bring some of the fates of the third-class passengers back into our memories, because they are also worth telling for future generations.


For example, the incredibly sad story of the “Addergoole 14”, which until a few years ago was as good as forgotten even in its home village, or the fate of the “Longford Girls” and many more.


I hope I can help to preserve the legacy of these people with this book.


Norbert Zimmermann


March 2025










FOREWORD BY COMMODORE RONALD WARWICK


In 1912, the ill-fated TITANIC called at Cobh on her maiden voyage. Amongst those joining the liner were fourteen passengers from Addergoole who had decided to leave their families, relatives and friends in search of a better life in the distant land of America.


This group of passengers from County Mayo, have become known as the “Addergoole 14” and this book sets out to tell us more about them as individuals, their reasons for leaving home and their hopes for the future.


Undoubtebly, there would have been some tears shed as they departed from their homeland but any sadness would have soon given way to thoughts of life ahead and the excitement of being on board the newest and most modern steamer afloat.


As we all know, the lives of so many ended abruptly in the freezing waters of the North Atlantic but three of this Irish group survived. They survived to tell stories of the sinking, like many others of which are told in this book.


Frequently it takes a disaster with the loss of life to improve conditions for those left behind. Most certainly this was the case for all those aboard TITANIC - passengers and seafarers alike. As sad as it was, those who died did not do so in vain.


The tragedy made lifes safer for those travelling by sea. More safety regulations were introduced which included the provision of adequate lifeboat capacity for all on board and the International Ice Patrol was established.


The British Titanic Society serves to perpetuate the memory of those that were lost and I congratulate member Norbert Zimmermann for this written memorial to them.


Commodore R W Warwick OBE


President - British Titanic Society
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THE THIRD CLASS OF THE TITANIC


Like many other ships of the time, the TITANIC was a ship designed to transport as many emigrants as possible.


A few years earlier, the third class on ships, also known as steerage, was little more than a cargo hold in which the poor emigrants were packed. It was more like a cattle transport.


The fact that epidemics and diseases spread was of course no coincidence.


The White Star Line decided to change this and take a different approach.


By also providing a minimum level of comfort for third class, they managed to build up a very good reputation in emigrant circles, so that many emigrants preferred the ships of the White Star Line. And in times of large waves of emigrants from Europe, this was a very profitable business.


And so, the company began to gradually improve the facilities, accommodation and catering in third class.


Of course, the furnishings were rather spartan compared to first and second class, but compared to other shipping companies, third class on the TITANIC (or the OLYMPIC) was downright luxurious and probably comparable to second class on many other competitor`s ships, which were also only slowly coming round to the idea of adapting third class to more modern requirements.


On the Olympic class ships (OLYMPIC, TITANIC and later BRITANNIC), the third class had its own lounge equipped with benches, tables and chairs and a piano for communal song evenings.


The walls were clad in pine wood with enamel decorations and the furniture was made of teak.


Third class also had a smoking room (not as grand as in first and second class, of course), which was furnished with oak paneling and teak furniture.


The dining room was rather plainly furnished, although the chairs were a better alternative than the usual bolt-on benches.


The hall was 30.5 meters long and took up the entire width of the ship, offering space for 470 passengers.


The fact that they were served several substantial meals a day was completely unusual for third-class passengers.


There was a very extensive breakfast, a multi-course lunch menu (starter soup, usually a vegetable soup), a main course (consisting of potatoes, vegetables and meat, followed by fruit), a kind of small tea time (simple pastries with a choice of tea, hot milk or hot cocoa) and a sumptuous evening meal for third class passengers with a final hot milk or hot cocoa.


Further evidence of the extremely good cuisine and catering is the fact that a piece of meat was served on board "every day". Surviving stewards later reported that some third-class passengers wanted to get up after the first course of soup because they thought that was already the main meal and had to be informed that the main meal would be served after the soup.


Due to the limited capacity of the dining room, there were two meal sessions in a row, half an hour apart.


The White Star Line also came up with a very good marketing idea: Each menu card could also be used as a postcard on the reverse so that emigrants, who wanted to catch up with their families who had stayed at home as soon as possible, could send these cards as proof of the opulent meals on board.


The message's aim was clear: if the meals were so good and opulent in third class, then the remaining family should also emigrate on a White Star Line steamer if possible.


Most of the cabins in third class had four or six beds. The unmarried men and women were accommodated separately on opposite sides of the ship.


In many families, fathers were only accommodated with their sons and mothers only with their daughters.
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In conclusion, it should be noted that the third-class facilities and catering on the TITANIC were exceptionally good for a ship of that time.










BARRIER IN THE MIND     


When the terrible sinking of the TITANIC was made public, the world was absolutely shocked. After all, the TITANIC had been considered the safest ship in the world and was "unsinkable". And then it sank on its maiden voyage with 2208 people on board.


The first reports of the disaster were very unclear. The “New York Times “was the first newspaper that announced that the TITANIC had sunk. And that was before this announcement was officially confirmed by the White Star Line. Based on the facts available to them, the editors of the “New York Times” were absolutely correct in concluding that the abrupt interruption of radio communication with the TITANIC at 2:17 a.m. shipboard time allowed only one conclusion to be reached: The TITANIC had sunk!


When the report was confirmed, the newspapers went into overdrive, outbidding each other with speculation about what might have happened. They only had the radio communications between the sinking TITANIC and other ships and the most fantastic stories were created from this information. Basically, nothing was known, but the newspaper readers wanted to hear stories. And the prominent passengers on board were important. What about the Astors? Or Benjamin Guggenheim? Or the many other VIPs on board the ship?


The captain of the CARPATHIA, Arthur Henry Rostron, had only released the most necessary information to the public - that the TITANIC had sunk and that the CARPATHIA would come to New York with the survivors. Even a request from the American President William Howard Taft, who inquired about his friend and military advisor Major Archibald Butt, remained unanswered.
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Due to a lack of information, many newspapers began to invent their own stories about the tragic sinking of the luxury liner.


True heroic deeds by the prominent passengers of the luxury liner. Many of these stories have survived until today.


When the CARPATHIA finally arrived in New York in the evening hours of April 18, 1912 with only 712 survivors of the TITANIC, the press was very creative. Some newspapers had chartered boats that sailed up to the CARPATHIA as the "American Press Boat" and called over financial offers to the TITANIC survivors so that they would be available for interviews.
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But hardly anyone was interested in one group of passengers: the third-class passengers!


It is undisputed and can be proven by the bare figures that the third-class passengers of the TITANIC from the so-called „steerage" suffered by far the most deaths after the crew.


But what was the reason for this? Why were there so many victims in third class? There are many reasons.


The scenes from James Cameron's 1997 blockbuster "TITANIC", in which third-class passengers are explicitly shown standing in front of locked and heavily guarded gates in narrow staircases and are not allowed to go upstairs, while the crew members ask them to please remain calm, are deeply engraved in our collective memory.


There is only one catch to these scenes: the TITANIC's construction plans do not show such barriers, which could have blocked the third-class passengers' escape route up to the boat deck.


The construction plans only show barriers in the bow area near the mail rooms and in the stern area near the crew and storage rooms.


However, according to survivors from third class, there were indeed some barriers where passengers from steerage were held back by the crew.


An example of this is the story of the young, 17-year-old Irish girl Kate Gilnagh (see also chapter: "The Longford Girls"). On her way to the boat deck, she and her three friends stood in front of a locked iron gate and tried to persuade a sailor to open it. But the sailor stubbornly refused, until Kate Gilnagh's compatriot Jim Farrell got fed up and shouted at the sailor in a powerful voice:


"For heaven's sake! Open the gate and let these girls through."


The resolute and harsh tone broke the seaman's resistance, so that he finally opened the gate and let the four girls through.


Daniel Buckley also reported to the American committee of inquiry that the third-class passengers were held back by barriers and parts of the crew:


Daniel Buckley:


“Yes; they did. There was one steerage passenger there, and he was getting up the steps, and just as he was going in a little gate a fellow came along and chucked him down; threw him down into the steerage place. This fellow got excited, and he ran after him, and he could not find him. He got up over the little gate. He did not find him.”


Senator Smith:


„What gate do you mean?"


Daniel Buckley:


“A little gate just at the top of the stairs going up into the first-class deck.”


Senator Smith:


“There was a gate between the steerage and the first-class deck?”


Daniel Buckley:


“Yes. The first-class deck was higher up than the steerage deck, and there were some steps leading up to it; 9 or 10 steps, and a gate just at the top of the steps.”


Senator Smith:


"Was the gate locked?"


Daniel Buckley:


“It was not locked at the time we made the attempt to get up there, but the sailor, or whoever he was, locked it. So that this fellow that went up after him broke the lock on it, and he went after the fellow that threw him down. He said if he could get hold of him he would throw him into the ocean.”1


If you read through this statement, Buckley does not seem to be describing a grille inside the ship, but rather a small gate on the forward well deck of the ship from which you could access the first-class deck.


However, there were a number of barriers or gates in third class, but not to confine passengers.


There was a gate at the front of third class where the stairs led up to the open third-class room on the starboard side, but this would not have locked anyone in as there was a corridor aft from this room and this gate was only used on the port side.


Another door was located far aft beyond Scotland Road at the entrance to third class.


There may also have been two on Scotland Road in third class, but these only closed where the stairs descended into the third-class dining room and may only have been used when the dining room was not in use and was being prepared for the next session to prevent passengers walking in.


When all the facts are put together, it cannot be completely ruled out that third-class passengers were restrained by crew members or at gate bars. Even if there were no explicit gates holding back third-class passengers in the TITANIC's construction plans.


Another, much more serious problem that led to the exorbitantly high number of victims is undoubtedly the construction of the ship and also the language problem of a large number of the passengers in steerage.


A fairly large number of people on steerage, often with their children or even babies in tow, came from all over the world and very few spoke English. As a result, the crew's instructions and the signs in English were often not understood.


The strict separation of classes on board the ship, due to American immigration laws, also made it almost impossible for third-class passengers to get to the boat deck quickly.


Some of the families were located in different areas of the ship and it simply took far too long for them to be reunited and make their way to the potentially rescuing boat deck together. By the time they got there, most of the boats had already been launched and the chance of rescue was gone.


Some of the surviving officers later reported how horrified and stunned they were when, shortly before the TITANIC sank, a huge crowd of third-class passengers suddenly came out of the stairwells and onto the boat deck. They had actually assumed that they had gotten most of the passengers into the boats. But that had not been the case.


And probably the biggest problem was the barrier in people's minds, who simply didn't dare to take the initiative and try to save themselves because of their status in society. They waited for instructions, as they were used to doing, and simply did not dare to break out of this habitual pattern.


Some third-class survivors later reported how large groups of passengers prayed the rosary together and waited for help from above instead of trying to save themselves.


Some of the third-class passengers, when the hopelessness of their situation became obvious to them, went back to their cabins to wait for the end and go down with the ship.


It also seems to be the case that, as the late German author Wolf Schneider once put it in a TITANIC documentary: "Nobody was interested in the third-class passengers!"


There is only talk of a steward who was sent to third class by Captain Smith to take them upstairs. One group seemed to have made it, but when this steward went down again to bring another group up, he didn't seem to have made it in time, because he was never seen again!


So, it is not surprising that so few third-class passengers survived the sinking of the TITANIC.


Another highly controversial point is whether the officer’s used guns against passengers and whether there were any fatalities.


It is known that Fifth Officer Harold Lowe fired several warning shots along the side of the ship. However, it has been vehemently denied that passengers were also shot.


However, there are numerous statements that challenge this belief. Here is a small selection from which you can see that third-class passengers were also very badly affected:


"You get very serious when you've experienced something so terrible... I feel as if I can still hear the cries for help today. And some were shot while trying to board the boats.”


(Karl Albert Midtsjo, April 19, 1912)


„On the side where I was carried, some wild-looking men were trying to rush into the boats, and the officers and crew fired at them. Some of the men fell. Others were beaten back by the officers who used their pistols on them."


(Miss Margaret Mannion, Chicago American, Tuesday, April 23, 1912)


"Just then I saw another boat nearby being loaded preparatory to going in the water. It was nearly full of women when I saw a man try to get in. The sailors held him back but he managed to break thru them and jumped into the boat. When he stood up a sailor pulled out a revolver and shot him. The man`s body tumbled over the side of the boat and that was the last I saw of him. “


OEBPS/images/6_3.jpg





OEBPS/nav.xhtml




		Epigraph



		Table of Contents



		The author



		INTRODUCTION



		FOREWORD BY COMMODORE RONALD WARWICK



		THE THIRD CLASS OF THE TITANIC



		BARRIER IN THE MIND



		LEO ZIMMERMANN - THE FARMER FROM THE BLACK FOREST



		THE ADDERGOOLE 14



		AUGUST WENNERSTRÖM- THE POLITICALLY PERSECUTED MAN FROM SWEDEN



		THE LONGFORD-GIRLS



		THE DRAMA OF THE ASPLUND FAMILY



		THE STORY OF FRANKIE GOLDSMITH



		THE DRAMATIC RESCUE OF OLAUS ABELSETH



		THE ADVENTUROUS JOURNEY OF TWO SIBLINGS ON BOARD THE TITANIC



		THE SAD STORY OF ROSA ABBOTT



		THE TRAGIC FATE OF THE SKOOG FAMILY



		THE HAPPY RESCUE OF THE COUTTS FAMILY



		THANKS



		RECOMMEND LITERATURE ON THE TOPIC



		TITANIC SOCIETIES AND WEBSITES



		Further information



		Copyright









Page List





		3



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		4











OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/16_1.jpg





OEBPS/images/17_1.jpg
et @lye New York Tines.

VOL X o msr * T NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, APRIL If, 1912—TWENTYXOUR PAGES.

ONE OENT s 37

ONLY 400 TITANIC SURVIVORS NAMED BY CARPATHIA;
WIRELESS SEARCH OF THE SEAS FOR FURTHER NEWS

Carpalhla Not Expected
| Until Thursday Night
with Survivors.

President Taft Early|
Wired for News of
Major Butt.

VINGENT  ASTOR'  GRIEF | 14

Son of John Jacob Offers &
Fortune for Word cf
His Father.

| Vain Attempts Al Day to Reach
I Her for Detals of the
Disaster,

WIDENER WORRIES 0VER SO0 TG oFiGERS AB0ARD

Four of Them Picked Up from
| Boats wilh Second Mareant
i | Operator.

Mrs, B. Guggenheim Blames
Company for Shartage
of Lifeboats.

MRS.CORNELLPROBABLYSAFE

But Magistrate Was First Told
Hor Name Was Not in
List o Saved.

'NORESCUES BY ALLAN LINERS

T Lady Duff Goraen _ Gatitiay.
. Some Who Were Saved when the Titanic Went Down






OEBPS/images/14_1.jpg





OEBPS/images/10_1.jpg





