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"She was a beautiful ship. She looked stunning and that's how we should remember her."


Eva Hart, TITANIC survivor
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Prologue


Since the first edition of this book was published in Germany, 8 years have passed since then, and a lot has happened regarding TITANIC research as well as the controversy surrounding artifacts recovered from the world-famous luxury liner. A controversy that has been smoldering since the official discovery of the wreck in 1985.


So, I decided to write a second, updated edition of my chapter entitled "The Second Sinking of the TITANIC" to bring my readers up to date. I paid special attention to updating the chapter " The Dispute about the Wreck of the Titanic as well, bringing it up to date.


I also decided to publish this book in English since it was previously available only in German.


I am very curious about the reactions to this book, and also curious because I am very critical of the salvage company, which has already been 're-flagged' so many times that it is difficult to keep track of who is in command.


After my first edition made its debut appearance in Germany it did not take long until the first of many disturbing fires were lit against me. I considered for a long time whether I should make it public, but at that time I had an online expenditure with the "Huffington Post" doing an advertisement for this book. No sooner had I published the article than the editorial staff of the "Huffington Post" received an anonymous call denigrating me and my book in the worst possible ways. The negative talk went so far that my article was taken offline. Only after I called the editorial office and had a long conversation with the editor-in-chief was the article republished. It seems that I had struck a nerve in some folks with this book and I was to be silenced!


The reason for this backlash was, largely, due to my inclusion of the 'open letter from Paul-Henri Nargeolet to Dr. Robert Ballard', which is thematized by me in this version of the book. I had to learn, much to my horror, that this 'open letter' is not well known anymore even in 'expert' circles within much of the Titanic Community. It was largely due to this revelation that I was moved to write this new edition of my book. I have kept some chapters as they were written by me in the original version of 2014, while I have taken into account the latest developments in other chapters. I hope that this updated book will again captivate my readers and make them think.


Norbert Zimmermann





Introduction


The story of the TITANIC has been occupying people's minds for over 100 years now and has never left many of them.


The tragic sinking of the luxury liner on a moonless night on 15th April 1912 has lost none of its sad fascination to this day. More than 1,500 people lost their lives on that terrible night, and as was known then as it is today: it was absolutely avoidable!


After the tragedy, the wreck of the luxury liner disappeared from sight for over 73 years. It lies at a depth of 3800 meters and the technology to penetrate to such a depth was not available for a long time. Only since the wreck was discovered has it been possible to really answer some questions about how the sinking happened.


The expeditions to the wreck brought to light some very important findings, such as the breaking apart of the ship during the sinking and some more. But it also became clear very quickly that there was still a lot of money to be made with the TITANIC and this is where the "Second Sinking of the TITANIC" begins.


Many of the salvaged artifacts and memorabilia, such as personal letters of the passengers, were sold in auctions to the highest bidders. In this way, many wonderful things from aboard the TITANIC passed into private ownership without humanity having the opportunity to share in them.


Such things belong in museums and not in private hands!


A particularly sad case in point is the discovery of the perfume samples of the German-born passenger Adolphe Saalfeld. In his cabin he had left a leather case with 65 essence oils in small glass tubes, which he needed for his new perfume collection. Many decades later, these glass tubes were recovered from the seabed by the salvage company of the TITANIC and reissued as a new perfume, without, however, giving the descendants of Adolphe Saalfeld a single cent of the proceeds of the perfume.


So much for the promise once made by the salvage company to return all artifacts that can be clearly identified with a person to the relatives...


This book describes how the "Second Sinking of the TITANIC" took place and is still going on.


For all those who care about the history of the TITANIC, one can only hope that the wrangling over the wreck and her salvage rights will eventually come to an end and that there will be a reasonable solution to the problem.


But alone, I do not believe so!





The Posse around Robert Ballard, or Who Found the Wreck?


So much has been reported and written about the sinking of the TITANIC in the 100 years since her tragic end in the icy North Atlantic. So much has been reported and written about the sinking of the TITANIC that the impression has been created that everything on this subject has already been said. But this is not the case...


For example, the so-called "Discovery of the wreck of the TITANIC" by Robert Ballard and Jean Louis Michel, whose participation in the expedition is often dropped under the table; most laymen only know the name Ballard. Nobody really knows Michel, who had the same share in the "discovery" of the wreck (this is very controversial in TITANIC circles).


In historiography, Sunday, 1st September 1985 is the day on which Dr. Robert Ballard (and Jean Louis Michel) discovered the wreck of the TITANIC at a depth of 3800 meters. Since then, Ballard has been celebrated as the "Discoverer of the wreck of the TITANIC."




Side note: Even the video footage of the "discovery" of the TITANIC is not real. Since Robert Ballard was asleep in his cabin when the wreck was "found," it was decided without further ado to recreate the discovery of the TITANIC wreck for posterity, this time with Robert Ballard. So, the famous chants of the crew of the research ship: "A boiler, this is a boiler!" with a celebrating Robert Ballard are just an illusion for posterity. So much for authenticity...





But were they really the first to find the wreck of the TITANIC back then?


There was a major earthquake in the TITANIC world in 2005 when Paul-Henri Nargeolet, who was co-leader of five expeditions to the wreck of the TITANIC, dropped the bombshell in an open letter to Ballard:


The wreck of the TITANIC was not discovered by Ballard, but eight years earlier by the British Navy!


HMS Hecate, a hydrographic ship of the British Royal Navy, was mapping the "paths of nuclear submarines" in the North Atlantic and discovered a "large shipwreck in two parts."


The big problem with the finding of the wreck of the TITANIC by HMS Hecate, however, is that it was supposed to have been a top-secret mission, and therefore, it was not allowed to become known that the British were in the area at all. So, the discovery of the wreck probably remained "top secret"!




To make one thing clear: Of course, Ballard and Michel tracked down the TITANIC on Sunday, 1 September 1985, and were the first to take pictures of the wreck for posterity, but whether they were really the first to find the wreck, or parts of the wreck, is still very controversial.
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But why is it that since 1985, it has been firmly asserted that Robert Ballard "found" the wreck and any attempt to claim otherwise is almost treated as blasphemy?


The truth is as simple as it is banal: There is a lot of money at stake in this matter, because if the truth about some aspects of the wreck finding were to become public, many would have to dress very warmly.


And what happens when someone swims against the tide, a certain Jack Grimm had to experience first-hand.




For a better understanding: In 1981, during the second of his three expeditions financed by himself to search for the wreck of the TITANIC, the eccentric Texan oil millionaire Jack Grimm (also called Cadillac Jack by his friends) found a propeller blade of the luxury liner that broke off when the ship collided with the iceberg. But to this day, it is strictly denied that he really found it...





The TITANIC historian Andreas Pfeffer has primarily examined the testimony of the Second Officer Charles Herbert Lightoller before the British Board of Inquiry and has come to a remarkable conclusion that has been consistently ignored by experts:


According to Charles Herbert Lightoller's testimony, the TITANIC lost a propeller blade in the collision with the iceberg, and this said propeller blade was found by Jack Grimm during his expedition in 1981!


Before the committee, Lightoller responded to Chairman Lord Mersey's question on 20th May 1912, as to whether he had felt the collision of the ship with the iceberg:


“It is best described as a jar and a grinding sound. There was a slight jar followed by this grinding sound. It struck me we had struck something, and then thinking it over, it was a feeling as if she may have hit something with her propellers. And on second thought, I thought perhaps she had struck some obstruction with her propeller and stripped the blades off. There was a slight jar followed by the grinding - a slight bumping.”


Lord Mersey reeled in astonishment here and asked him:


“I understand you to say you thought it was the propellers?”


Lightoller's answer to this question was short and concise, but unequivocal: "Yes."


When Lord Mersey asked Lightoller if he knew where this noise came from, he replied:


“No, my Lord. Naturally I thought it was from forward.”


"But you suspected the ship was losing a propeller blade? What did you do after you heard the noise?" Mersey continued.


"I went to see what was going on."


As the questioning continued, Officer Lightoller then became more specific. He stated that he overheard a conversation between the captain and one of the officers about the lost blade.


Lord Mersey then asked which propeller Lightoller thought had been affected.


"The starboard propeller, sir."


Mersey followed up and asked how Lightoller had noticed it. Lightoller replied to the presiding judge that the ship had subsequently "run out of round."


"Do you have any experience in this? I mean, has this ever happened to you so far in your career?"


“Yes sir. I have experienced this twice in my career on other ships, so I know how it feels. The propeller then runs out of round."


This is remarkable because a propeller blade is missing from the wreck of the TITANIC. As more and more questions arose as to why a propeller blade seemed to have gone missing there, more and more different explanations were given by the salvage company RMS Titanic Inc.


First, it was completely denied that the propeller blade was missing. It was claimed that it was buried in the mud and was therefore no longer visible.


In 1991, another expedition to the wreck of the TITANIC took place for the IMAX film "TITANICA." In this phenomenal film with breathtakingly clear shots, the propellers at the stern of the ship were seen for the first time. And look: It was clearly visible that a propeller blade was missing on the starboard side...


What to do now? The salvage company then claimed that this propeller blade broke off at the moment when the stern hit the seabed with full force before it finally came to rest.


However, this "explanation" is not valid insofar as the blades on the port side hit the seabed in the same way. But there, of course, no propeller blade is missing...


You can twist and turn it however you want, but one thing seems to be quite certain: The TITANIC lost a propeller blade in the collision with the iceberg!


The latest version of the story is that Jack Grimm found a propeller blade, but it was too small to be from the TITANIC. It's really interesting what else is claimed to cover up the truth...


All this charade just to avoid confirming that Jack Grimm found the propeller blade?


It looks like it, because in case this became fact, Grimm would have been the rightful discoverer of the TITANIC since he found parts of the ship, and RMS Titanic, Inc., would have no rights to the wreck of the TITANIC. If you then take a look at the original video footage of Grimm's expedition, you can't help thinking that he actually found the propeller blade. A "washed rock," as it is repeatedly claimed, does not seem to be visible there. Rather, it is indeed a propeller blade!
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