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I dedicate this book to my mother Elisa, whose only wish was to make you discover her favorite tale.
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Years ago the queen of a faraway land called Gotland gave birth to a lovely little girl she called Alwilda.


This longed-for child’s arrival delighted her parents; they had waited so long for descendants that they had given up the idea of hearing a child's laughter within the walls of the palace.


But, on a magnificent starry night, the miracle happened, and the most precious dream they had buried deep in their heart was eventually fulfilled.


All the king's servants were overjoyed when they learnt about the birth of the young princess. A happy and adventurous life was predicted to her by oracles, and that she would be loved and respected all her life long.


— Her name will be known by everyone! She will embody justice, and not only will she be beautiful, but she will have so good a heart that she will never let the people around her suffer. Majesty, never keep the princess from doing what she wants, otherwise you may lose her.


Hearing these predictions, the king had no doubt that his child would have a wonderful fate, and that if heavens had decided so, it was his duty to guide her the best he could, as a father and a monarch.


On hearing about the birth of the young princess, all the villagers rushed to the gates of the palace, cheering their sovereigns and wishing their descendants a long and happy life. As the king was thanking his people, a nurse came, holding the child to him so that he could present the baby to the crowd. He did so, with such pride!
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— She is the jewel of my life, and the light that illuminates my days.


That's why I have decided that today would be a day of celebration: there will be music, food and drinks for everyone. I don't know what the future will be like, or if Alwilda will be my only child. But if it ever happens, I want you to listen to the oath I will make to my cousin the King of Sarema : when my daughter is eighteen, she will marry his son, young Prince Thorvald, who will hence become the heir of both kingdoms, that of Gotland and that of Sarema.


*


Days and years went by. As she was their only child, the king and the queen kept the young princess away from the outside world, fearing some misfortune to happen to her, or that a malicious person would suddenly try and kidnap her.


No child could approach her; only her nurse and her tutors could talk to her, and ten years passed. The princess was surrounded by her parents’ love, but a prisoner in the most magnificent palace the earth had ever built.


Young Alwilda only dreamt of adventures, she wanted to discover the wonders beyond those walls. She begged her father, over and over, to let her go out of the palace, in vain.


One day, the captain of the Royal Guard surprised the young princess trying to escape. He was a rather heavy build man who, though he looked rough, was good-hearted.


— Where are you going, young princess?


— I’m going to visit the outside world!
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— I see, but who will protect you against people who will try and harm you?


Remember they have weapons and that they are violent. Moreover, do you think you can walk a thousand miles away? Go through the forests where lots of wild animals are ready to devour you?


He noticed that his words were starting to have effects and he took the opportunity to give her the coup de grâce in those terms:


— Wherever you go, you will be recognized and taken back to your father.


So I think it would be better for you as well as for me to go back to your rooms and to forget all this.


Looking pitiful, she admitted he was right, but not to be defeated: when she has found the right means, she would try again.


Without saying anything else, she took the rope back to her room.


A week later, she went to see the captain of the guards again, all excited.


— I know what to do!


— What are you talking about, young princess?


— I know how to overcome all the problems you raised.


— Oh! Are you talking about last week conversation?
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