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Preface


This concerto for the harpsichord was composed for Maria Antonia Walpurgis of Bavaria, the widow of Friedrich Christian, the Elector of Saxony and published in Leipzig in 1777. The concerto therefore, would have been executed if not wholly conceived during Reichardt's appointment as Kappelmeister to the court of Frederick the Great, a position he had taken in his 23rd year around the end of 1775.


Maria Antonia Walpurgis of Bavaria was a noted composer in her own right remembered for two operas, Il trionfo della fedeltà and Talestri, regina delle amazoni which she penned under the pseudonym, ETPA (Ermelinda Talea Pastorella Arcadia) but she was also a gifted singer and an accomplished harpsichordist.


Reichardt meant the work to be performed by the dedicatee and so in reading the harpsichord part, we get an idea not just of his own abilities as a player / composer but of the person for whom it was written. It is not inconceivable that Reichardt had met the Electress at court, either in Berlin where Reichardt worked in the Royal Opera or in Dresden where she held her seat. Sadly, we do not know how the concerto was received by Maria Antonia and there is no record of her ever performing it.
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