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The child is from ancient times all over the world bearer of our deepest longings and highest idols. The child as a symbol reflects not the external reality, but an inner - the soul’s reality - and reflects our desires, hopes and longings, we strive for and want to do a reality. And so the child will constantly be a symbol for something new and future.


Kathrin Asper








INTRODUCTION


As grandmothers and former teachers, we believe that to educate a child is to provide them with the tools necessary to enjoy the entirety of their lives. A complete education includes helping them understand how to be an active part of their culture and society; building the curiosity that leads to wisdom; and encouraging and developing a generous spirit.


This type of education creates a space, where a child is encouraged to be imaginative, where relationships are fostered and grown, and where a safe space is created to challenge kinesthetic and sensuous perception.


It is this perspective that we share in the following pages. All grandparents can be a resource and an asset to grandchildren´s lives by framing interactions between generations.


WHAT IT IS TO BE A GRANDPARENT


Becoming a grandparent gives life a new dimension and casts a new light on childhood. A grandparent oftentimes recognizes things about children that are not as easily seen while one is busy being a parent.


Becoming a grandparent reminds us of the circle of life as we watch the growth and development of the next generation. As grandparents we share our history, values, and stories with those younger than ourselves, and we are blessed to be able to relive life through the eyes of children. Together we explore the wonders of life, as Louis Armstrong sings in


What a Wonderful World by Bob Thiele and George David Weiss /


I hear babies cry; I watch them grow


They’ll learn much more than I’ll ever know


And I think to myself: What a wonderful world


Often, we see grandparents characterized as old people, sitting and waiting for the children with oceans of time. In today’s world, this is not the case. Today’s grandparents work and stay active longer giving them a completely different lifestyle than the generations before them. They want to travel and actively work toward new goals. They seek out new experiences – creatively, culturally, and socially.


In our lifetime, marriage has also changed drastically. Many grandparents have been through divorce or the loss of a spouse and oftentimes are remarried, surrounding the grandparent with non-biological grandchildren and giving children ‘bonus’ grandparents. It is a complexity that can cause emotional and social conflicts and relationships that are difficult to navigate.


Technology can also create distance. Today’s kids communicate very differently than previous generations. They are online texting, finding answers to their questions, and playing games. This attachment to electronic devices and the language that results from it (think ‘emoji’ or ‘Minecraft’) can be bewildering to the older generation.


By sharing values, stories, and wisdom grandparents find a way to be the persons who help create a better life for their grandchildren. Grandparents are present, helping to create a positive network for the child. Grandparents are willing to fight to help a child integrate and implement all the many things they learn.


In the following pages we share the wisdom we have learned as teachers, parents, and now grandparents. On the basis of our resources, we share what we think is required to be helpful to the child’s world and how we, as grandparents, can take an active role in that world and thereby become a GRANDparent.
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Ingelise Flensborg








AUTHOR´S BACKGROUND


AND INTRODUCTION


Between the ages of nine and fourteen, I spent time in a special playground in my neighborhood, ‘Skrammellegepladsen’, the first adventure playground in the world.


Every spring we built new houses, creating rooms for kitchens and relaxing areas. Every fall the houses were torn down and the materials neatly stacked, waiting for us to rebuild the houses the following spring. During the summer, we lived in the small houses and created small gardens. We grew vegetables, herbs, and flowers. On a fireplace, we made pancakes and marshmallows. We also had workshops where we created textile prints and jewelry made from coconut shells. As part of the post-Second World War baby boom, there were many children out playing, making it easy to organize fun games.
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