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INTRODUCTION




Sumi-E was brought to Japan by Zen Priests in the 13th century and is closely linked to the philosophy of Zen Buddhism.


I have introduced Sumi-E and taught to both Danish and foreign students since 1987 in Denmark. I learned Sumi-E in Tokyo by Sumi-E master Shutei Ohta.


Sumi-E is one of the traditional arts in Japanese culture and their family takes over school and art names.


I have decided to write Sumi-E book because there are many people who are interested in trying to keep Japanese/Chinese brush with black ink and to draw a line with black and white nuance.


I hope the book will be useful to the reader. I'm also glad that I can present Sumi-E here and I could use my collection of china bone.


Finally, I thank Sten Lottrup Knudsen who has checked my English language.


Sumiko Knudsen [image: ]








1. Sumi-E 墨絵



What is Sumi-E?
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The Japanese word Sumi-e is compound of the word Sumi, which means black ink, and E means picture. Sumi-e is also a Japanese art, where the pictures paint with black ink.


Sumi-e brought to Japan by Zen-priests in the 13th century and is closely connected to the philosophy of Zen Buddhism. In Zen, truth can be expressed in a single word after hours of meditation, and similarly Sumi-e uses a few, highly expressive brush strokes.


In Japanese esthetic, people expect with 5 different color tones of ink, and pictures is painted out from these concept is simple, elegant and beautiful. People express self not with a many of thin line, but with many expressly brush stroke. People paint not light and shadow, and background, but let the figures clearly step forward. The motives are traditionally Japanese, specially plants and flowers, except birds and animal, and people. Especially popular motive is crane.



Sumi-e History 墨絵/水墨画 歴史



Sumi-e brought to Japan by Zen/priests in the 13th century and is closely connected to the philosophy of Zen/Buddhism. In Zen, truth can be expressed in a single word after hours of meditation, and similarly Sumi-e uses a few, highly expressive brush strokes. Sumi-e became popular in the Muromachi era together with the rise of Zen, which was introduced from China since Kamakura period. Sumi-e is developed in China and then introduced to Japan. There is also the reality of landscape work intended for reproduction, but mountain, trees, rocks, river and constituted the landscape elements such as “creation has been landscape” “mental landscape” in many cases. It is believed to be based on Zen Buddhism that express their own spirit within the limited black ink, and it is said to be a factor to develop Sumi-e because there are many Zen priest are Sumi-e artist In China and Japan. In paintings of this field, the various motifs drawn to painting was rather than looking at the real thing and was often more of that already taken a copy from another picture. Most skillful painters were polished by carefully replicating the picture.
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