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Soli Deo Gloria




"The more people tell you it's not possible, that it can't be done, the more you should be absolutely determined to prove them wrong. Treat the word 'impossible' as nothing more than motivation. Relish the opportunity to be an outsider, embrace that label. Being an outsider is fine, embrace the label - because it's the outsiders who change the world and will make a real and lasting difference."


President Donald J. Trump, Liberty University, May 2017


My Testimony


About 20 years ago, I started my life journey that led me to write this book. Then I was just a 13 years-old lonely schoolboy. I was born to Christian parents in 1988 whose background was in the Pentecostal movement. But I was ashamed of my Pentecostal background and afraid to expose it to my classmates. But when I was some 11, I read the shocking words of our Lord and Savior from the Gospel of Luke: “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory and the glory of the Father and the holy angels.” 1 I was still afraid of my schoolmates’ reactions if they could find out that I am a “Jesus freak”, but I was a more afraid of God, the Creator of the Universe, and the King of Kings. So, I did something really hair-raising: I bought a large 3-4 inches crucifix and hung it up on my neck and went to my school with it.
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My school photo from 1999 with this large crucifix.





As I could have already expected, my schoolmates were not very happy about it. Immediately after that, I got the nickname “Jesus”. Whenever I was around, they were jesting, “Hey, look, Jesus is here”. “Is Jesus a king?”, one was asking in a mocking tone. When there was a swimming lesson, they were joking again, “Hey, Jesus, can you teach us how to walk on water”. Yeah, funny. But it was not very funny to me, especially when they are not laughing with you but at you. So, my school years were quite a lonely and humiliating experience. But with humiliation, you learn humility, so maybe it was a valuable experience after all. This background may also explain why I got very bad school grades, why I was a truant, and why I terminated my school before High School.


By the way, at this point, it may be good to clarify that I am a Finn. The Finnish education system is not identical with the American one, but in Finnish, “lukio” corresponds to almost American High School, so I use that expression here. I got good grades only in music and visual arts. In all other school subjects, I got the lowest ones. And those included the English language which is an obligatory subject in Finland. That’s why it is nothing less than a miracle that I am writing a book in English right now. Of course, I could have not done it without the help of the Internet and such handy apps as Grammarly (no, they do not pay for me). After my difficult school years, I could not get a job, because I had some mental problems like diagnosed OCD that caused me to be late in every job I tried (I had this same problem in my school). So I ended up becoming a “welfare bum” of the Finnish welfare state. I felt that I was just a burden of our society, so I was thinking to take my own life many times. I had no friends, no social life, no girlfriend, or paid work. But maybe I got some supernatural strength from the words of that Jewish man who said:


If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.2


Another thing that kept me alive was this clear sense of calling and duty. I had been interested in Biblical eschatology since I was a little boy. But about 20 years ago I started to study this idea and theory on the biblical identity of the final Antichrist about which a few web pages and American Jewish students of the biblical eschatology, Monte Judah, and Tim Cohen, had written about in the 1990s. I bought and read Tim Cohen’s 1998 book The Antichrist and a Cup of Tea on the subject in 2008. Later, I have been in contact with Tim, and he is working on the second, expanded, and updated edition of that book right now. I recommend that you read also that book after he publishes it.


About ten years ago, in 2012, I started to write my first book on my eschatological studies in my Finnish mother tongue. I finnished… I mean finished that book that had swollen into 700 A4 pages in December 2014, and in January 2015, I published it on my new website and blog. It was too large, so I could not get it published. But I was already expecting that, so it was not a big shock to me. A well-known Finnish veteran speaker and a teacher of prophecy and Scriptures in general, Leo Meller, to whom I sent that massive manuscript, sent me a very encouraging email, so that was enough to me. I felt that I had fulfilled my whole life’s purpose or that Holy Spirit had led me to write that book for that moment. For the first time, I felt that my life had some purpose, and I was not just a burden of our society.


After that, I started to write countless blog articles and published some edited YouTube videos (by the way, I recommend checking out also my YouTube Channel that you find by my name). In January 2019, I wrote a more condensed version of that 700-page manuscript and published it as my first printed book in print-on-demand format via the same publisher as this book is published. The book that you are reading is an English version of that Finnish book. But even though the subject of every Chapter is basically the same, I have rewritten it completely. To this day, I have published in my blog and books, this one included, about 1.4 million words. In this book, you have about 150,000 words, so if all that text I have produced during the past decade were to be put between the covers, I would have written 10 as thick books as this one.


Not a bad achievement for a “welfare bum” (and during my school years it was a great challenge for me to write one to two-page essays on some subject). Besides my faith, I have got strength from many friends and readers who have encouraged me during all these years. One of my closest friends was my own big brother Mikael… yes was. On December 14, 2020, my family and I received grieving news: my dear brother had taken his own life after six months of severe depression, anxiety, and insomnia. My brother was a believer in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Yeshua Hamashiach, who conquered death on the Cross of Calvary and who has “the keys of death and of Hades.” 3 So I have firm confidence and peace in my heart that we will meet again in Heaven.


Like Apostle Paul said: “Who will bring charges against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, but rather, was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or trouble, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?... For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 4


At one point I was suicidal myself, so I can relate with those who feel bottomless despair and who have no strength left to struggle. Many prophets in the Bible felt this same desperation. Jeremiah wrote: “Cursed be the day when I was born; May the day when my mother gave birth to me not be blessed!” 5 Job wrote in his despair; “May the day on which I was to be born perish, as well as the night which said, ‘a boy is conceived... Why did I not die at birth, come out of the womb and pass away? Why were the knees there in front of me, and why the breasts, that I would nurse? For now, I would have lain down and been quiet; I would have slept then, I would have been at rest, with kings and counselors of the earth, who rebuilt ruins for themselves; or with rulers who had gold, who were filling their houses with silver... my cries pour out like water. For what I fear comes upon me, and what I dread encounters me. I am not at ease, nor am I quiet, and I am not at rest, but turmoil comes. 6


The message of Christianity is not to pretend that there would not have a lot of suffering, injustice, and evil in the world. It is rather to answer why there is so much suffering in the world, and how our God became one with His Creation, in His Son Jesus Christ, to take the death, suffering, and sin – that our sins and rebellion against God had caused – upon Himself so that He could atone for our transgressions against God, Creation, our neighbors, and ourselves. So that He could show to us His unconditional love for us as His Image, as His Children, that He created each and every one of us.


When I received news of my dear brother’s passing, initially I was mad at God. Why did He allow this to happen? After all, many had prayed for my brother’s despair in Finland and abroad. How weak and pathetic our God really is. Some ungodly pitiless people were putting even laughing emojis on my brother’s death on Facebook and commenting sarcastically on the “power of prayer”. But like Job, to whom God spoke in his despair and grieving, eventually understood that God is God in His Wisdom, Majesty and Glory even then when we do not understand Him, I did also raise my hands in the air and worshipped Him who - in the words of Natalie Grant's song Praise You In This Storm - "gives and takes away". As lyrics of this powerful song continues:


And I'll praise You in this storm


And I will lift my hands


Cause You are who You are


No matter where I am


And every tear I've cried


You hold in Your hand


You never left my side


And though my heart is torn


I will praise You in this storm


When God was hanging on the Cross of Calvary, He indeed did look very weak and pathetic to many of us. The Savior of mankind? “He cannot save [even] Himself!”, as Pharisees mocked Him. “He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe in Him. He has trusted in God; let God rescue Him now, if He takes pleasure in Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 7 I am sure that I was looking as weak and pathetic to my schoolmates when I was this bullied, lonely, and quiet schoolboy. I could not even walk on water to prove that Jesus is indeed the King of Kings. But sometimes God’s greatest power is shown in the midst of a seeming weakness and His greatest love is shown to us at the darkest hour of our life. To the end, I want to cite this beautiful prophecy I got from a brother in Christ in Summer 2020 when I was asking him to pray for my big brother:


I have prayed for your brother. I received a message from the Lord in prayer to you, “Before you were born of a mother, I chose you, called and separated you, as I called and separated Jeremiah (Jer. 1:5, Gal. 1:15). For I had already seen your humble spirit, and beforehand I saw how you tremble at My Word. I have given you the skill to put biblical prophecy into words, in a form that people can understand. It is your gift, received from Me. As I said to Jeremiah, so I say to you; You have seen well (Jer. 1:12) Soon the Antichrist is going to appear on the face of the whole world; I have revealed him to you, and I will continue to reveal great, hidden things (Jer. 33: 3). I will bless your ministry as I have blessed you so far. With these words, I want to strengthen you. You are dear to me, know it, very dear. In Me, you will live an abundant life, (John 10:10) I give you a future and hope. future (Jer. 29:11). My Spirit will help you in your writing, I will speak My thoughts unto your heart. Don’t worry about anything secular, livelihood, or anything else. But seek My Kingdom first, and all these things shall be given to you. I am your portion (Lam. 3:24). Words of the Lord are pure words; Like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, filtered seven times (Psalm 12:6).


Author Samuel Tuominen on March 2, 2022, AD.
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Below: me (on the left) and my brother Mikael in Madrid, Spain, in Summer 2018. Above: me and my two older brothers, Mikael and Kristian, in 2014.








1 Luke 9:26


2 Mark. 8:34-35


3 Revelation 1:18


4 Romans 8:33-35, 38-39


5 Jeremiah 20:14


6 Job 3:1,11-15, 24-26


7 Matthew 27:42-43




“God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong.”


1 Corinthians 1:27


The Introduction


God said to prophet Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance... for God does not see as man sees, since man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”8 I am not a prophet, but maybe God told to this Samuel as well to not look at his appearance. I mean the appearance of Charles, Prince of Wales. Let’s be honest. When we think of potential Antichrist candidates, he is not the first one who would come to our mind. He is already 73 years old; he is a despised crown prince even in his own country, and the popular conception about him is that he is either too irrelevant or too boring to fulfill any sort of prophetic role, let alone the role of the Antichrist. But this book is not based on popular conceptions. Instead, I will base my conclusions on a long tradition of fervent students of biblical eschatology since the earliest Church Fathers. I will harmonize conflicting schools of biblical eschatology and consider the views of many excellent Bible scholars from the past centuries.


If you want to speculate on the possible identity of the Man of Lawlessness, this book is not for you because I am not going to speculate on anything. There are also many Christians who think that it is not even possible to identify the prophesied Man of Lawlessness as the Rapture of Church will come before his revelation. Let’s make it clear to everyone that I am a supporter of a pretribulation rapture, but the popular claim that the Rapture of the Church should come before the revelation of the Man of Lawlessness has no biblical basis as I will demonstrate in Chapter 2 of my book. Sir Isaac Newton thought in the early 18th Century that identification of the Antichrist’s personality is “no idle speculation, nor matters of indifference but a duty of the greatest moment.”


And if there are solid biblical arguments for the possible identity of this man, then surely it is our duty as Christians to warn others – especially unbelievers – on that man who according to the Book of Revelation will lead all of those who follow him into the fires of Hell. We cannot undo the biblical prophecies. We cannot stop this man from causing global destruction. But what we can do is to warn others about him before he is able to deceive, seduce and bewitch millions. If more people would have known beforehand what kind of monsters Adolf Hitler or Joseph Stalin were to be known by the future generations, there might have been more those who had revolted against them.


But with the help of mass media (“fake news media” as President Trump correctly called the mainstream media), millions of people have been already deceived on various fronts and they are now ready to receive this final deceiver of mankind. The reaction to this topic, which I have been researching for the last 20 years, has ranged from mockery and amusement to outrage. Even among some Christians. I speak, of course, of those who have not sacrificed their time to get to know my thoughts better. But as Proverbs 18:13 says, "One who gives an answer before he hears, it is foolishness and shame to him." When I published paid Facebook ad on my Finnish book, most commentators below the ad thought I am either some kind of troll (i.e., a person who is just playing his pranks) or that I am really as nutty as it seems.


One commented: “Now the medication has failed badly. Samuel should immediately get some treatment. Because he is among us.” A problem with today’s social media is that everyone thinks that they are an expert on something, even if they would have not spent their whole life studying that topic. And especially when it comes to a little more uncommon views, they immediately jump in to present their opinions on the matter thinking that they know about it more than the person who has sacrificed his whole life to study it. But this kind of behavior is nothing less than a lack of humility and a lack of respect for their fellowmen.


And I have enough humility to acknowledge that I may be wrong, after all, with my all conclusions. Not because I would be uncertain about the validity of my arguments, but because I know that I am only a human and every human is very limited in his/her capacity to absorb information, to see all aspects and sides of any matter, and because all humans are fallible. The Greek philosopher Plato said: “I know that I know nothing”. Maybe that attitude should be in all of us. Instead, many of us think nowadays: “I know that I know everything”.


When you are like me, a person who screwed up his education and became dependent on the government's social assistance, you can't afford to think too much of yourself. That’s why my motto has been always, Soli Deo Gloria, Glory to God Alone. Apostle Paul said that the “knowledge of God’s mystery” is “Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”9 When I published my Facebook ad, some commentators were asking what my education level is. I just answered that my book is not about the merits of my academic level but about the merits of my arguments. Acts 4:13 says: “Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus. And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply.” As Paul said:


Where is the wise person? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has God not made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God, the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe… For consider your calling, brothers, and sisters, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the insignificant things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no human may boast before God.10


The topic of this book may be also foolishness in the sight of this world with its “intellectuals” and “wise men”, but God “has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong.” In 2006 I had an opportunity to study for one term in a Finnish Pentecostal background Bible school. I did not learn much there as I was keener to spend my all nights with my friends listening to ghost stories and other exciting stuff. I was just 17 years old at that time. At one moment when we were praying, a brother in Christ suddenly said to me, “check out 1 Timothy 4:12”. He said that he had a gift of Spirit to give proper Bible verses for each person. So I went to my own room, took my Bible, and opened that Bible passage. It said:


Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.


Then it continues in verses 13-15:


Until I come, give your attention to the public reading, to exhortation, and teaching. Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was granted to you through words of prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. Pay close attention to yourself and to the teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.


Now, 16 years later I am writing an English book on my eschatological studies after some very difficult time periods when it was close, I didn’t take my own life. As saying goes, “God works in mysterious ways.” May God Bless You!





8 1 Samuel 16:7


9 Colossians 2:2-3


10 1 Corinthians 1:20-21, 26-29





Reviews/Endorsements


Nobody has yet seen this manuscript except the author, so the following reviews are mainly from those Finnish readers who have read my previous works on the same subject on which this English book was based. The first one was my 700-page online book Muhammad, Kaarle Suuri, ja Antikristus (Muhammad, Charles the Great, and the Antichrist) which I published in 2015. The second one was my 354-page first printed book Joka ei ollut saapa kuninkaan arvoa - Antikristus paljastettu? that was published in 2019. The name of this English book is taken from that last one and all Chapters have the same topic, but I have rewritten completely that 2019 book from cover to cover, not just translated this previous book. The following reviews concern those two books of mine from 2015 and 2019.


I just read an excellent book. There seems to be no equivalent in the world, especially in the Finnish language. There are works on the subject in English. To me, the idea of Prince Charles as the Antichrist is completely new, but it is not so in the English-speaking world. Admittedly, the subject has not been able to gain much visibility when I had not come across it myself until some time ago. Samuel has done an in-depth study into the history and biblical prophecy, and at least I became convinced that the claim to Prince Charles as the final Antichrist is credible and, above all, the biblically substantiated. But you must read the book yourself. Certainly, not everyone will be as convinced. I argue, however, that a book leaves a strong suspicion to the reader if this could be really the case… If I were to describe the book in one word, I would say it is REVOLUTIONARY. The equivalent has not been done, and certainly will not be done. Credits for this to Samuel. – Olavi Järvinen


Interesting book. Definitely, it is worth getting the book and reading it because of the amount of information in the book. Even if you do not share the author's view of the person of the Antichrist, it is worth reading the book from the viewpoint of the prophetic study. The author justifies his view of the person of the antichrist truly validly. Descriptive for the book is that after the author has long elucidated the prophecies of Revelation mainly in relation to the Antichrist, he states at the end of Chapter 11, “But let us now leave the basics of the interpretation of prophecy and let’s go to the High School of eschatology”. In the following Chapters, the author begins to explore the visions of the book of Daniel. Probably the most interesting pages of the book begin, diving deep into the history of Western and Eastern Rome… - Jorma Ensio Nieminen


I warmly recommend the book to anyone interested in eschatology! The book is really captivating, and I was really impressed by your knowledge and dedication. I also believe that the Holy Spirit has led you in your study and writing. I have read a lot of literature related to the end times, but this was by far the most interesting and multidimensional, due to your extensive knowledge of history and a vast amount of information, not to mention the burning interest and enthusiasm you feel about it. And most importantly, of course, everything you write is guided by the Bible, and you’re careful not to go past or over it anywhere, even if the subject can easily give your imagination too much power. Frankly, I was more than skeptical — even amused — of the idea that Prince Charles could in any way be a candidate for the role of the Antichrist, but after reading the book, I am strongly inclined to the view that he is indeed the strongest candidate of the present. Your arguments are on such a solid footing, really, nothing a gut feeling type, as many speculators of the Antichrist seem to have. I found your site “by chance,” I thank the Lord that He guided me to find your site, and I will follow your upcoming updates with interest and the role of that person in the future. – Anu Nevalainen


As I said, your book is interesting, even so that I have read 600 pages in just over a week (which I have never done with ANY non-fiction or fiction product) … There are and have been many authors in eschatology, and so are as many views as possible, some very far apart. I find your book interesting in a different way, not least because you open the connection between the Book of Revelation and the books of Daniel, and historical events, at least for myself, in a new and interesting, albeit very radical way, and with exceptionally thorough explanations. Also, the fire you feel for your message is conveyed well from your book… Particularly, I find it eye-opening that the prophecies are often fulfilled in different eras, in different realms, and in different people. And you have brought it brilliantly by illustrating the history of different kingdoms and peoples and how they fit into the prophecies presented. Similarly, for example, the background information about the royal house and Prince Charles was new and shocking to me, and I said that I fully understand why he is so strongly at the center of your book. In the light of all that background information, there are HUGE open questions and a lot of evil in the history of the British Royal House, both in history and in modern times… Somewhere in my mind, however, I still find it quite a bold challenge for the reader to think that Charles is the Antichrist himself, though I cannot reject that idea; your arguments are really convincing. Before I read your book at all, I was absolutely certain that Charles is not the Antichrist, but now I no longer think so. He may well be. – Jari Kukkonen


That how much you have read and are able to manage things is amazingly interesting… It is clear that you have been given heavenly understanding and gifts that are not meant to be under a blanket. After a ten-year preparation period, God will lead you to share what has been loaded into your spirit in the way He wants. – Leo Meller (author, pastor, and a long-time prophecy teacher)


Concerning your own work, you state:” It is a scriptural and historic merge of historicism and futurism.” I am particularly curious regarding your conclusions here. In fact, very few have ever even begun to have this insight (apart from common understandings of dual or multiple fulfillments of a variety of prophecies across time), though you will find that my upcoming series goes very far beyond this, demonstrating that all the weeks of scripture are patterned after the Crucifixion Week, and that once these weeks are all harmonized, there is a testable and provable merger between the futurist, idealist (symbolical), historicist and preterist views, as well as the various combinations of them, and that this unified approach also enables disproving those aspects of each view that are actually false or mistaken while simultaneously greatly expanding the import of each of these ”schools” or views. So, that you would even suggest a merger between one or more aspects of historicism and futurism intrigues me. I was not much younger than you (22 I believe) when I first recognized what I’ve just shared, and in fact, it has been my lifelong study of that realization, along with what I also knew at 22 about Prince Charles, that has led to all my written works, including those that are upcoming. Samuel, you are on the right track with this. – Author Tim Cohen


My Finnish website and blog where you can find a couple of English articles and several YouTube videos that are published mainly in English. You can also try the Google translation tool to read my Finnish blog writings:


https://samueltuominen.com/


https://samueltuominen.com/blogi/
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”For certainly it must be as dangerous and as easy an error for Christians to adhere to Antichrist as it was for the Jews to reject Christ. And therefore, it is as much our duty to endeavor to be able to know him that we may avoid him, as it was theirs to know Christ that they might follow him. Thou see therefore that this is no idle speculation, no matters of indifferency but a duty of the greatest moment.”


- Sir Isaac Newton, Untitled Treatise on Revelation, National Library of Israel, Jerusalem, Israel
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Standing on the Shoulders of Giants


– Isaac Newton’s Warning on the Forthcoming Antichrist


When many of us hear the word antichrist, they may think of some devilish figure from the medieval Christian folklore. Or perhaps they think of some sensational best-seller books from American evangelical Right, or more precisely Christian Dispensationalists, who believe the literal battle of Armageddon to take place on the "Mount of Megiddo" (which the name Armageddon is derived from) at North Israel, just before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. To the secular and academic world, Christian eschatology seems just some peculiar religious fiction about the assumed fate of the predestined future. Those kinds of primitive and superstitious beliefs should belong to the lunatic ravings of some medieval Church men and not to the modern world with its scientific and rational mind. Right?


After all, we all know that at some point our world will end, but not in the Battle of Megiddo, but when our Sun will run out of hydrogen and die about 5 billion years from now on (who cares?). Or perhaps it will happen much sooner, as many from the political left now say that we have only 10 years left to save the Earth from the inevitable Climate Apocalypse (as they said exactly the same 10 years earlier, and 10 years before that, going back all the way to the 70’s, when they were much troubled on the global cooling than the global warming). The word “Armageddon” is now in a common cultural glossary even among those who do not believe in the literal fulfillment of the biblical prophecies.


Then we have the discordant Christian Church that has quarreled and argued on the right interpretation of the prophecies since the time of John the Apostle. So maybe it is understandable why many Christians too have lost their interest in the biblical prophecy and the study of eschatology. When you have too many voices that do not play in harmony, you will hear only unlistenable cacophony. That’s what Christian eschatology may be to many laymen. So, am I adding again another incoherent voice into this already discord cacophony?


Maybe not, as you will notice later, my book will harmonize many seemingly contradictory and dissonant schools of the biblical eschatology and provide totally fresh and new (as well as old) insights into some prophecies, especially to those in the Book of Daniel. I will justify my interpretations by rigorous exegesis and historical analysis that compare some most momentous events in world history with the familiar prophecies in the Book of Daniel. This is the topic to which I will dive in with details in Chapters 12 and 13. Of course, there will be Christians who will disagree with my conclusions. It is impossible to reach unanimity on any subject. It is just part of our human nature.


But we can all learn from each other if we are just willing to listen to and put our own ego aside. And as we put our own ego aside, we will honor our brethren, our leaders, and those who came before us and paved the way for us to follow. After all, we all “stand on the shoulders of giants”, as Isaac Newton famously declared. That’s what the angel meant when he assured Daniel: ”Keep these words secret and seal up the book until the end of time; many will roam about, and knowledge will increase” 11. The knowledge will increase automatically when we travel, listen to, and learn from each other, and from those who came before us, also knowing that those people had very a limited and incomplete understanding of the world. Today, in the age of the Internet, we can get our hands into all kinds of information, text, or book, ancient or current, and translate foreign websites to the language that we understand, almost instantly, even if we have not a valid university degree or sufficient education.


This is the reason why the Protestant Reformation had so great an impact on the modern world in the 16th and 17th Centuries (together with technological inventions like Gutenberg’s printing press). Because while they maintained and dignified some early traditions of the Christian Church and Classical world of Pagan Greece, they also highlighted the principle Sola Scriptura 12 (by Scripture alone), meaning that the authority of the Scriptures was ultimately greater than the authority of Pope, ecumenical creeds, or the secular universities that upheld the pagan worldview of Classical Greece. The protestant Reformation also unleashed the principle of universal priesthood which meant that laymen too could read and understand the Holy Bible in their own tongue.


This democratization of knowledge from the priests to laymen and exalting the Logos, the Word of God, above the traditions of the past, had also implications outside the world of theology. It, for instance, liberated the West from the centuries-old captivity of the Aristotelian worldview, in the field of natural sciences (or natural theology as it was called back then). As a protestant Christian, I can be grateful for this to the Catholic Church too. Unless the Church of Rome would not have condemned the Aristotelian worldview and branded it as a heresy in the University of Paris in 1277, it is unlikely that the Scientific Revolution would have risen from the West in the early 16th Century.13


Many historians of science know very well that the Scientific Revolution bears a huge burden of gratitude to the Christian Church and its Judeo-Christian, biblical worldview (though the secular media and many of our public schools promote still an obsolete, late 19th Century myth of the historic enmity between the Religion and the Science). As Christian author Philip Sampson, Ph. D. in social sciences, pointed out in his book 6 Modern Myths About Christianity and Western Civilization, there are several reasons why the Biblical Creation story was the pivotal engine behind the Scientific Revolution that also cleared the way to the Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th Centuries.


By the way, today the World Economic Forum has coined a term “fourth industrial revolution”14 (together with its dystopian and fascist agenda of Great Reset that economist Klaus Schwab and Prince Charles launched back in June 202015) as a reference to four consecutive historical phases of the industrial and technological revolutions from the 18th Century to the present day. The fourth phase refers to our current age of rapid industrial change that is the joining of technologies like artificial intelligence, gene editing, to advanced robotics that blur the lines between the physical, digital, and biological worlds. Another very interesting topic from the biblical and eschatological outlook, of which I would like to write more at some point in my life. It basically promises the world of the future where our advances in technological breakthroughs can fulfill literally prophet Isaiah’s visions on the Messianic Age via merging of man and machine16 - prospect, that can be, depending on the point of view, either demonic and scary or intriguing and promising, or perhaps both.


In the first chapter of his book, Sampson gave four main biblical reasons for this revolution of the Western mindset that happened during the tumultuous centuries of the Reformation Era. Those were: (1) Nature created, not divine, (2) Dominion, not domination, (3), Reason set free, and (4) Covenant laws. I don't go through all of them, but as Sampson explains in case of the first example:


Disciples of the Greek philosopher Plato taught that there is no sharp distinction between nature and the divine, and this view gained a renewed influence from the fifteenth century. If nature is itself a divine organism or is occupied by divine “beings” such as the planets, any attempt to subdue or control nature, and especially the heavens, has overtones of impiety. Man would in any case need to the help of other divinities, which can be achieved only by magic. Frequently nature was personified as a goddess. To uncover her secrets and penetrate mysteries is permitted only to a suitor from the pantheon; a mortal could do so only by harnessing the powers of the heavens. Views such as these militated against the development of natural science, favored superstition and magic, and seriously distorted the biblical command to have dominion over the earth. Dominion over a divinity is simply not possible. A person might achieve temporary and precarious control but only at risk of the impiety. By rejecting Greek tradition as authoritative, the Reformers broke with the Greek deification of nature and opened the way for free inquiry without suspicion of impiety or magic. Conceptions of the earth as a goddess, or of nature as feminine, were rejected as idolatry.


A late science-fiction author Arthur C. Clarke, famous for his short novels like 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968), said in 1973: “Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.” 17 Even though Clarke was himself an atheist, he was unknowingly granting that only Judeo-Christian, biblical worldview, allowed us to dominate the God’s kingdom and reach the realm of magic, not by some supernatural acts of a sorcerer (although, according to the Bible, God’s works in His Creation also by miracles), but by understanding the laws of nature and learning from God’s works of limitless wisdom and intelligence, so that we could praise Him and try to imitate His good works as an Imago Dei for the glory of God and the benefit of humankind and the whole of Creation.


The laws of nature imply that there must also be a Lawgiver, the magnificent cathedral of nature implies that there must be a Great Architect, that Creation implies the Creator, and Imago Dei implies that we, as humans, could understand His works of Creation and are able to be more like Him in His wisdom and holiness through His Son Jesus Christ. That was the basic teleological argument for the existence of God among the most figures of the Scientific Revolution. For example, Galileo Galilei said, quoting Tertullian, “We conclude that God is known first through Nature, and then again, more particularly, by doctrine; by Nature in His works, and by doctrine in His revealed word.” 18 And “The laws of nature are written by the hand of God in the language of mathematics.”


About the human mind he stated, “I recognize and understand only too clearly that the human mind is a work of God’s, and one of the most excellent.” 19 And “I do not feel obliged to believe that the same God who has endowed us with senses, reason, and intellect has intended us to forego their use.” 20 Sir Isaac Newton, 12th President of the Royal Society, is now widely regarded as one of the most, unless the most important figure, of all brilliant minds of the Scientific Age. Spencer Yamada from Wheatley Institution writes:


Isaac Newton was born within months of Galileo’s death, and it is impossible to adequately describe his impact for he didn’t just invent useful things but changed the way we used our eyes and minds. Newton devised a theoretical force (gravity) and a mathematical system (calculus) that when used together, allow an astronomer to accurately (but not perfectly) predict the movements of our solar system. This new power gave us an idea: the universe and all of its parts were elegant and if we had enough information and the proper mathematical equations, they could be predicted and controlled. This idea gave the western world a hope that all natural occurrences are explainable in mathematics. Newton’s scientific work was deeply entwined with his religious beliefs. His masterpiece, Principia Mathematica, outlined the famous laws of motion and equations for gravity. It also contained this confession of faith, “This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and comets, could only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being.”


Newton concluded that this Being designed and created the cosmos, but also actively maintains and manages it, “some inconsiderable irregularities excepted, which may have arisen from the mutual actions of comets and planets on one another, and which will be apt to increase till this system wants a reformation.” According to Newton, the solar system was running smoothly with mathematical precision because God was present and active. It was God that made the planets stay in their orbits and masses fall at the same rate. Newton’s work was designed to demonstrate the power and majesty of God, not rub away his fingerprints. The rival mathematician Leibniz argued Newton’s God was like a clockmaker who was not skilled enough to make a clock that would run without constant maintenance. But that misses the point Newton was trying to make. Newton replied, “This Being governs all things, not as the soul of the world, but as Lord over all; and on account of his dominion he is wont to be called “Lord God” παντοκρατωρ [pantokratōr], or “Universal Ruler”. The Supreme God is a Being eternal, infinite, [and] absolutely perfect.” To Newton, his God [is] a maintainer, not just a creator [of] the complex cosmos.21


A few lines later Yamada observes how Newton’s “notes reveal that he spent considerable time calculating the year of creation and return of Christ by studying the books of Daniel and Revelation and tying the scriptures to historical events. Yet Newton firmly believed that the future was an unknowable event, even with prophecy in scripture. He believed his theories explained how the motions of the planets currently worked but that divine manipulation of physical phenomena was a possibility, making the future unknowable in precision. To summarize how these pieces worked together in Newton’s universe, God controlled all the natural forces.”


In his posthumously published eschatological book Observations on the Prophecies of Daniel and the Apocalypse of St. John (1733), Newton justified his prophetic interpretations and beliefs that, for example, dated the Second Coming to the year 2060 AD. I am well aware of his reasoning behind this calculation. Newton followed the school of prophecy interpretation known as historicism that was prevailing among many protestant countries at that time. And while I agree with his basic premise for this calculation, I don’t agree with his conclusion on the year 2060 as a valid endpoint.


In fact, I will demonstrate later in my book, why Newton and many protestant reformers of his time, were partly correct in their historicistic prophecy interpretation, but that the valid- at least in my understanding – endpoint should be the year 2023 – not necessary for the Second Coming of our Lord and Savior but for another historic event that has been defined explicitly in the vision of Daniel 7. I am writing this in January 2022, so maybe you are reading this in 2024, or later, only to observe that I was as wrong as all other rafflers of prophetic years. But maybe, just maybe, my calculation could be the correct one.


Even though by Antichrist, Newton refers to historic power structures, institutions, and governments like the Roman Papacy and the Islamic Ottoman Empire that were two dominant world powers at his lifetime, it is still interesting to notice what he said about Antichrist and his identification, and how it is a very timely reminder for the lukewarm and secularized Church of our own time that has abandoned many of its core credos, values, and beliefs, in its desire to be more friendly terms with this world. The Antichrist, according to Holy Scriptures, will deceive the whole world.22 So, if the Christian Church won’t follow its vocation as the faithful Bride of Christ, sanctify and separate herself from the world, to be the salt of the earth, Christians too, are in danger of being deceived by this last deceiver of humankind.


Of course, many evangelical Christians believe that the Church will be taken away from the world before the revelation and appearance of the Man of Lawlessness, but in the next Chapter, we will dismiss those apathetic notions and expel this feeling of false security (although I won’t dismiss the popular concept of the pre-tribulation rapture as a such). Newton wrote in Untitled Treatise on Revelation, which is preserved today in the National Library of Israel, in Jerusalem. I have modernized some 17th Century grammatical forms, just that it would be easier to read:


Having searched after knowledge in the prophetic scriptures, I have thought my self-bound to communicate it for the benefit of others, remembering the judgment of him who hid his talent in a napkin. For I am persuaded that this will prove of great benefit to those who think it not enough for a sincere Christian to sit down contented with the principles of the doctrine of Christ such as the Apostle accounts, the doctrine of Baptisms & of laying on of hands & of the resurrection of the dead & of eternal judgment, but leaving these & the like principles desire to go on unto perfection until they become of full age & by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good & evil. Hebr 5.12


I would not have any discouraged by the difficulty & ill success that men have hitherto met with in these attempts. This is nothing but what ought to have been. For it was revealed to Daniel that the prophesies concerning the last times should be closed up & sealed until the time of the end: but then the wise should understand, & knowledge should be increased. Dan 12.4, 9, 10. And therefore the longer they have continued in obscurity, the more hopes there is that the time is at hand in which they are to be made manifest. If they are never to be understood, to what end did God reveal them? Certainly, he did it for the edification of the church; & if so, then it is as certain that the church shall at length attain to the understanding thereof. I mean not all that call themselves Christians, but a remnant, a few scattered persons, which God hath chosen, such as without being led by interest, education, or humane authorities, can set themselves sincerely & earnestly to search after truth. For as Daniel hath said that the wise shall understand, so he hath said also that none of the wicked shall understand.


Let me therefore beg of thee not to trust to the opinion of any man concerning these things, for so it is great odds but thou shalt be deceived. Much less oughts’ thou to rely upon the judgment of the multitude, for so thou shalt certainly be deceived. But search the scriptures thyself & that by frequent reading & constant meditation upon what thou readiest, & earnest prayer to God to enlighten thine understanding if thou desire to find the truth. Which if thou shalt at length attain thou wilt value above all other treasures in the world by reason of the assurance and vigor it will add to thy faith and steady satisfaction to thy mind which he only can know how to estimate who shall experience it.


That the benefit which may accrue by understanding the sacred Prophesies & the danger by neglecting them is very great & that the obligation to study them is as great may appear by considering the like case of the Jews at the coming of Christ. For the rules whereby they were to know their Messiah were the prophesies of the Old Testament. And these our Savior recommended to their consideration in the very beginning of his preaching (Luke 4.21): And afterward commanded the study of them for that end saying, Search the scriptures for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and these are they which testify of me: & at another time severely reproved their ignorance herein, saying to them when they required a sign, Ye Hypocrites ye can discern the face of the sky but can ye not discern the signs of the times.


And after his resurrection he also reproved this ignorance in his disciples, saying unto them, O fools & slow of heart to believe all that the Prophets have spoken! Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, & to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses & all the Prophets he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. Thus, also the Apostles & those who in the first ages propagated the gospel urged chiefly these Prophesies and exhorted their hearers to search & see whether all things concerning our savior ought not to have been as they fell out. And in a word, it was the ignorance of the Jews in these Prophesies which caused them to reject their Messiah & by consequence to be not only captivated by the Romans but to incur eternal damnation. Luke 19.42, 44.


If then the Prophesies which concerned the Apostolic age were given for the conversion of the men of that age to the truth & for the establishment of their faith, & if it was their duty to search diligently into those Prophesies: why should we not think that the Prophesies which concern the latter times into which we are fallen were in like manner intended for our use that in the midst of Apostacies we might be able to discern the truth & be established in the faith thereof, & consequently that it is also our duty to search with all diligence into these Prophesies. And If God was so angry with the Jews for not searching more diligently into the Prophesies which he had given them to know Christ by: why should we think he will excuse us for not searching into the Prophesies which he hath given us to know Antichrist by?


For certainly it must be as dangerous & as easy an error for Christians to adhere to Antichrist as it was for the Jews to reject Christ. And therefore, it is as much our duty to endeavor to be able to know him that we may avoid him, as it was theirs to know Christ that they might follow him. Thou see therefore that this is no idle speculation, no matters of indifferency but a duty of the greatest moment… Antichrist was to seduce the whole Christian world and therefore he may easily seduce thee if thou be not well prepared to discern him… Consider that the same Prophets who foretold our savior’s first coming foretold also his second coming; & if it was the main & indispensable duty of the Church before the first coming of Christ to have searched into & understood those prophecies aforehand, why should it not be as much the duty of the Church before his second coming to understand the same prophesies aforehand so far as they are yet to be fulfilled?23


Subsequently, Newton gave this prophetic statement that is very fitting to our own hyper-sensitive and politically correct post-Christian era, with its hate speech laws and suppression of freedom of expression at Big Tech platforms, and mob mentality of the new religion of wokeism: “They will call thee, it may be a Bigot, a Fanatic, a Heretic: And tell thee of the uncertainty of these interpretations, & vanity of attending to them: Not considering that the prophecies concerning our Savior’s first coming were of more difficult interpretation, and yet God rejected the Jews for not attending better to them. And whether they will believe it or not, there are greater judgments hang over the Christians for their remissness than ever the Jews yet felt. But the world loves to be deceived, they will not understand, they never consider equally, but are wholly led by prejudice, interest, the praise of men, and authority of the Church they live in: as is plain, because all parties keep close to the Religion they have been brought up in, & yet in all parties there are wise & learned as well as fools & ignorant.”


“They will call thee, it may be a Bigot, a Fanatic, a Heretic: And tell thee of the uncertainty of these interpretations, & vanity of attending to them: Not considering that the prophesies concerning our Savior’s first coming were of more difficult interpretation, and yet God rejected the Jews for not attending better to them.”


- Isaac Newton


We are living in a very dangerous time because under the subjective concept of “hate speech”, we seek to censor the freedom of speech, mainly from those who still cherish the conservative or the biblical worldview. Any speech or vocabulary that is considered to offend a minority group, or the leftist credos in general, can now be defined as hate speech. Most intolerant and historically illiterate people are branding those who oppose their worldview as religious bigots.


It should be remembered that Jesus Himself was killed because His speech insulted the hypocritical religious leaders of His time, whose ears could not bear to hear the truth (the truth is always bitter to those who choose to live in a lie). Newton can hardly be described as some religious bigot, as he was president of the Royal Society, known as the world's oldest academy of science, from 1703 to 1727. Without Newton's mathematical basis for the three laws of physics on the motion of objects, our current high-tech civilization would not have been possible. As James Rivington writes on techradar.com:


Newton's three laws of motion ultimately stimulated the industrial revolution of the 18th and 19th Centuries. Machines now operated according to well-defined and understood laws - steam locomotives, factories and machine tools were all conceived and designed using Newtonian science. His mathematics was also instrumental in the construction of the first skyscrapers - the second law can be used to calculate all the forces acting on every square inch of every brick in your house. The third law, meanwhile, is key for understanding jet propulsion which is still our only means of getting into space.24


Is worth mentioning that during Newton’s lifetime, and a couple of hundred years later, British Empire was seen as a positive and godly force on the world by Newton himself and many of his countrymen, especially those who adhered to the protestant creed. We can find from the old British journals and newspapers fervent biblical interpretations where the British Isles were associated with biblical end-time prophecies of the “ships of Tarshish”, that will gather the sons and daughters of Israel to the Holy Land (known also as Palestine since the Romans, after the Jewish–Roman wars, changed its name from Judea to Palaestina as a reference to Philistines, ancient biblical enemies of the Jewish people25). Newton himself believed in the restoration of the Jewish state at the end times by some gentile kingdom friendly to Jews. He wrote:


It [rebuilding of Jerusalem and the nation of Israel) may perhaps come forth not from the Jews themselves, but from some other kingdom friendly to them, and precede their return from captivity, and give occasion to it; and lastly, that this rebuilding of Jerusalem and the waste places of Judah is predicted in Micah vii. 11. Amos ix. 11, 14. Ezek. xxxvi. 33, 35, 36, 38. Isa. liv. 3, 11, 12. lv. 12. lxi. 4. lxv. 18, 21,22. and Tobit xiv. 5. and that the return from captivity and coming of the Messiah and his kingdom are described in Daniel vii. Rev. xix. Acts i. Mat. xxiv. Joel iii. Ezek. xxxvi. xxxvii. Isa. lx. lxii. lxiii. lxv. and lxvi. and many other places of scripture. The manner I know not. Let time be the Interpreter.26


About a century and a half later, on February 11th, 1841, Standard published the prophetic poem titled ‘The Gathering in of the Jews’ in reference to Isaiah 60:


The great river Euphrates shrinks low in its bed, […]


Over thee, O Jerusalem, and all Palestine.


The ‘Isles of the West’—they are waiting for thee,


And the proud ‘ships of Tarshish’ are rolling at sea


With the wealth of a world to furnish thy halls;


For the ‘sons of the stranger’ shall build up thy walls. […]


The wail of a people has risen on high—


Their travail is o’er and their triumph is nigh;


Let the nations of Europe kneel down and adore,


For the ‘Sanctuary’s cleansed’, and ‘the visions’ is o’er.27


This kind of fervent prophetic excitement and anticipation, among the evangelical Christians and European Jews as well, on the restoration of the Jewish state to Palestine as a final sign for the end times and advent of Messiah, was not in any way an unusual phenomenon in the United Kingdom and other English-speaking countries throughout the 19th Century. During the 1840 - 41 Eastern Question, it was so common that it even influenced the foreign policy of the Foreign Secretary Lord Palmerston (1784 –1865) in the regional brawls between the Ottoman Sultan of Istanbul – whose protector British Empire was at the time - and Mehemet Ali, a ruler of Egypt from 1805 to 1848, who is seen as the founder of modern Egypt. Historian P.E. Caquet writes on those events:


The startling conclusion, meanwhile, is that as the European powers turned their covetous gaze once more to the Holy Land, the predominant impulse was not Catholic or Orthodox, but Protestant and specifically Protestant Zionist. Restorationism exhibited, in 1840–1, more dynamism than crusading. Evangelical Zionism was able to command the greater combination of public interest and political clout, and to harness both Prussian and British diplomacy to its aims. This sounds all the more unlikely given that less than 15 years later the Eastern Question would reemerge, with the Crimean War, on the basis of blatant Catholic-Orthodox rivalries. Hindsight should not obscure the evidence from 1840 to 1841, however, and much would have happened by the 1850s: evangelicalism had begun to pass its peak, the upheavals of 1848 had taken place, the associated Balkan nationalisms having invited Russian interference, and in France and Prussia revolutions had come and gone, leaving in one country a more clerical and in the other a less Conservative regime. The renewed religious involvement of the powers in Syria and Palestine, furthermore, in 1840–1—through the Jewish affairs, the opening of consulates, the Jerusalem bishopric, engagement in Damascene and Lebanese confessional rivalries, and the reaffirmation its own trace. In December 1840, with the news still fresh from the coalition victories against the Egyptians, Lady Palmerston wrote to her husband, the foreign secretary: “I feel like you very strongly that there is something miraculous in the course of late events. It cannot be an accident that all these things should have so turned out! My impression is that it is the restoration of the Jews and fulfillment of the Prophecies. But we shall see what comes next, and I have long been thinking of this, even before your letter and all the circumstances you mention, some of which had escaped me. It is certainly very curious, and Acre seems to have fallen down like the walls of Jericho, and Ibrahim’s army dispersed like the countless hosts that were enemies of the Jews, as we see in the Old Testament.” 28


The rebirth of the Jewish state of Israel from the ashes of Holocaust and the World War II in 1948, wasn't some strange coincidence but well-anticipated historic event centuries ahead for those who believed in the literal fulfillment of biblical prophecies. It was neither a self-fulfilling prophecy triggered by fanatical Christian Zionists, who wanted to precipitate their end-time scenario, simply because there were too many factors that should have come true at the same time to be dependent only on the beliefs and acts of Christian Zionists. Nor it was the conspiracy of the secret society of Illuminati, Marxists, or the Learned Elders of Zion. It was the invisible hand of God and His love and mercy for His Chosen People. As Ezekiel prophesied in the 6th Century BC:


“Therefore, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the Lord God says: “It is not for your sake, house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went. And I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord,” declares the Lord God, “when I show Myself holy among you in their sight. For I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the lands; and I will bring you into your own land.29


So, Newton was right when he anticipated in the early 18th Century that there would be a Jew-friendly kingdom that would assist the gathering of the Jews to the Holy Land and restoration of the ancient nation of Israel. He did not know that it would be his own country, but protestants living in British Isles a century or more later, did anticipate - from prophecies like Isaiah 60:9 – that the British Empire would play a leading role in the restoration of the Jewish state, as it did after World War I and World War II. The British role in this prophetic development was not just a positive one, or a Jew-friendly I should say, as its later antisemitic policy in the British Mandate for Palestine illustrates.


Actually, I claim that this recent history of the role of the British Empire in the Middle East, was predicted in Daniel’s last vision on the King of South and the King of North in Daniel 11, and the same prophecy provides also the most detailed historic account of why the last oppressor of God’s Chosen People should rise from the now emaciated British Empire and its Royal House of Windsor (actually German family of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha). I will return to this subject in Chapter 13. The reign of Queen Elizabeth II celebrates this year its 70th anniversary or Platinum Jubilee, a historic event as such since she is the first British monarch in its over millennial history who have reigned 70 years on the throne of England.


Her first-born Charles, the Prince of Wales, and the first in line to succession is also the oldest crown prince and the longest-serving heir to the throne in British history. Biblically speaking, the seven years, seven weeks (of years), or 49 years, and 70 years are all very significant time periods. Not only they are prevailing in prophecies of the book of Daniel, but also in other parts of the Bible and its prophetic texts. In the vision of 70 weeks, Daniel told:


In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans — in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of the years which was revealed as the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.30


So maybe time has come to all Christians who are still awake – not woke – in the night of time, to pay more attention to the “Isles of the West” and its Royal House – to the land and people of which history has had a pivotal impact on our modern world during the last 500 years. Not only was Isaac Newton born out of England, but the whole industrial revolution as well, that forged our modern technologically advanced civilization (and now its heir to the throne tries to force upon us the “fourth industrial revolution” – ironically while he is against three previous ones31 - with its AI, advanced robotics, cybernetics, and the internet of things).


Great Britain has been a source of many blessings – spiritual and material as well -, but also many thorns and evils among the nations of the earth. This is not an Anti-British or Anglophile book. It is just an attempt to portray our world history and possible future events from a biblical and prophetic point of view. While my eschatological theories about the current crown prince of England who bears the name Charles (although that did not originate from me but from two American Messianic Jews) may bring a new and strange concept on a diabolical role of the British royal family to the long tradition of Christian eschatology, it is not so new thought, after all. Even during the days of Isaac Newton, in the 17th Century, there were millenarist preachers who believed that the Charles I of England – executed after the English civil war in 1649 – was the Antichrist or his archetype and predecessor. Author John Watkins illuminates:


Historians have argued convincingly that apocalyptic belief fostered domestic radicalism. In England, preachers and pamphleteers soon turned the same rhetoric they had used against the Catholic Church against the Anglican establishment and even the English monarchy. By the middle of the seventeenth century, Parliamentarians took up arms against King Charles I under banners that read “Antichrist must down.” Shortly after Charles’s execution, John Owen interpreted its apocalyptic significance in a sermon preached in the House of Commons: “The Lord Jesus Christ, by his mighty power, in these latter days, as antichristian tyranny draws to its period, will so far shake and translate the political heights, governments, and strength of the nations, as shall serve for the full bringing in of his own peaceable kingdom.” According to Owen, Charles’s fall was to be the first of several extraordinary events that would usher in Christ’s kingdom, including the destruction of the papacy, the fall of the Ottoman Empire, and the conversion of the Jews.


Watkins also points out very interesting historic truth about Christian apocalypticism, and its often-ignored positive societal impacts on the state of the world that we take now on granted, like the abolition and condemnation of slavery:


Since the Second Coming was just around the corner, some believers felt they should do nothing but wait for God’s wrath to be poured out on the world. However, others were eager to join the fray by cheering on their godly rulers, serving in their governments, forming opposition parties to nudge their governments toward more godly policies, or conspiring to overthrow them altogether so that that might establish God’s kingdom on earth… At the level of the state, the most ardent apocalyptic believers have rarely had much political influence. Many have stayed clear of politics, feared it as a source of spiritual contamination, and waited for a sudden, divine, eruption into history. Those who felt called to a more active role in preparing the world for the End have often been excluded by a dominant culture suspicious of their ambition and quick to dismiss them as fanatics. But every so often, they have influenced and even entered governments and set out ambitious programs of reform. Most Americans, for example, have forgotten that “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” they sing on patriotic occasions is steeped in an antebellum apocalypticism that fired the abolition of slavery. In addition to abolitionism, the apocalyptic belief that Christians needed to make the world better before Christ would return inspired a range of reform movements advocating everything from prison reform to temperance. As abolition began to spread, it altered forever the face of global trade.32


Both Charles I and his successor Charles II were known with their title Charles, Prince of Wales, before their rise to the throne. During the reign of Charles II, there was The Great Fire of London in the year 1666. As you will see in Chapter 11, the title “Charles, Prince of Wales” calculates the number of the beast 666, mentioned in Revelation 13 just one criterion of many for the final Antichrist, in two different languages and alphabets – English and Hebrew – when we use the original gematric reckoning method of John’s lifetime. This alone defies all mathematical probability calculations to be just a lucky coincidence. But whether Charles is the Beast of Revelation 13 or not, according to his biographer Catherine Mayer, “Charles III ‘promises to be as memorable a king as Charles I’ — who, of course, was the only English monarch ever to be executed.” 33
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“No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come


unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness


is revealed, the son of destruction.”


– 2. Thess. 2:3 (New American Standard Bible)


Chapter [image: ]



The Revelation of the Man of Lawlessness


& the Rapture


In the previous Chapter, I told you how Christian apocalypticism has often encouraged and incited Christians to engage more in political activism to bring societal reforms to the fallen world that is stained by our sins and rebellion against God. This political intervention to social injustices was motivated mostly by the postmillennial millenarism whereby it was believed that the Church should gradually prepare the world to Christ's kingdom on the earth by the social gospel. Even today when premillennialism is the dominant eschatological doctrine among evangelical Christians, it is still the Christian Church, that


is standing against the societal evils and injustices, including those, that our secular and left-wing dominant culture sees as "rights", as the abortion of unborn babies or the perverting our classical heteronormative sexual ethic, marriage institution, and nuclear family – Judeo-Christian worldview that assures:


From the beginning of creation, God created them male and female. For this reason, a man shall leave his father and mother, and the two shall become one flesh; so they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, no person is to separate. 34


Premillennialist thought understands that the world is going darker, more corrupt, and decadent just before the Second Coming of our Lord and Savior and the millennial age. So, our duty as Christians is to shine the light of Christ in the midst of an ever-darkening world. As the angel told in Daniel:


And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.35


Postmillennialism was perhaps the right approach to the biblical end-time prophecies during the 17th and 18th Centuries when we saw a lot of social reforms and spiritual awakenings in the West, and general progress towards better times. Characteristic for the Protestant Church at the time was the view that they were living in the post-antichristian era. That the Dark Ages were over, the reign of Papacy and the Islamic Ottoman Empire (two antichrists in the school of Historicistic prophecy interpretation) was almost overthrown or drastically weakened, and now new empires were rising like the protestant British Empire and the eastern orthodox Russian Empire, and many spiritual awakenings were sweeping over the globe together with social/moral reforms and technological and economic progress. So, for the Bride of Christ, it was time for renewed optimism. The world was going towards better and brighter times (as the prophetic belief itself gave them this hope), and the struggle for justice was taken not in vain.


But then, in the first half of the 20th Century, came to World War I and World War II. It shattered this optimism and hope from many and gave way for the new eschatological thinking called Dispensationalism. Now, Dispensationalism was not born in the 20th Century but in 1833 from the thoughts of Anglo-Irish priest John Nelson Darby. But his teaching didn’t come to the mainstream in the protestant churches until the 20th Century. One of the main popularizers of his theories in the United States was Scofield Reference Bible, published in 1909 by the Bible student Cyrus I. Scofield, and was revised by the author in 1917.36


Wikipedia says about Darby: “He is considered to be the father of modern Dispensationalism and Futurism. Pre-tribulation rapture theology was popularized extensively in the 1830s by John Nelson Darby and the Plymouth Brethren, and further popularized in the United States in the early 20th century by the wide circulation of the Scofield Reference Bible.” While this author agrees in many areas with the doctrines of Dispensationalism, Futurism, and Pre-tribulationism, I don’t embrace them in every respect. My unique approach to the biblical end-time prophecy is an integrated model where I have reconciled Historicism with Futurism and Dispensationalism. I will return to this subject in Chapter 12.


Dispensationalism interprets the Scriptures by dividing Bible’s historical narrative into seven or four dispensations, or distinct divine systems of heavenly governance, in which God has made a covenant with men and set their terms for each different age or dispensation. Thus, it divides biblical history as follows:




	The Time of Innocence: From the Creation to the Fall of Man.


	The Time of Conscience: From the Fall to the Flood.


	The Time of Government: Noah to Abraham.


	
The Time of Patriarchs/Promise: From Abraham to Moses.


	Time of the Law: From Moses to Christ.


	The Time of Grace: From the foundation of the Church to the Second Coming of Christ.


	The Millennial Kingdom: The Millennial Reign of Jesus and His saints on earth, while Satan and his angels are bound in their millennial captivity in Hell.





[image: ]


Others see the pre-Mosaic world as just one dispensation, and then there is another extra dispensation between the time of Gentile Church (the Bride of Christ) and Christ's the Millennial Kingdom, the seven-year Tribulation week that is called in prophetic Scriptures by many different names (this is derived mainly from Dispensationalist interpretation of Daniel 9:27, but I will return on this in Chapter 8). After that there will a thousand-year peace, justice, and prosperity on the earth – the era of which Isaiah prophesied in the 8th Century BC:


And He will judge between the nations and will mediate for many peoples; And they will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning knives. Nation will not lift up a sword against nation, and never again will they learn war.37


And there will no longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying. No longer will there be in it an infant who lives only a few days, or an old person who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of a hundred, And the one who does not reach the age of a hundred Will be thought accursed.38


So, it is not just doom and gloom when it comes to Christian eschatology. To me, this seems the very positive, optimistic, and bright prospect of the future. Although many would like to skip the more Hellish part of the 7 seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls in Revelation 6 – 19. But there cannot be Heaven without Hell, and righteousness without sin, and light without darkness. Good news: Tribulation lasts only seven years. Bad news: Hell lasts forever. So, if I would be you, I would choose my side now. There is only one way to Heaven, and that is through Jesus Christ who is “the way, and the truth, and the life”.39


There is also another good news for those who follow Jesus Christ (though many other Christians may disagree with me in this respect): We don’t have to go through the Tribulation period. Although this is the subject that raises a lot of disagreement, bickering, and commotion in the Christian Church, my main goal is not to focus on this fierce debate about pre- mid-, or post-tribulation rapture. This Chapter is here only because in the pre-tribulation school there is this common misconception, that the rapture of the Church predates revelation of the man of lawlessness. In fact, the Bible states the exact opposite. English dictionary Merriam-Webster defines the word “rapture” as follows:




	an expression or manifestation of ecstasy or passion


	a state or experience of being carried away by overwhelming emotion


	mystical experience in which the spirit is exalted to a knowledge of divine things


	often capitalize: the final assumption of Christians into heaven during the end-time according to Christian theology40






It is this last definition of which we are speaking of in the eschatological context. A doctrine about Rapture is based mainly on 1 Thess. 4:13 – 18 where Apostle Paul said to the church of the Thessalonians:


But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as indeed the rest of mankind do, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose from the dead, so also God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. For we say this to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who remain, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with these words.


It is in this context where Paul guides us immediately afterward:


Now as to the periods and times, brothers and sisters, you have no need of anything to be written to you. For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord is coming just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction will come upon them like labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, so that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then, let’s not sleep as others do, but let’s be alert and sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk, get drunk at night. But since we are of the day, let’s be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. Therefore, encourage one another and build one another up, just as you also are doing.41


Some may think that when Paul says, “God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ”, he meant here our salvation from the ever-lasting perdition. But the context of his statement42 indicates strongly he spoke of the last Tribulation that is coming upon the world after the rapture of the Church. This conclusion is also reinforced by Paul's later teaching on this same subject in his Second Letter to Thessalonians when he says in Chapter 1:


We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another grows ever greater. As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering. For after all it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be glorified among His saints on that day and to be marveled at among all who have believed—because our testimony to you was believed.


So, when Paul says, “For after all, it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven”, he refers here to the same event where he refers also in 1 Thess. 4:13 – 18 and 1 Thess. 5:1-11 – the Rapture of the Church. That’s why he also starts the second chapter a few verses later with the words: “Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, regarding the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him…” The point of Paul’s teaching in the first and second letter to Thessalonians is not to say, that God will spare His Church from the tribulations and afflictions. In fact, he said to the Christians of Antioch and Iconium in Acts 14:22: “It is through many tribulations that we must enter the kingdom of God.” In 1 Thess. 1:6-7 he said: “You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.”


But then, in verse 10, he comforts them and is telling them that they are waiting “for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is, Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come.” So, is God going to rescue His Church from the tribulations and coming wrath or not? Problem is that we have used to approach those questions mainly from our Western perspective where the freedom of religion has been a norm for over two centuries and we take it for granted. At the times of the early Church, Christians couldn't worship freely and often endured horrible persecution and torture for their faith in Christ.


And even after Constantine the Great legitimized Christianity in 313 by the Edict of Milan, after the Great Persecution of Emperor Diocletian, persecution of Christians continued, not only in Persian Sasanian Empire and Islamic Empires after that, but also in many so-called Christian Empires like the Byzantines and European Roman Catholic kingdoms under Papacy, who delegitimized any non-orthodox forms of Christianity whom they branded as heretics.43 And of course, it continued in the 20th Century under most Marxist regimes and continues still in many Muslim and non-Western countries. In fact, Christianity is still after two-thousands years of its birth the most persecuted religious group in the world, according to the UK Foreign Office’s report from 2019:


Though it is impossible to know the exact numbers of people persecuted for their faith, based on reports from different NGOs, it is estimated that one third of the world’s population suffers from religious persecution in some form, with Christians being the most persecuted group. This despite the fact that freedom of religion and belief is a fundamental right of every person. This includes the freedom to change or reject one’s own belief system… Evidence shows not only the geographic spread of anti-Christian persecution, but also its increasing severity. In some regions, the level and nature of persecution is arguably coming close to meeting the international definition of genocide, according to that adopted by the UN.44


This only confirms what Jesus said Himself:




	And the one who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. The one who has found his life will lose it, and the one who has lost his life on My account will find it.45



	
Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you as well; if they followed My word, they will follow yours also.46



	These things I have spoken to you so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”47






So, the answer is no: the Word of God does not promise to spare us from the tribulations, persecutions, and afflictions. But does it promise to save us from the last Tribulation that is coming upon the world? That is a totally separate question. And I think that the biblical answer for this is “yes”. There are at least six biblical passages that support this conclusion, and “on the testimony of two or three witnesses every matter shall be confirmed.” 48




	In My Father’s house are many rooms; if that were not so, I would have told you, because I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will take you to Myself, so that where I am, there you also will be.49



	[We are] to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is, Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come.50



	
For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.51 (In a reference to Rapture of which he spoke in the last Chapter)


	It was also about these people that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord has come with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”52



	Because you have kept My word of perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of the testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who live on the earth. I am coming quickly; hold firmly to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.53 (Lord’s message to the Church of Philadelphia in the Revelation).


	Let’s rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, because the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has prepared herself.” It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.’”… And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war... And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.





So, the big picture which can be drawn from those six passages is that (1) Jesus will come again and “take you [His Church] to Myself, so that where I am, there you also will be.” (2) When Jesus returns, He will “rescues us from the wrath to come”, because “God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us.” (3) That He will “keep you [His loyal and vigilant Church] from the hour of the testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world”. (4) And after the marriage of the Lamb to His Bride, and their wedding feast, saints will return on the earth together with their Savior and King; as His holy warriors, “clothed in fine linen, white and clean, following Him on white horses.”


Paul said that in the Rapture of Church, not only those who died in Christ will be raised from their graves, but also “we who are alive, who remain, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.”54 Thus, there must be two phases in the Second Coming of our Lord and Savior. In the first phase, “Lord Himself will descend from heaven” and take His Church with Him “to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.” While in the second phase, Jesus and His Church will return on the earth to judge all those who commit iniquity upon the earth. Between those two separate phases, there is the marriage of the Lamb and His Bride in Heaven to where His Bride is taken in Rapture.


Now, this does not tell us how long it takes between those two events is. But I cannot accept, for example, post-tribulation rapture, since it does not have any sense why the Rapture would occur in the first place. In other words, from which exactly the Church will be rescued if Rapture should occur after all trials and tribulations of the Tribulation period? And why those who are living at the time of Rapture should be taken to heaven when they will return immediately afterward on the earth? The mid-tribulation rapture is easier to accept to me although I am more inclined towards pre-tribulation rapture.55
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